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Sugar Creek Mutual Insurance Company
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Lake Geneva Farmers Market

The annual market, which runs through
Oct. 30 is held at Horticultural Hall, 330
Broad St., Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m., rain or shine with vendors inside and
out. For more information, email market@
horticulturalhall.com.

Mind reading

Encounter strange phenomena up close
at Joe Diamond’s critically acclaimed
Evening of Mind-Bending Mysteries at the
historic Maxwell Mansion, 304 S. Wells St.,
Lake Geneva.

Unlike the darkness of a Big City theater,
or television camera trickery you might have
seen, interactive mind reading in a historic
mansion is more refined, more interactive
and more personal — all with good humor
and a joyous sense of wit.

The audience for each performance is
limited to 35 guests, and children younger
than 18 must be accompanied by a parent
or guardian.

Remaining dates scheduled are Aug.

5, 12, 19 and 26. For tickets go to https://
joediamondlive.wellattended.com.

Art in the Park

The annual art show will be held
Saturday, Aug. 9 (from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.)
and Sunday, Aug. 10 (from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.)

Sponsored by the Geneva Lake Arts
Foundation, Art in the Park — held at Flat
Iron Park, 201 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva —is
a juried show that spotlights original fine
art from over eighty artists from throughout
the U.S. featuring paintings, photography,
pottery, graphics, glass, sculptures, jewelry,
woodwork and more. The event will also
feature a silent auction, live entertainment,
food and beverages and children’s activities.

It's free entry to the outdoor art show with
art available for purchase.

Venetian Festival

This is the 63rd anniversary of the Lake
Geneva Jaycees five-day Venetian Festival,
which runs from Aug. 13-17 at Flat Iron,
Library and Seminary parks in downtown
Lake Geneva.

It features a weekend of great family
entertainment including an Arts & Craft
Fair, Carnival, Live Music, Water Ski Show,
Traditional Festival Food including a brat
stand and beer tent, and a Lumberjack
Exposition This is all capped off on Sunday
with a traditional Venetian Style lighted
boat parade followed by the area’s largest
fireworks display high above Geneva Lake.

For details including an event schedule,
visit www.venetianfest.com.

Williams Bay Farmers Market

Held Fridays from 8 am. to 1 p.m. at
Edgewater Park near the lakefront off
of Geneva Street in Williams Bay, this is
a unique boutique Friday market with a
variety of farmers, makers and bakers with
homegrown, hand-made, and homemade
foods and goods.

All local produce, fresh cooked dishes,
baked goods, sweet treats, fresh flowers,
hand-made jewelry, hand-designed art and
décor, soaps and gifts.

For more information, follow Williams Bay
Farmers Market on Facebook.

Sunday Coffee Rides

The riding season has started and Avant
Cycle, 912 S. Wells St., Lake Geneva, hosts
group rides at a casual pace (12-15 mph).

This is a no-drop, fun ride. Stopping for
breakfast before heading back to the shop.
Start your Sunday with us!

Rides weather dependent. Routes
subject to change, helmets required. All
rides, unless noted, leave from Avant’s back
entrance.

Destinations are subject to change.
Weather patterns will cancel any rides that
would be hazardous.

Start time/destinations: Aug. 3, 7:30
a.m. — Springfield; Aug. 10, 7:30 a.m. —
Richmond; Aug. 17, 7:30 a.m. — Burlington;
Aug. 24, 7:30 a.m. — Hebron; Aug. 31, 7:30
a.m. — Walworth (Labor Day weekend);
Sept. 7, 8 a.m. — Elkhorn; Sept. 14, 8 a.m. -
Twin Lakes.

Other rides are also in the works. For
more information, visit avant-cycles.com.

Saturdays on the Square

The Farmers Market in Elkhorn hosts
fresh market, local artisans, bakers, crafters,
commercial and nonprofit vendors. It takes
place on the downtown square, Saturdays
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Memorial Day
weekend to Labor Day weekend.

Vendors set-up on a first come first
served basis with plenty of room for all who
attend. Find food trucks and a morning
workout on the square and get your
weekends started off right!

The market is held at Veterans Park, 100
W. Walworth St., Elkhorn.

For more information, send an email to
info@elkhornchamber.com.

The calendar of events is compiled from a
variety of sources including area chambers
of commerce and visitor bureaus and
contains events available as of press time.

Dates and times may change, and events
may be canceled. Please verify details and
locations prior to making plans.
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favorite

by Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

Summertime. It’s time to
enjoy the beauty and fresh air of
the outdoors especially Geneva
Lake. Many visitors make their
way to the Lake Geneva area to
enjoy a variety of activities with
the clear waters of Geneva Lake
calling them to the lakefront.

While there is never a lack of
fun and interesting things to do,
from boating to hiking the shore
path, one thing many enjoy —
from the time they are young
and then later with their children
and grandchildren.

Going to the beach is a
summer activity looked forward
to with great anticipation,

especially for people who live in
areas where a lake is not nearby.
It’s often a summertime outing
that seems to take weeks — well,
months if considering winter —
to arrive.

But those who live in the
area have an advantage with
Geneva Lake and its beautiful
beaches available for residents
and visitors to make their way to
the shore. Any day when the sun
is shining and the temperature
is warm enough, the beach is
calling.

“We have three major beaches
on Geneva Lake that are open
to the public,” shared Deanna
Goodwin, Vice President of
Marketing, Communications,

Beach bFivvie a summer

i M&Mv

above: On a warm summer day, everyone flocks to the beach.
This young man in the foreground is ready to hit the water.
at right: Swimming out to the raft adds fun and excitement to a
day at the beach (and in the lake) for many people.
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and Development for Visit Lake Geneva.

“Each beach has its own unique look and ¢,
all three have sandy beaches and lifeguards.
The lifeguards are on duty during the day,
for your safety during the summer months,”
she added.

Riviera Beach is the most popular
on Geneva Lake as it is located right in
downtown Lake Geneva, alongside the
famous Riviera Ballroom and the fleet of ;

Lake Geneva Cruise Lines’ boats. =

‘When one is in the downtown area, :
walking the shore path, visiting the
library located near the shore, or while
at the Riviera for an event, the sounds of
happiness from those gathered on the beach ]
radiates through the air. For those planning i
to spend time on the beach, the sounds : L ii i
make them hope it arrives sooner than later.
And for those who hadn’t thought about it,
it suddenly comes to mind.

Whether headed there with children to ey |
play in the sand and keep cool in between : . .
by swimming in the lake, or by yourself for
a quiet rest or to read a book while listening
to the waves, there is no place like it.

Riviera Beach being located adjacent to
the Riviera means it offers restrooms and
showers available for those using the beach.

Bring your mats or blankets or lounge
chairs to sit at the beach and sunbathe.

And don’t forget the sunscreen. As you
wander along the beach you will see a
variety of activity — from children building
sandcastles to playing with a beach ball

on the shore or sitting on a towel while
enjoying a snack. A sure sound of summer

is hearing the voices and laughter of those above: This heart sign welcomes guests to Riviera Beach in downtown Lake Geneva.
enjoying time at the beach. top: An aerial view of the beach and the Riviera Docks shows the beauty of the area.
When it becomes too warm on the beach SANDRA LANDEN MAGHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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Playing on the beach

is even more fun than
being in the water for
some beach goers.

or it’s time to rinse the sand off, head for
the water to splash, swim and enjoy the
cool crisp, clear lake water.

The safety of those on Riviera Beach
is protected by lifeguards who, with a few
exceptions, are present during business
hours from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. from after
Memorial Day until Labor Day, weather
permitting.

The beach is open to visitors at all times
but when lifeguards are not present, people
are swimming at their own risk. The Visit
Lake Geneva website lists days lifeguards
are not present.

There is a charge for use of the beach
during normal business hours when the
lifeguards are in place. The cost is $10 per
person over the age of 6 years, free for kids
who are younger. Tickets can be purchased
at the beach kiosks near the entrance. A
season pass is also available and may be
purchased for $100.

Residents can purchase passes at a
cost of $3 each and up to six passes can
be bought at a time. Proof of residency is
required, such as a current utility bill that
lists the address. The resident passes may
be purchased at city hall.

In order to keep the beach clean and safe
for everyone’s use, there are some items
that are prohibited on the beach. These
include glass containers, alcohol, drugs or
smoking — none of which are allowed on
the beach. No knives or other weapons are

permitted. And no pets, including dogs or
other animals, are allowed on the beach at
any time.

Food items may be brought and
consumed on the beach along with
beverages that are non- alcoholic and not
in glass containers. Tables no larger than
2 feet by 2 feet are allowed to be brought
in and used but there is a limit of one per
family. This allows people to picnic while
enjoying a day of fun at the beach.
Williams Bay

If the beach in downtown Lake Geneva
is too busy, consider heading to Williams
Bay. The crowds are usually not as large as
Riviera Beach. Parking might also be less
difficult in Williams Bay as there is a lot
just across the street from the beach area.

The beach in the Bay is on Geneva
Street. In addition to the nice beach, it
contains a shaded grassy area where beach
visitors can take a break from the sun.
There is also a bath house with showers to
wash the sand away at the end of the day.

Families with children can be seen on
the beach enjoying building sandcastles and
carrying pails of water from the edge of the
lake back to their creations to fill the moats
— an important aspect. The challenge can be
filling them before the water disappears into
the sand.

While children are enjoying the sand
on the beach, adults can be seen resting on

SPIRIT of GENEVA LAKES

the beach, catching up with their summer
reading.

Like Riviera Beach, there are lifeguards
on the job during the hours the beach is
open to the public, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
weekdays and from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on
weekends.

The cost for use of the beach is $10 for
those 12 and older, $5 for kids 6 to 11 years
old, and free for kids 5 and younger.

Fownkana

The third major beach on Geneva Lake
that is enjoyed by visitors and residents is
Fontana Beach, which is on the west side
of the lake. It also has a large sandy beach
with a wide grassy area. There are changing
rooms available for customer use.

Parking is convenient as there is a pay
lot adjacent to the beach making it easy
to carry water toys, sand toys, towels and
other beach necessities to the shore.

There are a number of rules to make time
spent there enjoyable for all, similar to the
other two beaches. No alcohol is allowed on
any village property or piers. No smoking,
glass objects, or sharp utensils allowed.
Grills and open fires are prohibited and no
pets are allowed during the summer season
on the beach. All coolers and bags brought
onto the beach are subject to search.

The fee for entry is free for kids 5 and
younger, $6 for kids 6 to 11, $12 for those
12 and older. People in the military and

COURTESY VISIT LAKE GENEVA Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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seniors over the age of 65 pay the discounted price of
$6.

Residents and property owners can purchase up to
six season passes at $5 each.

Daily beach passes and concessions can be
purchased at the concession stand from 9 a.m. to 9
p.m. Lifeguard are on site from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Memorial Day to Labor Day.

Two Fridays each month during the summer, a
family appropriate movie is shown on the inflatable
movie screen that measures 16 feet by 9 feet. There
are two movie nights remaining on the schedule this
summer — Aug. 8 and Aug. 22. Check the Village
of Fontana website for details on the movie nights
including movies to be shown and plan a family or
friends movie night under the stars.

Anyone who spends time at the beach or on
the water understands the importance of knowing
how swim, for their safety and the safety of others.
Throughout the summer, the Water Safety Patrol offers
swimming lessons at all three beaches. The lessons are
offered twice a week or weekly.

Contact the Water Safety Patrol for more
information by calling 262-245-6577 or visiting their
website (watersafetypatrol.org) to find out how to
register for next year’s classes.

The Fischer family from the western suburbs of
Illinois are semi-regulars at the beach in Lake Geneva.

“We come up here a few times each summer
because the beaches are so nice,” John Fisher said.
“On the way home, by the time we hit the Wisconsin-
Illinois border which is just a half hour away, the
two younger children are asleep. In about another 10
minutes our 9-year-old is also asleep.

“By the time we get home, all of us are ready for
a good night’s sleep after our day at the beach,” he
added.

For more information about Geneva Lake beaches,
go to visitlakegeneva.com.

top: People walk along the beach, taking in the beauty of the area and looking for the

perfect spot to stop and relax. above: Elevated lifeguard stands can be seen along

Riviera Beach. Lifeguards are on duty during daytime hours in the summer.
SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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From a variety of grills
to meats, the area haS
plenty of options

by Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

In addition to summer being the time
for many activities outdoors, it’s also when
many people tend to move at least some of
their cooking out to the grill. Whether it’s
hamburgers, hot dogs, steaks, chicken, fish,
or one of Wisconsin’s favorites — bratwurst,
it’s not the kitchen stove warming up but
the grill on the patio.

There was a time grills were all very
similar and charcoal grills were the grill of
choice, and still are for some. The charcoal
is placed into the grill, lit with a match
and set afire. Once the charcoal gets to the
needed temperature, the food is placed on
the grill.

“Over the years, the number of different
grills available for home use changed,” said
Sue Schinke, who with her husband Tom
are the second generation to own Lyle’s
Appliance and TV in Elkhorn. “Today, in
addition to the simple grills first used by
families in the area, they have increased to
a large number of outdoor cooking grills
that can do more than just grill a sausage,
burger or a steak.”

After charcoal, it was gas-style grills that

] 4

Grilling's SeasonIs ner

“m!‘ir -r.!!

from top: There is really no limit on the types of food that can be prepared on a grill,
from ribs and corn to hot dogs; Lake Geneva Country Meats offers much more than meat
including bread, buns, spices, cheese and condiments.
SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes

are basically just providing a surface to grill
your meats. These days, a stop by Lyle’s to
pick out a new grill is a major task because
there are so many different types. There is
no shortage of ways the grill master in your
family can cook.

SPIRIT of GENEVA LAKES

The Big Green Egg, a popular brand
carried by Lyle’s is a very popular and
versatile outdoor cooker. With The Big
Green Egg, one is not only able to grill
foods but also to smoke meats and even
bake items, including desserts and pizzas. It

13
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boasts a cleaner charcoal — known as lump
charcoal — than the old-time briquettes.

“The Big Green Egg has been
manufactured in Georgia for over 10 years.
We carry it in a variety of sizes, four to be
exact but we only keep three of the sizes
in stock. From the Mini Egg — appropriate
for a single person or a couple to the
extra, extra-large size often purchased by
restaurants, there is one for every need,”
Sue explained.

Just as popular is the Traeger brand,
which like the Big Green Egg allows one
to grill, smoke, or bake but uses a different
type of fuel — pellets, another of the cleaner
fuels.

It’s a matter of personal choice which
one is better.

According to Schinke, the decision may
depend on space available. The Big Green
Egg is a ceramic based cooker, while the
Traeger is a metal grill. Broil King is a third
brand enjoyed by many in the area —it’s a
gas grill that can be installed using natural
gas or an LP tank.

Today, many people are looking for more
than just a grill all the way to a complete
outdoor kitchen. For the big outdoor
kitchen, consider the Viking grill.

“We don’t stock the Viking grills, but we
can order them as we have for customers
who wish to have a real high end outdoor
kitchen,” shared Sue. “The Viking is the
favorite of many of the homeowners along
Geneva Lake.”

Lyle’s TV and Appliances, 17
S. Washington, Elkhorn.. For more
information, call 262-723-3477 or stop in

above: This large Traeger grill is a great option for a large family
or when entertaining many guests. at left: The Big Green Egg is
different from other grills. It's made of a ceramic material and comes

during business hours: Monday to Friday 8
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Saturday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The main course

Once the grill is chosen and in place it’s
time to delve into outdoor cooking. There
are so many choices of what to cook on the
grill but the most important for many is to
choose quality meats and vegetables to put
on that grill.

The choice of meats for the grill may
depend on the kind of event being held,
from a small family meal to an all-out
backyard party. From brats, hamburgers and
hot dogs to various cuts of steaks, there are
plenty of choices to be made when planning
the menu.

There are several places in the area to
consider going to purchase quality meats
for your grill.

Lake Geneva Country Meats on
Highway 50, a few miles east of downtown
Lake Geneva, has been providing quality
meats since John and Rita Leahy first
opened the meat packing company in the
area in 1965.

Over the years, it has continued to grow
and still offers a variety of fresh meats,
salads, frozen meats and fish, along with
a variety of seasonings to ensure that your
meat tastes the best it can regardless of how
it’s being cooked.

One of the most popular foods to cook
on the grill in the summertime is bratwurst,
and the quality and variety of brats
available at Lake Geneva Country Meats
are worthy of a visit. According to Nick
Vorpagel, Vice President of Lake Geneva

SPIRIT of GENEVA LAKES
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in several sizes.

Country Meats, the most popular flavor of
their bratwurst is the cherry brat.

“Many people like to cook their brats in
beer but often make the mistake of boiling
the brat in beer,” Vorpagel explained.
“Instead, first boil them in water on medium
heat for about 10 minutes. This assures
that the meat is evenly cooked throughout
the brat. Then it is time to place them on
the medium grill to brown the outside, and
turning them every 2 to 3 minutes so they
brown evenly.”

If you do want them to be in beer,
which is the way many people prefer, Nick
recommends heating the beer slowly but
not boiling it, add onions to the pan and
let them warm slowly, and then place the
cooked brats in the warm beer and onions.
He also recommends putting the cooked
brat on a brat bun, never a hot dog bun, and
adding whatever condiments you enjoy.

In addition to brats, Vorpagel
recommends their quality steaks for
grilling. They offer a variety that all work
well on the grill. And don’t forget the
pork chops or the ribs for they too can be
enjoyed whether cooked inside or out on
the grill.

And finally, Nick encourages people to
broaden their horizons when grilling.

“Don’t stop on just cooking the meat or
even fish on the grill. Corn and asparagus
are also delicious on the grill. Put
everything for your meal on the grill,” he
said.

Lake Geneva Country Meats is at
907 Highway 50, Lake Geneva. Hours
are Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
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above: Andy Sorg of Sorg’'s Meats takes a
few minutes away from butchering to visit with
customers. at right: The variety of brat flavors
available is sure to suit many taste preferences
at any cookout. A staple at many cookouts are
hot dogs — beef or a combination of beef and
pork, which come in a variety of flavors. When
shopping for meat to grill, popular choices
include brats — plain or in a variety of special
flavors — and steaks.
SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes

Saturday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sunday, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information, call
262-248-3339.

sorgs Quality Meats
and sausages

In Darien, there is another long time
meat specialty shop offering quality
products, Sorgs Quality Meats and
Sausages, now with second and third
generation members of the family running
the business.

Andy Sorg, 86, still works full time as

a butcher although he says that at his age of them are not available at all times but size or in 9” family size. Sorgs also has a
lifting those heavy sides of beef is hard. are created at various times of the year. variety of fruit pies available
And, because he helps care for his wife, he “One of the most popular of the Sorgs Quality Meats and Sausages is
is considering slowing down to three days  available burgers is known as the Al at N4290 U.S. Hwy 14, Darien. Hours
a week this winter. Capone Burger, an Italian flavored are Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Sorgs produces over 50 types of burger with chunks of summer sausage Saturday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more
sausages, including a variety of bratwurst and mozzarella cheese embedded in the information, call 262-724-5554.
as well as wieners, burgers and more. burger,” she said. “Any of these burgers _
“While cooking brats and hot dogs, on offeg}s a unique taste a1}1]d are wonder%ul WIlSOIl'S Farm Meals
the grill is a favorite of many Wisconsin when cooked on the grill. No MSG is ever In the Elkhorn area, Wilson’s Farm
residents, we also offer a variety of flavored added to our sausages or burgers.” Meats offers a wide variety of meat.
burgers that are enjoyed,” said Diane Sorg, Sorgs also offers steak on a stick — a Initially, and still known for their quality
part of the current generation of the Sorg skewer with prime pieces of steak on it, pork raised on the family farm, Wilson’s
family helping run the market on Route 14.  which makes it easy to grill. They also also carries top quality beef and other meats
“We offer hamburgers of the top quality recommend baby back ribs for the grill. as well as fish and other seafood. Try the
meat that are delicious. In addition, we In addition to their fresh meats, they also freshly made brats, brat patties, burgers or
offer a variety of burgers with unique carry a number of seasonings that can add  steaks on the grill this summer.
flavors,” she said. even more flavor. Wilson’s Farm Meats is at, 406 S.
Flavored burgers include French onion, Additionally, Sorgs offers heat and Wisconsin St., Elkhorn. Hours are Monday
cheeseburgers with Jarlsberg or cheddar eat entrees featuring popular meat pies, to Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat and Sunday
added, mushroom and Swiss burger, turkey and vegetables, and chicken rice, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more information,

campfire burgers, and Cuban burgers. All along with others. They come in individual call 262-723-2919.
SPIRIT of GENEVA LAKES ————— 17
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: : fly balloons. After receiving my Private
EnJ Oy the Vle\X/ Pilot’s Certificate for hot air balloons from

the FAA, I jumped on the balloon racing

W|th |_a ke Gene\/a circuit and traveled the Midwest,” Trione

said.
During this time on the racing circuit,
Ba uoon Com pa ny he sharpened his skills as he raced

against some of the best pilots in the

by Sandra Landen Machaj area. He moved on in 2000 to acquire his
CORRESPONDENT Commercial Pilot’s Certificate for piloting
As a hot air balloon takes off in the balloons and was hired by a local balloon
morning for a sunrise ride — or in the company to fly balloons that could carry six
afternoon across the Lake Geneva area, to 12 passengers.
most people involved are excited. Some After two years of working for another
because it’s their first trip up in a hot air company and learning more about the
balloon, others because they are enjoying business of ballooning at the same time,
the view for a second or even third time. Trione started Lake Geneva Balloon

But no one on the balloon is likely more  Company, which has continued to grow and
excited than John Trione, owner of the Lake prosper over the years.

Geneva Balloon Company and the chief “We are most proud of our perfect

pilot. safety record,” Trione said. “We don’t ever
Trione took his first hot air balloon ride  compromise safety.”

over 20 years ago and said he fell so in love There is generally a mix of people on

with it that he knew he needed to take the the ride, some taking their first ride and

next step. others who gone and returned. Each flight

“I spent the next 18 months learning to is approximately an hour in length but

SPIRIT of GENEVA LAKES

A balloon travels
over farm fields in the
Southern Lakes area.

before the actual flight there is much to be
accomplished.

Flight time options

The Lake Geneva Balloon Company
offers a choice of two flight times, a
morning flight and an afternoon flight,
but they are both dependent on weather
conditions. Flights are often postponed due
to inclement weather, and not wanting to
compromise safety.

If booked for a morning flight, a wake-
up call from Trione or a member of his
crew will take place. They will let the
passengers know where to meet for the lift
off. Once gathered at the assigned space,
guests can view the crew assembling the
balloon and basket and then inflating the
balloon, which will take about an hour.

The entire preparation, flight, descent,
and landing will take about three hours.

Each flight is unique as it’s dependent
on the wind direction and speed. Where it
takes off from and the planned landing area
often changes due to the weather especially
the wind direction and speed.
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Office: 262-728-3411

of Beneva Lakes SRS
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“We have several property owners who are fine with us landing
on their land. We call them to let them know we will be landing
there and the ground crew makes its way there to help secure the
landing,” Trione said.

He explained that while many people would like to fly over
Geneva Lake, they rarely do so because of its large size and lack
of spaces to land. Most of the homeowners on the lake prefer the
balloon does not land in their yard.

Lake Geneva Balloon Company, however, often flies over Lake
Como, just north of the city as it’s a much smaller lake with more
open space to land around it.

Part of the growth of the balloon company is with the equipment
used.

“Four seasons ago, we created a new balloon and basket
that will hold eight passengers,” Trione said. “It contains four
compartments that each holds two people.”

The new balloon, which was designed by Trione, is green,
purple and yellow — his fraternity colors. It’s the first brand new

These passengers enjoy the memories being made
while riding on a hot air balloon.
COURTESY LAKE GENEVA BALLOON CO. Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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balloon that he designed and purchased.

Coming up with a name that aptly described

the new balloon was not a problem. A
former mayor of Harvard described the
balloon as a reminder of New Orleans and
its Mardi Gras because of its colors.

“So, this balloon became Geneva Jester,”

said Trione.

Patience is key

Because the weather can be so fickle,
they may have to cancel flights and
reschedule, and sometimes cancellations
can occur several times, especially during
stretches of inclement weather, with rain,
high winds, thunder and lightning.

Having a larger basket and balloon for
more people allows for fewer flying days
and more people can be accommodated on
the days suitable for flying.

Dressing comfortably for the flight is
essential. It’s hot in the balloon as people
are standing under a 220-degree bag of heat
and, if it’s a bright day, are exposed to the
hot sun while up in the basket. Hats are
recommended to keep heads protected from
the sun.

Climbing into the basket, which is 58
inches high, often requires help. Not only
does one have to climb over the side of the
basket, but then needs to drop down into it.
There are step holds built into the basket to
help with the process.

As the balloon lifts off and begins to
float in the air and rises slowly passing

Al

@AL

Lleft: John Trione stands in front of his newest
balloon, Geneva Jester, which features the
colors of green, purple and yellow. right:

Riding in a hot air balloon offers a very different
view of the scenery.
COURTESY LAKE GENEVA BALLOON CO. Spirit of Geneva Lakes

homes, sometimes barns and eventually
makes its way over the treetops, each
person experiences it differently. But the
sense of flying in the open air is one that
many enjoy so much they return for a
subsequent flight.

While some go on a hot air balloon ride
just for the experience itself, others are
celebrating a special occasion.

According to Trione, there have been
people who have gotten engaged on a hot
air balloon flight and even married, on at

SPIRIT of GENEVA LAKES

least one flight. Others may be celebrating
a birthday or an anniversary or simply be
looking to check an experience off their
bucket list.

Whatever their reason for the flight, the
crew at Lake Geneva Balloon Company
aims to make sure they have a great
experience.

After the flight is over, the group gathers
for a non-alcoholic toast and to celebrate
their flight. The Balloonist’s prayer is also
recited with the toast. Those that have been
on the hot air balloon flight are awarded
their certificate of having completed it.

A few rewminders

When signing up for a flight there are a
few restrictions. Children younger than 8
years of age are not allowed to fly.

Each person, who will be going must be
able to understand and follow the directions
of the captain for their own safety. The
flight requires standing for the one-hour trip
and the ability to climb in and out of the
basket.

The pilot needs to be aware of any major
health issues, especially back issues, neck
injuries, pregnancy or any other medical
conditions that could make it difficult for
one to fly.

“We currently have two pilots and are
always looking for additional certified pilots,”
Trione said. “We have two student pilots who
work with us and both of them are women.
So, this is not just a field for men.”
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There was a store where unique hot
air balloon items could be purchased and
flights could be booked, but it’s been closed
as Lake Geneva Balloon Company moves
forward to an easier and more modern way
of providing service for their customers.

They will soon be opening an online
store where items can be purchased such
as t-shirts and sweatshirts and hoodies with
hot air balloons pictured on them. There
are also baseball styled caps and a popular
hummingbird feeder, which is shaped like
a hot air balloon. It would make a great
gift for someone who has taken a hot air
balloon ride or someone who has it on their
bucket list, as would another item available,
hand blown glass balloons.

The online store is being worked on
now and will open this fall in time for
Christmas shopping. Find the store at
hotairballoonstore.com.

Booking a flight has also become easier,
according to Trione.

“We are doing it online so all you have
to do is go to www.lakegenevaballoon.
com and fill out the form with your
information,” he said. “Frequently asked
questions are available on the site and if
anything is unclear or you have additional
questions feel free to call us during business
hours.”

Looking ahead, 2027 will mark the 25-
year celebration of Lake Geneva Balloon
Company and they hope to make it a joyous
celebration for area residents and visitors.

Trione said they are already working on an
exciting event.

“We are planning on bringing a Hot Air
Balloon Festival to the area to celebrate our
25th anniversary and to encourage more
people to enjoy hot air ballooning,” he said.
“We hope to bring in a group of balloonists
and their balloons to participate in this
event.

“Hopefully, this event will not only

bring new people to try hot air ballooning
but to also bring in new recruits who are
interested in becoming pilots. Watch for
further information as we plan this event,”
he added.

For more information about Lake
Geneva Balloon Company call 262-
206-3975 during normal business hours,
Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
or follow the Facebook page.

from top: This photograph shows how the large footprint of a hot air balloon; John Trione and his crew work on inflating a balloon prior to a flight.

COURTESY LAKE GENEVA BALLOON CO. Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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above:
This beautiful
light fixture
was created
for the
Mercantile. It
can be seen
through the
open barn
door from the
road.
right:
A small
portable
bathtub
makes a
perfect
planter,
shown
filled with
asparagus
ferns.

SANDRA
LANDEN MACHAJ
Spirit of
Geneva Lakes
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Aplace
give things
aney life

illow Farm
Mercantile
features items
from near and far

by Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

The formal opening of Willow Farm
Mercantile in Salem in late June was both
the beginning and end of a long journey
that Donna Schroeder began many years
ago. The story begins in her childhood
when she and her mother lived on the farm
with her grandparents.

“It was always a fun place to grow up,”
Schroeder said. “Because we lived with
my grandparents, my cousins were always
coming out to visit and, on the farm, there
is always something fun to do.”

Willow Farm Mercantile makes its home
on Town Road in the large dairy barn that
was part of that farm. It has now been
transformed into a huge retail space filled
with new and antique items from around
the world to make any space unique and
beautiful.

“Turning this huge barn, and the
surrounding space into the Willow Farm
Mercantile was a difficult job, one that
required many hours of work,” Schroeder
said. “Many hands went into getting it
ready to be a retail store.”

The work began by cleaning out the
equipment that had accumulated throughout
the years and cleaning the barn. Then there
was the problem of birds that had always
made their way into the barn. According to
Schroeder, with the help of a friend, they
hung sails near the top of the barn in an
effort to keep birds high up, and so far, it
seems to have worked. The sails also give
the space an open outdoor look with the
impression of huge clouds in the sky.

Schroeder has artistic talent and moved
to Illinois to attend the Design School
of Chicago at the Institute of Art. After
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completing her studies, she worked for Sherwin Williams Paint as
a color-marketing specialist in Cleveland. For a time, she also lived
in Oak Park, Illinois, where many artistic people seem to find a
home. After all, it was the home of Frank Lloyd Wright.

She returned home to the farm to care for her mother when she
became ill. Now it remains her home and also houses her business,
Willow Farm Mercantile.

Mercantile is a term we don’t often hear used in today’s
description of a business. It’s defined as a place where merchants
sold their wares. Early general stores were the mercantile stores,
where people went for their everyday needs and maybe some
specialty items.

Naming this a mercantile makes sense to Schroeder as much
of the merchandise has been collected from around the world and
brought here to be sold to people seeking a special look in their
homes.

(athering the goods

As Schroeder began to gather merchandise to fill Willow Tree
Mercantile, she took an extensive shopping trip, which included
stops in Hungary and India as well as an additional trip to Mexico.

“At each of these places I found a variety of unique items
perfect for Willow Farm,” she said. “T purchased those I felt would
work well and that were in my budget. With a space as large as
this two story barn, it would be impossible to purchase everything
needed to fill it in one shopping trip.”

Many of the items purchased had to be shipped in large shipping
containers. It took time to make the trip abroad, ship the items by
boat across the ocean, and then additional travel across the country
to Wisconsin.

“I would purchase items until the shipping containers were
filled,” Schroeder explained.

With the main door to the barn open, the beautiful chandelier
that Schroeder had designed to hang in the entranceway stands out.
This unique light fixture adds bright light to the upper floor of the
mercantile. There are also smaller versions of similar lights from
Turkey that are for sale, sure to bring a bright and colorful new
look to any room in a home.

“Before I settled on the idea of opening the mercantile, I thought
I would grow lavender. That was not successful so I went back
to what I love to do, working with design and color,” Schroeder

from top: Donna Schoeder, owner of Willow Farm Mercantile, relaxes
on an antique bench at her business. This wooden wheelbarrow would
be a great addition to someone’s lawn décor.
SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes

WILLOW FARM &2,
MERCANTILE

Unique gift, furniture, vintage and
lifestyle store located in a 1890s
Wisconsin dairy barn

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK FOR HOURS
4719 Town Rd., Salem, WI 53168
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D0 You enjoy reading

ihis publication?

We sure enjoy bringing it to you. To those readers
who have sent a donation to help underwrite
the increasing costs of producing The Spirit of
Geneva Lakes magazine, We Thank You! For those
who haven’t but would like to help assure future
editions, please send a donation in any amount to:
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1903 SALOON ¢ 11230 260th Avenue, Trevor, Wl 53179.
262-298-7005. Comfortable gathering place with friends.
Dine in or take out. Excellent food. Specialty drinks.

LD, %% 1

THE GREEN GROCER AND DELI * 24 W.

Geneva St., Williams Bay. 262-245-9077. www.
greengrocergenevalake.com Organic grocery store with a
deli. Serving sandwiches made with Boars Head meat and
cheese, homemade soups, salads and pizzas, wine, beer
and cocktails. Dine in, Carryout or delivery.

Open 7 days a week. L, D, $-$$ 1 ®O©

LOCAL FOLKS RESTAURANT & PUB ¢ 39601 60th
St. (Slades Corners), Burlington. 262-539-3200. Open 6am
every morning! B, L, D, $, FF, 71 ©

SPORTSMAN’S PUB & GRUB ¢ 25313 W. Loomis Rd.,
Wind Lake, WI 53185. 262-895-1055. Join us Friday and
Saturday FOR THE BEST PRIME RIB IN TOWN! $2.00 OFF
Any prime rib dinner. Sunday morning breakfast served 8am
til Noon. L, D, FF, © $$

explained. “I decided to
make a space where I could
create a place for people

to find new and exciting
things to add to their lives.
I also enjoyed taking
objects and repurposing
them to give them a new
life.”

On the first trip to
purchase items, Schroeder
said she bought a lot of
carpets from Turkey.

“I also added some
here in the United States
from a carpet business that
closed,” she said. “The
beautiful and colorful

WILLOW.
FARM
MERCANTILE

Hours:
Thurs - Sat 10-5
Sun 11-4

Mercantile.”

80 much to see

As one meanders

388406

MICHAEL’S ON THE LAKE * 3101 Eagle Road,
Kansasville, WI 53139. (262) 878-3313. A Wisconsin supper
club on the shore of Eagle Lake. Known for our steaks, prime
rib on Saturday night, fish fry on Wednesday and Friday,
baby back ribs and our famous carrot cake. Visit www.
michaelsonthelakeWl.com for our full menu. Open Wed.

& Thurs. @ 3; Fri. & Sat. @ 11; Noon on Sunday. L, D, $$$,
GF,FF,© SRT &

PINE STREET CAFE ¢ 141 N. Pine St., Burlington, WI
53105. 262-763-9800. Homestyle food made from scratch
daily using only the finest, freshest ingredients. Breakfast ®
Lunch ¢ Dinner. Fish Fry Every Friday. Sunday 6am - 3pm.
Monday - Saturday 6am - 8pm. $$, B, L, D, FF, ©

LUISA’S e Just off Hwy. 50, 12 mi. east of Lake Geneva.
262-537-4795. Superb ltalian & American cuisine. Dine in,
carry out, delivery, catering avail., call ahead & will have it
hot ready to go. D, $$ 1

B&D’S VILLAGE INN ¢ 34414 Geneva Rd., New Munster,
WI. 262-537-4719. Open daily at 11am
Serving Friday fish fry!

carpets from Turkey, which
is known for their creative
carpets, add color to the

/ 7 (allfor Carry Out & Delivery Options

d > : -
Willow Farm Mercantile opened for
business in late June and will remain
open until around Christmas.
SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes

through the upper floor of the barn there are a variety of rugs

in different colors. There are also other unique pieces including
ceramic dishes, and some pottery from both Turkey and Mexico.
Time spent perusing the many objects on display may inspire
shoppers to change up their own space.

The style throughout the shop is very eclectic with new items,
antique items and repurposed items available for sale. Schroeder is
just beginning to have some imported clothing items added to the
mix and plans to import more next year.

Information
is suhbject to
change. Please
contact individual
restaurant for
more information.

MARS RESORT ¢ W 4098 S. Shore Dr., Lake Geneva.

A classic Wisconsin supper club “nestled on the shores of
Lake Como.” Open 7 days a week at 11am. Out of this world
ribs and spectacular sunsets! Reserve one of our Igloos on
our “Fire and Ice” Deck for a truly unique experience. We
created special platters that are sure to please all of our
guests. Enjoy our Piano Bar for fun Friday and Saturday
nights. Call 262-245-5689 today and visit
www.mars-resort.com to view our menu. L, D, FF, $$ 7

GINO’S EAST OF CHICAGO ° 300 Wrigley Dr., Lake
Geneva. 262-248-2525. www.ginoseastlakegeneva.
com. Chicago’s original deep dish pizza, Italian
sandwiches, salads and entrees. L, D, $-$$ 1

WATERFRONT PUB & GRILL « 408 State Rd. 50,
Delavan, WI. 262-728-4700. www.waterfrontdelavan.com
Great atmosphere for all occasions with homemade food!
Indoor patios available for private parties. Dine in or pick

up through our drive thru window. Daily specials including
Friday Fish Fry and Saturday Prime Rib. Specialty cocktails
and 19 beers on tap. Open 7 Days A Week -11 am L, D, FF,
$-$$ 1 ©

B: Breakfast L:Lunch D: Dinner

ey

$3$%: Mostly under $30 FF: Fish Fry ®&: Reservations requested

NC: No credit cards accepted $: Mostly under $10 $$: Mostly under $20 GF: Gluten free

7 : Alcohol served ©: Kids menu SR: Senior menu

474406
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The goal is to also bring in one of
a kind artist created items, including
some stained glass pieces created in
Seattle by a cousin along with work
created by other local artists.

Outside there are a variety of pieces
that can enhance a yard or other
outdoor space. There are colorful
planters that hang on the wall and
wooden wheelbarrows that can be
planted with flowers to brighten things
up. One notably unique item is a
portable bathtub that can be filled with
a variety of flowers.

The first weekend in October
Willow Farm Mercantile will be part
of the Shop Hop, a yearly event where
shoppers visit a variety of businesses in
the Wisconsin and the northern Illinois
area. These businesses have signed up
to be part of this event with each place
carrying unique merchandise.

Last year, Schroeder said, they
participated as a pop up before the
store officially opened. Those who are
out perusing during the Shop Hop are
encouraged to stop in and see the barn
as well as visiting other area shops that
participate.

The goal at the mercantile is to

create a community where people

can come and enjoy nature and where
artists can support each other and share
their art and grow together.

Like most farms, there are several
animals on the grounds including three
goats, a donkey, and a horse fenced in
near the barn. They are all very friendly
and when they see visitors near the
fence, they will come over to say hello
and enjoy a friendly greeting and a soft
petting.

Currently, the Mercantile is open
Thursday through Saturday from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4
p-m. The open season will be from spring
to Christmas, at which point it will close
to allow Donna to travel and purchase
more unique items for the store.

When planning a visit to the
mercantile, leave enough time to explore
the many special items on display. And
of course, figure in enough time to say
hello to the donkey, the goats, and the
horse — all who are happy to be part of
the welcoming committee.

The Willow Farm Mercantile is
located at 4719 Town Rd., Salem. For
more information, like and follow the
Facebook page.

from top right: This donkey is one of numerous animals on the farm and is happy to
get a treat or friendly pat from visitors; While at the Mercantile, be sure to visit the goats
who enjoy making new friends; These painted jars look similar to old water jars from
the Middle East but are actually ceramic jars from Mexico; Rugs, many from Turkey, are
displayed throughout the barn, available in a variety of colors and patterns.
SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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262-349-3618

JERRY KROUPA

View my properties at www.lakehomeswi.net

OFFICE AT 102 N. WISCONSIN ST., ELKHORN

1211 Hobbs Dr, Delavan - Prime Commercial Opportu-
nity in the City of Delavan! Take advantage of this high-vis-
ibility, high-traffic location with excellent frontage—perfect
for businesses looking to expand or establish a presence in
a thriving area. This versatile 6,000 sq ft building offers a
flexible layout featuring 3 private office spaces, 2 restrooms,
and an overhead door for easy loading and unloading. Am-
ple parking with 7 designated spaces adds convenience
for customers and staff. Ideal for a variety of commercial
uses. Don't miss this opportunity to secure a premier spot

O a) properties
CHRISTIE'S

FITFERLSTIINRE RFA FTATE

SR

Jerry Kroupa, REALTOR®

W1260 South Shore, Palmyra - Your lakefront search stops
here! Move-in ready two-story with walk-out lower level and 65’ of
frontage on Blue Spring Lake. Low-voltage lighting runs to the float-
ing pier and boat ShoreStations which stay in year-round. Lakeside
kitchen with large breakfast bar and dining area offer extended lake
views and access to multi-level decking which leads to lake access.
Lakeside level lawn and shed. Cozy living room with wood-burning
fireplace. In-floor heating system upgraded in 2021 with backup
furnace and new A/C system installed in 2025. Main floor laundry
room and Master Suite with lakeside sitting room. Upstairs offers
four bedrooms and a full bath. Lower-level rec room with sliding
glass door for lake access. Blue Spring Lake is an all-sports lake
with crystal clear water. $749,700

N8367 Hillburn Mill Rd, Elkhorn - The ultimate nature enthu-
siast property on a very private 5.73 acres, amongst majestic oak
trees. You'll be impressed by this 5 BD, 3.5 bath, 2 story with fin-
ished walk-out. As you enter the foyer off the covered porch you're
greeted by the LR with vaulted ceiling gas fireplace adjacent to Ktch
with wood floors, large breakfast bar, granite tops and new Bosch
appliances WiFi capable. Off the ktch you have a dinette with deck
access, formal dining room plus den off dinette. Master BD ensuite
with double vanity, soaking tub plus glass shower and walk-in clos-
et. 2nd Bd with Vaulted ceiling. Upstairs offers a loft 3rd BD with
sitting area, jack and jill bath & 4th Bd. Family room walk-out to
cement patio, 5th Bd and ample storage. Walking trails throughout
the woods and natural spring pond. $950,700

W5135 Sterlmgwurth 01 Elkhurn - Located in a prime spot at
Sterlingworth Condominiums in the atrium, this 2-bedroom, 2-bath
unit is just steps from the beach with its own boat slip. Enjoy stun-
ning lake views through a wall of sliding glass doors leading to
a spacious deck. The eat-in kitchen features a breakfast bar and
dinette, while the living room offers a cozy gas fireplace. The master
suite boasts an updated bath with a walk-in multi-head tile shower
and double vanity. Wood flooring throughout. Direct access to the
indoor pool, tennis and pickleball courts, and the finest sand beach
on the lake. Just a short walk to Lauderdale Golf Course & minutes
to Kettle Moraine trailhead. Turn-key for effortless lakefront living!
$697,700

210 E Walworth St, Elkhorn - Endless possibilities with B1
zoning—ideal for a variety of business ventures or easily used as
a single-family home. Charming 1900s Farmhouse in Prime Loca-
tion - Walk to Town! Step into timeless charm with this beautifully
maintained 1900s farmhouse, perfectly situated within walking
distance to the heart of Elkhorn. Featuring 4 spacious bedrooms
and 1.5 baths, this home blends historic character with everyday
convenience. Whether you're drawn to the inviting front porch, the
classic architectural details, or the unbeatable location, this property
is ideal for those seeking comfort, charm, and community. Don’t
miss this rare opportunity to own a piece of local history in an ideal
setting. $309,700

in the heart of Delavan’s business corridor. $695,000

W5712 North Dr Elkhnrn - Exquisitely remodeled in 2020, this
stunning 3-bed, 2-bath ranch offers 92 feet of Middle Lake frontage
with breathtaking, expansive views. The main level features soaring
vaulted ceilings, a wall of sliding glass doors opening to a spacious
wraparound deck, and a chef’s kitchen with elegant Quartz counter-
tops, designer backsplash, KitchenAid SS appliances, and a striking
waterfall island with bar seating. A luxurious bedroom and spa-like
bath with heated floors and a glass shower complete the main floor.
The walk-out lower level boasts a chic beverage center, 2 additional
bedrooms, a modern bath with glass shower, and laundry. Two 9x12
sheds, including one lakeside, lead to the pier and manicured yard.
$1,049,700

9 § Wisconsin St, Elkhorn - Prime Downtown Elkhorn Location!
Unlock the potential of this versatile 2,000 sq ft commercial space,
ideally situated in the heart of downtown Elkhorn. Featuring two
bathrooms and a flexible second level—perfect for additional retail,
office use, or even conversion into an apartment. Enjoy excellent
street visibility with large window displays and high foot traffic. Just
steps away from popular shops and restaurants. Bring your vision
and watch your business thrive! $259,700
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\?/ 16TH ANNUAL ,

* LABORoF LOVE
 MUSIC FESTIVAL |

I 11:30AM - 7PM IAugust 31, 2025

_""

ANDREW DIEHL ~ THE NlGHTMEN
THE FRETLINERS
THE JOSEPH HUBER BAND

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC, FOOD TRUCKS,
FACE PAINTING, RAFFLES, OUR ANNUAL

BUTTERFLY RELEASE, & MORE !
NEW MUNSTER PARK,

,

34315 GENEVA ROAD

NEW MUNSTER, WI 53152
ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT SUICIDE AWARENESS,
PREVENTION, & EDUCATION

e
i

WWW.JUSTLIVEINC.ORG =
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AUGUST 27-
SEPTEMBER 1

%k %k ke k k ko ke k ok ko k ok ke

WALWORTH COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS - ELKHORN, WI
WEDNESDAY

RICE’S PRO RODEO
WITH BELLA CAIN %k %k ok k ko k ko ke k k ok ke

SPONSORED BY JAKE LEISER PAINTING

; ; £ LA
* AUG. 27TH'SEPT lST 2025*

& TANIS CONSTRUCTION £ ;}: -
GD B {fq
THURSDAY "R Eo
CHRIS TOMLIN TR e
SPONSORED BY rF;F
THRIVENT SHORELINE GROUP ]
FRIDAY ’_ ,".E-'—'- -
Pl MOTORSPORTS = =
TRACTOR & TRUCK PULLS ' '*r
SPONSORED BY
GREAT LAKES COMPONENTS
SATURDAY
ALABAMA

WITH SPECIAL GUEST JONNY
LYONS & THE PRIDE

SPONSORED BY KUNES RV/AUTO/
TRUCK/COMMERCIAL

SUNDAY
WARRANT
WITH SPECIAL GUEST SIIN

SPONSORED BY THE ECKLUND GROUP
@PROPERTIES

MONDAY
DEMOLITION DERBY

SPONSORED BY AMERICAN TRUCK CENTER,

E g .f ke i
PETE’S TIRE ELKHORN,
SUPERIOR CONSTRUCTION O O OOl d
Fon entertainment schedules & more info visit:

www.WalworthCountyFairgrounds.com
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