
JULY 30-AUG. 5, 2025    VOLUME 14 • NUMBER 13

~ including McHenry County News

DISPLAY ADS l CLASSIFIEDS l DELIVERY: (815) 877-4044 
Email: news@hi-liter.com  •  Published By Southern Lakes Newspapers & Rock Valley Publishing

 As of Feb. 9, 2022 Hi-Liter is the successor publication to McHenry County News

1

Free!

CONTACT US AND REQUEST 
A FREE ESTIMATE

(847) 526-9300
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Check Out Our Website 
Gallery at aronsonfence.com

info@aronsonfence.net

• Over 30 Years In Business •

• Wood • Aluminum • Polyvinyl
• Cedar • Chainlink • Custom

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

RONSON
FENCEA CO.,

INC.

473829

464 Orchard Street(next to Piggly Wiggly in Antioch)OPEN 5:00 A.M.

PLAZA LAUNDROMAT

Large Capacity Washers

387985

COME CLEAN WITH US!

Friendly, Helpful
Attendants

By Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT
 On a beautiful summer day, there 
is nothing better for many people 
than to spend the time outdoors, en-
joying the fresh open air. Spending it 
with family members, especially the 
young people in our lives can make 
it even more special. 
 Those seeking a place to spend 
time outside doing a variety of activ-
ities should consider a trip to Chain 
O’Lakes State Park, which is locat-
ed in the heart of Illinois’ largest 
concentration of natural lakes. With 
nearly 6,500 acres of water and 488 
miles of shoreline, it’s appropriately 
referred to as “the heart of a water 
wonderland” by the Illinois Depart-

ment of Natural Resources represen-
tatives.
 There are nearly endless opportu-
nities for people and families, enough 
to surely curb the somewhat common 
boredom that can come with summer, 
particularly for children.
 While the area did not become a 
state park until 1945, the history of 
it goes back far earlier, when the Al-
gonquin tribes made their home here. 
The predominant tribes were the Mi-
ami, Mascouten and Potawatomi.
 They were all semi-nomadic 
tribes who grew corn and hunted 
and fished for their food. The land 
in the Chain O’Lakes area was per-
fect for their lifestyle as it featured 
fertile soil to grow their corn and 

‘Heart of a water wonderland’
Chain O’Lakes State Park features a variety of offerings
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 Above: Walking the trails through the park offers an opportunity 
to enjoy time outdoors, get some exercise and spend time with fam-
ily or friends. Left: The main entrance to Chain O’Lakes State Park 
is on Wilmot Road south of Route 173.

other plants, many lakes to fish and 
the variety of animals that inhabited 
the open land, which allowed them 
to hunt.
 In 1673, Joliet and Marquette – 
early explorers of the area – made 
their way through as they traveled 
the Fox River. The area they trav-
elled included what is now known as 
Chain O’Lakes State Park.
 In the 1930s, a Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps camp became the Chain 
O’ Lakes Conservation Area, which 
was incorporated into the state park 
in 1957.
 The park is known not only for 
its open lands, picnic areas and 
trails but also for its lengthy shore-
line. It borders three natural lakes in 
the Chain – Grass, Marie and Nip-
persink – and the Fox River, which 
connects the other lakes that make 
up the chain (Bluff, Fox, Pistakee, 
Channel, Petite, Catherine and Red-
head. In addition, the park has a pri-
vate lake, Turner Lake, which covers 
44 acres and is in the camping sec-
tion of the park. 
 Despite having so much water 
frontage, the one activity not avail-
able at the park is swimming as there 
are no beaches.

Spend a day, or several
 “We bring our boat up here fre-
quently in the summer,” shared 
members of the Johnson family, 
from Kane County. “It’s a short ride 
and there is no charge to launch the 
boat. We can spend a day on the wa-
ter and be home in time to put the

See STATE PARK, Page 2
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kids to bed at a reasonable 
hour.”
 The main entrance to the 
park is located on Wilmot 
Road, just south of Route 
173. As one enters the park 
they might be amazed at the 
open prairie land. Much of it 
is wetlands that continues to 
be restored. 
 Further into the park, the 
look changes from open 
grasslands to more heavily 
wooded areas. A variety of 
trails for walking, hiking and 
biking can be seen in various 
areas of the park. 
 For many years there was 
a horse concession on site 
where visitors could pay to 
join a trail ride through the 
park on the designated horse 
trail but for now, at least, 
that’s not an option. 
 “For the past two years 
we have not had a vendor for 
horse rentals,” shared There-
sa Hahl, Office Administrator 
at Chain O’Lakes State Park. 
“We hope to obtain another 
but need to upgrade the facil-
ity first.”
 Meanwhile, one can still 
bring their own horse to the 
park and ride the horse trail. 
There is ample parking for 
horse trailers in the equestri-
an parking area.

Many areas to picnic
 One of the favorite activi-
ties for many to enjoy at the 
park is gathering for a picnic. 
There are several designat-
ed picnic areas: Oak Point, 
Deer Path, Hickory Grove, 
Pike Marsh, Oak Grove, Cat-
fish Grove and Maple Grove. 
Each of these picnic groves 
includes tables, grills, water 
fountains and toilets. 
 Those with children may 
wish to choose Oak Grove or 
Oak Point areas for a picnic 
as there is playground equip-
ment, which the children will 
enjoy before and after eating.
 Picnic areas are open to 
the public, while Oak Point, 
Oak Grove and Deer Path 
have pavilions that may be 
reserved. Check with the 
park office to be sure the pa-
vilions are not reserved be-
fore settling into one for the 
day. 
 After a bite to eat in a pic-
nic area, it might be time to 
hike and work off that meal 
or build up an appetite for the 
next one. 
 There are hiking as well 
as biking trails that range in 
length or they may be com-
bined to make a 6-mile trail 
through the park, accessible 
from any of the picnic areas 
as well as from the park of-
fice/concession stand area. 

Take advantage of the 
bodies of water
 The Chain O’Lakes State 
Park is great for those who 
wish to be on or near the wa-

ter. As stated before, the park 
borders some of the chain so 
is an ideal place to launch a 
boat and get out for a day. 
 While there is no charge to 
launch each boat must have 
paid a user fee to the Fox 
Waterway Agency to use the 
Chain O’ Lakes waterways. 
The stickers can be pur-
chased at the Fox Waterway 
office in Fox Lake or at the 
concession stand in the park. 
 “While we used to have 
paddle boats for rent, this 
year they are on hold as the 
piers are being remodeled,” 
Susan McClaughry, from the 
Camp Post Office explained. 
“Later this year the boat 
launch is also due to be up-
graded but a definite date has 
not been determined.” 
 Along the shore it’s com-
mon to see people with fish-
ing poles in hand trying to 
catch one of the many fish 
found in the lake. There are 
catch as well as size limits 
that are enforced in an effort 
to maintain the supply of fish 
in the lake. Because of the 
shoreline’s marshy nature, 
most of the fishing in the area 
is best done by boat or from 
the fishing piers located near 
the boat launch area. 
 Officials do encourage 
catch-and-release to ensure 
fish are reaching maturity. 
Muskies are one of the fish 
that live a long life and are 
often caught and released 
several times throughout 
their lifetime. There are signs 
posted telling those who fish 
how to release the fish safely 
so that they can continue to 
live and grow.

Camping and more 
activities to explore
 Many visitors come to 
the park to camp, enjoying a 
night or more in nature in a 
tent or camper. The park con-
tains a Class A campground 
with 150 sites available. 
These sites include electric-
ity, disposal stations, flush 
toilets and shower facilities 
nearby. 
 The park also contains 87 
sites that are Class B which 
have water, vault toilets and 
access to showers.
 “Another upgrade this 
year is that all the electric 
service is being upgraded to 
50-amp service,” Hahl said.
 There are several ADA 
accessible campsites at the 
park, four in the Honey Suck-
le area and two in Fox Den.
 In addition, there are five 
sites that can accommodate 
youth groups, with room for 
a total of 150 children. The 
youth group sites are only 
available through advanced 
reservation with park office 
staff and there must be adult 
supervision. Contact them 
for reservations and for ad-
ditional information about 

• State Park   (Continued from front page)
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 In various areas, these turtle crossing signs are seen 
where the turtles make their way across to their nests. 
Left: People fish off one of the piers at the park. Most of it 
is catch-and-release to allow the fish to grow to full size.

PHOTO COURTESY ILLINOIS DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES Hi-Liter/MCN

 In addition to the boat launch at the park, there are several piers. Bottom photo: This aerial view of the park 
entrance road shows the beauty of the area.

youth groups.
 Campsites may be re-
served by contacting the 
park office. Up to 25% of the 
available sites are reserved 
ahead of time while walk-
ins are accepted daily for 
the remainder of the spaces. 
Visitors can only camp in the 
park 14 nights in any 30-day 
period. At the time of regis-
tration, on the day of camp-
ing, visitors must have their 
shelter with them and get it 
set up immediately after reg-
istering. 
 Alcohol is not allowed on 
any site in the campground at 
the park. 
 Visitors can enjoy kaya-
king and fishing from boats 
but note that only small troll-
ing motors are allowed on 
Turner Lake. 

 For those interested in ar-
chery, there is a practice range 
locate on Route 173 west of 
the Fox River. It’s open from 
May 1 until the beginning of 
hunting season, from 8:30 
a.m. until 8 p.m. daily. 
 Pets are allowed in the 
park but must be always kept 
on a leash of 10 feet in length 
or less and be under control 
of the owner.
 There are also a variety 
of winter activities that take 
place in the park including 
ice skating, snow shoeing 
and cross country skiing, 
when the weather cooperates. 
A sledding hill is located near 
the park office and ice fish-
ing is welcome on the Chain 

O’Lakes and on Turner Lake 
when the ice is sufficiently 
frozen. While snowmobiling 
is not permitted in the park, 
access to the frozen lake wa-
ter is provided with parking 
available at the boat launch. 
 The park is open in the 
summer from 6 a.m. to 9 
p.m., daily. It’s closed the last 
weekend in October through 
hunting season; hunting at 
the park is by registration 
only. In the winter, park 
hours are 8 a.m. to sunset.
 Chain O’ Lakes State Park 
is at 8916 Wilmot Road, 
Spring Grove, Illinois. For 
more information, call 847-
587-5512 or visit the website, 
dnr.illinois.gov.
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 Gathering around a picnic table, a family enjoys a day 
at the park, followed by games along the shore. 
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Pet of the week
 Salem is about 8 years old, neutered, up-to-
date on shots, tested negative for FIV, feline leu-
kemia and heartworm and microchipped. Along 
with adoption appointments, walk-ins are also 
welcome and will be accommodated as time per-
mits them. All adoptions, whether by appointment 
or not, require an approved adoption application 
(done on-site or online). For information and/or to 
complete an online application, please visit www.
saveapetil.org/adopt.
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VETERAN’S TRUCK LINE INC.
in Burlington, Wis. is now  
accepting applications for:

TRUCK 
DRIVERS

CALL NOW:
(262) 539-4460

 
 Ask for Don

Go to www.vetstruck.com for applications.
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• 401(k) w/contribution
• Drive newer equipment
•  Paid vacations/holidays
• Paid life/disability
•  Must have Class A CDL and  

pass medical/drug screen

•  Home most nights/every 
weekend

• Paid health benefits
•  Hourly pay starting at $24.00
•  Time & 1/2 over 40 hours
• 6 month $25.00

471963

• Home most nights/every
   weekend
• Paid health benefits
• Competitive Wage
• Time & 1/2 over 40 hours
• 401(k) w/contribution

• Drive newer equipment
• Paid vacations/holidays
• Paid life/disability
• Must have Class A CDL and
   pass medical/drug screen

      

Your Bourbon & Rye Barrel Pick Headquarters

473828

The Largest Wine, Beer & Spirits 
Selection in Lake County

NO LIMIT CASH & CARRY COUPON SPECIALS
(No debit or credit cards)

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES AND CORRECT PRINTING ERRORS
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1.75 LITER

$899

$2999

$999

$2699

$1199
1.75 LITER

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 8/5/25 (No debit or credit cards)

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 8/5/25 (No debit or credit cards)

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 8/5/25 (No debit or credit cards)

$2999

$1499

$2299
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NWE HONOR ALL VALID

LAKE COUNTY LIQUOR ADS
Sale Dates: 

7/30 - 8/5/2025

1.75 LITER

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 8/5/25 (No debit or credit cards)

PROPER 12
IRISH WHISKEY

12-12 OZ. CANS 

(CLOSEOUT
WHILE IT LASTS)

750 ML

PARROT BAY SPICED RUM
OR WHITE RUM

$1199 ($15.99 LESS $4
INSTANT REBATE)

HARTLEY’S BRANDY

SKYLINE VODKA

1.75 LITER1.75 LITER

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 8/5/25 (No debit or credit cards)

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 8/5/25 (No debit or credit cards)

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 8/5/25 (No debit or credit cards)

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 8/5/25 (No debit or credit cards)

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 8/5/25 (No debit or credit cards)

BEEFEATER GIN

ROSSI LIMONCELLO

Sazerac Rye ..................................................... $29.99
Rittenhouse Rye .............................................. $31.99
Driftless Glen Brandy from Baraboo ............ $33.99
Aged in Stagg Bourbon Barrel

Dancing Goat Brandy ...................................... $39.99
Limousin 10 Yr. Rye Chocolate Bitter Finish ..... $49.99
Limousin 10 Yr. Rye Weller Brl. Finish ........ $49.99
Green River Barrel Proof Bourbon ............... $59.99
Jack Daniels

Barrel Proof Tennessee Whiskey ................. $65.99
Elijah Craig Bourbon ....................................... $74.99
Larceny Barrel Proof Bourbon ...................... $76.99
Starlight Rye Apricot Brandy Finish ............ $79.99
Smokewagon Bourbon ................................... $94.99

GLENLIVET
12 YR SCOTCH

750 ML

($34.99 LESS $5
INSTANT REBATE)

1.75 LITER
($34.99 LESS $8 
INSTANT REBATE)

($24.99 LESS $2 
INSTANT REBATE)

HAPPY THURSDAY
SELTZER

antiochwine.com
1180 South Main Street

Southwest Corner Rt. 173 & 83
Antioch, IL 60002 • 847-395-3540

11:00 am-7:00 pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
9:00 am-9:00 pm Thursday, Friday, Saturday

9:00 am-5:00 pm Sunday

($37.99 LESS $8 
INSTANT REBATE)

MILAGRO
SILVER TEQUILA

By Rhiannon Branch
FARMWEEK

Weather conditions and 
disease have created hurdles 
for Illinois strawberry produc-
ers this season.

Austin Flamm with Flamm 
Orchards in Union County 
said their struggles began 
early when a disease called 
Neopestalotiopsis infected 
greenhouses in Canada where 
the Flamms purchase their 
plugs.

“Of the 100,000 plants for 
our early variety, we only 
planted 35,000 of them and 
of those 35,000, I’d say there 
was less than 5,000 that sur-
vived,” Flamm told Farm-
Week, noting a late start to the 
picking season due to poor 
stands.

He said frequent rains and 
disease pressure from high 
moisture conditions impacted 
the crop all season.

“Right now, our production 
has fallen off a lot,” Flamm 
said. “It seems like the plants 
didn’t put on flowers a month 
ago when they needed to be 
putting on flowers, so we’re 
seeing the negative effects of 
that now.”

The Flamms still have ber-
ries and are picking fresh ones 
each day, but supply has not 
met demand.

“We’ve had to pretty well 
turn off our wholesale busi-
ness in order to supply our 
retail business,” he said. “We 
are going to be done (harvest-
ing) sooner than later com-
pared to most years and our 
supply is going to stay limited 
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 Strawberries ripen at Flamm Orchards.

going forward, I’m afraid.”
John Heider, with Heider’s 

Berry Farm in McHenry 
County, said winter was the 
rough stretch for his 18-acre 
patch.

“We lost quite a few plants 
because we had no snow 
cover when it was minus-10 
degrees,” Heider told Farm-
Week. “We also lost some 
about three weeks ago when 
we had a frost that wasn’t re-
ally forecasted, so we weren’t 
prepared to cover them.”

But he said they are still 

expecting a decent crop.
“When you lose the early 

blossoms, the later blossoms 
that are normally smaller will 
then be bigger because they 
didn’t have to compete with 
the early big ones,” Heider 
said. “So, we won’t be short 
of supply. We think we’ll be 
in good shape.”

It could be a couple more 
weeks before berries are ready 
to pick in northern Illinois.

“Last year we started pick-
ing on the 31st of May, which 
was the earliest we ever start-

ed,” Heider said. “This year, 
we’re expecting around the 
15th of June just because it’s 
been a cool, late spring.”

Greg Anderson, with Triple 
M Farm in DeWitt County, 
said the risk of weather vari-
ability is a big reason why he 
chose to grow 8,000 strawber-
ry plants hydroponically in 
vertical stacks.

“It’s a little bit more main-
tenance but we have less en-
vironmental risks for weath-
er and bugs,” Anderson told 
FarmWeek, noting that this 
year’s crop looks good.

It also allows Triple M 
Farm to expand its U-pick 
season to six months.

“We opened about a month 
ago and every weekend we’ve 
been picking up the pace,” 
Anderson said. “With a little 
luck, it won’t slow down all 
the way through October.”

Each of the three growers 
are also focused on caring 
for other specialty crops and 
plants as the calendar turns to 
June.

Flamm is expecting an 
above average peach crop 
and lighter turnout for apples. 
Raspberry harvest will begin 
at Heider’s in late July and 
Anderson’s crew has started 
planting 20,000 mums for the 
fall season.

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com.

Weather, disease challenge Illinois’ strawberry crop

Lake County State’s Attorney’s Office’s public statement 
on improving community safety for all residents

 Lake County State’s Attorney 
Eric Rinehart released the following 
statement in response to recent 
reports of immigration enforcement 
occurring in the county assuring 
all Lake County residents that their 
safety and well-being remain a top 
priority: 
 “The Lake County State’s 
Attorney’s Office is dedicated to 
serving all residents of Lake County 
and upholding justice for EVERY 
victim—regardless of immigration 
status—with a trauma-informed 
approach built on the principles of 
trust and safety. It is imperative that 
victims and witnesses feel safe to 
report crimes so that perpetrators 
don’t go unpunished. We won’t 
have safe and healthy communities 
if people are afraid to contact 
the police or cooperate with the 
prosecutor’s office.”
 The Lake County State’s 
Attorney’s Office is a county office 

independent from the federal 
government and is required to 
follow both state and federal law. 
No federal court has struck down or 
invalidated the TRUST Act signed 
by Governor Bruce Rauner in 2017.  
 In accordance with valid Illinois 
laws governing interactions with 
the immigrant community, the Lake 
County State’s Attorney’s Office: 
• will never ask about immigration 
status, will not require immigration 
status documentation, and will not 
keep records of immigration status;  
• has created a process to protect 
immigrants victimized by violent 
crime by: pro-actively providing 
information, connecting them to 
legal civil resources, and reviewing 
all certification request in a timely 
manner as required by the VOICES 
ACT;  
• will keep victim information 
confidential – including legal 
status – and will not share it with 

federal immigration agents (unless 
presented with a federal criminal 
warrant; or when they are otherwise 
required by a specific federal law). 
The Illinois Crime Victims’ Bill 
of Rights protects access to any of 
the victim’s information including 
legal status;   
• will not assist in the enforcement 
of civil immigration law (unless 
presented with a federal criminal 
warrant; or when they are otherwise 
required by a specific federal law) 
as required in the TRUST ACT; and  
• will prosecute and punish 
any notario or individual who 
defrauds vulnerable immigrants by 
pretending to be an immigration 
expert.  
 The Lake County State’s 
Attorney’s Office is committed to 
protecting every victim throughout 
the criminal legal process and 
providing a safe and supportive 
environment for all. 

 The McHenry County 
Department of Health is en-
couraging residents to take 
common-sense precautions to 
avoid gastrointestinal illnesses 
more commonly experienced 
during summer. 
 The MCDH has seen a 
threefold increase in salmo-
nella cases in June over May. 
Diseases such as salmonella, 
campylobacteriosis and cyc-
losporiasis can be contracted 
by consuming or handling 
contaminated or undercooked 
food, drinking contaminated 
water or contact with infected 
animals or animal waste. 
 Symptoms of these infec-
tions include diarrhea, which 
may be bloody, and also may 
include cramps, abdominal 
pain and sometimes fever 
within times varying from days 
to weeks after exposure to the 
source. Nausea and vomiting 
may also occur. The illnesses 
can last a few days to a month 
or longer, depending on the 
illness and the individual’s 
immune system. Those who 
believe they have symptoms 
should contact their healthcare 
provider as soon as possible. 
 Most people with the above 
illnesses will recover on their 
own and should drink extra flu-
ids to prevent dehydration. An-
tibiotics are occasionally used 
to treat severe cases or people 
who are at high risk for severe 
disease. 
 Taking the following simple 
steps are the best ways to pre-
vent infection: 
 • Do not drink raw (unpas-
teurized) milk or untreated wa-
ter from lakes, rivers or ponds. 
 • Always practice good hand 
hygiene, especially when han-
dling puppies or kittens with 
diarrhea, or backyard chickens. 
 • Protect young children 
who often put items and dirty 
hands into their mouths. 
 • Wash hands before, during 
and after preparing food. 
 • Cook all raw meats to 
proper temperature.
 •  Wash fruits and vegeta-
bles before eating them. 
 • Use soap and hot water to 

wash cutting boards, counters 
or utensils used to prepare raw 
poultry, seafood or meat to pre-
vent cross-contamination with 
other foods. 
 • If you are symptomatic, 
avoid handling food or caring 
for others. 
 • Keep up to date with food 
recalls; recent recalls have 
been issued for items including 
eggs, whole cucumbers and 
pistachio ice cream. 
 • See your healthcare pro-
vider if any symptoms become 
severe such as diarrhea lasting 
more than two days, bloody 
poop, fever higher than 102 
degrees Fahrenheit, or signs of 
dehydration such as dry mouth/
extreme thirst, urinating less/
dark urine/dry diapers, crying 
without tears, or confusion. 
 For more information about 
ways to prevent foodborne 
illness, please view the Food 
Protection Program education-
al materials at https://www.
mchenrycountyil.gov/depart-
ments/health-department/envi-
ronmental-health/food-protec-
tion-program/educational-ma-
terials.

Health Department 
urges caution to avoid 
GI illness this summer
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E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to: news@hi-liter.com

BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade stands, 
school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE,

southernlakesnewspapers.com

This is your 
chance to 

promote your 
organization 

or special 
event! 

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER.

376286

473302
473303

* FENCING * FENCING *
Wood Fence • Pre-Assembled • Treated Panels

Dog Ear 6x8 $48 each

Rough Sawn White Oak
208, 2x10, 2x12 - 16 ft lengths

Rough Sawn Boards 1”x6” 16’
Pine • Treated Popular • White Oak

* ROUND FENCE POSTS *
Cedar • Pressure Treated • All Sizes in Stock!
Anich Lumber
414 3rd Street • Palmyra
www.palsteel.com 262-495-4453

Steel Roofing & Siding
38” Width, 36” Cover, New & Seconds!

Barn Flooring/Rough Sawn
1”x12” White Pine

1”x12”, 1x8 Ship Lap Rough Face
#1 Southern Pine Dimension

T/G Yellow Pine Panels 2x8 Horse Barn Flooring
Red Cedar Dog Eared Pickets

1”x6” - 6 ft. lengths $3.89 each

Crime & Court News

 The Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) is 
sharing the following remain-
ing events for July.

July 18
 • Fall turkey shotgun per-
mit second lottery opens, 
statewide: Residents and 
non-residents are eligible to 
apply. Limit one application 
per person. Applications are 
accepted online at dnr.illinois.
gov/lpr/turkeypermits.html or 
by mail.

July 27
 • Site-specific first-come, 
first-served dove permits 
open, statewide: Hunters can 
acquire their first or second 
permit on a first-come, first-
served basis beginning at 8 
a.m. July 27 through Aug. 
25. Hunters must apply on-
line at dnr.illinois.gov/hunt-
ing/dovehunting.html. Visit 
the free dove permit page for 
instructions, application peri-

ods, seasons, and more: dnr.
illinois.gov/hunting/dove/on-
linepermitapplication.html.

Throughout July
 • Safety education cours-
es, statewide: IDNR offers 
hunter field days and hunter 
and boating safety courses. 
Visit the safety education 
class schedule online for all 
upcoming safety education 
courses: dnr2.illinois.gov/
SafetyEd/SafetyEdClassBy-
County.
 • ENTICE teacher educa-
tion courses, statewide: IDNR 
offers courses for continuing 
education credits for teachers 
covering a variety of nature 
and conservation topics, such 
as native bees, invasive carp 
and other topics. View the full 
schedule and register online: 
www.enticeworkshops.com/.
 Follow IDNR on Face-
book and its online calendar 
of events for further informa-
tion.

About IDNR
 The Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources is celebrat-
ing 100 years of conservation 
and service to the people of Il-
linois throughout 2025. The de-
partment was established July 
1, 1925, as the Illinois Depart-
ment of Conservation, bringing 
under one umbrella oversight 
of fish and game, forestry, pub-
lic works, and lakes.
 Today, IDNR’s work en-
compasses management of 
about 400 sites across Illinois, 
including state parks and his-
toric sites; wildlife, fisheries, 
forestry, and natural heritage; 
Lake Michigan water alloca-
tion and coastal management; 
conservation police; mines 
and minerals; oil and gas; is-
suance of licenses, permits, 
and numerous grants; the 
World Shooting and Recre-
ational Complex in Sparta; 
and the Illinois State Muse-
um. Visit https://dnr.illinois.
gov for more information.

July news from IDNR

Lake County Sheriff’s arrest bulletin
 The Lake County Sheriff’s 
Dept. reported the following ar-
rests in Lake County. Suspects 
are considered innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

June 12
 Jimmy Hall, 30, Chicago, 
was cited for a warrant ob-
tained: organized retail crime, 
burglary, attempted burglary 
and theft;
 Marquise Williamson, 24, 
Arlington Heights, was cited 
for a warrant obtained: orga-
nized retail crime, burglary, 
attempted burglary and theft;
 Darryl Williamson, 26, 
Chicago, was cited for a war-
rant obtained: organized retail 
crime, burglary, attempted 
burglary and theft;
 Demario Brown, 25, Chi-
cago, was cited for a warrant 
obtained: organized retail 
crime and burglary;
 Dequane Hall, 29, Chica-
go, was cited for a warrant ob-
tained: Organized retail crime 
and burglary;
 Krystal S. Lewiel, 33, 
Gurnee, was cited for aggra-
vated domestic battery and 
domestic battery;
 Francisco A. Guinea Del-
gado, 45, Mundelein, was cit-
ed for a warrant arrest: crimi-
nal sexual assault (JoDaviess 
County);
 Pawel Kulikowski, 52, An-
tioch, was cited for domestic 
battery;

June 13
 Jonathan B. Servin, 26, 

Mundelein, was cited for ag-
gravated DUI, driving while 
license revoked, and open 
transportation of alcohol;
 Tovar Martin, 24, Round 
Lake Beach, was cited for 
DUI – alcohol, and no insur-
ance;
 Francisco J. Garcia Agui-
lar, 18, Round Lake Park, was 
cited for DUI – alcohol;

June 14
 Gudmaro Martinez, 44, 
Palatine, was cited for driving 
while license revoked;
 Ryan K. Turner, 48, 
Waukegan, was cited for 
a warrant arrest: aggravat-
ed assault to a peace officer 
and new charges: aggravated 
fleeing to elude, and driving 
while license revoked;

June 15
 Skyler M. Beyer, 23, An-
tioch, was cited for DUI – al-
cohol. 
 
June 16
 Ivan Jimenez, 21, Wauke-
gan, was cited for criminal 
damage to state supported 
property
 Bradley D. Sternal, 32, 
Spring Grove, was cited for a 
warrant arrest: theft;
 Brock Z. Whipple, 32, 
Lake Villa, was cited for theft;
 Andrews Alejandro Are-
nas, 20, Waukegan, was cited 
for street racing;
 Brittaney Cassandra Mu-
noz, 23, Milwaukee, WI, was 
cited for street racing;

 Rex T. Jones, 21, North 
Chicago, was cited for aggra-
vated assault;
 Joaquin Rangel, 55, Beach 
Park, was cited for driving 
while license revoked, sus-
pended registration and no 
insurance;

June 17 
 Parker Marquese, 21, 
Waukegan, was cited for driv-
ing while license revoked;
 Michael A. Moberg, Jr., 
51, Gages Lake, was cited for 
DUI – alcohol, driving while 
license revoked, reckless 
driving, failure to make noti-
fication of crash and no insur-
ance;
 Stephen G. Kunkel, 42, 
Mundelein, was cited for vi-
olating an order of protection 
and disorderly conduct;

June 18
 Korey X. Russell, 25, 
North Chicago, was cited for 
failure to register as a sexual 
offender;
 Jason Hart, 34, Beach Park, 
was cited for criminal trespass 
to property;
 Ashlie M. Thatcher, 41, 
Mundelein, was cited for un-
lawful possession of drug par-
aphernalia;
 Angela Rhea Zamitalo, 41, 
Whitewater, WI, was cited for 
unlawful possession of drug 
paraphernalia;
 Gregory D. Flescher, 62, 
no permanent address, was 
cited for violating an order of 
protection;

June 19
 Dragan Mamlic, 64, no 
permanent address, was cit-
ed for criminal trespass to 
property;

June 20
 Daniel J. Varsek, 53, 
Grayslake, was cited for ag-
gravated assault;
 Micaila L. Kline, 21, 
Round Lake, was cited for 
violating an order of protec-
tion;
 Stephen G. Kunkel, 42, 
McHenry, was cited for vio-
lating an order of protection;

June 21
 Kurt R. Schulz, 63, Genoa 
City, WI, was cited for DUI 
– alcohol;
 Michael V. Kaprelain, 29, 
Waukegan, was cited for do-
mestic battery;
 Brian Lopez Flores, 23, 
Streamwood, was cited for 
DUI – alcohol, attempted 
unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance;

June 22
 Erick Marchan Diaz, 32, 
North Chicago, was cited for 
driving while license sus-
pended, and suspended reg-
istration;
 Juvenile, was cited for 
DUI – alcohol, no insurance 
and unlawful possession of 
cannabis;
 Timothy Williams, 50, 
Beach Park, was cited for 
criminal trespass to proper-
ty. 

 Lake County Sheriff’s 
Crash Investigators are inves-
tigating a vehicle-versus-pe-
destrian crash from earlier in 
July that occurred in unincor-
porated Round Lake.
 On July 4, at approximate-
ly 9:10 p.m., Lake County 
Sheriff’s Deputies responded 
to Fairfield Road and Nip-
persink Road, unincorporated 
Round Lake, for a car ver-
sus pedestrian traffic crash.  
Sheriff’s deputies arrived and 
found a 67-year-old man of 
unincorporated Round Lake, 
injured in the roadway.
 Preliminary investigation 
shows a 2007 Nissan Versa, 
driven by a 22-year-old wom-
an of Wauconda, was travel-
ing southbound on Fairfield 
Road in the area of Nippersink 
Road.  As the driver of the 
Nissan traveled southbound, 
she struck the pedestrian, who 
appears to have been crossing 
Fairfield Road.
 The pedestrian was not 

wearing reflective or con-
trasting clothing and was not 
crossing in a crosswalk.  The 
roadway in the area of the 
crash was an unlit area. 
 The pedestrian was trans-
ported to an area hospital with 
serious, but what appear to be 
non-life-threatening injuries.  
The driver of the Nissan was 
uninjured and is cooperating 
with the investigation. 
 The crash remains under 
investigation by the Lake 
County Sheriff’s Office Tech-
nical Crash Investigations 
Team.

Shots fired call leads to 
drug seizure in Gurnee
 Lake County Sheriff’s 
Deputies and the Sheriff’s 
Tactical Response Team ap-
prehended a man after re-
sponding to a shots fired call 
in unincorporated Gurnee. 
 On July 5, at approximate-
ly 2:15 a.m., Lake County 
Sheriff’s Deputies responded 

to the 18600 block of High-
field Drive in unincorporated 
Gurnee for a report of shots 
fired.  The 911 caller saw a 
man and woman shooting 
from their yard.
 Sheriff’s deputies arrived 
and spoke with the home’s 
occupant, Nazareth T. Collins, 
34, of the same address, as 
Collins exited the front door.  
Sheriff’s deputies saw sever-
al discharged firearm rounds 
(.762 rounds and 5.7x28 
rounds) in the yard of the res-
idence.
 Collins and others inside 
the home were uncooperative 
and declined deputies’ request 
to search the residence.  Be-
lieving the firearms used were 
likely still inside, deputies 
worked with the Lake Coun-

ty State’s Attorney’s Office 
to obtain a search warrant.  A 
judge approved and signed 
the warrant at approximately 
6:20 a.m.
 Shortly after, members of 
the Lake County Sheriff’s 
Tactical Response Team ex-
ecuted the search warrant.  
Sheriff’s deputies located the 
following items in Collins’ 
bedroom:
 Over 500 grams of cocaine
 Over 40 grams of MDMA 
pills
 Over 1,400 grams of can-
nabis
 Over 35 grams of psilocy-
bin mushrooms
 Alprazolam pills
 The firearms were not lo-
cated.  Based on their inves-
tigation, sheriff’s deputies 

believe they were likely re-
moved from the home by an-
other individual before depu-
ties arrived.
 After reviewing the facts 
and circumstances of the inci-
dent, the Lake County State’s 
Attorney’s Office approved 
the following charges:
 Unlawful Possession with 
Intent to Deliver – Cocaine 
(Class X Felony)
 Unlawful Possession with 
Intent to Deliver – Psilocybin 
(Class 2 Felony)
 Unlawful Possession with 
Intent to Deliver – MDMA 
(Class 2 Felony)
 Unlawful Possession of 
Cocaine (Class 1 Felony)
 Unlawful Possession of 
MDMA (15-100 grams) 
(Class 1 Felony)

 Unlawful Possession of 
Psilocybin (Class 4 Felony)
 Possession of Cannabis 
with Intent to Deliver (500-
2000 grams) (Class 2 Felony)
 Possession of Cannabis 
(500-2000 grams) (Class 3 
Felony)
 Unlawful Possession of Al-
prazolam (Class 4 Felony)
 Further charges are possi-
ble regarding the discharge of 
firearms. 
 Collins remains held pend-
ing an initial court appearance 
scheduled for this morning.  
The Lake County State’s At-
torney’s Office intends to file 
a petition to detain Collins 
while awaiting trial.
 All defendants are pre-
sumed innocent unless proven 
guilty in a court of law.

Round Lake crash involves pedestrian
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*Prices do not include tax, title, license and service fee. Dealership is not responsible for printing errors. Please see dealership for details. Sale ends 8/5/2025.

OVER 180
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES!

Patrick Lynch Jim Olsson Craig Roffers Pete Manos Thomas Gier Alex Hanson Isaac Thiel Graham Robson

Bryan Wangnoss Bob Christensen Nick Kramer Bob Labadie Jeff Mucks Khara Kosinski Donna JanzTyler Swanson

Geoff Eckhardt

Joe Pagni

WE BUY
CARS & TRUCKS

2023 BUICK ENCORE GX*

$19,485

P16902

2016 FORD F-150 KING RANCH*

$17,990

250644A

2017 HONDA ACCORD SPORT*

$12,490

P16918A

2023 NISSAN ROGUE SV

$21,485

P16874

2023 GMC TERRAIN SLE*

$23,735

P16910

2022 CHEVY EQUINOX LT*

$21,490

PB16987

2022 CHEVY EQUINOX LT*

$22,735

P816990

2023 CHRYSLER PACIFICA*

$24,285

P16873

2024 JEEP COMPASS LATTITUDE*

$23,490

P16957

2024 CHEVY TRAX 2RS*

$24,845

P16906

2023 FORD TRANSIT CARGO VAN*

$36,490

P16884

2024 GMC CANYON AT4* 
$40,990

P16831

2023 CHEVY TRAVERSE PREMIER*

$41,290

P16863

2023 CHEVY TRAVERSE RS*

$41,990

P16761

2022 CHEVY SILVERADO RST*

$43,990

P16770

2022 FORD EXPLORER ST*

$42,485

P16826

2022 GMC SIERRA ELEVATION*

$44,985

P16896

2024 CHEVY SILVERADO RST*

$49,985

P16881

2022 CHEVY SILVERADO TRAIL BOSS*

$44,985

P16927

2023 FORD F-150 XLT*

$46,690

P16900

Conservation District initiates long-term planning process by issuing 
request for qualifications to create comprehensive conservation plan
 At their recent meeting, the 
McHenry County Conserva-
tion District Board of Trust-
ees authorized the issuance of 
a Request for Qualifications 
(RFQ) to identify and engage 
a qualified firm to assist in 
developing a Comprehen-
sive Conservation Plan, titled 
“Forward to 2040 with a Vi-
sion to 2071.”
 Once completed, the plan 
is envisioned to take effect 
at the beginning of fiscal 

year 2028 and will guide the 
District’s priorities and ini-
tiatives through fiscal year 
2040. It will also include a 
broader long-range vision 
looking ahead to the year 
2071, when the District will 
celebrate its Centennial An-
niversary.
 The District is seeking 
a firm who is experienced 
in working collaborative-
ly with boards and staff 
to develop a plan that will 

meet the needs of McHenry 
County with the resources of 
the District. “The District is 
a unique agency, so it is im-
portant to find the right firm 
who understands not just 
planning, facilities, and out-
door recreational amenities, 
but conservation, land man-
agement, climate resiliency, 
education and outreach,” 
said Chris Dahm, President 
of the Conservation District 
Board of Trustees.

 “In November 2024, 
McHenry County voters 
demonstrated their support 
for local conservation efforts 
by approving a proposition 
to protect water resources, 
preserve wildlife habitat, 
and expand outdoor recre-
ation access for all,” said 
Elizabeth S. Kessler, Exec-
utive Director of McHenry 
County Conservation Dis-
trict. “At that time, the Con-
servation District pledged 

to develop a comprehensive 
plan to guide the allocation 
of resources for the next de-
cade and beyond,” said Kes-
sler.
 One of the initial steps in 
the planning process will be 
a county-wide needs assess-
ment. The selected firm will 
lead town hall-style meet-
ings and utilize other pub-
lic engagement strategies to 
gather input from residents, 
stakeholders and special in-

terest groups. This feedback 
will play a critical role in 
shaping the plan and guiding 
decision making.
 The Conservation District 
encourages residents to stay 
engaged and participate in 
this important planning pro-
cess in the months ahead. 
Information will be posted 
to the District’s website at 
MCCD.me/Forward2040 
and on the District’s social 
media.
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We want your news!
The Hi-Liter is looking to publish the news 
of your lives in stories and photos. Are you 
hosting an event? Send us a preview story. 
Do you know someone who recently won 
an award? Send us a photo along with the 
pertinent information. Community events, 
school activities and family milestones are 

all fair game and will be considered for print. 
ITEMS MAY BE SENT TO 

news@hi-liter.com
 PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND A PHONE 

NUMBER SO WE CAN CONTACT YOU IF NEEDED.

Housing credit expansion 
could increase affordable 

rental units in Illinois: 
report

By Ben Szalinski
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Expansion of the federal Low-Income Housing Tax 
Credit could allow construction of tens of thousands 
more affordable housing units in Illinois.

The latest domestic policy plan signed by President 
Donald Trump on July 4 will increase available funding 
by 12 percent for a key tax credit used by developers 
to offset a portion of construction costs. It also lowers 
the threshold of private activity bonds needed to take 
advantage of another tax credit.

It’s a lesser publicized inclusion in the “One Big 
Beautiful Bill Act” that cleared Congress with only 
Republican support, a bill more widely publicized for its 
cuts to Medicaid, food assistance and individual income 
taxes.

According to the accounting firm Novogradac, 
increasing the tax credit and lowering bond financing 
requirements for housing projects could allow 34,700 
new affordable housing units to be built in Illinois and 
generate about $2 billion in tax revenue for the state and 
local governments.

“It’s a really big win and I think something that 
housing advocates have been working on for several 
years and will help us to increase the production of 
affordable rental housing at a time when we know there’s 
a huge demand,” Illinois Housing Council Executive 
Director Allison Clements told Capitol News Illinois.

How the credits work
The measure specifically pertains to two credits, 

starting in 2026. What’s known as the 9 percent Low-
Income Housing Tax Credit will see its funding pool 
increase by 12 percent. Projects eligible for the 4 percent 
Low-Income Housing Tax Credit will only need to 
secure 25 percent in private activity bonds, down from 50 
percent.

The credits are allocated to states based on a formula, 
and Illinois award 16 developers $24 million in federal 
tax credits for 2025. The credits are awarded by the 
Illinois Housing Development Authority to developers, 
and an investor makes a capital contribution toward the 
project in exchange for being given the credits, which 
puts the burden on private investors if the project falls 
through, according to the IHDA.

The developer is able to reduce the cost of the project 
with the credits, which allows the investor to provide 
rents at an affordable rate.

For a property to be eligible for the credits, the average 
income of tenants is limited to 60 percent of the area 
median income, according to IHDA. In Chicago, for 
example, that is $50,400 for a single person, $57,600 for 
a two-person household and $71,940 for a four-person 
household.

Renting a two-bedroom apartment is becoming more 
unaffordable for more people in Illinois, according to 
a new report from the National Low Income Housing 
Coalition. It found a full-time employee in Illinois needs 
to earn an hourly wage of $29.81 to afford such an 
apartment at fair market value while not devoting more 
than 30 percent of their income to housing costs. That’s a 
$62,000 annual salary.

Rents in developments covered by the tax credit are 
typically 45 percent lower than the average market 
rate, according to the Affordable Housing Tax Credit 
Coalition.

“It focuses on increasing the production of housing, 
which we think is really key to addressing the 
affordability crisis,” Clements said. “We need to build 
more units of housing. Illinois I think especially has been 
falling behind other states in terms of making progress in 
terms of making progress on the number of homes being 
built versus our population.”

Illinois has a shortage of nearly 300,000 affordable 
rental homes, according to a March report by Housing 
Action Illinois.

Media literacy education lacks consistency across Illinois
State law requiring instruction was passed three years ago

By Jason Piscia 
and Dr. Ann Strahle

A survey of Illinois educators 
reveals a significant disparity in 
how they interpret a three-year-
old state law’s requirement to 
teach high school students a 
“unit of instruction” on media 
literacy.

About one-third of respon-
dents to a survey conducted 
by the University of Illinois 
Springfield indicated they 
spend more than one class pe-
riod but no more than one week 
covering the topic, while about 
29 percent spend more than 
three weeks’ worth of class 
periods. Sixteen percent of 
schools surveyed discuss me-
dia literacy during a single class 
period over the course of a full 
school year.

Illinois became the first state 
in the nation to require public 
high schools to teach media 
literacy, which can include les-
sons on accessing information, 
analyzing and evaluating media 
messages, reflecting on how 
media affects the consumption 
of information and triggers 
emotions, and how to engage in 
thoughtful conversations with 
people using facts and reason. 
The state-mandated lessons be-
gan with the 2022-2023 school 
year.

A key feature of the law is 
its “bottom-up approach” that 
gives local schools flexibility to 
design and deliver media liter-
acy lessons as they see fit, said 
Yonty Friesem, an associate 
professor at Columbia College 
Chicago and a co-founder of 
Illinois Media Literacy Coali-
tion, a group that helped devel-
op a media literacy education 

framework that teachers could 
use to build lessons in wake of 
the new law.

While the local-control ap-
proach made the legislation 
more politically palatable, the 
flexibility brings major dif-
ferences in what the students 
learn.

“We definitely don’t see the 
impact that we wanted to see,” 
Friesem said of the law.

He recalled being asked to 
speak about media literacy in a 
high school class. The session 
lasted an hour.

“That was the unit of instruc-
tion,” Friesem said. “Which, 
yes, they’re correct, it is. But I 
would prefer it to be a little bit 
longer.”

Media literacy findings
Further illustrating Illinois 

schools’ variations on how they 
handle media literacy educa-
tion, the UIS survey, taken in 
spring 2024, found:

• Less than 82 percent of 
teachers said high school fresh-
men received media literacy 
instruction at their schools. 
That percentage decreases as 
students get older. Seniors re-
ceived the training at 63 percent 
of the schools.

• One-third of educators re-
ported a student who attends 
their high school for all four 
years will experience a media 
literacy lesson four or more 
times. Another one-third of 
teachers say their students will 
see just one lesson over their 
four years in high school.

In Springfield, students are 
receiving the lessons in a va-
riety of ways. Mike Havener, 
a library media specialist at 
Springfield High School, one of 

three public high schools in the 
capital city, arranges with other 
teachers to bring their classes 
to the library so Havener can 
offer a session that covers me-
dia literacy. But even then, he 
doesn’t see every student in the 
building.

“I am not reaching with fi-
delity every student,” he said. 
“I mean, we range between 
high 1,300s to almost 1,500 
students and just to get that 
quantity of kids through the li-
brary (for these lessons) … that 
is not happening. I can say that 
I do see every student in some 
capacity. But that’s not always 
me teaching a media literacy 
lesson. They’re coming in for 
English. They’re coming in to 
get a book. … I try to sneak it 
in as much as possible. There 
are other teachers in the build-
ing that do teach media literacy 
as part of their normal course-
work.”

For Heather Danek, who 
teaches public speaking cours-
es at Minooka Community 
High School in the Chicago 
suburbs, media literacy lessons 
in her classroom are “interwo-
ven throughout the class. It’s 
not just a one-and-done situa-
tion for me.”

“We start within the very 
first unit talking about meeting 
the needs of an audience and 
audience expectations which I 
think is part of media literacy 
and thinking about the informa-
tion that you’re using to create 
a point, thinking about the way 
that you’re building an argu-
ment using information,” said 
Danek, who serves on the Illi-
nois Media Literacy Coalition. 
“And then, as we get further 

into like research projects, then 
I do more of the nuts and bolts 
of things like the true analysis 
of sources, looking at quality 
places to find information.”

‘It’s a pedagogy’
That approach – working 

media literacy into the every-
day educational process – is 
what will make the lessons 
most effective, said Michael 
Spikes, the other co-founder of 
the Illinois Media Literacy Co-
alition and a lecturer at North-
western University.

“It’s a pedagogy,” he said. 
“… Not so much like you got 
to go take the media literacy 
class, or you do media literacy 
when you have the unit, like 
what we have in the policy. … 
It’s a way of seeing the world 
the way you move through (it) 
more than just saying it’s just a 
subject that you learn.”

To that end, the UIS survey 
showed schools are working 
media literacy lessons into a 
variety of courses.

Dr. Ann Strahle is interim 
associate dean and a professor 
in the College of Public Affairs 
and Education at the Universi-
ty of Illinois Springfield. Jason 
Piscia is an associate professor 
and director of UIS’ Public Af-
fairs Reporting program. The 
UIS survey was conducted in 
spring 2024 by contacting more 
than 750 high school principals 
at Illinois’ public high schools, 
asking them or other facul-
ty at their schools to fill out a 
19-question survey about how 
the media education law is be-
ing implemented in their build-
ing. Forty-nine responses, all 
anonymous, were received.

Feds weigh in on lawsuit challenging how 
Illinois maintains voter registration rolls
By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS 

The U.S. Department of Jus-
tice added its voice this month 
to a lawsuit by private entities 
accusing the state of Illinois of 
failing to properly maintain a 
statewide voter registration 
list, in violation of a 1993 fed-
eral law.

In a filing known as a “state-
ment of interest,” the Justice 
Department said the govern-
ment has an interest in the out-
come of the lawsuit, although 
the filing stops short of asking 
the court for permission to in-
tervene as a party in the case.

“This case presents import-
ant questions regarding en-
forcement of the National Vot-
er Registration Act,” attorneys 
in DOJ’s Civil Rights Division 
said in the filing. “Congress 
has vested the Attorney Gen-
eral with authority to enforce 
the NVRA (National Voter 
Registration Act) on behalf 
of the United States. Accord-
ingly, the United States has a 
substantial interest in ensuring 
proper interpretation of the 
NVRA.”

The lawsuit challenges the 
state’s practice of delegating 
to local election officials the 
responsibility of conducting 
regular maintenance of voter 
registration rolls, including 
the task of purging people 
from the rolls when they die 
or move out of the jurisdiction. 
Under NVRA, the suit argues, 
the state is responsible for car-
rying out that function.

U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of Illinois 
Judge Sara Ellis has indicated 
she could decide the case at a 
hearing currently scheduled 
for July 30.

The DOJ filing comes at the 
same time the Trump admin-
istration has been launching 

multi-pronged efforts for the 
federal government to exert 
more influence over voter reg-
istration in the United States, a 
task traditionally reserved for 
states.

In March, Trump signed an 
executive order purporting to 
require people to show doc-
umentary proof of U.S. citi-
zenship when they register to 
vote. That order has since been 
blocked from being enforced 
while a legal challenge to it 
proceeds.

Meanwhile, the Washing-
ton Post reported July 16 that 
the DOJ has asked at least 
nine other states for complete 
copies of their voter rolls, and 
at least two reportedly have 
turned them over.

So far, the DOJ has not re-
quested similar data from Il-
linois. Officials at the Illinois 
State Board of Elections de-
clined to comment on the DOJ 
filing, saying they do not com-
ment on pending litigation.

Basis of lawsuit
The suit was filed in 2024 

by Judicial Watch, a conser-
vative legal advocacy group 
known for filing Freedom of 
Information Act lawsuits to in-
vestigate allegations of official 
misconduct.

Other plaintiffs include 
Wheaton-based Breakthrough 
Ideas, a conservative advo-
cacy group headed by former 
Republican state Rep. Jeanne 
Ives; Illinois Family Action, 
a Christian political advocacy 
group based in Tinley Park; 
and Carol J. Davis, identified 
as a DuPage County resident 
and member of Judicial Watch.

The complaint is based on 
a provision of NVRA that 
requires states to “conduct a 
general program that makes 
a reasonable effort to remove 

the names of ineligible voters 
from the official lists of eligi-
ble voters” if they have died or 
changed their address.

The complaint also cites 
federal regulations that re-
quire each state’s chief elec-
tion officer to submit various 
kinds of election-related data 
to the federal Election Assis-
tance Commission, including 
“the total number of regis-
trations statewide that were, 
for whatever reason, deleted 
from the registration list … 
between the past two federal 
general elections.”

The election commission 
collects that data and publishes 
biennial reports that are deliv-
ered to Congress summarizing 
the information it receives.

According to the complaint, 
the commission’s reports indi-
cated that much of the required 
information from Illinois was 
missing. For example, the 
complaint notes, from Novem-
ber 2020 through November 
2022, 11 Illinois counties re-
ported removing zero voters 
from their registration lists, 
suggesting that no registered 
voters had moved or died in 
those counties over the two-
year period. Twelve other 
counties reported removing 15 
or fewer registrations over that 
same period.

The complaint described 
those as “absurdly small num-
bers,” given that those 23 
counties were home to more 
than 980,000 registered voters.

In a letter to Judicial Watch 
responding to a request to 
supply the missing data, State 
Board of Elections Executive 
Director Bernadette Matthews 
wrote that the agency does not 
maintain such information be-
cause Illinois is a “bottom up 
jurisdiction” where local juris-
dictions—including 102 coun-

ties and six municipal election 
authorities – are responsible 
for maintaining their own vot-
er registration lists.

“This makes sense, as local 
election authorities are respon-
sible for determining a voter’s 
continuing eligibility to vote in 
their jurisdiction,” Matthews 
wrote.

The plaintiffs, however, ar-
gue that NVRA gives states 
the responsibility for keeping 
voter registration lists up to 
date, and they cannot delegate 
that responsibility to local ju-
risdictions.

That is also the argument 
that the DOJ made in its state-
ment of interest.

“By its plain terms, the 
NVRA identifies one entity 
– the state – to carry out the 
administration of voter regis-
tration for federal elections,” 
DOJ argued.

Defendants’ response
The Illinois attorney gener-

al’s office, which is defending 
the State Board of Elections, 
has filed a motion to dismiss 
the complaint, arguing the 
plaintiffs lack standing to 
bring the suit. It also claims 
the plaintiffs have not stated 
a valid claim because NVRA 
allows states to delegate its 
responsibilities to local author-
ities.

Two labor unions – the Il-
linois AFL-CIO and the Illi-
nois Federation of Teachers 
– have intervened in support 
of the state’s position. They 
argue that they spend consid-
erable resources to ensure their 
members can vote in Illinois 
elections and they have an in-
terest in making sure none of 
their members are unlawfully 
purged from the voter rolls if 
the plaintiffs succeed in the 
case.
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Classifieds

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Misc. For Sale
PRIDE GOGO ELITE Traveler 3 
Wheel Scooter. 262-248-3191.

FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE

TRANSPORTATION

GARAGE SALES FOR SALE

SERVICES OFFERED

Automobiles
2000 CADILLAC SEDAN DEV-
ILLE pearl white, 65,000 original 
miles, runs smooth, everything 
works as it should, always stored 
in a heated garage. Title is lost, 
but we have all the required pa-
per work. $5950. best. 262-949-
6997

2014 FORD FUSION SE Well 
main. 108K mi.,$3500. Call or 
text 608-295-1545

Boats
19’ HURRICANE DECK BOAT 
85 HP Yamaha, galvanized trail-
er, needs a little cleaning up, runs 
great, $5,000 firm. 262-878-4338

1997 SEA RAY 175 BOW RID-
ER FISH SKI. I/O Merc., with 19’ 
trailer, $6500 OBO. Good cond. 
Richmond, IL 630-212-4945.

2003 WEERES PONTOON 20 
ft. Suntanner. Includes lift. 70 hp 
Johnson. Good condition. Asking 
$7500. (262) 492-6840

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1949 CHEVY STYLELINE DE-
LUXE 2 Door, New engine, New 
tires, Clean interior. Runs Great! 
$6,995. Elkhorn Text only (708) 
785-2440.

1977 OLDSMOBILE CUTLAS 
BROUGHAM Mint condition. 
100K miles, $12,000. OBO. Call 
262-379-4161.

1990 CHEVY CORVETTE 82 k, 
Must see to appreciate, red w/
black int. $10,800. 773-213-4834.

Trucks & Trailers
HEAVY DUTY FLATBED 10 ton 
trailer, fits on semi 5th wheel, 
very reasonable. 815-291-2381 
or 815-291-2382

Moving Sale
5426 353RD AVE BURLING-
TON Thurs. July 31, Fri. Aug. 1 & 
Sat. Aug. 2 8am-2pm. 2022 Cou-
gar 5th Wheel 30’  7 yr. transferra-
ble Service Warranty. Moving all 
must go!

Burlington Garage 
Sales

473 EMERSON ST. Big Foot 
Goose Decoys. Mostly Feeders 
/Confidence Decoys. Some mo-
tion Decoys. (262) 758-7248

8031 RIDGEWAY DR. July 31 & 
Aug. 1; 9-5. Vintage, tools, elec-
tric bike, home decor, American 
Girl & more.

8530 HEATHER AVE. BUR-
LINGTON, WI 53105 Friday 
August 1st & Saturday August 
2nd - 9 am to 3 pm at my home 
Rain or Shine. 20 year collec-
tion of Stampin Up & Scrap-
booking SALE! C’mon down to 
the craft room sale. NO EARLY 
BIRD SALES! 100’s of stamps 
sets, dies, embossing folders, 
inks, markers, storage, & paper 
galore. Items are priced to sell. 
Birthdays, sentiments, animals, 
landscape, Christmas, all occa-
sion sets. Too many items to list.

SHILOH HILLS: 716 BRIODY 

STREET 8/1 & 8/2. 9 to 4. H.H. 

some furniture, jewelry, ladies 

tops (L), Pants size 6, purses, 

kitchen, kids stuff, highchair, por-

table crib. Much more. All priced 

to sell.

Delavan Garage 
Sales

612 HOLLAND AVENUE Fri. 

8/1, Sat 8/2 & Sun. 8/3, 10 - 4. 

Electric bed & other furniture, 

lots of knick-knacks, lot’s of 

White Mountain puzzles & oth-

ers, books, DVD’s, post cards, 

antique rocking chair/2 coffee 

tables, stationary bicycle, ce-

dar chest, paintings & pictures, 

bells & cats figurines, thimbles & 

stick pins, rings, Big telescope, 

3 vases & with artificial flowers, 

4 drawer file cabinet, Big mag-

nifying  glass on stand, little tea 

pots, 2 end tables. Must get rid of 

everything!

Other for Rent
CONDO HAS A ONE BEDROOM 1 and a one and a half bathrooms, 
private bedroom suite with pool table and a huge sectional and a 60 
inch tv. This suite also has a private entrance. $800. per month. All 
utilities included. Call 262-865-0353.

Other Real Estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY
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ILLINOIS

The Shopping Guide That Gets Results!

CONTACT BECKY LOIZZO
OF THE ILLINOIS HI-LITER

FOR YOUR ADVERTISING NEEDS!
becky@southernlakesnewspapers.com

CALL 847-533-5665
LET ME HELP YOU 

FIND NEW CUSTOMERS AND
INCREASE YOUR SALES!

ANCHOR 
CONSTRUCTION

Since 1977
• Concrete Work
• Foundations 

• Garage Slabs/Driveways
• Patios/Walks/Stoops

• Replacements
Fully Insured 

Free Estimates
262-325-9708
815-482-9542

369960

HEY KIDS!

474276

You have a chance 
to Win a Back 

Pack filled with 
School Supplies

All you have to do is 
send us a 50-100 word  

essay on what you 
are doing on your 
summer vacation.

 

2 LUCKY 
STUDENTS

WILL BE
CHOSEN
TO WIN!

Some entries will be 
published in the Aug. 13 

Editions of the Hi-Liter & 
East Troy Times 

*Entries must be received by 
August 8, 2025

SEND ESSAY & 
ENTRY FORM TO:

Southern Lakes Newspapers

1102 Ann Street

Delavan, WI 53115

Name_____________________________

Age___________

Address___________________________

City, State, Zip_______________________

Phone #___________________________

or email:
vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

474566

LINDSTROM
Lawn, Landscaping & design

       847-838-9400
SKIDSTEER & MINI EXCAVATOR SERVICES

474851

28421 ROWNTREE RD., BURLINGTON, WI 53105 (262) 492-5125
BOBHAGEMANNAUCTIONREALTY.COM HAGEMANNAUCTIONS@TDS.NET

ANTIQUE • HOUSEHOLD • ESTATE • CONSIGNMENT • FARM • REAL ESTATE - YOUR SO-CALLED “JUNK” IS WORTH MONEY! 

AUCTION
SATURDAY, AUG. 2, 2025 • 10:00 AM

9029 North Brandybrook Trail
Brown Deer, WI 53223

DIRECTIONS: Milwaukee Cnty. US 41 & Main St/WI-100 
(Exit 50A) E on W Brown Deer Rd/ WI 100 4.5 mi to N Park 
Plaza Ct N to Brandybrook Trail Watch for signs. 2 Rings.
WEBSITES: bobhagemannauctionrealty.com or auctionzip.
com ID 9051 for more detailed list. Real Estate at noon. 3 
Bedroom, 2.5 Bath 
85 plus Engines: Maytag, Briggs and Straton, Smith Mo-
tor Wheel w/ Framed, Briggs and Straton Motor Wheel w/ 
Framed REO Model MK, Pioneer Model A Power Products, 
Lawnmower, Clinton, Lauson, Tecumseh, Sears and Robuck, 
Kohler, (see detail list on web)
Household: Room Dehumidifiers, Coffee Maker, Toaster, 
Nostalgia Electric Triple Crockpot Serving Center, Iron, Toast-
er Oven, Fans, Assorted Area Rugs, Drapes. Electric Heaters, 
Carpet Cleaner, Luggage, Paintings & Wall Décor, Cuisinart 
Electric Gridler, Huge Collection of Assorted Radios, Receiv-
ers, Turntables, Cassette, Reel-Reel etc. Equipment, Antique 
Oval Harp Leg Table, Globe, Glass-top Side Tables, Serving 
Pieces, Blankets, Tablecloths & Other Linens, Men’s & Wom-
en’s Clothes, Older Office Equipment, File Cabinets, Coffee 
Table & Matching End Tables, Silverware Set, Wooden Salad 
Bowl. Food Processer, Metal Plant Stands, Candles, Marble 
Top Accent Table, Decorative Pillows, Women’s Hats. Men’s 
Caps, Wood Framed Wall Clock, Matchbox Cars, Cast Iron 
Train Engine & Car, Die Cast Model Gas Pumps, Die Cast 
Cars, Race Car in Original Box, 
Lawn, Garden and Recreation: 2 Sets of Golf Clubs, Pa-
tio Sets & Furniture-like new, Coolers, Plant Grow Light and 
Starter Set, Step Ladders. Hose Reels, Murray Tiller, Men’s 
Treasury Bicycle,  
Tools: Light Stand, Disc Belt Sander, Buffer, Battery Charger, 
Parts, Poulan Chainsaw Model P3314  14”, Craftsman String 
Trimmer, Backpack Sprayer, Hardware, MOJack, Air Tools,  
Garage: Yard Machine 24” Snowblower, Yard Works Aer-
ator, Yard Works Thatcher, Gas Cans, Ryobi Blower, South 
Bend Lathe, Craftsman 6.7 Push Mower Bagger, MTD Push 
Mower, Honda Push Mower, Murry Push Mower, Scott’s Fert 
Spreader, Briggs Parts, Poulan Pro Blower, Weed Eater Blow-
er, Sprayers, Organizers with Hardware, Reddi Heater Pro 
115, Weber Grill, Craftsman YT3000 Lawn Tractor w/Bagger, 
Galvanized Bushels, 21” Bolens Push Mower w/Bagger, Gar-
den Tools, Formula Tiller,  6 Drawer Top Tool Box, 3 Drawer 
Bottom Chest Tool Box, Garage Supplies, Briggs and Straton 
Wall Clock, Kohler Wall Clock, Plus the contents of 2 unseen 
storage units. & MUCH MORE.     
AUCTIONEER: Bob Hagemann, Wisconsin Registered Auction-
eer No. 509. TERMS: No Buyers Fee on Cash or Good Check 
payments with proper I.D. 4% Convenience fee on credit card pay-
ments. All sales are final and to be sold “AS IS” with no guarantees 
expressed or implied. Not responsible in case of accident or for 
items after sold.

Recreation
WANTED: VINTAGE TRAILER 
OR HOUSEBOAT & bikes. Call 
or Text 262-903-7522.

Pets
MINI PETITE GOLDENDO-
DLES 14 weeks old 2 males, 1 
female, first shots, wormed, red 
with white markings. $1,500. Text 
for pics. 262-210-3984. Ready to 
go Now.

Wanted to Buy
ALL BEER-SODA-GAS-OIL 
SIGNS All related items-TAP 
HANDLES-BEER CANS. 262-
825-0932 Will Travel CASH PAID.

FIREARMS 1 piece or collection. 
Federally licensed dealer. Lake 
Geneva Antique Mall. 829 Wil-
liams St. Lake Geneva, Wi 262-
248-6345
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CUSTOM
MATTRESSES 

RVs, Campers,
Boats &

So Much More!

Great for watching
TV or reading in bed

Reduces snoring
& acid reflux effects

Alleviates lower back, 
knee & leg pain

Aids in circulation

*On set purchase 
with factory 

select covers. 
Not applicable on 

previous purchases. 
One coupon per set 
purchase. See store 

for details. Offer 
ends 8-31-2025.

SAVE UP TO

$200
v3 Set Purchase*

SAVE UP TO

$250
v5 Set Purchase*

OFF

SAVE UP TO

$350
v7 Set Purchase*

OFF

SAVE UP TO

$450
v9 Set Purchase*

OFF OFF

BUY MORE $AVE MORE
Mattress Protectors  | Pillows | Headboards

MEGA MATTRESS
SALE

v1 FIRM 1-Sided No Flip
QUEEN SET STARTING @

$699
TWIN $499  FULL $599

KING $899

v3 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip
QUEEN SET STARTING @

$999
TWIN $749  FULL $899

KING $1399

v5 FIRM 1-Sided No Flip
QUEEN SET STARTING @

$1599
TWIN $1049  FULL $1349

KING $1999

v7 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip
QUEEN SET STARTING @

$2099
TWIN $1399  FULL $1949

KING $2699

30% OFF
3+ Items 

ACCESSORY BUNDLE  SPECIAL

20% OFF
2 Items 

OR

McHENRY
3710 West Elm St.

815.578.8375

CRYSTAL LAKE
5150 North West Hwy

815.455.2570

LAKE GENEVA
2462 Hwy 120
 262.249.0420

verlo.com
1-866-99-VERLO 

(866-998-3756)

FINANCING AVAILABLE
See store for details.

ADJUSTABLE
BED BASES*

SAVE
UP TO

50%
OFF
*In-Stock and Floor Models.

474397
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