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ELKHORN 
GUN 

BARREL

NOW OPEN!  
9am-7pm 

7 days a week
ON 12 NEXT TO 

WORLD FAMOUS

HOT  
DOGS

BUY-SELL-TRADE

SHOP  ONLINE TOO!

472297
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OUR TOWN
2025 Palmyra-Eagle

Welcome to 

Our Town
	 The Palmyra-Eagle area welcomes 
visitors to its restaurants, retail shops, 
parks, churches, library, historic sites and 
attractions with a friendly smile and a rich 
history.
	 The first settler in Palmyra, Cyrus 
Norton, arrived in the Scuppernong Valley 
in 1839.
	 Three years later, a sawmill was built by 
the Powers brothers, who named the new 
settlement “Palmyra” after a city in the 
Syrian desert because of the abundance of 
sand they found in this area.
	 In 1843, a general store and tavern 
opened, and later that year the land was 
surveyed and platted into lots by John Fish. 
	 The first town meeting took place in 
1846, and the railroad arrived in the fall of 
1852.
	 By 1860 the population approached 
1,000 residents. It was incorporated on 
April 4, 1866. Six mineral springs, each 
known for their medical and therapeutic 
properties, were an important part of the 
early years.
	 Palmyra was officially charted as a 
Village on May 5, 1874.
	 From 1870s to the early 1920s, people 
from across the country visited Palmyra 
to enjoy the healing waters at the Palmyra 
Spring Sanitarium. 
	 In 1924, the sanitarium became the 
National Druggist Home, but a few 
years later interest in the therapeutic 
mineral water treatments declined and the 
sanitarium was closed. 
	 Palmyra’s neighbor, the Village of 
Eagle, was nearly named Diamond City in 
the mid-1800s when it became known that 
a diamond had been discovered in 1876. 
Eagle was incorporated as a village on 
Sept. 11, 1899. 
	 Located near the heart of 
the southern unit of the Kettle Moraine 
State Forest, which has more than 20,000 
acres of glacial hills, kettles, lakes, prairie 
restoration sites, pine woods and hardwood 
forests, the area is a prime location for 
camping, hiking, biking, snowmobiling 
and horseback riding.
	 There are a variety of local parks 
to enjoy in the area including Aurelian 
Springs, PFC Charles F. Deuel Veterans 
Memorial Trailhead Park, Zenobia 
Springs Park, Lower Spring Lake Beach, 
Carlin Weld Park, Paradise Springs and 
Horseriders Campground.
	 Old World Wisconsin, an outdoor living 
museum in Eagle, offers a look back in 
time with its displays and a working farm.
	 The Palmyra-Eagle area features small-
town living at its best, with the supportive 
heart of the community always on display.

Kathy Weiss is presented a plaque for 26 years of elected service on the Palmyra Village Board at 
the April meeting. She served as a village trustee and later as village president, a seat she decided 

not to seek re-election to on April 1. Shown with her is current Village President Tim Gorsegner.
DAVE FIDLIN Palmyra Our Town

Longtime village board 
member honored
Kathy Weiss steps 
down after serving on 
the board for 26 years
by Dave Fidlin
CORRESPONDENT

	 In the spring, Kathy Weiss, who was 
at the time fulfilling the role of village 
president, chose not to seek re-election.
	 During the meeting of the governmental 
board in April, Weiss was presented with 
a plaque for her 26 years of service on the 
Village Board.
	 Initially, Weiss served as a village trustee 
and subsequently assumed the leadership 
role as village president. Current Village 
President Tim Gorsegner presented her with 
the plaque at the board meeting.
	 Outgoing Trustee John Kinjerski, who 
was not present at the April 7 meeting, also 
was recognized for his contributions to the 

Village Board. Kinjerski chose not to run 
for re-election this spring.
	 Current village trustees are Tom Ball, 
Scott Deichl, Angela Petruska, Jennifer 
Tucker, Tammie Smith and Stephanie 
Wallace. 
	 The Village Board meets at 6 p.m. on the 
first Monday of each month. Committee of 
the Whole meetings are held at 6 p.m. on 
the third Monday of each month. 
	 Videos of the meetings are available on 
the village’s website under Government, 
Agendas & Minutes or by visiting the Village 
of Palmyra You Tube channel. Additionally, 
DVDs of the meetings are available for 
checkout at Powers Memorial Library.
	 The Village Hall is at 100 W. Taft St., 
Palmyra. Office hours are Monday to 
Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon. 
	 For more information, call 262-495-
8316, visit villageofpalmyra.com or email 
clerk@vi.palmyra.wi.gov.

Editor in Chief: Heather Ruenz
General Manager: David Habrat

Advertising Director: Vicki Vanderwerff
Page Design: Jen DeGroot

For advertising opportunities:  
call (262) 725-7701, ext. 134

on the cover: Members of Thomas Holcomb 
American Legion Post 304 lead the Memorial Day 
parade in Palmyra after holding short ceremonies 

at local cemeteries. Following the parade, a more in 
depth ceremony was held at Hillside Cemetery. 

TARA LEROY PHOTO Palmyra Our Town

A publication of The Enterprise  
& Southern Lakes Newspapers

1102 Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115
(262) 728-3411
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	 Nestled along the west edge of the scenic Kettle 
Moraine Forest in southeastern Wisconsin, Palmyra is a 
charming community of 1,700 people that is steeped in 
history and tradition. 
	 From its early days, Palmyra would make a mark on 
Wisconsin history, as when the first Wisconsin railroad was 
laid through the village in 1852, a posh resort hotel and 
healing spa was built in 1874, and one of the state’s first 
Old Settlers’ Day celebrations was established in 1885.
	 Many prominent businesses would spring up in Palmyra 
over the years, starting with a sawmill built in 1847, water 
bottling companies in the late 1800s, and a prosperous 
and highly awarded automobile sales business in the early 
1900s.
	 Amid a flourish of development activity in the mid-to-
late 1800s, Palmyra gained notoriety for having one of the 
“great wonders of the world,” which drew nation-wide 
attention from journalists and celebrity figures alike. 
	 “The wonder still exists, and we’d love to tell you more 
about it and all the other special things about Palmyra and 
the surrounding area,” the website states.
	 With so much to boast about, it’s easy to see why 
Palmyra is called the “Heartbeat of the Kettle Moraine.”

Exhibits on display
	 From the historic Carlin House to the modern Turner 
Museum, the Palmyra Historical Society is filled with 
information from the past that historical society members 
want to share with members of the community and beyond. 

The Carlin House and Turner Museum is at 112 N. Third St., 
Palmyra. Hours are Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (from the 
first weekend in May through the first weekend of December). It 
features exhibits, partners with the Palmyra-Eagle Area School 

District to host a student art show and has a gift shop.
PALMYRA HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTOS Palmyra Our Town

Palmyra rich with history, tradition
Historical Society an ideal place to learn more

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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VILLAGE OF PALMYRA

Village Hall
100 W. Taft St.
P.O. Box 380

Palmyra, WI 53156-0380
(262) 495-8316

villageofpalmyra.com
Hours: Monday to Thursday, 

8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

Village Clerk/Treasurer
Laurie Mueller

clerk@vi.palmyra.wi.gov

Deputy Clerk/Treasurer
Dee Dee Morateck

Village Board
The Palmyra Village Board 
meets the first Monday of 

the month at 6 p.m. 
Committee of the Whole 
meetings are held on the 

third Monday of the month 
at 6 p.m.

President 
Tim Gorsegner 
(262) 495-2006

Term expires April 2027

Trustees
Tom Ball

(262) 495-4494
Term expires April 2027

Scott Deichl
(608) 709-6543

Term expires April 2026

Angela Petruska
(414) 333-4776

Term expires April 2026

Jennifer Tucker
(262) 490-8864

Term expires April 2026

Tammie Smith
(262) 490-8047

Term expires April 2027

Stephanie Wallace
(414) 313-7178

Term expires April 2027

Courts
Palmyra Municipal Court 

meets the second Monday 
of each month.

Municipal Judge
Stephen Clubb
P.O. Box 368

(414) 238-4092
Term expires April 2026

Clerk of Courts
Carol Nigbor
P.O. Box 368

(262) 495-4459

Police/Fire-EMS
126 N. First St.
P.O. Box 380

Palmyra, WI 53156
(262) 495-4200

Emergency Government 
Director/Public Safety 
Director/Police Chief

Scott Pavlock
spavlock@vi.palmyra.wi.gov

Administrative  
Secretary
Jill Hoard

j.hoard@vi.palmyra.wi.gov

Police Sergeant 
Penny LePak

Fire Chief
Mike Gartzke

mgartzke@vi.palmyra.wi.gov

Firefighter/Lieutenant
Kyle Durham

kdurham@vi.palmyra.wi.gov

Public Works
700 Brennan Rd.

Palmyra, WI 53156
(262) 495-4106
publicworks@ 

vi.palmyra.wi.gov
Brush chipping is done the 

second Monday of each 
month. 

The yard waste site, 430 
Jefferson St., Palmyra, is 

open 8 a.m. to noon the first 
Saturday of each month, 

April to November.

Superintendent/Weed 
Commissioner
Scott Halbrucker

Public Works staff
Pat Kelly

Randy Harris
Tony Sourile

Recreation
Recreation Director

Stephanie Butler
P.O. Box 380

(262) 468-1174

Other contacts
Zoning Administrator

Brad Vowels-Katter
(800) 446-0679

	 In the Mary & Terry Tutton Gallery 
of the Turner Museum, a brief history of 
Palmyra and how it has changed over the 
years is presented with images and other 
recollections of the times. This permanent 
exhibit includes history of local buildings 
and major events that have occurred.
	 Construction of the Carlin House was 
completed in 1845 and is one of the oldest 
and most unusual houses in our area. As a 
“grout house,” built by laying courses of 
a kind of cement on top of one another, it 
has won a place on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 
	 It is furnished with mostly 19th century 
antiques, some of which are original 
to the house. Thus, the house itself and 
the contents as displayed have historic 
significance. 
	 “We have taken care to assure the 
historical integrity of the floors, wallpaper, 
lights, and furnishings so that visitors 
can gain insight into how our Palmyra 
ancestors lived,” the website states. 
	 “Some of our antiques are labeled for 

easy identification. But the house is best 
explored with the assistance of a docent, 
who is always available during museum 
hours and by appointment,” it states.

Newsletters/publications
	 The historical society has a complete 
file of newsletters dating from the first 
one published in June 1980. These 
publications are an important repository 
of articles about Palmyra history and 
people as well as news about happenings 
in the time in which they were written. 
They can be read online or printed and 
read at home.
	 Currently, the online archive includes 
those published through winter, 2015 
except that the winter 2011 issue is too 
large to be uploaded. It along with more 
recent newsletters are available to society 
members.
	 The gift shop in the Turner Museum 
has a variety of other publications 
available for sale that are either 
written about or by Palmyra residents, 

representing a wide variety of topics. A 
list of publications available is listed on 
the society’s website.
	 Recent additions to the list include 
booklets written by Terry Tutton: Muck 
Farming in the Palmyra Wisconsin, Area 
(2013) and Palmyra Springs Sanitarium 
and Mineral Springs (the fascinating and 
bizarre story of an era that put Palmyra on 
the map, 1875-1932).
	 The Society has an archive of The 
Enterprise newspaper dating from 1874 to 
present.
	 The Carlin House and Turner Museum 
is at 112 N. Third St., Palmyra. Hours are 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (from 
the first weekend in May through the first 
weekend of December).
	 Remaining 2025 events include: Old 
Settlers on Sunday, July 27, noon, Palmyra 
Village Park; Christmas Parade and Tree 
Lighting, Saturday, Dec. 6, 5 p.m.
	 For more information, visit 
palmyrahistorical.org or follow the 
Palmyra Historical Society on Facebook.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY • CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

OUR Government

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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P.O. Box 237   N9035 Hwy. 89, Whitewater
262.473.3305   www.willowbrookgolfwhitewater.com

PUBLIC GOLF COURSE
Nine Challenging Holes • Tee Times Readily Available
Leagues for Men and Women • Junior Golf Program

Clubhouse Bar and Grill

Banquet Room Available For Weddings,
Reunions and Special Events

FRIDAY FISH FRY

Adult and Junior Golf Memberships Available
e-mail: willowbrookww@gmail.com

455516Hidden Gem In Your Back Yard

Limited by a disability? 
Society’s Assets can help increase your independence 

at home and in the community with these services.
lAdvocacy   lAssistive Technology   

lBenefits Counseling   lDaily Living Skills   
lHome & Vehicle Modifications   lAging in Place 

lAvoiding the Nursing Home   
lPeer Support   lLife After High School   

Call us. 800-378-9128

Are you helping someone
who is on Medicaid? Or could be?

We train and pay you to 
be an in-home caregiver for a friend
or family member as part of our 
Self-Direct Personal Assistance Program.

www.societysassets.org
A resource for people with disabilities. 

472289

472295

EVERY MONDAY June 2-Sept. 29
MAKERS MARKET. Monday nights, June 2-Sept. 29, except Sept. 
1 (Labor Day) 4-8 p.m. On Taft Street between N. Second and N. 
Third Streets. Live music, food, handmade items & more.
JUNE 15 Sunday
FATHER’S DAY FLY-IN BREAKFAST & CRAFT FAIR. 7 a.m. 
until food runs out (about 12 p.m.). Watch the planes fly in fro all 
over while you eat a great breakfast! Plane and helicopter rides of-
fered. Performances by Community Band 9-10 a.m. Palmyra Airport 
- W1125 Hwy. 106
JULY 4 Friday
AMERICAN LEGION & POWERS MEMORIAL LIBRARY 4th 
OF JULY CELEBRATION. Food, music, refreshments, games. 
Noon-10 p.m.
JULY 19 Saturday
ROCKIN IN THE PARK. Village Park, 955 Eighth Street, Lions 
Club, 2-5 p.m. Classic car exhibit, food trucks, adult beverages, 
soda, water. Music by live band Whisky Plow.

JULY 27 Sunday
OLD SETTLER’S DAY. Village Park, 955 Eighth Street. Starts at 
12 p.m. Palmyra Historical Society.
OCTOBER 25 Saturday
TRICK-OR-TREATING & HALLOWEEN PARADE. Start at the 
Palmyra Fire Hall-3:30 p.m. Trick-or-Treat to follow until 6 p.m. Dee 
Dee Moratcek, 262-495-8316.
NOVEMBER 22 Saturday
PALMYRA HOLIDAY BAZAAR-TONS OF CRAFTERS. 9 a.m., 
Palmyra Eagle High School 123 Burr Oak Street.
DECEMBER 6 Saturday
LIONS CHRISTMAS PARADE. 5 p.m. Main Street Palmyra. Start 
your Christmas Spirit early! Chili Sale, 6-8 p.m., Free Hot Cocoa, 
Cookies and Coffee.
DECEMBER 6 Saturday
PALMYRA’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING. In front 
of Turner Museum. 112 N. Third Street. Right after Christmas Pa-
rade. Refreshments will be served. Palmyra Historical Society.



   
PA

LM
YR

A
 O

U
R 

TO
W

N
  •

 2
02

5

7

Village Engineer
MSA Professional Services

2901 International Lane
Madison, WI 53704-3133

(800) 446-0679

Building & Plumbing & 
Electrical Inspector

John Moosreiner
P.O. Box 180136

Delafield, WI 53018
(262) 490-0277

Village Assessor
Associated Appraisal 

Consultants
P.O. Box 440

Greenville, WI 54942
(920) 749-1995

Village Attorney
Stanley Riffle

Municipal Law & Litigation
P.O. Box 1348

Waukesha, WI 53187
(262) 548-1340

Court Attorney
Christopher Schultz

730 N. Grand Avenue
Waukesha, WI 53186

(262) 548-1340

Health Officer
Gale Scott

Jefferson County Designee
(920) 262-8094

Powers Memorial Library 
115. W. Main St.

P.O. Box O
Palmyra, WI 53156

(262) 495-4605
palmyra.lib.wi.us

Library Director
Kristine Dexheimer

(262) 495-4605
kdexheimer@palmyra.lib.

wi.us
	 Library hours: Monday to 
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; 

Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

TOWN OF PALMYRA

Town Hall 
W1125 State Hwy. 106

P.O. Box 519
Palmyra, WI 53156

(262) 495-2049
townofpalmyrawisconsin.com
clerk@townofpalmyra.wi.gov

Town Board
	 The Palmyra Town Board 

meets on the second 
Monday of the month.

Clerk/Treasurer
Michele Smith
(262) 495-2049

clerk@townofpalmyra.wi.gov
	 Office hours: 

Tuesdays, noon to 5 p.m., 
Wednesdays, 8 a.m. to 

noon. Additional hours by 
appointment.

Town Chairman
Frank Sauter

(414) 587-0308
fsauter@townofpalmyra.

wi.gov

Town Supervisors
Rob Martens

(937) 609-1285
rmartenstop@outlook.com

Josh Gajewski
(262) 470-2301

jgajewski@townofpalmyra.
wi.gov

Road Supervisor
Josh Gajewski
(262) 470-2301

jgajewski@townofpalmyra.
wi.gov

Blue Spring Lake 
Representative

Rob Martens
(937) 609-1285

rmartenstop@outlook.com

Jefferson County Sheriff
(non-emergency)

(920) 674-7310

Zion Cemetery
Jonathon Hooper
(262) 744-2289
(262) 470-6858

Burn Permits
Rob Martens

(937) 609-1285
rmartenstop@outlook.com

Airport Commission
Al Borre

(414) 659-8361
alanborre90@gmail.com

Lou Radecki
(608) 345-5578

wheel.landing@gmail.com

Calvin E. Tomomitsu
(920) 728-2503

cetomomi@scj.com

Frank Sauter
Town Board member

(414) 587-0308
fsauter@townofpalmyra.

wi.gov

Jeff Kornetzke
Airport Manager
(262) 945-0004

palmyra.airport@gmail.com

Highway Committee
Josh Gajewski
(262) 470-2301

jgajewski@townofpalmyra.
wi.gov

Ed Miller
(262) 495-2833

edmiller3721@gmail.com

Greg Twelmeyer
(262) 206-0729

gtwelmeyer@charter.net

Animal Control
Humane Society of 
Jefferson County

W6127 Kiesling Rd.
Jefferson

(920) 674-2048
Hours: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

VILLAGE OF EAGLE

Village Hall
820 E. Main St.
P.O. Box 295

Eagle, WI 53119
(262) 594-3400

www.vi.eagle.wi.gov
office@eagle-wi.gov

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 

Wednesday, 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Clerk-Treasurer
Jessica Wood
(262) 594-3400 

jessica@eagle-wi.gov

Deputy Clerk-Treasurer
Bethany Hoefakker

(262) 594-3400
bethany@eagle-wi.gov

Village Board
	 The Village Board meets 

at 7 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of each month. 

President
Richard Spurrell
(262) 594-2726

spurrell@eagle-wi.gov

Trustees
Chris Lauterbach
(262) 617-6545

lauterbach@eagle-wi.gov

Matt Lepperd
(262) 470-3869

lepperd@eagle-wi.gov

Chris Sanchez
(262) 402-8429

sanchez@eagle-wi.gov

Greg Hein
(262) 594-3400

Hein@eagle-wi.gov

John Osorio
(262) 554-7708

osorio@eagle-wi.gov

John Jesse
(414) 349-3785

jesse@eagle-wi.gov

Police/Fire-EMS
126 E. Main St.
Eagle, WI 53119

Police Chief
Ron Bethia

(262) 594-2400
chief@eaglepdwi.com

Fire Chief 
Dan Nottling

(262) 594-3302
chief@kettlemorainefd.com

Assistant Chief
Steve Wilton

assistantchief@
kettlemorainefd.com

Public Works
Public Works/

Water Superintendent
Steve Deegan
(262) 594-3202 

deegan@eagle-wi.gov

GOVERNMENT • CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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438148

Palmyra
BEHIND EVERY PROJECT IS A

229 West Main Street
Palmyra

(262) 495-2161
www.truevalue.com

438157

Our Family Serving Yours

Oliver & Taylor Gibson

2 LOCATIONS
320 W. Main St.

Palmyra, Wis
(262) 495-2127

499 Elkhorn Rd.
Eagle, Wis

(262) 594-2442

www.gibsonfuneral.com

Learners Today
Leaders Tomorrow

Palmyra-Eagle Area School District

The Palmyra-Eagle Area School District does not discriminate on the basis
of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, marital status, parental
status, religion, sexual orientation, creed, and pregnancy in its educational
programs and activities and provides equal access to Boy Scouts, Girls
Scouts, and other designated youth groups.

Palmyra-Eagle Montessori School: 262-594-4330; 701 Maple St, Palmyra
Eagle Elementary School: 262-594-2148; 810 S Main St, Eagle

Palmyra-Eagle High/Middle School: 262-495-7101; 123 Burr Oak St, Palmyra

Visit Our Website
peasd.org

Sports, Clubs and Activities 

ENROLL NOW

Community Connections

Now Available! Virtual
Option for K-12th grade
resident students

Montessori Option
6 weeks - 6th grade

Traditional 4K-12th grade

Mission Statement: To ensure that students
excel with intellect and virtue, inspired by

innovative educators who engage and
challenge each individual.

456003
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Recreation
Recreation Director

Tracie Kuehl
(262) 949-4232 

eaglerecreation@
townofeaglewi.us

Other contacts
Engineers

Ruekert-Mielke
(262) 542-5733

Building Inspector
Vince Budiac

WI Building Inspections LLP
(262) 366-2400

Village Assessor
Cal Magnan

Magnan Assessments
(262) 542-3332

Village Attorney
Matthew Gralinski

Hippenmeyer, Reilly,  
Blum, Schmitzer, Fabian  

& English S.C.
(262) 549-8181

Alice Baker  
Memorial Library 

820 E. Main St.
Eagle, WI 53119
(262) 594-2800

www.alicebaker.lib.wi.us

Library Director
Alli Chase

chase@eagle.lib.wi.us
	 Library hours are  

Monday through Friday,  
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 

Saturday, 9 a.m. to noon.

TOWN OF EAGLE

820 E. Main St.
P.O. Box 327

Eagle, WI 53119
(262) 594-5800

townofeaglewi.us
clerk@townofeaglewi.us

Hours: Monday to Thursday, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Friday, 9 

a.m. to noon

Clerk-Treasurer
Mercia Christian
(262) 594-5800

clerk@townofeaglewi.us

Administrative Assistant
Abigail Lang

(262) 594-5800
alang@townofeaglewi.us

Town Board
	 The Town Board meets 
the third Wednesday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Town Hall.

Town Chairperson
Chris Mommaerts 

(262) 470-5844
cmommaerts@

townofeaglewi.gov

Supervisors
Ryan Hajewski
(262) 955-3260

rhajewski@ 
townofeaglewi.gov

Rick Kugel
(262) 751-1288

rkugel@townofeaglewi.gov

Diane Knauer
(608) 618-3390

dknauer@ 
townofeaglewi.gov

Duane Domagalski
(414) 218-9544

Highway Department
www.waukeshacounty.gov/

public-works

Superintendent
Tom Betts

Road Commissioner
Rick Kugel

Recreation
Director of Recreation

Tracie Kuehl
(262) 949-4232

eaglerecreation@
townofeaglewi.us

Other contacts
Assessor

Cal Magnan
Magnan Assessment 

Services
(262) 542-3332

Building Inspector
Scott Johnson

Wisconsin Inspections LLP
(262) 352-4433

johnsons@townofeaglewi.us

EAGLE SPRING LAKE 
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

P.O. Box 196
Eagle, WI 53119

www.eaglespringlake.us
Commissioners

Chairperson
Tom Day

(262) 594-3231
Chair@eaglespringlake.us

Commissioners
Secretary
John Mann

eaglemanns@me.com

Secretary
Pam Meyer

pdw_meyer@yahoo.com

Sam Awve
Sam.Awve@gmail.com

David Voves
dvoves@wi.rr.com

Town of Eagle 
Representative
Ryan Hajewski
(262) 955-3260

hajewski@townofeaglewi.us

Waukesha County 
Representative
Open position

Administrative Assistant/
Bookkeeper
Gina Krause

(262) 594-3583
admin@eaglespringlake.us

Town of Eagle Clerk
Mercia Christian
(262) 594-5800

clerk@townofeaglewi.us

Town Ordinances 
Enforcement

Waukesha County Sheriff
(262) 548-7117

Lake Patrol
24-hour dispatch 
(non-emergency)
May 1 – Oct. 1

GOVERNMENT • CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

The Fin-N-Feather Sportsman’s 
Club, Palmyra, partnered with 

Oconomowoc Logrolling to host 
Lumberjack Games last summer. 
This family friendly event aimed to 
promote an active lifestyle while 
enjoying a unique outdoor sport. 
Activities included hiking, fishing, 

and bow and arrow shooting 
while the Lumberjack Games 

featured men and women from 
around the state and beyond 
competing in logrolling, boom 
running and ax throwing. From 

far left: Sam Polentini, a student 
at UW-Madison, takes on Connor 

Birdsong; Ellie Davenport is shown 
battling Livi Pappadopoulos. 

LISA SMITH Palmyra Our Town
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218 Elkhorn Rd. Whitewater, WI

MENTION THIS AD FOR $5 OFF!
Come have fun and learn a new hobby!

www.vineryglassllc.com

Custom work
Repair services
Glass classes

Drop-in projects
Store for glass needs 

STained glass studio

472293
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Palmyra United  
Methodist Church

122 N. Fifth St.
Palmyra, WI 53156

(262) 495-2540
palmyumc. 

wixsite.com/mysite
palmyumc@yahoo.com 

facebook.com/palmyrawiumc
Worship: Sunday at 10 a.m. 

St. Matthew  
Lutheran Church
313 W. Main St.

P.O. Box 205
Palmyra, WI 53156

(262) 495-4540
stmatthewpalmyrawi.com

palstmat@gmail.com
Worship service: 
Sunday at 9 a.m.

Fellowship Bible Church 
Office: 114 E. Main St.

Palmyra, WI 53156
(262) 495-3395

www.fbcpalmyra.com
Worship: Sunday at 10 a.m.  

at Palmyra-Eagle  
Middle School Gym 

123 Burr Oak St.
Palmyra

Little Prairie  
Methodist Church
N9515 Palmyra Rd.
Palmyra, WI 53156

(262) 495-2410
littleprairieumchurch.org

Worship: Sunday at 9 a.m. 

St Mary’s Church
919 W. Main St.

P.O. Box P
Palmyra, WI 53156

(262) 495-2395
https://pastorate14.org/ 

st-mary-br-palymra
smarypal@gmail.com

Mass: Sunday at 8:30 a.m.,
Thursday at 8:30 a.m. 

St. Theresa Catholic Church
136 W. Waukesha Rd.
Eagle, WI 53119-2026

(262) 594-5200
www.sttheresaeagle.com

Facebook: St. Theresa of Avila 
Catholic Church, 

Eagle, WI
Mass: Sunday at 8:30 a.m., 

Tuesday at 8 a.m.,
Thursday at 8 a.m.,

Saturday at 4:30 p.m.
Confession: 3:45-4:15 p.m.

OUR Churches

This banner graced the lawn at St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Palmyra in celebration of the congregation’s 180th 
anniversary last fall. Pastor Steve Blyth stands near the replica of the Skoponong Lutheran Church, which reminds 

the St. Matthew congregation of their Norwegian heritage.
SUBMITTED PHOTOS Palmyra Our Town

	 The St. Matthew 
Lutheran Church 
congregation in Palmyra 
celebrated its 180th 
anniversary in November 
with a worship service 
followed by a special 
program and a meal.
	 The St. Matthew 
congregation was 
originally the Skoponong 
Lutheran congregation in 
1844.  Its members were 
Norwegian immigrants 
who lived in the area 
around Bluff Rd. 
	 The settlers first met 
in homes and later built a 
church with an adjoining 
cemetery.  A larger church 
was built as church 
membership continued 
to grow.  That church 
building was struck by 
lightning on July 11, 1936 
and burned to the ground.
	 Lacking an official 
place to worship, in 
1937 the Skoponong 
congregation purchased 
the vacant Congregational 
church building on Main 
Street in Palmyra. 
	 The German Lutherans joined in 
worshiping with the Skoponong Norwegian 
Lutherans, and the two congregations later 
merged with the church being named the 
Skoponong Lutheran Church.
	 For 22 years the church was called 
Skoponong, but by 1960 the congregation 
voted to change the name.  In 1961 the 
congregation’s name officially became St. 
Matthew. 

St. Matthew Lutheran celebrates 180 years

	 Much has happened and changed since 
then. One major change occurred in 1993 
when a large addition was constructed to 
allow for better accessibility, a Fellowship 
Hall, more Sunday school rooms, and other 
enhancements. The addition continues to 
serve the congregation well.
	 Twenty-seven full time pastors have been 
the spiritual leaders for the congregation. Led 
by the Spirit, members continue to devote 
their time and talents to serve the church, the 

community and each other. While the recent 
COVID-19 pandemic caused some changes 
for the functioning of the church, the church 
membership continues to move forward 
having faith in the future. 
	 Everyone is always welcome to 
attend worship services on Sundays at 
9 a.m. For more information about St. 
Matthew Lutheran Church, 313 W. Main 
St., Palmyra, call 262-495-4540 or visit 
stmatthewpalmyrawi.com.
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At the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater’s winter commencement in 
December, among those earning their degrees was Sierra Fritsch of 

Palmyra, shown with Chancellor Corey King.
TOM GANSER Palmyra Our Town

On her way
472

2
91

435 W. Starin Road, Whitewater, WI
262-473-2140
www.fairhaven.org

HOMES AVAILABLE
“Life Lease”

2 bedroom, 2 bath duplex homes, New custom construction

Welcoming those
55 and older.

Interior and exterior
maintenance included

For More Information Or To Set Up A Tour
Please E-Mail Shannon At: schovilles@fairhaven.org

472
2

92

“Where Life Is Added To Years”

435 W. Starin Road, Whitewater, WI
262-473-2140

www.fairhaven.org

INDEPENDENT APARTMENTS
With Or Without Care Levels

ASSISTED LIVING
Brand New Units!

HEARTHSTONE MEMORY CARE
24 Private Rooms

THERAPY SERVICES ON SITE
For More Information Or To Set Up A Tour,

Please email Brian at robinsonb@fairhaven.org

472290

Village of Palmyra Events
JUNE 14 Saturday
BLUE SPRING LAKE SKI SHOW

JUNE 15 Sunday
FATHER’S DAY FLY-IN 
BREAKFAST & CRAFT FAIR

JULY 4 Friday
• AMERICAN LEGION & POWERS
  MEMORIAL LIBRARY 4TH OF
  JULY CELEBRATION
• LOWER SPRING LAKE BOAT
  PARADE

JULY 27 Saturday
BEATS ON THE BEACH. Lower 
Spring Lake Lions Community Park. 
Live music, craft beer, food trucks. 
4-8 p.m.
OLD SETTLER’S DAY. Village Park, 
955 Eighth Street

AUGUST 21 Thursday
FAMILY FUN NIGHT. FRIENDS OF 
THE LIBRARY. Village Park, 4-7 p.m. 
Food, fun, games. 262-495-4605

SEPTEMBER 14 Sunday
BREW WITH A VIEW. Palmyra Lions 
Club Park (beach). Live music, 4-8 
p.m.

SEPTEMBER 15 Monday
SPAGHETTI SUPPER. Palmyra 
United Methodist Church.

SEPTEMBER 21 Saturday
HEALTHY COMMUNITY NETWORK 
5K FUN RUN/WALK. 955 8th Street, 
Village Park, 8 a.m. Race starts at 9:00 
a.m. Call Angela 262-215-1198.

OCTOBER 25 Saturday
TRICK OR TREATING AND 
HALLOWEEN PARADE

NOVEMBER 8 Thursday
ANNUAL TURKEY DINNER

NOVEMBER TBD
HEALTHY COMMUNITY NETWORK 
THANKSGIVING DINNER 
DISTRIBUTION. FREE “ready to 
cook” Thanksgiving Meals. 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. Reservations required. Call 
Angela 262-215-1198.

NOVEMBER 22 Saturday
• MINI BAZAAR & ALL CHURCH
  BAKE SALE. 9-2 P.M.
  COMMUNITY SUPPER
• WHITE ELEPHANT & CHURCH
  BAKE SALE
• PALMYRA HOLIDAY BAZAAR

NOVEMBER 28 Friday
PALMYRA FISH & GAME CLUB 
MEAT SHOOT

DECEMBER 6 Saturday
LIONS CHRISTMAS PARADE.
PALMYRA’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
TREE LIGHTING

DECEMBER TBD
HEALTHY COMMUNITY NETWORK 
CHRISTMAS DINNER & TOY 
DISTRIBUTION. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. FREE 
Toys and ready to cook Christmas 
dinner. Reservations are required. Call 
Angela 262-215-1198.

Ad Courtesy Of
Palmyra Area Chamber Of Commerce
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Celebration was held at 
Horseriders’ Campground
	 Palmyra, a community nestled in south 
central Wisconsin already known for its 
multitude of recreational opportunities, 
will now be recognized as a premier hiking 
destination, thanks to its designation as an 
official Ice Age Trail Community.
	 The Ice Age Trail Community program, 
led by the Ice Age Trail Alliance, helps 
communities leverage the draw of the Ice 
Age National Scenic Trail as an economic 
and social engine.
	 Palmyra is the 25th community along the 
Trail to receive the official designation and 
the first for 2025.
	 “The positive economic impact hikers 

have on our Trail Communities cannot 
be understated”, says Luke Koberdanz, 
Executive Director and CEO of the Ice Age 
Trail Alliance. 
	 “They are shopping local and interacting 
with residents in a very meaningful way. 
Any positive experience these hikers have 
results in return visits and enthusiasm in 
promoting the community to family and 
friends,” Koberdanz added.
	 Within a three-block area downtown, 
Palmyra boasts hiker-friendly restaurants, 
a coffee shop, public library, free internet 
access, medical services, and laundry 
facilities. All are considered great amenities 
for day hikers or thru-hikers.
	 “We are so excited to collaborate with 
the Ice Age Trail Alliance as an official Ice 
Age Trail Community and to offer a warm 

Palmyra welcome to hikers here in the 
heart of the Kettle Moraine,” says Kristine 
Dexheimer, Director of Powers Memorial 
Library.
	 The partnership between the IATA and 
Palmyra encourages mutual support with 
a goal of building a healthier and more 
vibrant community.
	 Peter Fritsch, owner of Palmyra’s 
Rushing Water Fisheries, said the area has 
much to offer. 
	 “We are thrilled for more visitors to 
experience Palmyra’s natural beauty and 
small-town charm. This is a wonderful and 
historic part of our great state,” Fritsch said.
	 A Trail Community Celebration was 
held in May at Horseriders’ Campground, 
Palmyra.
	 The event included a ceremonial ribbon 
cutting, an opportunity for guests to meet 
Monty, the Ice Age Trail mammoth mascot, 
family-friendly activities and a hike.

About the Trail
	 The Ice Age National Scenic Trail is 
a 1,200-mile footpath contained entirely 
within Wisconsin. It traverses the state from 
St. Croix Falls in the west, to Sturgeon Bay 
in the east, going as far south as Janesville. 
	 One of 11 National Scenic Trails, the 
Ice Age Trail highlights the landscapes that 
were carved out by ancient glaciers, which 
happen to be some of the most beautiful 
areas in the state. Approximately 60% of 
Wisconsin residents live within 20 miles of 
the Ice Age Trail.

About the Alliance 
	 The Ice Age Trail Alliance is a nonprofit, 
member- and volunteer-based organization, 
which conserves, creates, maintains, and 
promotes the Ice Age National Scenic Trail. 
For more information visit IceAgeTrail.org.

Palmyra named an Ice Age Trail Community

at right: The Ice Age Trail, 
which is 1,200 miles total, 
is entirely within Wisconsin 
and is one of 11 National 

Scenic Trails. Palmyra was 
recently named an official 
Ice Age Trail Community.

CAMERON GILLIE PHOTO  
Palmyra Our Town

top: Town, village and 
county representatives 

joined forces as a Palmyra 
IAT community support 

committee, clockwise from 
front: Kristine Dexheimer, 

Eileen Harris, Andy Whitney, 
Roberta Roy-Montgomery, 

Amanda Kutka, Vicki 
Holschuh, Leslie Ott, Linda 
Kania and Gary Dexheimer. 

Also instrumental but 
not pictured was Angela 

Petruska.
SUBMITTED PHOTO  

Palmyra Our Town
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262-745-0238

Call For Your FREE ESTIMATE Today!

Your Local Roofing Company!

AssuranceRoofingInc.net
W5270 Schmidt Road, Elkhorn WI 53121

Experts In
Lake Home 

Roofing 
Installation!

472294



   
PA

LM
YR

A
 O

U
R 

TO
W

N
  •

 2
02

5

15

The beach house at Lower Spring Lake Beach 
in Palmyra now features this mural, designed 
and painted by local artist Ronnie Schmauz. 
This is one of several areas in the village the 
Palmyra Beautification Project, a volunteer 

group, helped coordinate. 
PHOTOS COURTESY TARA LEROY Palmyra Our Town

Colorful 
mural 
brightens 
Palmyra 
beach house
	 Thanks to the efforts of local volunteer 
group – The Palmyra Beautification Project 
– the village last fall gained another unique 
mural welcoming visitors and providing a 
fresh new look to an aged building. 
	 Visitors to the Lower Spring Lake Beach 
and park at 306 Anemone St. in Palmyra 
are now greeted with a vibrant beach house 
thanks to a mural. It provides a colorful 
backdrop filled with sunshine, waves, brightly 
colored beach balls and depicts swimmers 
of all ages enjoying one of the community’s 
natural treasures. 
	 Local artist Ronnie Shmauz designed and 
painted the mural, drawing inspiration from 
the area’s beautiful scenery and community 
influences. 
	 The project was made possible after 
months of planning and received support and 
approval from the Palmyra Village Board. 
Volunteers coordinated multiple fundraising 
events in the community to support the 
project. 
	 Special thanks were given to area sponsors 
Reyna and Colin Kessler – owners of Colin’s 
Mobile Repair and Rainabobaina’s – who 
donated $1,000, and Rebecca McCallister 
who donated $500 for this project.
	 The Palmyra Beautification Project 
previously coordinated efforts for smaller 
murals that embellish the exteriors of buidlings 
including of Squidy’s II and Hot Rod’s Bar N 
Grill located on 2nd and Main Street. 
	 Planter boxes located throughout the 
village, seasonal village decorations, and 
much more are provided courtesy of the 
group’s volunteers and local fundraising 
efforts. 
	 For more information about the group, 
their upcoming projects and events, or to 
donate to their next community project, 
find them on Facebook under Palmyra 
Beautification Project. 
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banco insurance agency

Lori Garlock - Agent Palmyra
lgarlock@firstcitizensww.com

Kasey Reed - Agent Whitewater
kreed@firstcitizensww.com

Andrea Kahn - CSR/Agent both locations
akahn@firstcitizensww.com

Two Convenient Locations:
111 E. Main Street, Palmyra

(Located in First Citizens State Bank)
262-495-2118

207 W. Main Street, Whitewater
(Located in First Citizens State Bank)

262-473-7334
www.bancoinsurance.com

Automobile ~ Home ~ Farm ~ Health ~ Business ~ Motorcycles ~ Rec Vehicles

Complete Insurance Services

Serving Our Community Since 1984
438488

455624

WILLS • TRUSTS • PROBATE
REAL ESTATE

POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR
HEALTH & FINANCES

Serving The Community For Over 40 Years

STEINHOFF & GIBSON
LAW OFFICE, LLC

117 East Main Street • Eagle, WI 54119
(262) 594-2176 • (262) 594-3223 fax

oeg@eagleattorney.com

Main Office
207 West Main Street

Whitewater
(262) 473-2112

 West Side Office
1058 West Main Street

Whitewater
(262) 473-3666

 Palmyra Office
 111 East Main Street

Palmyra
(262) 495-2101

 East Troy Office
2546 East Main Street

East Troy
(262)  642-2530

Local people, Local decisions 

WE COMMIT TO:

firstcitizensww.com

SINCE 1863SINCE 1863

SERVICE
COMMUNITY
INNOVATION

Achieve your financial goals

 The products & services you need

Main Office
207 West Main Street

Whitewater
(262) 473-2112

 West Side Office
1058 West Main Street

Whitewater
(262) 473-3666

 Palmyra Office
 111 East Main Street

Palmyra
(262) 495-2101

 East Troy Office
2546 East Main Street

East Troy
(262)  642-2530

Local people, Local decisions 

WE COMMIT TO:

firstcitizensww.com

SINCE 1863SINCE 1863

SERVICE
COMMUNITY
INNOVATION

Achieve your financial goals

 The products & services you need

455544

472475

820 E. Main Street
Eagle, WI 53119

       262-594-2800

ALICE BAKER
L I B R A RY

www.alicebaker.lib.wi.us
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By Jennifer Eisenbart
STAF WRITER

	 Exactly what makes a grilled cheese so 
special?
	 Maybe it’s Wisconsin, and the 
numerous kinds of cheese. Or perhaps 
it’s the taste of home, the comfort food of 
childhood.
	 But in the case of Mr. P’s Grilled 
Cheese, a food truck operating out of the 
Palmyra area, it’s all about the little extra 
on the side – and how it mixes with the 
quality bread and cheeses.
	 Mr. P’s has become a food truck staple 
over the last six years, starting with a 
humble slate of 26 events in 2019 that 
increased to 150 by the end of the first 
season.
	 Now, owner/operator Ty Poulson has 
three trucks making the rounds throughout 
the year, with scheduled stops at more than 
300 different events.
	 “People really like the consistency,” 
said Poulson. “They know what they’re 
getting when they order it.
	 “I think it’s the perfect option, 
especially in Wisconsin.”
	 Poulson graduated from Palmyra-Eagle 
High School in 2016. He came up with the 
idea of a grilled cheese food truck, but not 
without a little inspiration from his dad.
	 “When I came to him with the idea of 
starting the grilled cheese food truck, he 
had always wanted to open a sandwich 
shop,” Poulson said.
	 It was his dad who came up with 
Mr. P’s signature item – a small cup of 
tomato bisque soup that comes with every 

left: Mr. P’s Grilled Cheese, owned and operated by Ty Poulson, Palmyra, offers a variety of 
grilled cheeses through a food truck operation that makes hundreds of appearances each year. 
above:  Members of the Mr. P’s crew serving customers at the Elkhorn Food Truck Festival this 

spring included Ellie, Corbin and owner Ty Poulson.
SUBMITTED PHOTO Palmyra Our Town

JENNIFER EISENBART Palmyra Our Town

Comfort food with a twist of tasty goodness
Mr. P’s Grilled Cheese offers an unusual take on a traditional favorite

sandwich for dunking purposes.
	 “I prefer it a little more to the traditional 
tomato soup you get in a can,” Poulson 
said. “I think most people do also.”
	 That little cup of soup – the recipe for 
which is a company secret – adds a touch 
of extra flavor, along with variations on a 
traditional grilled cheese.
	 Using Brownberry Italian Bread, 
the closest Poulson’s trucks come to a 
traditional grilled cheese is the “Plain 
Jane” – made with “only” mild cheddar.
	 For those looking for more of a taste 
blend, there is the Milkman, which uses 
mozzarella, gouda and mild cheddar.
	 If spicy is the way to go, Mr. P’s trucks 
also offer the Jalapeno Loco – Munster 
cheese, jalapenos and a jalapeno garlic aioli.
	 “I would say maybe it’s a seven out of 
10 on the spice level,” Poulson explained. 
“You’ll get a bit out of it.”
	 Then there’s the Mac Daddy – mac and 
cheese grilled into the sandwich, along 
with mozzarella and mild cheddar – and 
the Soo-eee! ham and bacon with mild 
cheddar and Munster cheese.
	 The final “regular” menu item is the 
Rosalita – named for Ty’s fiancé.
	 The Rosalita features tomato, onion 
and aioli garlic spread combined with 
mozzarella and gouda cheeses.
	 “It’s our Italian-style sandwich,” 
Poulson explained.
	 In June, Mr. P’s will add the Gyro – 
sliced Gyro meat with tomato, onion, 
mozzarella and a dipper of tzatziki sauce.
	 But those up for a challenge can always 
stop in Palmyra on Monday evenings, 

where Mr. P’s sits kitty corner from Jim 
and Judy’s Food Market near 2nd and Taft 
streets.
	 The “home base,” so to speak is where 
Poulson – and his father – get a bit more 
creative with their recipes.
	 “That’s kind of when we get a little bit 
crazy,” Ty said. 
	 This week’s selection was a chicken 
alfredo grilled cheese, while the prior 
week was Crab Rangoon – yes, the crab 
meat and cream cheese Chinese appetizer 
hit.
	 “Specials are my favorite,” Poulson 
said, adding that if a sandwich is a hit, he 
will bring it back later in the year.
	 In addition, there are kettle cooked 
chips for sale, bacon can be added to any 
sandwich (because it’s Wisconsin, of 
course) and the trucks also sell water and 
soda.
	 Poulson said the three trucks will 
make numerous stops on a weekend. For 
example, this past weekend, Mr. P’s was at 
the event where it all started in 2019 – the 
Elkhorn Spring Food Truck Festival – but 
the trucks were also at 11 other festivals.
	 With a two-year reign as best overall 
grilled cheese at the Grilled Cheese Fest in 
Waukesha, it’s clear Poulson has a winner 
on his hands.
	 “We hit all the corners – the cheese, we 
have options for everyone,” he explained. 
“And just no one can beat our tomato 
bisque.”
	 For a full list of where the food truck 
will be, follow Mr. P’s Grilled Cheese on 
Facebook or Instagram.
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PALMYRA-EAGLE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

123 Burr Oak St.
Palmyra, WI 53156 

 (262) 495-7101 
palmyra.k12.wi.us

District Administrator
Ryan Krohn

262-495-7101, ext. 2601 

Board of Education
School board members 
can be reached through 

the District Office

President
Jean Reith

Vice-president
Michael Eddy

Treasurer
Tara LeRoy

Clerk
Kristiana Williams

Other board members
Zachary Rutkowski

Brad Patrick
Amy Wilde

Palmyra-Eagle High School
and Middle School 

123 Burr Oak St.
Palmyra, WI 53156

(262) 495-7101

Principal
Kari Timm

(262) 495-7101, ext. 2215

Eagle Elementary School
810 E. Main St.
Eagle, WI 53119
(262) 594-2148

Principal
Elizabeth Kayzar

(262) 594-2148, ext. 4451

Palmyra-Eagle 
Montessori School

701 Maple St.
Palmyra, WI 53156

(262) 594-4330

District Programs 
Administrator
Joel Tortomasi

OUR Schools

Record breaker
In a game last fall, Panthers quarterback Willson Jones runs up the 
sideline, breaking the school record in the process for the longest 

touchdown run at 98 yards. The previous record was 92 yards, held by 
Aaron Adsit since 1998. Football is just one of numerous sports offered 

at Palmyra-Eagle High School.
BOB MISCHKA Palmyra Our Town

MUKWONAGO AREA 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

385 E. Veterans Way
Mukwonago, WI 53149

 (262) 363-6300
masd.k12.wi.us

District Administrator/ 
Superintendent

Joseph Koch
(262) 363-6300, ext. 24100

Executive Assistant
Laura Stroika

(262) 363-6300, ext. 24101

Board of Education
President
Dale Porter

Central Region
(262) 363-6300, ext. 24900

Term ends April 2028

Vice-President
Craig Vertz

West Region
(262) 363-6300, ext. 24904

Term ends April 2028

Treasurer 
Jake Heilgenthal
District-at-large

(262) 363-6300, ext. 24906
Term ends April 2026

Clerk
Crosby Bugenhagen

Central Region
(262) 363-6300, ext. 24908

Term ends April 2026

District at large
Eric Schwartz

(262) 363-6300, ext. 24902
Term ends April 2027

Carolyn Simon
(262) 363-6300, ext. 24907

Term ends April 2028

East Region
Michael Guch

(262) 363-6300, ext. 24905
Term ends April 2027

James Olsson
(262) 363-6300, ext. 24903

Term ends April 2026
West Region
Jason Bennett

(262) 363-6300, ext. 24901
Term ends April 2027

Mukwonago  
Area High School

605 W. Veterans Way
Mukwonago, WI 53149 

(262) 363-6200

Principal
Stephanie Blue

(262) 363-6200, ext. 25500

Park View 
Middle School

930 N. Rochester St.
Mukwonago, WI 53149

(262) 363-6292

Principal
Luke Spielman

(262) 363-6292, ext. 27500
spiellu@masd.k12.wi.us

Big Bend 
Elementary School

W230 S8695 Big Bend Dr.
Big Bend, WI 53103

(262) 363-4401

Principal
Greg Burton

(262) 363-4401, ext. 21500

Clarendon Avenue 
Elementary School
915 Clarendon Ave.

Mukwonago, WI 53149
(262) 363-6286

Principal
Brandy Hart

(262) 363-6286, ext. 22500
hartbr@masd.k12.wi.us

Eagleville Elementary 
Charter School

S101 W34511 Highway LO
Eagle, WI 53119
(262) 363-6258

Principal
Bill Plant

(262) 363-6258, ext. 23500

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 19



   
PA

LM
YR

A
 O

U
R 

TO
W

N
  •

 2
02

5

19

SCHOOLS • CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Prairie View  
Elementary School

W330 S6473 Highway E
North Prairie, WI 53153

(262) 363-6310

Principal
Valerie Vos

(262) 392-6310, ext. 26500
vosva@masd.k12.wi.us

Rolling Hills  
Elementary School

W322 S9230 Beulah Road
Mukwonago, WI 53149

(262) 363-6318

Principal
Ron Schlicht

(262) 363-6318, ext. 28500
schliro@masd.k12.wi.us

Section  
Elementary School

W318 S8430 Highway EE
Mukwonago, WI 53149

(262) 363-6260

Principal
Rachel Crockford

(262) 363-6260, ext. 29500
crockra@masd.k12.wi.us

	 The Palmyra-Eagle Area School District continues to showcase 
its leadership in school safety and community engagement by 
convening community leaders, local experts, and district staff for 
its Safety Networking Meeting in January. 
	 This event underscored PEASD’s ongoing commitment to 
fostering a safe, supportive, and well-connected environment for 
students, staff, and the broader community.
	 Building on the success of previous sessions, including the fall 
2024 meeting, this gathering focused on critical topics such as:
	 • Expanding the district’s safety team and formalizing roles at 
each school site.
	 • Reviewing the Wisconsin Association of School, County, 
and City Administrators safety audit findings and incorporating 
actionable feedback.
	

Leaders from throughout the community and school district gather 
for a Safety Networking Meeting in January at Palmyra-Eagle High 
School. The meetings, held twice a year, aim to support PEASD’s 

ongoing commitment to fostering a safe, supportive, and well-connected 
environment for students, staff, and the broader community.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Palmyra Our Town

	 • Exploring updates on the Department of Justice’s Standard 
Response Protocol and opportunities provided by the digital 
mapping grant.
	 • Enhancing staff training initiatives, including the launch of a 
monthly 15-day challenge to reinforce safety practices.
	 PEASD Superintendent Dr. Ryan Krohn emphasized the 
importance of these collaborative efforts.
	 “Our commitment to student and staff safety remains steadfast. 
By leveraging the collective expertise of our community partners 
and internal team, we can continue to enhance our protocols and 
create a model of excellence for school safety and community 
collaboration,” Krohn said.
	 The meeting also provided a forum for:
	 • Brainstorming innovative community events to further 
strengthen engagement.
	 • Identifying additional key contacts to expand the district’s 
safety network.
	 • Gathering stakeholder feedback to refine plans for the 2024-
2025 and 2025-2026 school years.
	 “PEASD’s commitment to safety planning is evident in its 
dedication to hosting semi-annual Safety Networking Meetings,” 
district officials said.
	 Community members interested in contributing to these 
discussions or joining the district’s safety initiatives are 
encouraged to contact Shawn Olson, Palmyra-Eagle Area School 
District Executive Administrative Assistant, at 262-495-7101, ext. 
2600 or solsen@peads.org.

PEASD hosts networking meeting on safety
Community leaders discuss school safety and community engagement
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BURTNESS

262-473-2522 • 262-473-3072 • www.driveburtness.com

1389 West Main Street 
Whitewater, WI 53190

1421 West Main Street
Whitewater, WI 53190

Open 
For  All 

Your 
Vehicle
Needs!

WHEN THE PRODUCTS ARE SIMILAR IT’S THE DEALER THAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

472296

JERRY KROUPA
View my properties at www.lakehomeswi.net

OFFICE AT 102 N. WISCONSIN ST., ELKHORN

262-949-3618
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The Palmyra-Eagle FFA nearly always has something happening from the annual fruit/meat/cheese or strawberry fundraisers to the annual Spring 
Plant Sale in the Gene Burlingham Greenhouse and much more. Clockwise from above, left: Members attended the FFA conference in Stevens 

Point included: Betsy Meade, Jillian Jaquith, Dalton Anton, Ashton Deleon, Jacob Drewa Marissa Blazewicz, Maddy Anton, Ashlin Adsit, Breanna 
Rolain, Sophia Lean, Omar Aranda and Loreli Mathews. Tractors and animals were among the highlights at the FFA’s 2024 Ag Adventure Day at 

Eagle Elementary School. FFA members help host a special Friendsgiving event at the high school. 
SUBMITTED PHOTOS Palmyra Our Town

PEMS students attend leadership conference
	 Six students from Palmyra-Eagle 
Middle School took a trip to the 
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater in 
November to attend the Southern Lakes 
Middle School Leadership Conference. 
	 The various activities allowed them 
to interact with middle schoolers from 
different districts. They also had the 
opportunity to listen to Ted Neitzke 
speak about what it takes to be a leader.
	 Nietzke introduced the “zero-zero” 
mindset. No matter the score in any 

scenario, students should have the 
mindset that the score is zero-zero. 
Since you can’t win if you have already 
decided that you are going to lose, 
this mindset will set students up for 
success. 
	 He also talked about how buffalo are 
incredible animals who, when faced 
with a storm, walk directly toward it. 
Cows, on the other hand, will walk 
away from the storm to avoid the 
problem. Ted encouraged students to 

“be a buffalo” and face their challenges 
head-on!
	 At the end of the workshop, students 
brainstormed leadership characteristics 
and what they would need from others 
in order to be leaders.
	 Overall, according to Palmyra-Eagle 
Middle School representatives, it was 
an extremely positive and enriching 
experience for the students that will 
serve them well as they continue to 
progress through school and life.

Busy FFA
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Tree Trimming
Tree Removal

Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing

Storm Cleanup

472316
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	 The Palmyra-Eagle Area School 
District had a group of high school 
students attend the JP Cullen 
Construction Career Fair in Janesville. 
This annual event offers a unique 
opportunity for students to explore career 
paths in the construction industry through 
hands-on activities and direct interactions 
with skilled trades professionals.
	 The fair, held at JP Cullen’s facility, 
featured various activities allowing 
students to experience what it’s like 
to work in different trades, such as 
concrete pouring, carpentry, and other 
hands-on demonstrations. The event also 
included booths staffed by tradespeople 
and affiliated trade unions who shared 
their insights, training, and advice with 
students interested in pursuing careers in 
the skilled trades.
	 In alignment with Palmyra-Eagle’s 
commitment to expanding career 
readiness opportunities, the district 
prioritized attendance for sophomores 
and juniors, offering them a chance to 
explore youth apprenticeship programs. 
Students brought their resumes and youth 
apprenticeship applications, giving them 
a head start in pursuing valuable career-
building experiences.
	 “This event provided our students 
with a firsthand look at the diverse 
opportunities within the construction 
and trades industries. It’s an invaluable 
experience for students to engage 
directly with professionals and see 
how their skills can translate into real-
world careers,” said Dr. Ryan Krohn, 
Superintendent of Palmyra-Eagle Area 
School District. 
	 “We are grateful to JP Cullen for 
offering such a dynamic and interactive 
event,” he added.
	 The half-day event included a lunch 
provided for all attendees. Safety was a 
top priority, with all necessary personal 
protective equipment provided by the 
hosts, ensuring a safe and educational 
experience for our students.
	 “The Palmyra-Eagle Area School 
District is proud of our students for taking 
advantage of this opportunity to explore 
the skilled trades and is committed to 
providing similar experiences to prepare 
our students for successful futures,” 
district officials said. “We extend our 
thanks to JP Cullen for hosting such a 
meaningful event.”

Students from Palmyra-Eagle Area High 
School attended the JP Cullen Construction 

Career Fair in Janesville in October. It 
allowed them an opportunity to try a variety of 
construction-related projects and equipment 

such as concrete (breaking, pouring, finishing), 
carpentry, reading blueprints and using a lift.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Palmyra Our Town

Palmyra-Eagle students attend construction career fair
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In April, Palmyra non-profit organization, Healthy Community Network distributed free “ready to cook” Easter dinners. A total of 101 families (345 
people) received their choice of ham and potatoes or chicken and rice along with fruit, vegetable, rolls and dessert. “I can’t thank our dedicated 

volunteers enough for all their hard work,” said HCN Director Angela Villela.  “They support our efforts at our building and delivering to the 
community, always with a smile.” Children from Palmyra Montessori School colored Easter pages inserted in 50 of the bags. Volunteers included 

Palmyra-Eagle Area School District students, and Erin and Mickie (shown out delivering meals.) HCN also delivered meals and toys to area families 
at Christmas time. For more information call 262-215-1198 or visit www.healthycommunitynetwork.net.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Palmyra Our Town

Palmyra’s Memorial Day events began 
with short ceremonies at Charles Deuel 
Park and St. Mary’s Cemetery followed 

by a parade down Main Street to Hillside 
Cemetery, where the main remembrance 
ceremony was held. From the left: during 

the parade, Mary Earle and her horse 
visit with community members; a local 

scout marches with his troop.
TARA LEROY PHOTOS Palmyra Our Town

Honoring past and present

Helping hands
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Lower
Spring Lake

162 E. Main Street
Palmyra, WI 53156

Serving Palmyra & Surrounding Areas

Family Owned & Operated
Residential Heating & Cooling Systems

Certified Technicians
Equipment Retrofit & Replacement

Service All Makes & Models

262-567-5411
schultehvac.com

Valid through 12/31/25  Not valid with other offers.
Valid only with this coupon.  262-567-5411

–or–
Furnace or AC

System Tune-Up

Purchase of a NEW
Furnace or AC System

Heating & Cooling Systems

$100 OFF
$10 OFF

WHATEVER 
IT TAKES.®

472298

Earn Up To $100K!$
Top Drivers Can 

TRUCK DRIVERS
• Home most nights/every weekend

• Paid health benefits • Competitive Hourly Wages
• Time & 1/2 over 40 hours • 401(k) w/contribution
• Drive newer equipment • Paid vacations/holidays

• Paid life/disability
• Must have a Class A CDL and pass medical/drug screen

Go to:
www.vetstruck.com
for applications262-539-4460

Veteran’s Truck Line INC.
in Burlington, Wis is now accepting applications for:

Top Drivers Can 
Earn Up To $100K!

472301

Proudly celebrating 

55 years 
in business

M-F 9am - 5:30 pm | Sat 9am - 5pm
155 W. Main St. Whitewater, WI | dalesbootery.com 

(262) 473-4093

Bogs, Clarks, Cobb Hill, Dansko, Dunham, Haflinger, 
Rockport, Rocky, Skechers, Smartwool Socks, 

Strive,  Taos, & Topo

472299

HEY PALMYRA,
WE’VE GOT  

YOU COVERED!
60¢
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MEMORIAL DAY EVENTS: 
Palmyra’s Memorial Day events 
on May 26 will include: 9:15 
a.m. – a short ceremony at 
Charles Deuel Memorial Park; 
9:30 a.m. –a ceremony at St. 
Mary’s Cemetery; 10 a.m. – 
parade down Main Street to 
4th Street to Hillside Cemetery. 
The guest speaker will be Ray 
Pasbrig, a Vietnam veteran.

SUPPORT THE LEGION: 
Thomas Holcomb American 
Legion Post 304, 115 N. 3rd St., 
Palmyra, will host a pancake 
breakfast from 7 a.m. to noon, 
Sunday, May 25. All you can 
eat is $8; one of everything is 
$5; children 6 and younger are 
free. Take out is available.

COMMUNITY SUPPER: 
Palmyra United Methodist 
Church, 122 N. Fifth St., 
Palmyra, will host a community 
supper at 5 p.m., Saturday, May 
24 with a variety of Korean 
dishes, refreshments and 
desserts. Open to all!

BLOOD DRIVE: Palmyra-
Eagle High School, 123 
Burr Oak St., will host a 
blood drive from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Wednesday, May 28. 
Community members are 
encouraged to donate. To 
make an appointment, visit 
donateblood.versiti.org/donor/
schedules, enter 53156 for the 
zip or email apieper@peasd.org.

• ROOFING
• SIDING

• KITCHENS
• REMODELING

• WINDOWS
• DOORS

• GUTTERS
• ADDITIONS 414320

and Sons INC.
3 Generations of Quality Work!

www.jrtaylorandsons.com 262-642-7970
Call Us Today!

FREE Estimates
Fully Insured

SO CHEESY: Ty Poulson, 
owner of Mr. P’s Grilled 
Cheese, which operates out 
of the Palmyra area, mans 
the grill at a recent food 
truck event. His business 
has grown to include three 
food trucks attending 300 
events each year.  – Section 2

BUSINESS

PERFECT SOUND: The 
Elkhorn Band Shell, built 100 
years ago, was designed to 
be acoustically perfect, ac-
cording to recent research. 
It’s the last of its kind and 
efforts are now underway to 
make sure it lasts for years 
to come. – Section 2

LIVING

Superintendent looks back – and ahead
PEASD’s financial outlook more optimistic now than previously reported

By Dave Fidlin
CORRESPONDENT
 “One step at a time” was a phrase 
Superintendent Ryan Krohn used 
recently while discussing the Pal-
myra-Eagle Area School District’s 
milestones in the near-completed 
2024-25 school year, while dually 
looking to the upcoming 2025-26 
school year.
 “There’s a ton that’s been accom-
plished in this past year,” Krohn 
said while giving his routine district 
administrator’s report to the School 
Board at a meeting May 14. “I’m 
proud of where we are, and I’m 
proud of the next steps that we’re 
going to establish with the culture of 
learning and achievement and put-
ting kids first.”
 PEASD’s Montessori school con-
tinues to make strides, Krohn said, 
noting the out-of-district parental in-
terest through the state’s open enroll-

ment program for the 2025-26 school 
year has been an outward indication 
of the program’s momentum.
 “There are a couple people from 
outside, looking over the fence line 
now and wondering if they can be 
a part of things,” Krohn said of the 
Montessori program. 
 In his reflective remarks, Kro-
hn said he credits the Montessori 
school’s staff with their unrelenting 
commitment to delivering quality 
education through the format, which 
emphasizes child-directed learning 
and independent work.
 “Each day, there’s a step (the 
Montessori school) takes, thanks to 
everybody that has been a part of that 
building,” Krohn said. “I’m really 
proud of the steps that were taken 
this year and, again, what is happen-
ing next year.”
 On a broader spectrum, Krohn 
touched on Palmyra-Eagle’s empha-

sis on literacy and math curriculum 
by making strides over time to help 
ensure students’ needs across all skill 
levels in the core curricular areas are 
being met.
 PEASD has, and continues to, 
face challenges in several areas – fi-
nances being among them – which 
Krohn also addressed during a dis-
cussion of the district’s 10-year capi-
tal plan.
 “I can’t thank everybody enough 
for where we are at this spot in the 
year,” Krohn said. “In many ways, 
we have a lot of difficulties, but at 
the same time, I saw a lot of people 
pull together.”

Business office 
report more optimistic
 In other business May 14, the 
School Board heard a report from 
Todd Gray, one of the district’s busi-
ness office representatives, on the 

state of PEASD’s finances.
 The business office in prior 
months had reported on potential 
challenges, particularly for the up-
coming 2025-26 school year budget, 
though Gray in his most updated re-
port gave a more optimistic outlook.
 “I think, with some of the rev-
enues, if we get some of these up 
to date and get them paid and also 
dig for additional revenues that are 
available to us, we might certainly 
knock that deficit way down, which 
would be very good,” Gray said.
 In his report, Gray indicated more 
updated – and concrete – informa-
tion on the district’s finances will be 
shared at the next board meeting in 
June.
 “I think we’re on the right track,” 
Gray said. “I’ll have to do a lot of 
digging to make sure things are up to 
date. Next month, we’ll have a much 
more in-depth look at things.”

Three finalists selected for Whitewater superintendent job
 The Whitewater Unified School 
District School Board announced 
three finalists for the next district 
superintendent May 15.
 The finalists are Samuel Karns, 
Kurt Schneider, and Laurie Fioren-
za. 
 As part of the selection process, 
the three finalists will spend a day 
in the district on Thursda. The day 
will include a tour of the schools 
and time to meet with staff and stu-
dents. Parents, families, and com-
munity members will also have an 
opportunity to meet the candidates 
in a public session that evening. 
 The board reviewed 31 appli-
cants for the position and conduct-
ed seven first-round interviews. 
Once selected, the new superinten-
dent will start July 1.

Samuel Karns 
 Karns holds a superintendent 
licensure from Concordia Uni-
versity, a Master’s in Education 
from Texas A&M University and a 

Bachelor of Science in Kinesiolo-
gy from the University of Texas. 
 He is currently serving as Todd 
Elementary Principal for the 
School District of Beloit, where he 
has been for three years. 
 Prior to that, he held the po-
sition of assistant principal for 
the School District of Beloit for 
one year, assistant principal for 
the Spring Branch Independent 
School District in Spring Valley, 
Texas, for three years, Assistant 
Director of Student Wellness K-12 
for the Spring Branch Independent 
School District in Spring Valley, 
Texas, for four years, and a Health 
Fitness Specialist for the Spring 
Branch Independent School Dis-
trict in Spring Valley, Texas, for 
six years. 
 Karns has received the AWSA 
2025 Elementary Principal of the 
Year for Wisconsin, is a Herb Kohl 
2025 Principal Leadership Recipi-
ent, and was the Spring Branch In-
dependent School District Teacher 

of the Year (Texas).

Kurt Schneider 
 Schneider holds a Doctorate 
in Education Administration, a 
Master’s of Education in Special 
Education, and a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Special Education, all from 
UW-Madison. 
 He is currently serving as Su-
perintendent for the TrueNorth 
Educational Cooperative 804, in 
Highland Park, Illinois, where he 
has been for nine years. 
 Prior to that, he held the posi-
tion of Assistant Superintendent 
of Learning for the Communi-
ty Consolidated School District 
181 in Hinsdale, Illinois, for four 
years, and the Director of Student 
Services for the Stoughton Area 
School District for eight years. 

Laurie Fiorenza 
 Fiorenza holds a Doctorate of 
Education from the University of 
Concordia, a Master’s in Educa-

tion in Special Education from 
Quincy University, and a Bache-
lor of Science in Psychology from 
Quincy University. 
 She is currently serving as As-
sistant Superintendent for Student 
Learning for the Oak Park and 
River Forest High School District 
in Oak Park, Illinois, where she 
has been for four years. 
 Prior to that, she held the posi-
tion of Director of Student Learn-
ing for the Oak Park and River 
Forest High School District in Oak 
Park, Illinois, for two years, Prin-
cipal for the Indian Prairie School 
District 204 in Aurora, Illinois, for 
four years, Assistant Principal for 
the Batavia Public School District 
101 in Batavia, Illinois, for two 
years, Assistant Principal for the 
Quincy Public School District 172 
in Quincy, Illinois, for two years, 
and Teaching and Instructional 
Coaching for the Quincy Public 
School District 172 in Quincy, Illi-
nois, for five years. 

A 
different 

kind  
of fair

 Whitewater High 
School held its annual 
STEAM Faire May 
10, highlighting the 
work of students and 
opportunities for others 
in science, technology, 
arts and mathematics. 
Below: Among those 
in attendance were the 
Wisconsin Chapter of 
the Ghostbusters. Left: 
The high school robotics 
team, Ferradermis, made 
an appearance with its 
competition robot.

TOM GANSER PHOTOS 

Southern Lakes Newspapers

Future of historic 
Whitewater water 
tower discussed
By Dave Fidlin
CORRESPONDENT
 After a months-long meeting of 
the minds, a committee’s myriad 
recommendations concerning the 
future of the historic Starin Park 
Water Tower were disclosed at a re-
cent Whitewater Common Council 
meeting. 
 In November, the council gave 
the Whitewater Landmarks Com-
mission direction to explore further 
options for the water tower, which 
has been decommissioned after con-
cerns of its structural quality were 
raised.
 At a council meeting May 20, a 
convened committee that includ-
ed – but was not limited to – the 
Landmarks Commission presented 
a 6-point list of recommendations 
on addressing the tower’s future.
 In addition to keeping the struc-
ture and not moving forward with 
demolition, the so-called Starin Park 
Water Tower Committee advocated 
for, and received council approval, 
to reopen discussions with a struc-
tural engineering firm to address the 
condition of the metal tank at the top 
of the structure.
 Additionally, the committee was 
given authority to extend the sub-
mission of the final report through 
the end of the year.
 Some of the committee’s other 
recommendations also were includ-
ed in the council’s go-forward mo-
tion, including the establishment of 
a “friends” type group that could 
help fundraise for the structure’s 
restoration and name the site to the 
National Register of Historic Places.   
 Patricia Blackmer, chair of the 
Whitewater Landmarks Commis-
sion, said the discussions within the 
convened committee were fruitful 
and represented input from a wide 
spectrum of community stakehold-
ers.
 “At any entry point into the 
City of Whitewater, it is visible as 
one of our most historic and iconic  

See RECOMMENDATIONS, Page 2
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MEMORIAL DAY EVENTS: 
Palmyra’s Memorial Day events 

on May 26 will include: 9:15 

a.m. – a short ceremony at 

Charles Deuel Memorial Park; 

9:30 a.m. –a ceremony at St. 

Mary’s Cemetery; 10 a.m. – 

parade down Main Street to 

4th Street to Hillside Cemetery. 

The guest speaker will be Ray 

Pasbrig, a Vietnam veteran.

SUPPORT THE LEGION: 
Thomas Holcomb American 

Legion Post 304, 115 N. 3rd St., 

Palmyra, will host a pancake 

breakfast from 7 a.m. to noon, 

Sunday, May 25. All you can 

eat is $8; one of everything is 

$5; children 6 and younger are 

free. Take out is available.

COMMUNITY SUPPER: 
Palmyra United Methodist 

Church, 122 N. Fifth St., 

Palmyra, will host a community 

supper at 5 p.m., Saturday, May 

24 with a variety of Korean 

dishes, refreshments and 

desserts. Open to all!

BLOOD DRIVE: Palmyra-

Eagle High School, 123 

Burr Oak St., will host a 

blood drive from 8 a.m. to 1 

p.m., Wednesday, May 28. 

Community members are 

encouraged to donate. To 

make an appointment, visit 

donateblood.versiti.org/donor/

schedules, enter 53156 for the 

zip or email apieper@peasd.org.
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SO CHEESY: Ty Poulson, 

owner of Mr. P’s Grilled 

Cheese, which operates out 

of the Palmyra area, mans 

the grill at a recent food 

truck event. His business 

has grown to include three 

food trucks attending 300 

events each year.  – Section 2
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PERFECT SOUND: The 

Elkhorn Band Shell, built 100 

years ago, was designed to 

be acoustically perfect, ac-

cording to recent research. 

It’s the last of its kind and 

efforts are now underway to 

make sure it lasts for years 

to come. – Section 2

LIVING

Superintendent looks back – and ahead
PEASD’s financial outlook more optimistic now than previously reported

By Dave Fidlin

CORRESPONDENT

 “One step at a time” was a phrase 

Superintendent Ryan Krohn used 

recently while discussing the Pal-

myra-Eagle Area School District’s 

milestones in the near-completed 

2024-25 school year, while dually 

looking to the upcoming 2025-26 

school year.

 “There’s a ton that’s been accom-

plished in this past year,” Krohn 

said while giving his routine district 

administrator’s report to the School 

Board at a meeting May 14. “I’m 

proud of where we are, and I’m 

proud of the next steps that we’re 

going to establish with the culture of 

learning and achievement and put-

ting kids first.”

 PEASD’s Montessori school con-

tinues to make strides, Krohn said, 

noting the out-of-district parental in-

terest through the state’s open enroll-

ment program for the 2025-26 school 

year has been an outward indication 

of the program’s momentum.

 “There are a couple people from 

outside, looking over the fence line 

now and wondering if they can be 

a part of things,” Krohn said of the 

Montessori program. 

 In his reflective remarks, Kro-

hn said he credits the Montessori 

school’s staff with their unrelenting 

commitment to delivering quality 

education through the format, which 

emphasizes child-directed learning 

and independent work.

 “Each day, there’s a step (the 

Montessori school) takes, thanks to 

everybody that has been a part of that 

building,” Krohn said. “I’m really 

proud of the steps that were taken 

this year and, again, what is happen-

ing next year.”

 On a broader spectrum, Krohn 

touched on Palmyra-Eagle’s empha-

sis on literacy and math curriculum 

by making strides over time to help 

ensure students’ needs across all skill 

levels in the core curricular areas are 

being met.
 PEASD has, and continues to, 

face challenges in several areas – fi-

nances being among them – which 

Krohn also addressed during a dis-

cussion of the district’s 10-year capi-

tal plan.
 “I can’t thank everybody enough 

for where we are at this spot in the 

year,” Krohn said. “In many ways, 

we have a lot of difficulties, but at 

the same time, I saw a lot of people 

pull together.”

Business office 

report more optimistic

 In other business May 14, the 

School Board heard a report from 

Todd Gray, one of the district’s busi-

ness office representatives, on the 

state of PEASD’s finances.

 The business office in prior 

months had reported on potential 

challenges, particularly for the up-

coming 2025-26 school year budget, 

though Gray in his most updated re-

port gave a more optimistic outlook.

 “I think, with some of the rev-

enues, if we get some of these up 

to date and get them paid and also 

dig for additional revenues that are 

available to us, we might certainly 

knock that deficit way down, which 

would be very good,” Gray said.

 In his report, Gray indicated more 

updated – and concrete – informa-

tion on the district’s finances will be 

shared at the next board meeting in 

June.
 “I think we’re on the right track,” 

Gray said. “I’ll have to do a lot of 

digging to make sure things are up to 

date. Next month, we’ll have a much 

more in-depth look at things.”

Three finalists selected for Whitewater superintendent job

 The Whitewater Unified School 

District School Board announced 

three finalists for the next district 

superintendent May 15.

 The finalists are Samuel Karns, 

Kurt Schneider, and Laurie Fioren-

za. 
 As part of the selection process, 

the three finalists will spend a day 

in the district on Thursda. The day 

will include a tour of the schools 

and time to meet with staff and stu-

dents. Parents, families, and com-

munity members will also have an 

opportunity to meet the candidates 

in a public session that evening. 

 The board reviewed 31 appli-

cants for the position and conduct-

ed seven first-round interviews. 

Once selected, the new superinten-

dent will start July 1.

Samuel Karns 

 Karns holds a superintendent 

licensure from Concordia Uni-

versity, a Master’s in Education 

from Texas A&M University and a 

Bachelor of Science in Kinesiolo-

gy from the University of Texas. 

 He is currently serving as Todd 

Elementary Principal for the 

School District of Beloit, where he 

has been for three years. 

 Prior to that, he held the po-

sition of assistant principal for 

the School District of Beloit for 

one year, assistant principal for 

the Spring Branch Independent 

School District in Spring Valley, 

Texas, for three years, Assistant 

Director of Student Wellness K-12 

for the Spring Branch Independent 

School District in Spring Valley, 

Texas, for four years, and a Health 

Fitness Specialist for the Spring 

Branch Independent School Dis-

trict in Spring Valley, Texas, for 

six years. 
 Karns has received the AWSA 

2025 Elementary Principal of the 

Year for Wisconsin, is a Herb Kohl 

2025 Principal Leadership Recipi-

ent, and was the Spring Branch In-

dependent School District Teacher 

of the Year (Texas).

Kurt Schneider 

 Schneider holds a Doctorate 

in Education Administration, a 

Master’s of Education in Special 

Education, and a Bachelor of Sci-

ence in Special Education, all from 

UW-Madison. 

 He is currently serving as Su-

perintendent for the TrueNorth 

Educational Cooperative 804, in 

Highland Park, Illinois, where he 

has been for nine years. 

 Prior to that, he held the posi-

tion of Assistant Superintendent 

of Learning for the Communi-

ty Consolidated School District 

181 in Hinsdale, Illinois, for four 

years, and the Director of Student 

Services for the Stoughton Area 

School District for eight years. 

Laurie Fiorenza 

 Fiorenza holds a Doctorate of 

Education from the University of 

Concordia, a Master’s in Educa-

tion in Special Education from 

Quincy University, and a Bache-

lor of Science in Psychology from 

Quincy University. 

 She is currently serving as As-

sistant Superintendent for Student 

Learning for the Oak Park and 

River Forest High School District 

in Oak Park, Illinois, where she 

has been for four years. 

 Prior to that, she held the posi-

tion of Director of Student Learn-

ing for the Oak Park and River 

Forest High School District in Oak 

Park, Illinois, for two years, Prin-

cipal for the Indian Prairie School 

District 204 in Aurora, Illinois, for 

four years, Assistant Principal for 

the Batavia Public School District 

101 in Batavia, Illinois, for two 

years, Assistant Principal for the 

Quincy Public School District 172 

in Quincy, Illinois, for two years, 

and Teaching and Instructional 

Coaching for the Quincy Public 

School District 172 in Quincy, Illi-

nois, for five years. 

A 
different 

kind  
of fair

 Whitewater High 

School held its annual 

STEAM Faire May 

10, highlighting the 

work of students and 

opportunities for others 

in science, technology, 

arts and mathematics. 

Below: Among those 

in attendance were the 

Wisconsin Chapter of 

the Ghostbusters. Left: 

The high school robotics 

team, Ferradermis, made 

an appearance with its 

competition robot.

TOM GANSER PHOTOS 

Southern Lakes Newspapers

Future of historic 
Whitewater water 
tower discussed
By Dave Fidlin

CORRESPONDENT

 After a months-long meeting of 

the minds, a committee’s myriad 

recommendations concerning the 

future of the historic Starin Park 

Water Tower were disclosed at a re-

cent Whitewater Common Council 

meeting. 
 In November, the council gave 

the Whitewater Landmarks Com-

mission direction to explore further 

options for the water tower, which 

has been decommissioned after con-

cerns of its structural quality were 

raised.
 At a council meeting May 20, a 

convened committee that includ-

ed – but was not limited to – the 

Landmarks Commission presented 

a 6-point list of recommendations 

on addressing the tower’s future.

 In addition to keeping the struc-

ture and not moving forward with 

demolition, the so-called Starin Park 

Water Tower Committee advocated 

for, and received council approval, 

to reopen discussions with a struc-

tural engineering firm to address the 

condition of the metal tank at the top 

of the structure.

 Additionally, the committee was 

given authority to extend the sub-

mission of the final report through 

the end of the year.

 Some of the committee’s other 

recommendations also were includ-

ed in the council’s go-forward mo-

tion, including the establishment of 

a “friends” type group that could 

help fundraise for the structure’s 

restoration and name the site to the 

National Register of Historic Places.   

 Patricia Blackmer, chair of the 

Whitewater Landmarks Commis-

sion, said the discussions within the 

convened committee were fruitful 

and represented input from a wide 

spectrum of community stakehold-

ers.
 “At any entry point into the 

City of Whitewater, it is visible as 

one of our most historic and iconic  
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