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shenit’s Office presented with POW/MIA Honor Ghair

Rolling Thunder Illinois Chap-
ter 2, a local POW/MIA advoca-
cy group, presented the McHen-
ry County Sheriff’s Office with a
“Chair of Honor” during a ceremony
held on Thursday, April 24, in front
of the McHenry County Courthouse.

The ceremony featured Sheriff
Tadelman, Rolling Thunder Illinois
Chapter 2 President Ted Makare-
wicz, and Chairman Wayne Kirk-
patrick, as well as other members
of the organization. During the
ceremony, speakers reflected on
the significance of the chair, which
symbolizes the loss of life and the
unfinished stories of those who
never returned home. The McHenry
County Sheriff’s Office was select-
ed as a site for the Chair of Honor

in recognition of its ongoing com-
mitment to those who have served
in the Armed Forces.

Following the ceremony, the
Chair of Honor was permanently
placed inside the Courthouse near
the West Entrance staircase. The
chair is accompanied by an Amer-
ican flag and a POW/MIA flag,
along with a plaque detailing its
significance. The chair was creat-
ed through a partnership between
National Rolling Thunder and the
Hussey Seating Company.

The Chair of Honor is to remain
perpetually empty to help people
remember that even though our
soldiers are not here, there is still
a space for them. Rolling Thunder
Inc. advocates for the more than

80,000 U.S. service members still
listed as Prisoners of War or Miss-
ing in Action (POW/MIA) since
World War 1.

Sheriff Tadelman said, “We are
deeply honored to receive the POW/
MIA Chair of Honor from Rolling
Thunder Illinois Chapter 2. This
powerful symbol serves as a lasting
reminder of the brave men and wom-
en who have yet to return home. We
are grateful for Rolling Thunder’s
dedication to ensuring that their sac-
rifice is never forgotten.”

Across the country, POW/MIA
Chairs of Honor can be found in
public spaces serving as powerful
symbols of Rolling Thunder’s mis-
sion and our nation’s promise: “We
will never forget.”
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Above: Sheriff Tadelman and Rolling Thunder lllinois Chapter 2

members pose with the Chair of Honor. At left: Members of Rolling

Thunder lllinois Chapter 2 stand at attention during the Chair of
Honor ceremony.
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By Andrew Adams
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Customers around Illinois
will see significantly higher
prices on their electric bills in
June.

The average residential
customer of northern Illinois’
Commonwealth Edison will
pay about $10.60 per month
more this summer, according to
a company statement. Down-
state Ameren Illinois says cus-
tomers can expect an 18 per-
cent to 22 percent increase in
their monthly bill, or about $45
per month depending on usage.
Prices will likely decrease in
October once winter electric
rates go into effect.

Increasing energy prices are
causing alarm among some
consumer advocates and state
policymakers, who worry that
the long-term problems under-
lying the rising costs could lead
to even higher prices or rolling
blackouts.

Clara Summers, who ad-
vocates for consumer-friend-
ly energy policy on behalf of
the nonprofit Citizens Utility
Board, said the ComEd price
increases were for two reasons:
increasing demand from data
centers and large manufactur-
ing as well as procedural issues
slowing down new renewable
projects.

CUB officials said the issues
underlying Ameren’s increase
were similar, while noting that
both were due in part to the
way grid regulators structure
pricing.

The price hikes are a ma-
jor undercurrent of escalating
tensions over a package of en-
ergy reforms making its way
through Springfield as lawmak-
ers race toward their scheduled
May 31 adjournment.

“We’re trying to keep prices
low while combating climate
change,” Jen Walling, head
of the Illinois Environmental
Council, told Capitol News Illi-
nois. The IEC has been heavily
involved in advocating for parts
of the bill.

In December, federal of-
ficials at the North American
Electric Reliability Corpora-
tion—the nonprofit oversight
agency for grid operators—
designated the grid for central
and southern Illinois as “high
risk” for not having enough
electricity to meet demand on
hot days in the summer and
cold days in the winter over the
next five years. The grid that
stretches from central Canada
to the Mississippi river delta is
the only power grid in the na-
tion to have that designation,
with much of its risk stemming
from power plants closing.

Illinois’ northern grid, which
includes parts of 13 states and
Washington, D.C. from Illinois

to the east coast, faces “elevat-
ed” risk. That means extreme
weather events are “likely” to
cause shortfalls in energy re-
serves.

The increased demand stems

from data centers, increasing
adoption of electric heat pumps
and the rise of electric vehicles,
according to NERC.
David Braun, an executive at
the energy technology compa-
ny Intelligent Generation, said
demand on the electric grid is
the highest it’s been in the 30
years he’s worked in the energy
sector.

“We haven’t seen this in a
long time,” Braun told Capitol
News Illinois. “So, it’s catch-
ing planners by surprise, and it
takes a long time to build power
plants.”

Shrinking supply

That demand, according to
NERC’s December report, is
coming at the same time supply
is going down, increasing pres-
sure on the grid.

Around the country, fossil

fuel plants are closing as states
move to limit their greenhouse
gas emissions. While Illinois
exports energy overall, plant
closures elsewhere in the coun-
try can affect the price of ener-
gy, raising prices for Illinois-
ans. Grid operators nationwide,
meanwhile, face yearslong red
tape-induced backlogs on new
renewables.
Downstate Illinois’ grid might
run out of energy reserves
as soon as 2034, per NERC.
Northern Illinois’ grid has more
reserves but will face decreased
levels throughout the next de-
cade. If nothing is done to ei-
ther reduce demand or increase
supply, this means prices could
continue to increase or black-
outs could become necessary to
stabilize the grid.

To address these issues,
lawmakers in Springfield are
weighing sweeping energy leg-
islation. The bill’s proponents
say its provisions to incentivize
new developments are the only
way to prevent serious prob-
lems without walking back the
state’s climate goals.

Republican critics contend
that the main reason for the leg-
islation is to fix problems with
the 2021 Climate and Equitable
Jobs Act. Gov. JB Pritzker’s
marquee climate policy, they
say, is a major cause of the
supply shortfalls because it re-
quires fossil fuel-burning pow-
er plants to shut down by 2045.

Others say provisions aimed
at reducing data centers’ energy
demands on the grid will hurt
businesses in the state.

Lawmakers and advocacy
groups are currently review-
ing draft language for the bill,
which has not been made pub-
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Summer electric price spike fuels policy tensions in Springfield

Price hike due to lack of energy supply comes alongside rocky transition to renewable power

lic. Even with complex pro-
cedural maneuvering to avoid
long-passed deadlines, law-
makers face a tight turnaround
to reach an agreement before
the legislative session ends.

The process could have be-
come more complicated, some
suggest, after the U.S. House
passed a wide-ranging bill ear-
ly May 22 that could drastically
alter federal energy incentives
if it becomes law.

Higher prices

Bills for customers of pri-
vate electric utilities, most no-
tably ComEd and Ameren, will
go up in June.

The increase was deter-
mined at two recent capacity
auctions, which are how grid
operators set energy prices for
years into the future. High pric-
es at these auctions can indicate
low supply relative to demand.

PJM Interconnection, the
grid operator for northern Illi-
nois, saw a roughly eight-fold
jump in its most recent capacity
auction compared to the year
prior. Downstate’s energy grid,
Midcontinent Independent Sys-
tem Operator, or MISO, saw
more than a 20-fold year-over-
year price jump at its capacity
auction in April.

Representatives  of  the
state’s two largest electric utili-
ties stressed that these increases
occurred beyond their purview.

“ComEd does not profit

from this increase, was not part
of the auction, does not supply
capacity, and does not retain
any proceeds of the capacity
charge payments,” ComEd
spokesperson John Schoen said
in a statement.
An Ameren spokesperson
echoed the sentiment, noting
that the state requires utilities to
pass this type of cost to custom-
ers ‘“‘dollar-for-dollar, without
markup.”

The price is lower for
ComEd customers than it could
have been due to a provision in
CEJA, which credits custom-
ers when energy generated by
nuclear power plants is above
a certain level. Consumer
watchdogs at CUB estimate
that the policy cut the increase
for ComEd customers by about
17 percent. Customers in the
Ameren area, which has much
less nuclear power, are not eli-
gible for the credit.

Other energy providers

While millions of Illinoisans
get their power from ComEd
and Ameren, some get their
electricity through other means,
including alternate retail sup-
pliers, municipal utilities and
electric cooperatives. Many of
these energy suppliers are not
affected directly by the capacity
auctions.
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Municipal ~customers in
towns like Naperville, St.
Charles and Rantoul are large-
ly insulated from the spike,
according to Staci Wilson, the
head of government affairs for
the Illinois Municipal Electric
Agency. The IMEA is a private
entity that provides electricity
to 32 of the 42 municipal elec-
tric systems in the state.

IMEA sometimes partici-
pates in capacity auctions. But
Wilson said the agency tends
to secure energy through other
means, such as having owner-
ship stakes directly in power
plants.

“IMEA member municipali-
ties have rates that are currently
lower than private utilities and
our ownership model continues
to gain value as we transition
to a carbon-free future in an af-
fordable and reliable manner,”
Wilson said.

But other municipal utili-
ty officials, including those at
Springfield’s City Water, Light
and Power, are less optimistic
about future prices.

“Regulations are forcing
plant retirement a little too
soon,” CWLP spokesperson
Amber Sabin said. “And the
grid operators that are here,
they have resources that they
can’t connect to the grid.
They’re waiting, or they don’t
get financing or ever devel-
oped. They have supply chain
issues, workforce issues, right?
There’s a cost to all of that.”

CWLP didn’t participate in
the recent MISO auction, al-
though it could have. The util-
ity shut down several coal-fired
generators over the past five
years but continues to operate
one coal-fired power plant on
the southeast side of Spring-
field. That plant will need to
shut down permanently at some
point in the next two decades
under state law.

“In the future, all the costs
are going to go up,” Sabin said.
“We do expect that capacity
auction prices will affect our
customers.”

That echoes what some state
officials expect as well. Sen.
Bill Cunningham, D-Chicago,
has worked on energy legis-
lation for years and said that
there is “nothing we can do”
to reduce prices for this sum-
mer as capacity auctions have
concluded, but he said lawmak-
ers should do what they can to
address the root causes of the
spike. “We think this is going to
be the new normal,” Cunning-
ham said.

Legislative moves

Negotiations over energy
reforms in Springfield have
included lawmakers, the gover-
nor’s office, and interest groups
including  environmentalists,
organized labor and business
associations. The process is
sparking heated debate.

Over the past week, a draft
of legislation began circulating

MCCD upcoming events

Glacial Park Team
Challenge

Saturday, May 31, 8 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m., North Branch,
Richmond.

Grab a friend or two for
this non-competitive biking,
paddling, and off-trail hiking
adventure. This recreational
triathlon starts at the North
Branch Conservation Area.
Teams pedal 14 miles, hike/
run five miles, and paddle
seven miles. Ages 14+.

Ice Cream Social of 1858
Sunday, June 1, Noon to 4

p.m., Powers-Walker House,

Glacial Park, Ringwood.

among lawmakers and advo-
cates, many of whom discussed
portions of the bill with Capitol
News Illinois.

“I don’t think, by any
stretch, you’ll see a bill the size
and scope that CEJA was, that
we passed four years ago —
certainly won’t see that,” Cun-
ningham, who was involved in
the negotiations, said.

Potential provisions deal
with incentives for renewable
power, energy efficiency reg-
ulations, nuclear power, data
centers and more.

Environmental groups
clashed with business and la-
bor this week over a provision
meant to lower the energy bur-
den brought by data centers.
That proposal would require
large energy consumers to
build their own energy genera-
tion through renewable sources
like wind or solar power or pay
the state to do so.

The pitch sparked fierce
pushback from business and
labor groups, which sent a
collective letter to Pritzker,
urging him to oppose the spe-
cific provision. The letter was
co-signed by groups including
the AFL-CIO, Climate Jobs II-
linois, Illinois Manufacturers’
Association and Constellation
Energy—the last of which op-
erates all the state’s commercial
nuclear power plants.

The proposal is being
pushed by environmentalists,
who say they want more ac-
countability from data centers
and other large consumers.

“We cannot allow these
power-hungry facilities to drive
up costs for consumers who are
already struggling to pay their
bills,” Gina Ramirez, direc-
tor of Midwest environmental
health at the National Resourc-
es Defense Council, said at a
May 21 rally.

Other issues are less contro-
versial, largely because they’ve
been negotiated for months.

Cunningham, a prominent
player in the passage of CEJA,
has his own proposal in the
current draft: incentives for the
energy storage industry. The
current draft of that provision
closely parallels recommenda-
tions made by the Illinois Com-
merce Commission. That agen-
cy was directed by a bill passed
earlier this year to study how to
handle energy storage projects.
While legislative Republicans
have largely been shut out of
negotiations over the bill, some
of their ideas are being consid-
ered.

Sen. Sue Rezin, R-Morris,
put out a pitch to ease the pres-
sure on electric demand earlier
this year by expanding nuclear
energy. She was the architect of
a bill two years ago that eased
the state’s moratorium on new
nuclear power plants, lifting it
for next-generation, small gen-
erators.

This year, Rezin introduced
a bill that would eliminate the

Take a break from your
hectic modern life and en-
joy the simple pleasures of
an old-fashioned ice cream
social. Enjoy delicious ice
cream, play old-time games,
and chat with your neighbors
while visiting the historic
Powers-Walker house in the
summertime. All ages drop-in
special event with no registra-
tion required.

First Friday Concert:
Jaik Willis
Friday, June 6, 7-8:30 p.m.,
Lost Valley Visitor Center,
Glacial Park, Ringwood.
Enjoy an evening of music

remaining state restrictions on
new nuclear power plants. Lan-
guage similar to Rezin’s was
included in draft legislation cir-
culated this week.

Rezin, who leads several en-
ergy-related groups of lawmak-
ers as part of her involvement
at the National Conference
of State Legislatures, said all
states are facing similar issues
around electricity.

“All energy buildout will
take years because of the reg-
ulatory process,” Rezin said.
“That’s why it’s important now.
The state of Illinois needs to
send positive messages to com-
panies that are looking to invest
in technology — whether it’s
nuclear or any other kind of en-
ergy producing plant — that we
are open for business.”

The feds’ ‘big,
beautiful bill’

Republicans in the U.S.
House of Representatives on
May 22 passed a bill containing
many domestic policy priorities
of President Donald Trump that
many fear could upend state en-
ergy policy.

The bill contains provisions
rolling back several clean ener-
gy tax incentives. Several key
solar company stock prices fell
sharply May 22 in response,
including NextEra Energy,
FirstSolar and Enphase Energy
among others.

The solar industry has been

a key part of Illinois’ renewable
energy plans and efforts to re-
duce carbon emissions. Lesley
McCain, the head of the Illinois
Solar Energy & Storage Asso-
ciation, said that the bill could
“cause solar energy companies
of all sizes to cancel projects,
and many will be forced to shut
their doors.”
Environmentalists were quick
to criticize the federal bill,
which still requires negotiation
and an eventual vote in the U.S.
Senate before it can become
law.

“It strips funding for cli-
mate programs, guts clean en-
ergy manufacturing, kills good
union jobs, drives energy prices
up, and abandons farmers and
small business owners,” Wall-
ing said in a statement.

Illinois Republicans, mean-
while, expressed optimism that
some of the bill’s provisions
could help the fossil fuel sector
in the state.

“If the federal government is
going to help us to, you know,
power up coal, power up gas—
we want all energy,” Illinois
House Minority Leader Tony
McCombie, R-Savanna, said at
a news conference. “We want
solar, we want wind, we want
nuke, we want coal. We want
all of it.”

Rep. Ryan Spain, R-Peo-
ria, noted that the federal bill
should not “be used as an ex-
cuse to rush forward” on the
energy legislation under con-
sideration in Springfield.

and nature on the first Friday
of each month this summer.
Our June concert features
Jaik Willis, a strumming and
drumming one-man band.
Jaik has performed 300 shows
in a year and has appeared at
festivals such as Bonnaroo,
Summer Camp Music Fest,
Dunegrass, and the Chicago
Bluegrass and Blues Fests.
All ages event.

Explore: Birds
Saturday, June 7, 10-1:30
p-m., Winding Creek, Hebron.
Join this fun filled hike at

See EVENTS, Page 3



In recognition of Military
Appreciation Month, the City
of North Chicago is proud to
host the Second Annual North
Shore Veteran’s Benefit Fair
on Thursday, May 29, 2025,
from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the
Greenbelt Cultural Center,
1215 Green Bay Road, North
Chicago, IL.

This impactful event brings
together a network of feder-
al, state, and local organiza-

tions—including the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
(VA), HUD-VASH, the Lake
County Veterans Assistance
Commission, Senator Adriane
Johnson, and the College of
Lake County—to connect ser-
vicemembers, veterans, mili-
tary spouses, and dependents
with the benefits they have
earned.

“There are a tremendous
number of benefits available
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North Chicago hosts second annual North
Shore Veteran’s Benefit Fair May 29

to those who have served, but
navigating them can be over-
whelming,” said North Chica-
go Mayor Leon Rockingham,
Jr. “The brave individuals that
raise their hand to serve our
country give us their best. It is
our duty to give our best back
in return.”

Participants will have the
opportunity to meet one-on-
one with experts to receive
information and assistance

on housing, healthcare, ed-
ucation, employment, free
chair massages and more. The
fair is open to all active duty,
retired, and former service
members as well as their fam-
ilies.

For more information,
please contact City of North
Chicago Communications and
Outreach Coordinator Hom-
bre Darby at 847-596-8640 or
hdarby @northchicago.org.
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Donation drive deemed a success

From April 15-30, ‘A Safe Place’ partnered with the Lake County Clerk’s Office for a donation drive. Donation
boxes were stationed at multiple locations and the response from the community was overwhelming. A Safe
Place provides shelter, support and safety to survivors of domestic violence and human trafficking in Lake
County. For more information about the organization or where you can donate, visit asafeplaceforhelp.org.
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Lake County Jail
construction underway

The Lake County Jail,
in coordination with Lake
County Facilities, is upgrad-
ing an area of the jail des-
ignated for individuals at
risk of self-harm, commonly
referred to as “safety cells.”
These specialized rooms are
equipped with soft, rubber-
ized walls designed to pre-
vent inmates from injuring
themselves.

Over time, the material in
the original safety cells has
deteriorated, limiting their
effectiveness and use. Con-
struction began at the end of
May to rebuild these rooms
using high-quality, durable
materials. The project is ex-
pected to be completed by late
June or early July.

During construction, there
may be occasional odors no-
ticeable to correctional staff

and inmates. Several mitiga-
tion steps are being imple-
mented to reduce the impact,
including:
* A full height, plywood wall
has been erected around the
entire work area
* An additional layer of plas-
tic sheeting has been affixed
to the interior of the plywood
walls
* A negative air machine will
be used to extract air from the
work areas and will be routed
directly to isolated exhaust
ducts discharging directly to
outside air
* No chemical discharge will
emanate beyond the isolated
work areas

This project aligns with
the Lake County Sheriff’s
Office’s ongoing efforts to en-
hance jail safety and modern-
ize the facility.

o E Ven ts (Continued from page 2)

Winding Creek Conserva-
tion Area. Search for birds
and other wildlife as we hike
through woodland, prairie
and wetlands along the trail.
Binoculars are provided for
a closer look at the birds we
encounter along the way, but
you are welcome to bring
your own if you wish. Ages
5+.

Hooked on Fishing
Saturday, June 4, 9 a.m. to
noon at The Hollows, Cary.
Sunday, June 15, 9 am. to
noon, Rush Creek, Harvard.
Bring the whole family for
a day of fishing fun, prizes
and more at this event fea-
turing the grand reopening of
Lake Atwood at The Hollows!
Bring your gear or borrow
ours. A fishing license is not

required for this event. June
13-16 are free fishing days in
the state of Illinois. All ages.

For more information or to
sign up for programs please
visit the McHenry County
Conservation District website
at MCCDistrict.org.

MCCD Conservation Director named
to statewide conservation effort

Governor J.B. Pritzker has appointed Elizabeth S.
Kessler, Executive Director of the McHenry County
Conservation District, to the Illinois Legacy Tree Program
Task Force. The Task Force, created under Public Act 103-
0863, is charged with developing recommendations for a
statewide legacy tree recognition program to promote the
identification, awareness, commemoration, and preservation
of significant trees throughout Illinois.

Kessler is a recognized leader at local, state and national
levels, and brings extensive experience in conservation,
parks and public engagement. She serves as Chair of the
Chicago Wilderness Alliance, Chair of Naturally McHenry
County, past President of the National Recreation and Park
Association, past Chair of the Illinois Park and Recreation
Association and is President-Elect of the American
Academy for Park and Recreation Administration. In 2023,
she was awarded the prestigious Pugsley Medal—one of
the highest honors in the field of parks and conservation—
presented by the American Academy for Park and
Recreation Administration in association with the National
Park Foundation and with supporting sponsorship of The
Davey Tree Expert Company. Kessler was selected to serve
on the Task Force representing the Illinois Association of
Park Districts—a statewide organization encompassing
park districts, forest preserves, conservation and special
recreation districts as well as municipal agencies.

“The legacy of Illinois’ trees, especially our native oaks,
is vital to the health and heritage of our communities,” said
Kessler. “Special districts including park districts and forest
preserve and conservation districts are essential partners
in safeguarding these ecological treasures, ensuring clean
air, diverse wildlife habitat and climate resilience for future
generations.”

McHenry County has lost a significant portion of
its mature oak ecosystems, with less than 13% of large
blocks of mature oaks remaining. The McHenry County
Conservation District has conducted an extensive Oak
Ecosystem Recovery Study which was replicated across
the Chicago Wilderness Alliance region, underscoring the
urgent need to protect remaining stands. Trees not only
provide critical wildlife habitat, they also play a vital role
in mitigating climate change through carbon storage, air
purification, and water filtration.

The 19-member Legacy Tree Program Task Force
will meet quarterly and is tasked with submitting a
comprehensive report to the Illinois General Assembly by
June 30, 2028. The effort reflects the state’s commitment to
preserving Illinois’ natural heritage and empowering local
communities to recognize and protect significant trees as
living landmarks of ecological and cultural importance.

Arrest made In May 22 armed robbery

Lake County Sheriff’s detectives in-
vestigated several leads in connection
with a recent armed robbery and iden-
tified the suspect as Shane L. Lones,
41, of the 1800 block of Jethro Avenue,
Zion. Lones was arrested May 23.

Following the robbery, sheriff’s de-
tectives reviewed area surveillance foot-
age, which showed Lones entering a
vehicle. Utilizing Flock cameras in the
area, detectives obtained additional in-
formation about the vehicle, including
its license plate.

On Friday afternoon, Zion Police Of-
ficers located Lones in a vehicle near his
residence and took him into custody.

Sherift’s detectives obtained and ex-
ecuted search warrants for Lones’ vehi-
cle and apartment. During the searches,
they recovered the clothing Lones wore
during the armed robbery in Beach Park.

After reviewing the facts and circum-
stances of the case, the Lake County
State’s Attorney’s Office approved one
count of Armed Robbery (Class X Fel-

ony) against Lones.

The State’s Attor-
ney’s Office filed a pe-
tition to detain Lones
while awaiting trial.
On Saturday, May 24,
a judge ordered Lones
to be held pending a
detention hearingwas
scheduled for May 27.

The Lake County
Sherift’s Office thanks the Zion Police
Department for their assistance, as well
as members of the community who pro-
vided tips.

Shane Lones

Original: Sheriff’'s Department
investigating armed robbery

Lake County Sheriff’s Detectives are
investigating an armed robbery that oc-
curred in Beach Park.

On May 22, at approximately 7:35
p-m., Lake County Sheriff’s Deputies
responded to a fast-food restaurant in
the 38900 block of North Lewis Road,

Beach Park, for an armed robbery. Sher-
iff’s deputies arrived and spoke to the
two victim employees of the restaurant,
who were both uninjured.

A preliminary investigation shows a
light-skinned man, possibly in his late
20s to mid-30s entered the store wearing
a black hooded sweatshirt, black pants,
black shoes, and a surgical mask to cover
his face. While in the store, he produced
a knife and demanded money. After
stealing money from the cash register, he
fled on foot.

A sheriff’s canine responded and
conducted a track, which ended nearby,
in a parking lot to the east of the restau-
rant, indicating the man likely entered a
vehicle.

Sheriff’s detectives continue to inves-
tigate. Anyone with any information is
encouraged to make a tip to sheriff’s de-
tectives at www.lakecountyil.gov/sher-
iff or Lake County CrimeStoppers at
http://www.lakecountycrimestoppers.
org/
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Though December is a
distant flip of the calendar
away, the folks who put to-
gether the Jeeps on the Run
Toys for Tots Run already
are excited about the 2025
event.

A major key to the ear-
ly buzz is having in hand
months sooner than usual
the event’s big Jeep raffle
prize. Awarded to the lucky
ticketholder at the Dec. 7
event this year will be a
brand new, 2025 Jeep Gladi-
ator Sport valued at $46,375,
said Mike Missak, president
and founder of Jeeps on the
Run, or JOTR.

The nonprofit has donat-
ed more than $2 million to
Toys for Tots and other local
charitable organizations —
including animal shelters,

since its 2012 inception, he
added.

The $20 Jeep raffle tick-
ets, only 3,000 of which will
be sold, will be available
soon at jeepsontherun.com.
Those interested should
keep an eye on the Jeeps on
the Run Facebook page for

the latest news and updates

Available right now is the
chance to come and view
the Army green, Nighthawk
edition Jeep located at Ray
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram,
23 Route 12, Fox Lake. It is
the sixth new Jeep that deal-
ership owner Ray Scarpelli
Jr. has donated to Jeeps on
the Run. This enables the
nonprofit to put 100 percent
of the ticket sales toward the
holiday season U.S. Marines
Toys for Tots campaigns of
Lake and McHenry counties.

“Ray Chrysler Dodge
Jeep Ram has donated close
to $300,000 to Jeeps on the
Run in the form of Jeeps
and other generous support,”
Missak said. “They are com-
mitted to our group 365 days
a year — and to the commu-
nity in general.”

Missak quickly noted
that the JOTR Toys for Tots
Run’s success relies not only
on the generous partnership
the nonprofit has forged with
Ray CDIJR, but also with all
of JOTR’s sponsors as well,
of course, as the Toys for
Tots Run and after-party par-
ticipants. These folks have
in recent years supplied so
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VETERAN'S TRUCK LINE INC.
in Burlington, Wis. is now
accepting applications for:

TRUCK
DRIVERS

CALL NOW:
(262) 539-4460 ascforbon ,

Go to www.vetstruck.com for applications. 3
* ok k ok k ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok Kk k&

* Drive newer equipment
* Paid vacations/holidays
* Paid life/disability

* Must have Class A CDL and
pass medical/drug screen

*******************
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Ray Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram donated '25
Jeep Gladiator for Jeeps on the Run raffle

many toys and treasure that
it takes more than two semi-
tractor-trailers to contain
them.

“Thousands of families
from McHenry and Lake
counties benefit,” he said.
“We could not do this with-
out the folks who show up
each year with their creative-
ly decorated Jeeps — some
with a few toys, some with a
trailer load of them, and all
very deeply appreciated.”

Missak also noted that
Jeep ownership is not re-
quired for after-party partic-
ipation. This year’s run once
again will start at Ray CDJR
and end up at the Lincoln-
shire Marriott Resort, where
Santa, live music, food, fam-
ily activities and more will
await — not to mention the
drawing to determine the
winner of the Jeep Gladiator.

“It’s a special color called
41, which refers to 1941, the
year Jeeps started being mass
produced for military use,”
Missak said. “It comes with
upgraded tires and wheels,
rock rails and other enhanced
off-roading  capabilities.”
Scarpelli said it his pleasure
to support Jeeps on the Run.

CYNTHIA WOLF PHOTO Hi-Liter/MCH

Mike Missak of Jeeps on the Run shows off this year’s Toys for Tots Run Jeep raffle
selection — a new Jeep Gladiator. The Jeep is donated by Ray Chrysler Dodge Jeeg
Ram, so all ticket sales benefit Toys for Tots. Tickets will be available soon at jeepson-

therun.com.

“Seeing the Toys for Tots
Run take off in terms of
awareness, participation and
the sheer number of toys and
dollars it generates for such
a great cause has been really
rewarding,” he said. “Jeeps on
the Run is a great group, and

I’m happy to do what I can to
help them continue to shine in
their charitable endeavors.”
Those interested in partic-
ipating in the 2025 Toys for
Tots Run ($30 per Jeep) and/
or after-party ($5 per indi-
vidual) should also keep an

eye on jeepsontherun.com
and the group’s Facebook
page. Both will provide no-
tification on when registra-
tion opens and tickets will
be available on the website,
typically in late August or
early September.

Lake County Sheriff’s SIG seizes
record amount of drugs in 2024

The Lake County Sheriff’s
Office Special Investigations
Group (SIG), a High Intensity
Drug Trafficking Area (HID-
TA) funded task force, achieved
a record-breaking year in 2024.

SIG opened 156 criminal in-
vestigations, leading to the ar-
rest of 80 drug traffickers, gun
traffickers, and human traffick-
ers. The team and their federal
partners seized more than $24
million street value worth of
trafficked drugs, over 130 il-
legally possessed firearms,
and 58 machine gun conversion
devices—many of which were
in the possession of convicted
felons.

“The work done by SIG in
2024 is nothing short of ex-
traordinary,” said Sheriff John
D. Idleburg. “These results
represent safer communities,
disrupted criminal enterprises,
and lives saved. I am so proud
of the partnerships we have
with both our federal and lo-

cal law enforcement partners.
These relationships truly make
our community safer, and I
could not be any prouder of the
work done by those assigned to
SIG.”

SIG is the only HID-
TA-funded initiative in Lake
County, and it is led by the
Lake County Sheriff’s Office.
“Because of the strong part-
nership we have with Chicago
HIDTA, these types of investi-
gations and seizures are possi-
ble,” added Sheriff Idleburg.

The task force is made up
of local and federal law en-
forcement investigators who
collaborate to dismantle drug
trafficking organizations, mon-
ey laundering operations, and
criminal enterprises.

2024 Drug Seizure
Highlights

¢ 173+ pounds of methamphet-
amine

* 34+ pounds of powder co-

caine
* 950+ grams of heroin
* 300+ grams of crack cocaine
e 480+ grams of psilocybin
mushrooms
* 100+ pounds of illegally traf-
ficked cannabis

Most of these drug seizures
took place in Lake County,
while some occurred in sur-
rounding collar counties in an-
ticipation that the drugs would
be distributed in Lake County.

For nearly a decade SIG has
played a vital role in combat-
ing human trafficking. Work-
ing alongside local and federal
partners, SIG is committed to
identifying traffickers, rescuing
victims, and supporting survi-
vors on their path to recovery.

In 2024 alone, SIG rescued
11  human trafficking vic-
tims and connected them with
vital support services through
partnerships with local social
service providers. As a found-
ing member of the Lake Coun-
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Daisy Paws, a lab/heeler/shepherd mix is
about 3 years old. She is spayed, up-to-date on
shots (incl. rabies vaccination), tested negative
for heartworm and on preventative and micro-
chipped. While walk-ins are welcome, adoptions
are by appointments only to ensure we have the
staff available to help adopters. For information
and/or to complete an online application, please
visit www.saveapetil.org/adopt.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Hi-Liter/MCN

Pet of the week

ty Coalition Against Human
Trafficking, SIG continues to
lead efforts that combine en-
forcement with compassionate
care.

Beyond investigations, SIG
is equally committed to pre-
vention and education. In 2024,
SIG delivered numerous pre-
sentations across Lake County
to raise awareness about the
warning signs of human traf-
ficking. Members also provid-
ed training for school staff, stu-
dents, community groups, and
neighborhood organizations on
both human trafficking and cur-
rent drug trends.

These efforts have led to sig-
nificant success, with traffick-
ers prosecuted and convicted at
both the state and federal levels.

Participating SIG
Agencies
* Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration (DEA)
* Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI)
* Homeland Security Investiga-
tions (HSI)
¢ Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives (ATF)
* Naval Criminal Investigative
Service (NCIS)
¢ Highland Park Police Depart-
ment
* Lake County Sheriff’s Office
* Park City Police Department
* Round Lake Police Depart-
ment
* Round Lake Beach Police De-
partment
* Round Lake Park Police De-
partment
* Wauconda Police Department
* Waukegan Police Department
* Winthrop Harbor Police De-
partment
e Zion Police Department

The Chicago HIDTA pro-
gram is an Office of National
Drug Control Policy (OND-
CP) sponsored counterdrug
grant program that coordi-
nates and provides funding
resources to multiagency
drug enforcement task forces
to disrupt or dismantle local,
multi-state, and internation-
al drug trafficking organiza-
tions.
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2024 GMC SIERRA 1500 AT4'

Patrick Lynch Jim Olsson Isaac Thiel Graham Robson
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*Prices do not include tax, title, license and service fee. Dealership is not responsible for printing errors. Please see dealership for details. Sale ends 6/3/2025.

Bryan Wangnoss Bob Christensen Nick Kramer Bob Labadie Jeff Mucks Tyler Swanson Khara Kosinski Alfredo Morales Donna Janz
2300 Browns Lake Drive
Burlington, WI I]‘IEH 180
—
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Teacher arrested for sending child porn

Lake County Sheriff’s
Detectives arrested a Gurnee
area teacher for disseminat-
ing child pornography.

Lake County Sheriff’s De-
tectives received a tip from
a social me-
dia company
that one of
their  users
may  have
shared child
pornography
to  another
user of their
platform.
Sheriff’s
detectives began an inves-
tigation and based on their
investigation, determined
the likely source was coming
from a residence in the 300
block of Buckingham Drive,
Grayslake.

Sheriff’s detectives ob-
tained a search warrant for the
residence and conducted that
search warrant today with the
[llinois Attorney General’s
Office. During their search,
detectives recovered the de-
vice likely used to share child
pornography by the offender,
Todd R. Fowler, 47, of the
above Grayslake residence.

Further investigation re-
vealed Fowler is a teacher
at  Woodland Elementary
School in Gurnee. Based on
the investigation sheriff’s de-
tectives believe, in addition
to possessing and disseminat-
ing child pornography, that
Fowler took photos posted to
social media by area students
and their parents and shared
them with pedophiles from
across the country.

Sheriff John D. Idleburg
said, “This is a despicable
crime—especially when
committed by someone en-
trusted to be a positive in-
fluence on our youth. The
actions of one individual
do not reflect the thousands
of hardworking, dedicated
teachers and educators in our
community. With that, this is
a reminder that it is critically
important for parents to mon-
itor who their children are
communicating with and to
regularly remind them about
the dangers of social media
and the internet.”

A forensic examination
of electronics is underway.
The Lake County State’s At-
torney’s Office approved the
charges of: Disseminating
Child Pornography and Pos-
session of Child Pornogra-
phy.

Additional charges are
possible, pending the final re-
sults of the electronic foren-
sic examination.

The Lake County State’s
Attorney’s Office intends to
file a petition to detain Fowl-
er while he awaits trial.

The Woodland School
District has been cooperative
and collaborative during the
entirety of this investigation.
The sheriff’s office asks that
you speak to your children
to see if they have commu-
nicated with Fowler or be-
lieve they may be a victim of
Fowler. If so, please contact
sheriff’s detectives at 847-
377-4000.

The Lake County Sheriff’s
Office thanks Kenosha Police
Department for the assistance
of their Electronic Detection
KO Iris, at the scene.

Todd R.
Fowler

Update: Prosecutors
successfully argue to
detain man charged
with possessing and
disseminating child
pornography

On May 16, a Lake County
Judge granted the State’s peti-

tion to detain Todd Fowler.

After the detention hear-
ing, Lake County State’s
Attorney Eric Rinehart stat-
ed, “Thank you to the Lake
County Sheriff’s Office and
the Lake County State’s At-
torney’s Cyber Division for
their fantastic investigation
that led to the capture of this
offender, who was charged
with multiple counts of child
pornography, and was de-
tained without the ability to
post cash bail. This is what
bail reform looks like — a
community that does not al-
low dangerous offenders ac-
cess to children because they
have cash. The community
deserves real conversations
about our justice system that
is not polluted with constant
misinformation. Bail reform
is protecting children.”

Willliams sentenced to
thirteen years for armed
robbery

The McHenry
ty State’s o
Attorney’s
Office  an-
nounced
that on May
1, Christo-
pher Wil-
liams, 22, of
Round Lake
Beach, was
sentenced
to thirteen years in the Illi-
nois Department of Correc-
tions after entering a plea of
guilty to one count of Armed
Robbery. The sentence was
handed down by the Hon-
orable Judge Mark Gerhardt
after Williams entered a ne-
gotiated plea of guilty to the
charge.

On July 23, 2023, dep-
uties from the McHenry
County Sheriff’s Office were
dispatched to 3410 Thomp-
son Rd in Wonder Lake, for
a report of an armed rob-
bery. Upon arrival, officers
learned that a minor victim
had been robbed at gunpoint
while in the back of a silver
Porsche Cayenne. The vehi-
cle was eventually located,
and a traffic stop was effec-
tuated. Williams was iden-
tified to be one of the pas-
sengers inside. A show-up
- where the victim was asked
to identify his assailant - was
conducted and Williams was
determined to be the individ-
ual who struck the victim in
the face with a blue gun and
demanded his money.

McHenry County State’s
Attorney Randi Freese com-
mends the victim for his
courage in reporting the of-
fense and for his assistance
in identifying Williams as
the perpetrator. Freese also
thanks the deputies involved
from the McHenry Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office for their
immediate and collaborative
actions which resulted in the
swift apprehension of Wil-
liams.

This case was successful-
ly prosecuted by Assistant
State’s Attorney Andrew
Fisk.

Coun-

Christopher
Williams

Man sentenced for
predatory criminal
sexual assault and
aggravated criminal
sexual abuse of a child
The McHenry County
State’s Attorney’s Office an-
nounces that on May 9, Jason
Kupsik, 27, of Woodstock, was
sentenced to nine years in the
Illinois Department of Correc-
tions on one count of Predato-
ry Criminal Sexual Assault, a
class X felony, and seven years
in the Illinois Department of

Correction on
one count of
Aggravated
Criminal Sex-
ual Abuse, a
class 2 felony,
after entering
into a plea
agreement be-
fore the Hon-
orable Judge
Tiffany Davis.

In November of 2023, the
Woodstock Police Department
began investigating a report
of sexual assault of a child.
Between January 1, 2023, and
November 5, 2023, Kupsik
committed acts of sexual pen-
etration and sexual conduct
against a female minor child
during a time in which the child
was under 13 years of age and
at a time when Kupsik resided
with the minor child.

Truth-in-Sentencing will re-
quire that Kupsik serve a min-
imum of 85 percent of his sen-
tence on the Predatory Criminal
Sexual Assault charge prior to
being released from the custody
of IDOC. The defendant will be
required to serve the sentences
on both charges consecutively.
Upon release, Kupsik will be
placed on Mandatory Super-
vised Release for a period of
between three years to life for
the Predatory Criminal Sexual
Assault charge and will be re-
quired to register as a sexual
predator for the rest of his natu-
ral life.

State’s Attorney Randi Fre-
ese commends the young child
for having the courage to come
forward to report this abuse and
for the swift response by Detec-
tives David Sharp and Matthew
Prentice of the Woodstock Po-
lice Department to investigate.
Freese recognizes the Child
Advocacy Center of McHenry
County as well as the medical
staff at Northwestern Medicine
Hospital for their work on this
case and their continued ded-
ication to child victims. This
case was successfully prosecut-
ed by Deputy Criminal Chief
Margaret O’Brien.

Jason Kupsik

Serious ATV crash
involving three people
under investigation

Lake County Sherift’s Dep-
uties are investigating a seri-
ous crash that occurred when
an ATV carrying three people
— including two children —
struck a tree.

On May 19, at approxi-
mately 5:35 p.m., Lake County
Sheriff’s Deputies responded
to the 27000 block of Chris
Larkin Road, Ingleside, for a
crash with injuries, involving
an ATV.

A preliminary investiga-
tion shows the ATV, a 2021
Can-Am Outlander G2, was
driven by a 25-year-old wom-
an from Lubbock, Texas. An
11-year-old boy and a 7-year-
old boy were also riding on the
ATV. While driving in circles
in the yard, the operator lost
control and crashed into a tree,
causing the ATV to roll on top
of the two children. Several by-
standers quickly responded and
freed the children from beneath
the vehicle. The operator was
knocked unconscious and sus-
tained serious head trauma in
the crash.

The children sustained mi-
nor injuries and were trans-
ported to an area hospital for
evaluation. The operator of
the ATV sustained critical in-
juries and was transported to
an area hospital, due to her
injuries.

The crash remains under in-
vestigation by the Lake County
Sherift’s Office.

Chiluk sentenced for
aggravated criminal
sexual abuse

The McHenry County
State’s  Attorney’s Office
announces that on May 7,
Austin M.
Chiluk, 36,
of  Wonder
Lake, was
sentenced to
four years in
the Illinois
Department
of  Correc-
tions after  Austin M.
entering  a Chiluk
plea of guilty to one count
of Aggravated Criminal Sex-
ual Abuse, a Class 2 felony.
Upon release, Chiluk must
also register as a sex of-
fender for the remainder of
life. The sentence was hand-
ed down by the Honorable
Judge Justin Hansen after
Chiluk entered a negotiated
plea of guilty to the charge.

In September of 2024, a
teen disclosed to her mother
that she had been sexually
assaulted. They then report-
ed the abuse to the McHenry
County Sheriff’s Police De-
partment for investigation.
A victim-sensitive interview
was conducted at the Child
Advocacy Center, where the
victim further revealed spe-
cific details of the assault
and identified Chiluk as the
abuser.

McHenry County State’s
Attorney Randi Freese com-
mends the teen for her cour-
age to speak up and report
the abuse. “All citizens must
be protected from criminals,
but we must remain espe-
cially diligent in protecting
the most vulnerable mem-
bers of our county — the chil-
dren”, Freese stated. Freese
appreciates the thorough in-
vestigative efforts by those
involved from the McHen-
ry County Sheriff’s Police
Department, especially De-
tectives Cody Smith and
Vidal Garcia, and Sgt. Kyle
Mandernack, as well as the
trained staff at the Child Ad-
vocacy Center.

This case was successful-
ly prosecuted by Assistant
State’s Attorney Elizabeth
M. Vonau.

Multiple people injured
in three-vehicle crash

On Sunday, May 11, at 6:55
a.m., the McHenry County
Sheriff’s Office, Hebron-Al-
den-Greenwood Fire Pro-
tection District, Woodstock
Fire/Rescue District, Wonder
Lake Fire Protection District,
Harvard Fire Protection Dis-
trict and Mercyhealth MD-1
responded to a three-vehicle
crash on Illinois Route 47 and
Thayer Road in unincorporat-
ed McHenry County, near He-
bron.

Preliminary investigation
indicates that a 2024 Toyota
Tundra was traveling west-
bound on Thayer Road and
failed to yield prior to enter-
ing the intersection, hitting a
2021 Jeep Grand Cherokee
that was traveling northbound
on Illinois Route 47. The Jeep
was then struck by a south-
bound 2024 International
semi with trailer.

The 51-year-old male driv-
er of the Jeep, from Wood-
stock, was airlifted from the
scene to Advocate Condell
Medical Center in Liber-
tyville in serious condition.
The 51-year-old female pas-
senger of the Jeep, also from
Woodstock, was transported
to Northwestern Medicine
McHenry Hospital with mi-
nor injuries. The 32-year-old

male driver of the Toyota,
from Chicago, was transport-
ed to Northwestern Medicine
McHenry Hospital with minor
injuries. The 34-year-old driv-
er of the International, from
Streamwood, was not injured.
The investigation is ongo-
ing by the McHenry County
Sheriff’s Office Major Traffic
Crash Investigation Unit.

Jury convicts man of
second weapon offense
from 2022, after he
posted cash bail in
2019 for similar weapon
offense

On May 8, 2025, a jury trial
concluded in the Lake County
Courthouse
with  guilty
verdicts  on
all counts
related to a
2022 Wauke-
gan shooting.

Demon-
shea David-
son, 32, was
convicted of
one of one count of Armed
Habitual Criminal (Class X
felony).

The trial began on Monday,
May 5, and lasted four days.
The jury heard from State wit-
nesses, including law enforce-
ment officers and forensic ex-
perts.

Law enforcement officers
testified to responding to a re-
port of shots fired at a family
amusement center in Waukeg-
an. They collected numerous
pieces of evidence, including
spent shell casings and a sur-
veillance video that captured
the entire incident.

Through surveillance foot-
age, officers observed a man,
later identified as Davidson,
firing a gun in the parking lot,
in the direction of the family
amusement center. The vid-
eo also depicted him inside
the center shortly before the
shooting occurred.

Davidson was out on bond
at the time of this offense after
being charged with multiple
firearm offenses, including
Armed Habitual Criminal, in
December 2019 and posting
$25,000 cash. (Davidson was
convicted of these charges in
May 2023). This was prior to
the effective date of bail re-
form which now prevents in-
dividuals charged with firearm
offenses from using cash bail
to secure release. Such firearm
offenders are now detained in
the jail by order of court.

Davidson was taken into
custody by Waukegan Police
in January 2023, due to the
2022 shooting incident. Be-
cause the offense occurred
prior to bail reform, a judge
set Davidson’s bond at $1.5
million dollars. After the con-
viction at the first trial for the
December 2019 incident, the
Court revoked Davidson’s
ability to post bond.

After the verdict, Lake
County State’s Attorney Eric
Rinehart stated, “Our expe-
rienced prosecutors continue
to hold dangerous individuals
accountable. This defendant
continued to put our commu-
nity at risk, even after post-
ing $25,000 for a separate
incident in 2019. During this
2022 incident, he endangered
the parents and the children
who were present at the fam-
ily center that day. Thanks to
the great work of law enforce-
ment, we were able to secure
another conviction against a
violent individual who now
faces decades in the Illinois
Department of Corrections.”

Armed Habitual Criminal
carries a sentencing range of 6

Demonshea
Davidson

to 30 years in the Department
of Corrections. The sentence
for the charges stemming from
this incident can be served ei-
ther concurrently, resulting in
a total sentencing range of 6
to 30 years, or consecutively,
to his conviction in the De-
cember 2019 incident, which
could lead to a combined sen-
tencing range of 12 to 60 years
in prison.

Prosecutors have indicat-
ed that they intend to argue
that Davidson should serve
his sentences consecutively.
Davidson’s next court date
is scheduled for June 16, for
a status hearing on post-trial
motions.

Man found guilty of
attempted first degree
murder, aggravated
discharge of a firearm
and unlawful possession
of a weapon by a felon
after bench trial

The McHenry
State’s Attor-
ney’s Office
announces
that Juan A.
Colon, 29, of
Waukegan,
Illinois, was
found guilty
of  Attempt
First De-
gree Murder,
three counts of Aggravat-
ed Discharge of a Firearm,
and Unlawful Possession
of Weapon by Felon after a
bench trial before the Hon-
orable Judge Mark Gerhardt.
Colon faces a minimum of
26 years in the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections on
the Attempt Murder Charge,
which  Truth-in-Sentencing
will require to be served at
85%.

Evidence at trial showed
that on April 24, 2022, Colon
was the passenger of a vehi-
cle that initiated a roadway
dispute with the victim by
passing the victim’s vehicle
and throwing a Pellegrino
water bottle at his car. After
forcing the victim to a stop,
Colon exited and approached
the victim’s driver-side win-
dow with a loaded .25 caliber
semi-automatic firearm while
the victim was seated in the
driver’s seat. For their own
safety, the victim sprayed
pepper spray at Colon, at
which point, Colon fired his
gun at the victim, hitting the
edge of the b-pillar of the
driver-side doorframe. The
bullet was incredibly close
to striking the victim direct-
ly in the head. Colon then
fired two more times at the
victim before running to his
vehicle and fleeing the scene
with another individual. The
victim remained on scene to
meet with deputies from the
McHenry County Sheriff’s
Office and provide them with
his dashcam video, which
captured Colon approaching
the victim’s vehicle with the
loaded gun in his right hand.
The gun was subsequently
recovered buried behind a
residence in Island Lake.

Due to Colon’s extensive
criminal history out of Lake
County, Illinois, the McHen-
ry County State’s Attorney’s
Office petitioned for him to
be detained pretrial pursuant
to a discretionary no-bail pe-
tition - a mechanism through
which defendants could be
detained pretrial, without
bail, before the Safe-T Act
took effect. The petition was
granted by the Honorable
Judge Robert Wilbrandt on

See CRIME, Page 7
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June 1, 2022. Colon con-
tinues to remain in custo-
dy pending his sentencing
scheduled for July 9, 2025.

The case was successfully
prosecuted by Chief of Staff
Ashley Romito and Assis-
tant State’s Attorney Maria
Marek. The State’s Attor-
ney’s Office would like to
thank Victim Witness Coor-
dinator Polo Fabian for his
assistance on this case. The
State’s  Attorney’s  Office
would also commend Depu-
ty Keith Sosnowski and the
McHenry County Sheriff’s
Office for their thorough in-
vestigation.

Jones sentenced to six
years for possession
of a weapon by a felon
and possession of
methamphetamine

The McHenry County
State’s Attor-
ney’s Office
announces
that on May
12, Tyrone
D. Jones,
37, of Elgin,
[1linois, was
sentenced to
six years in
the Illinois
Department of Corrections
by the Honorable Judge Tif-
fany Davis after entering a
plea of guilty to one count
of Possession of a Weapon
by a Felon and one count of
Possession of Methamphet-
amine, both class 3 felonies.

The charges stem from
an incident that occurred on

Tyrone D.
Jones

May 4, 2024, in Harvard,
Illinois. On that date, offi-
cers with the Harvard Police
Department responded to an
address on Brown Street,
where a 911 caller report-
ed hearing gunshots. Upon
arrival, officers met with a
victim who had sustained a
non-life-threatening injury
and learned that there was
a man inside the residence
who had fired a handgun. As
responding officers worked
to set up a perimeter around
the residence, they observed
a man flee from the back of
the residence. After a foot
pursuit, the officers were
able to apprehend the man
and place him in custody
where he was subsequent-
ly identified to be Jones. A
search of his person located
a bag on him containing a
powdery substance, which
upon further testing by an
Illinois forensic crime lab,
tested positive for metham-
phetamine. Further investi-
gations on scene, including
the retracing of the path of
the foot pursuit, resulted in
the location of a revolver on
top of a shed nearby. At the
time of this offense, Jones
was a convicted felon, re-
stricting his right to possess
a firearm.

McHenry County State’s
Attorney  Randi  Freese
would like to highlight the
tremendous efforts by the
responding officers from the
Harvard Police Department
- Det. Oczus, Sgt. See, and
Officer Andrade - to bring
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this tense situation under
control, resulting in the ap-
prehension of Jones. Freese
also appreciates the work
done on this case by the Il-
linois State Police Forensic
Crime Lab of Rockford, Illi-
nois. Although the victim in
this case has unfortunately
passed away from causes un-
related to this incident, the
State’s Attorney’s Office is
pleased to have secured con-
victions for these offenses.

This case was successful-
ly prosecuted by Assistant
State’s Attorney Justin Neu-
bauer.

Two car fatal crash
under investigation
Lake County Sheriff’s
Deputies are investigating a
fatal Sunday morning crash
that occurred in Deer Park.
On May 18, at approx-
imately 10:20 a.m., Lake
County Sheriff’s Deputies re-
sponded to Lake Cook Road
and Ferndale Road, Deer
Park, for a traffic crash with
injuries. Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rived to find two vehicles with
major damage and two people
critically injured.
Apreliminary investigation
shows a 2025 Jeep Wrangler,
driven by 75-year-old man
of Deer Park, was eastbound
on Lake Cook Road and was
attempting to turn left onto
northbound Ferndale Road. A
1986 Alfa Romero, driven by
a 71-year-old man of Mount
Prospect, was traveling west-
bound on Lake Cook Road.
The driver of the Jeep in-

dicated they did not see the
Alfa Romero and began their
left turn in front of the Alfa
Romero. The Jeep and Alfa
Romero collided.

The driver of the Alfa
Romero was transported to a
local hospital in critical con-
dition but succumbed to his
injuries shortly after arriving
at the hospital. A passenger in
the Alfa Romero, a 63-year-
old woman of Mount Pros-
pect, was also transported to
an area hospital, where she
remains in serious, but stable
condition. The driver of the
Jeep sustained minor injuries
and is cooperating with the
investigation.

The Lake County Coro-
ner’s Office will conduct an
autopsy on the driver of the
Alfa Romero.

The crash remains under in-
vestigation by the Lake Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office Technical
Crash Investigations Team.

Fatal motorcycle crash
under investigation

A 19-year-old Marengo
man died following a single
motorcycle crash on County
Line Road, north of Harmo-
ny Road, near Marengo in
unincorporated ~ McHenry
County.

On Saturday, May 10, at
approximately 3:24 p.m.,
members of the McHen-
ry County Sheriff’s Office,
Boone County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, and the Marengo Fire
and Rescue District respond-
ed to a single motorcycle
crash on County Line Road

north of Harmony Road.

Preliminary investiga-
tion indicates that a 2018
Indian Scout was traveling
southbound on County Line
Road when the driver (the
sole occupant) lost control
of the motorcycle for un-
known reasons and failed to
navigate the curve. The mo-
torcycle exited the roadway
and the driver was ejected.
The driver was transported
to Northwestern Medicine
Huntley Hospital and later
pronounced deceased.

The investigation is ongo-
ing by the McHenry County
Sheriff’s Office Major Traf-
fic Crash Investigation Unit
and the McHenry County
Coroner’s Office.

Five-vehicle crash
under investigation

Multiple people were in-
jured following a crash in
unincorporated Huntley ear-
lier this month.

On Saturday, May 3, at
4:29 p.m., members of the
McHenry County Sheriff’s
Office, Lakewood Police
Department, Huntley Po-
lice Department, Huntley
Fire Protection District, Al-
gonquin Lake in the Hills
Fire Protection District, and
Woodstock Fire/Rescue Dis-
trict responded to a five-ve-
hicle crash near the intersec-
tion of Route 47 and Foster
Road involving injuries.

Preliminary investigation
indicates that a non-involved
vehicle was waiting to turn
left into a private driveway

in the southbound lane of
Route 47, north of Foster
Road. A 2024 Honda CR-V
and a 2016 Hyundai Veloster
were slowing or had stopped
behind the non-involved ve-
hicle. A 2017 Toyota Taco-
ma, traveling southbound on
Illinois Route 47, struck the
rear end of the Honda, which
caused the Honda to hit the
Hyundai. Due to the im-
pact, the Toyota entered the
northbound lane of Route
47 striking a 2020 Kia Niro
and hitting a 2015 Mitsubi-
shi Outlander head-on. Both
the Kia Niro and Mitsubishi
Outlander were traveling
in the northbound lane of
Route 47.

A 27-year-old Pingree
Grove woman, driving the
Mitsubishi, was transported
to Northwestern Medicine
Huntley Hospital with seri-
ous injuries. A 55-year-old
Pingree Grove woman, pas-
senger of the Mitsubishi, was
transported to Northwestern
Medicine Huntley Hospi-
tal and later transported to
Advocate Condell Medical
Center with life-threatening
injuries. A 35-year-old male
and 2-year-old male, the
driver and passenger in the
Toyota, were transported to
Advocate Sherman Hospital
in Elgin and later released.
Six other people were eval-
uated and released on scene.

The investigation is ongo-
ing and is being investigat-
ed by the McHenry County
Sheriff’s Office Major Traf-
fic Crash Investigation Unit.

I-LITER Classifieds

Automobiles

1999 SUBARU FORESTER
AWD S, project car. | hit a deer
on the right side and did not
deploy air bags. | have a re-
placement fender and hood. |
also purchased the remainder
of other components for the re-
pair. The engine is completely
rebuilt 2.5 LEJ25 with oversized
injectors, milled heads and block.
Aftermarket cam, Borla headers,
remote oil filter. The transmis-
sion is a completely rebuilt 4EAT,

TRANSPORTATION

with H-d Clutch packs and H-d
torque converter. Rim and tires
215/60R16 Blizzak WS70. $2K
OBO. Cobb Engeneering long
port cold air intake upon request
extra $$.262-325-8951.

Boats

1998 23° POWERPLAY With
Shorelander Roller  Trailer.
454/330 HP, Bravo 1 outdrive.
Under 100 hours. Great project
boat. $2,600. 773-370-7467.

JON BOAT WITH TRAILER 18
foot, 25 hp Yamaha F/S. $1,500.
Call 262-206-1725.

2003 ALUMACRAFT 175 TRO-
PHY W/ Trailer. 90 HP, 9.9HP &
equip. 815-389-2480.

1989 ARRIVA 21 ft 305 V8, good
interior, runs good, needs starter.
$1,500. 708-431-4955 Browns
Lake, WI

25 MAGNUM MARINE 1974
With trailer. Twin 350 Chevys,
restored and in great shape.
$25,000. Call 414-530-8300.

Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN
ADS cannot be credited or re-
funded after the ad has been
placed. Ads canceled before
deadline will be removed from
the paper as a service to our
customers, but no credit or
refund will be issued to your
account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This
publication does not knowingly
accept fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those asking
for money in advance.

Duplex

BURLINGTON 2BR UPPER
FLAT Air cond, off street park-
ing, walking distance from down-
town. Util. not included. No pets.
$1,100. mo + security. Serious in-
quiries only. Call 262-210-0846.

Burial Needs

7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva,
WI 53147. This is a private sale.
Contact Randy, the seller at

randy@slpublishers.com.

SALE

Kansasville
Garage Sales

25207 KICKAPOO DRIVE (Ea-
gle Lake Terrace) May 30, Noon-
4. May 31, 9-4. June 1, 9-3. An-
tiques, tools, assorted books &
games, clothes for everyone,
snowblower, Christmas blow
molds, HH & more

Collectibles

SET OF WALKING LIBERTY
Half Dollars 1916-1947. $3,000.
Firm. Price also includes 4 per-
fect MS70 Silver Eagles. Call
Bob Yopp 262-248-0192.

Wanted to Buy

ALL BEER-SODA-GAS-OIL
SIGNS All related items-TAP
HANDLES-BEER CANS. 262-
825-0932 Will Travel CASH PAID.

Motorcycles

2007 HONDA GOLD WING Per-
fect condition, black, new tires,
45K. $8,600 OBO. 262-458-7026.

OLD FISHING EQUIPMENT
Collector will pay cash for old
fishing equipment.
lures, etc.) Call Bill 262-448-

1126. Please leave a number.

(rods, reels,

WANTED: OLDER / VINTAGE
CAMPER Trailer/RV & Older
Golf Cart. Call or Text 262-903-
7522.

Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention

to make any such preference,

limitation or discrimination. Familial

status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-

PORTUNITY

Sports/Classic
Cars

1949 CHEVY STYLELINE DE-
LUXE 2 Door, New engine, New
tires, Clean interior. Runs Great!
$6,995. Elkhorn Text only (708)
785-2440.

1977 OLDSMOBILE CUTLAS
BROUGHAM Mint condition.
100K miles, $12,000. OBO. Call
262-379-4161.

2004 MONTE CARLO SS IN-
TIMIDATOR Mint condition,
49k miles, mechanically sound.
$18,000. OBO. 262-379-4161.

Trucks & Trailers

2000 CHEVROLET PICK UP 3/4
4X4 with snow plow. $1,400 OBO
608-290-6228.

Help Wanted

NORTHERN MIST LAWN
SPRINKLER is looking for some

new employees to join our team

for lawn sprinkler installation and
maintenance. Full time season-
al positions March - November,
requires physical outdoor work,
a good work ethic and a valid
driver’s license. Positions avail-
able now. (262) 539-3474 e-mail:
northernmist@tds.net
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-~ We want your news!

The Hi-Liter is looking to publish the news
of your lives in stories and photos. Are you
hosting an event? Send us a preview story.
Do you know someone who recently won
an award? Send us a photo along with the
Eﬁ pertinent information. Community events,
; school activities and family milestones are
all fair game and will be considered for print.

ITEMS MAY BE SENT TO

news@hi-liter.com

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND A PHONE
» NUMBER SO WE CAN CONTACT YOU IF NEEDED
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l MEMORIAL DAY
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v3 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip
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v5 FIRM 1-Sided No Flip
QUEEN SET STARTING @
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KING*1999

n v7 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip

‘ QUEEN SET STARTING @

) $ Twin 1399
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SAVEwrTo § SAVEUPTo ® SAVEUPTO || SAVEUPTO

$350.. §5450..]

v7 Set Purchase* v9 Set Purchase®

*On set purchase with factory select covers. Not applicable on previous purchases. One coupon per set purchase. See store for details. Offer ends 6-10-2025.

ver

M A T T R

*200.. §°250..

v3 Set Purchase® v5 Set Purchase®

BED

e CUSTOM
MATTRESSES

Twin XL Starting @ RVs, Campers, Boats

. $ 3 9 9 & So Much More!

B—— With Verlo Mattress

- purchase. Does not apply
‘:"'."‘*». P, L 'i'""""-‘?--“-"'"'"“Jllllrr.=.-u||m|||.‘J||:1|nJJnm:1:" to previous purchases. See
s store for details.

Great for watching TV or reading in bed
Reduces snoring & acid reflux effects
Alleviates lower back, knee & leg pain | Aids in circulation

BUY MORE SAVE MORE

Mattress Protectors | Pillows | Headboards

M1 30% OFF 3+ frems
= “OR-
"% 20% OFF 2 ltems

OMFO

-

LAKE GENEVA CRYSTAL LAKE McHENRY verlo.com LIFETIME

2462 Hwy 120 5150 North West Hwy 3710 West Elm St. 1-866-99-VERLO 0"4RA\~\‘é/

262.249.0420 815.455.2570 815.578.8375 (866-998-3756)

4718838
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