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Tulip Fest brings splash 0' Hollaml 10 area

Expecting late-April opening for fest featur/ng 1 mllllon blooms in more than 30 varletles

Cynthia Wolf
CONTRIBUTOR

Whether one strolls, strides,
rolls, dances or tiptoes through the
tulips, the shades of eye-popping
color all around will be sure to
delight at this spring’s Richardson
Farm Tulip Festival.

Exactly when the fifth annu-
al event will open at 909 English
Prairie Road, Spring Grove, is, as
always, up to Mother Nature, the
Richardsons said, noting their best
current guess is between Friday,
April 18, and Friday, April 25.

“We’re kind of right in line with
where we were last year, when
we opened April 20,” said George
Richardson, who operates the farm
along with his wife, Wendy, broth-
er, Robert, Robert’s wife, Carol,
George’s son, Ryan, and Ryan’s
wife, Kristen. “Those who visit
can expect an especially brilliant
array, with blocks of flowers more
densely packed.”

To stay up to date on the latest
farm news, visit the Richardson
Farm website at richardsonfarm.
com, click on the Richardson Tu-
lip Festival button and sign up for
the newsletter under the contact
tab. Or, check out the Richard-
son “World’s Largest” Corn Maze
Facebook page or follow richard-
sonadventurefarm on Instagram.

Those who do any or all of the
above will be among the first to be
alerted to the first day to take in
10 acres of tulips in more than 30
varieties — from Allison Bradley
(red) and Avignon (peach) to Zan-
tuyell (light orange) and Zantupur
(purplish pink). Daffodil fans also
will find flowers to fawn over, as

50,000 more of these predomi-
nantly yellow spring beauties have
been added to the roughly 1 mil-
lion anticipated tulip blooms.

“The colors are so magnificent,”
said Robert Richardson, who first
broached the idea of adding the tu-
lip festival to the Richardson Farm
lineup of events back in 2019. “It’s
so fun to look forward to.”

George Richardson added that
the yellow pomponettes are among
his favorites.

“They are absolutely gorgeous,”
he said. “They have double the pet-
als and a magnificent scent.”

Along with taking in the spring
blooms — which offer breathtak-
ing photo opportunities — visitors
can enjoy live music on weekends,
food trucks, lakeside picnic areas
and outdoor games like giant Jen-
ga, giant checkers and bag toss. A
spacious, well-stocked gift shop
will be open daily throughout
the festival, with a wine-tasting
bar featuring Prairie State Wines.
Modern restroom facilities are lo-
cated at the shop as well.

New at the gift shop this year
will be mimosas for sale in a com-
memorative glass to sip while
shopping, available on weekends,
Wendy Richardson said. She add-
ed that the same shop will feature
tulip bulbs in the fall that correlate
to the ones now emerging in the
fields.

“If visitors see a particular flow-
er that they love this spring, they
should make a note of the variety
so they can come buy some bulbs
in the fall,” she said.

During the fest, visitors can
expect to find lots of tulip-related
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Two friends pose in the photo frame located at the Richardson Farm Tulip Festival. This year’s fest,
the fifth annual, is expected to begin within seven days of April 18 at the farm, 909 English Prairie Road,

Spring Grove.

items in the gift shop, including
everything from leather key chains
and purses from Holland to potted,
tabletop tulips.

Once opened, the fest typically
lasts two to three weeks. Hours
are expanded this year, opening
one hour earlier, at 10 a.m., and
remaining open until 6:30 p.m.
The gift shop, too, will open ear-
lier, at 9:30 a.m., closing at 7 p.m.

Admission will be $16 per person,
all ages, Tuesdays through Fridays,
and $19 on Saturdays and Sundays
for those 13 and older. The cost for
those ages 4 through 12 on Satur-
days and Sundays is $16. Ages 3
and younger are admitted free.
The fest is pet-friendly; leashed,
well-behaved dogs are welcome.

All paying visitors receive one
free tulip with admission.

Richardson Farm also is home
to the “World’s Largest” Corn
Maze and Adventure Farm plus
Sunflower Fields in the fall, and a
cut-your-own Christmas Tree Farm
in the winter.

Professional, compensated pho-
tographers should view the Pho-
tography & Filming page at rich-
ardsonfarm.com before visiting.
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By Leonard Pini and Medill
[llinois News Bureau

Illinois has been at the
forefront of the data center
boom, but state lawmakers
are working to gauge and mit-
igate the impact these centers
have on climate and energy
consumption.

In the last two decades,
data centers have multiplied
due to increased demand for
cloud computing, information
storage and data processing.
However, data centers now
also serve Al and cryptocur-
rency mining, which puts new
digital coins into circulation
and enters transactions on the
blockchain.

Powering these data cen-
ters is costly, consuming large
amounts of water and energy.
The growth of this business
has prompted concerns about
the impact on the environ-
ment and the electricity grid,
including rising costs for
rate-paying consumers.

State Sen. Steve Stadel-
man, D-Rockford, chair of the
Senate Committee on Energy
and Public Utilities, has filed
legislation that aims to gather
data on the industry to deter-
mine the impact on energy
and water usage and prevent
them from putting too much
strain on Illinois’ power grids.
“As data centers continue to
multiply, they are putting an
incredible strain on the grid,”
he said. “And this legislation
is trying to ensure that resi-
dents are not bearing the rise
of this energy cost caused by
the booming of this industry.”

Under Stadelman’s Senate
Bill 2181, companies that op-
erate data centers in Illinois
would need to report their
annual water and energy con-
sumption to the Illinois Power
Agency beginning next spring
under threat of $10,000 fines
for non-compliance. The IPA
would then synthesize the
data into annual reports to an-
swer the question of whether
residential ratepayers in Illi-
nois are, in effect, subsidizing
data centers, along with the
environmental impacts of the
industry.

Across the U.S., utilities
and grid operators are wor-
ried by the increased demand
of electricity needed for data
centers, and some have pro-
posed delaying the closure of
fossil fuel plants to support
that demand, setting back en-
vironmental goals.

A January study by Fron-
tier Group, a coalition of en-
vironmental and consumer
groups, found at least 17 units
at seven fossil fuel plants have
seen their planned closures
delayed—or are at risk of be-
ing delayed—due in part to
increased demand from data
centers. Most of it is happen-
ing in Virginia, where “Data
Center Alley” is located, and
nearby Maryland and West
Virginia.

Stadelman cited similar
environmental concerns about
[llinois’ goals under the 2021
Climate and Equitable Jobs
Act (CEJA), which requires
the state to shift to 100 per-
cent clean energy by 2050.

tive solutions “to mitigate any
negative impacts of data cen-
ters on rate-paying custom-
ers.”

But SB 2181 has not yet
received a hearing—or any
co-sponsors—despite agree-
ment from fellow state Sen.
Laura Ellman, D-Naperville,
that data centers’ resource us-
age could become a problem
for Illinois.

“Illinois has a wealth of
power and water, but we
have to be good stewards of
that wealth,” said Ellman,
who chairs the Senate Envi-
ronment and Conservation
committee. “One fear I have
is that this increased demand
from data centers will de-
lay the closure of fossil fuel
plants, much like they did in

Virginia and Maryland.”
Trying to regulate the
business, though, could be

“somewhat tricky,” accord-
ing to Laurance Lewis, senior
advisor at Metro Edge Devel-
opment Partners, a Chicago
commercial real estate firm
focused on data center devel-
opment.

All data centers are not
the same, Lewis pointed out.
There are both “hyperscal-
ers” and “colocation” centers.
Hyperscaler data centers are
usually owned and operated
by one company, such as tech
giants like Google or Ama-
zon. Colocation centers, on
the other hand, rent out space
to smaller companies, which
could make it difficult to col-
lect data on resource usage.

“If you are a data center
landlord of a retail colocation
facility, you have multiple
tenants. Some of their energy
and water consumption may
not be metered precisely”
Lewis said, noting that poor-
ly crafted legislation could be
“unduly burdensome.”

An October study published
by the Center for Secure Wa-
ter at the University of Illinois
found that hyperscalers can
use up to 550,000 gallons of
water per day, while smaller
data centers can consume up to
18,000 gallons per day.

However, Lewis argued
that many critiques on water
consumption are “overblown,”
claiming the data center in-
dustry is “self-regulating” and
trying to find solutions, “such
as a closed-loop water system
that does not require millions
of gallons of water.”

Recently, the need for such
large expenditures of resourc-
es by U.S. data centers has
been called into question with
the emergence of new Chi-
nese Al large language model
“Deepseek,” which reported-
ly consumes less water and
power than Open Al and other
competitors.

Cushman and Wakefield,
a global real estate services
firm with a Chicago office,
assesses that Chicago’s metro
area currently hosts 1.2 giga-
watts of operational capacity,
with 169 megawatts under
construction and about 2.6
gigawatts already planned in
upcoming years.

Nevertheless, a compre-
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Lawmakers seek ways to prevent data
centers from straining lllinois” power grids

Rapid expansion of Al sparks worries over environmental goals, electricity rate spikes

hensive study to estimate
data centers’ impact on the
electricity grid is difficult to
find. The rapid boom of data
centers in recent years means
their impact is still up for in-
terpretation.

In the meantime, data
centers are multiplying. The
Chicago Tribune reported last
month that a new data center
in Minooka, 40 miles south-
west of Chicago, could be
opened by California-based
Equinix Inc. by 2034. The
new structure, the Tribune
reported, will need 3 million
gallons of water per day and
700 megawatts of power.

Weighing the economic
benefits

As in many other munic-
ipalities, local leaders and
residents are weighing the
economic benefits of the proj-
ect—including new jobs and
tax revenue—against possible
environmental tradeoffs. But
absent state action like the
data collection called for in
Stadelman’s bill, those envi-
ronmental factors are current-
ly difficult to quantify.

Andrew Chien, director
and founder of the Center
for Unstoppable Computing
at the University of Chicago,
believes that in the meantime,
“planning is always import-
ant.”

“In Virginia, for example,
they are building fossil fuel
generators alongside renew-
ables because they did not
have an adequate plan to sup-
port the demand of power data
centers required through re-
newable energy,” said Chien,
a professor at the University.
But he pointed out that Illinois
has a different mix of energy
sources than Virginia, owing
to the state’s 11 reactors at six
nuclear plants—the most of
any state—"“and ample wind
and solar resources.”

“I think the right way to
deal with this is to build ca-
pacity with those clean ener-
gy resources to be prepared
for the growth in data cen-
ters,” Chien said. “If we are
prepared, we would not only
attract jobs and investments.
We would also do so in a way
that does not increase carbon
emissions.”

On this note, Lewis agrees
with Chien: Illinois is differ-
ent from other states, as Illi-
nois’ energy market deregu-
lated nearly 30 years ago,
opening it up “to the entire
country to procure energy,”’
he said.

“Going back to fossil fu-
els is less likely to happen
in Illinois than in a regulated
state,” Lewis said. “There are
solar projects in DeKalb, for
example, some wind projects
and new technology coming
in the market like hydrogen
fuel cells and Dairy Renew-
able Natural Gas. There is a
general sense that fossil fuel
can only take us so far.”

While the coexistence
of technological innovation
amid the shift towards renew-
able energy has proved prob-
lematic in other parts of the

country, Illinois legislators
think it is still early enough to
tackle this issue.

Rep. Carol Ammons,
D-Urbana, chair of the House
Energy and Environment
committee, said it’s “critical”
for state policy to “achieve
this balance” allowing those
two sectors cohabitate.

“I think it is a false choice
to put our environment and
innovation against each other,
it should not have to conflict.”
she said. “We need to protect
our environment and ensure
that up-and-coming technol-
ogy develops sustainably. We
need to regulate the industry
to ensure technology does
not pollute our communities
while allowing new fields to
emerge and provide opportu-
nities.”

But environmental con-
cerns are not the only possible
pitfall for data centers. Anoth-
er concern is their impact on
energy customers, who could
see the cost of their rates spike
in upcoming years. Sarah
Moskowitz, executive direc-
tor of the Chicago-based con-
sumer advocacy group Citi-
zens Utility Board, said she
worries that Illinois’ energy
capacity may be monopolized
by data centers in the near fu-
ture.

“In Illinois, we have put
together solutions to ensure
adequate energy supply for
citizens through ratepayer sup-
port for nuclear power plants,”
Moskowitz said, referring to
fees approved by the General
Assembly in the last decade
that support the continued op-
erations of nuclear plants in
the northern half of the state
as a bridge to expanding more
renewable energy.

“Those supports do not ex-
pire for a couple of years, but
now is the time to start work-
ing on strategies to ensure that
the power generation that cit-
izens need is not all gobbled
up by these single, powerful
customers.”

Moskowitz warned that the
growth of data centers could
cause higher prices for energy
for consumers and cautioned
that “the entities that control
the information about data
centers are the entities that
benefit the most from inflating
demand projections.”

“Suppose those data com-
panies can outbid everyday
ratepayers for electricity gen-
eration,” she said. “In that
case, that is removed from the
overall markets and exacer-
bates real or perceived energy
supply shortages that drive up
market prices.”

Lake County appoints Gordon
to Metra Board of Directors

Gary Gordon has been
appointed
to represent
Lake County
on the Metra
Board of
Directors,
replacing
Melinda
Bush, who
resigned
from the Board in January.

A Lake County resident
for 22 years, finance
professional and regular
Metra commuter, Gordon
brings a wealth of skills
and experience and will
be a strong asset for the
Board. The Metra Board
of Directors is made up of
11 members representing
the six-county Chicago
metropolitan area.

Gordon has worked
the past seven years as
the Chief Financial and
Administrative Officer at
the Shedd Aquarium in

Chicago, which relies on the

Gary Gordon

ability of guests to navigate

the regional transportation
system. He previously
worked for Lake County,
first as the Director of
Management and Budget.
His professionalism,

attention to detail and
management style led him
to be the County’s first
Director of Finance and
Administrative Services, a
position he held from 2006
to 2018.

He also has a long
history of giving back
to communities. Among
his contributions were
serving as President of the
Lincolnshire Prairie View
School District Board of
Education, coaching the
Daniel Wright Junior High
School Science Olympiad
team and being a national
trainer for the Government
Finance Officers
Association, promoting
excellence in state and
local government financial
management.

“I am thrilled that the
board has unanimously
approved Gary’s
appointment to represent
Lake County in this
important role,” said
Sandy Hart, Lake County
Board Chair. “T am
confident that he will be
an outstanding advocate
for everyone in the region
who relies on public
transit in their daily lives.”

Ereqtive
Director
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At the January 21, 2025, Board of
Education meeting, Dr. Ryan Wollberg,
the current principal of Grass Lake
School, was appointed Dr. Newby’s
successor. Dr. Wollberg will officially

From left: Dr. Ryan Wollberg, Albus the Grass Lake School therapy dog, and
Dr. William Newby. Dr. Wollberg has been appointed Dr. Newby’s successor when
he retires after the 2025/26 school year.

New Superintendent appointed
at Grass Lake School District 36

After careful consideration, Dr.
William Newby has announced his
decision to retire as Superintendent of
Grass Lake School District 36 following
the 2025-2026 school year. Dr. Newby
has dedicated over 9 years of service
to District 36, leaving a lasting impact
on the school and community. He has
been a pillar of strength and vision for
the district, guiding it through numerous
challenges and spearheading significant
improvements. His leadership, vision,
and unwavering commitment to providing
the best educational experience for Grass
Lake School District 36 students will

36 forward.

take on the role of Superintendent
effective July 1, 2026, following Dr.
Newby’s retirement. Since joining Grass
Lake School in 2023, Dr. Wollberg has
demonstrated exceptional leadership, a
deep understanding of the district, and

a passion for education. His expertise

in school leadership, community
engagement, staff development,
curriculum design, and financial
management makes him an outstanding
choice to lead Grass Lake School District

Over the next year, Dr. Newby and
Dr. Wollberg will work closely to ensure
a seamless transition. There is great
confidence that under Dr. Wollberg’s
leadership, Grass Lake School District
36 will continue to thrive and uphold its
mission to nurture and empower students
to explore, achieve, and excel.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Hi-Liter/MCN

Supreme Court rules House
Republicans waited too
long to challenge maps

By Ben Szalinski
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Illinois House Republi-
cans waited too long to file a
lawsuit challenging legisla-
tive maps drawn in 2021, the
Illinois Supreme Court ruled
last week.

As a result, the Demo-
crat-majority court will not
hear the case.

House Republican Leader
Tony McCombie, R-Savan-
na, along with a group of
individual voters, asked the
court to reject the current
legislative map for its par-
tisan bias and lack of com-
pactness. House Republicans
wanted the court to appoint
a special master redraw the
districts.

They alleged the voting
district maps are not “com-
pact,” a requirement of the
state constitution, which has
led to allegations of gerry-
mandering in favor of Dem-
ocrats.

The plaintiffs argued court
cases in other states and at
the federal level required
them to gather data from
multiple election cycles with
the maps in place to show a
pattern that proves the maps
aren’t compact and were
drawn for partisan benefit.
But the court said McCom-
bie’s caucus waited too long
to make their case.

“Plaintiffs could have
brought this argument years
ago,” the court wrote in a short
two-page opinion. “Their
claim that waiting multiple
election cycles is necessary to
reveal the effects of redistrict-
ing is unpersuasive.”

Republican Justice David
Overstreet was the lone dis-
senting justice.

“They had the chance to
make this right just to give the
voters the chance to pick their
representatives instead of rep-
resentatives picking their vot-
ers and they declined,” Rep.
Dan Ugaste, R-Geneva, told
reporters.

Conservation district upcoming events

Basecamp Basics:
Outdoor Cooking

Thursday, April 17,
6:30-8 p.m., Prairieview
Education Center, Crystal
Lake.

Want to learn some basic
camping skills like how to

cook outdoors? This pro-
gram is part of a series that
focuses on teaching adults
camping skills, with activ-
ities and hands-on practice
designed to get you com-
fortable with the camping
basics. Ages 14+.

World Migratory Bird
Day

Saturday, May 17, 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., Lost Valley Visitor
Center, Glacial Park, Ring-
wood.

Come enjoy a variety of
bird-themed activities and

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER.

V¥ Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade stands,
school projects — people at work and at play.
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V¥ Please do NOT crop your photos.
V¥ Tell us who took the photo and we will give

them a photo credit

E-mail your photos at the highest
possible resolution to: news@hi-liter.com

This is your
chance to
promote your

organization
or special
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BY NOON ON FRIDAY

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE,
southernlakesnewspapers.com

crafts, including guided
hikes, meeting a live bird
and a scavenger hunt! The is
a drop in, free event for all
ages.

Conservation Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 19, 10-11

The court’s ruling follows
a similar case in 2012 that
challenged the compactness
of the 2011 maps. In that
case, the court dismissed the
challenge as untimely even
though it was filed just eight
months after the maps were
enacted.

Attorneys  for  House
Speaker Chris Welch, D-Hill-
side, and Senate President
Don Harmon, D-Oak Park,
were allowed to intervene as
defendants in the case, which
was originally filed against
the State Board of Elections.

“To allow plaintiffs to pro-
ceed now, mid-decade, with
their proposed redistricting
challenge would invite polit-
ical parties to wait until they
have a wave election and use
their best election results to
justify a partisan challenge
to the legislative map,” the
Democrats’ lawyers said in
their filing.

The court wrote that five
years since the 2020 census,
population data might also be
“stale.”

“Plaintiffs’ approach

would also be prejudicial and
create uncertainty for voters
and officeholders alike, now
and in the future, as to wheth-
er any redistricting plan in Il-
linois is ever final,” the court
wrote.
The court’s decision not to
hear arguments on the case is
the latest blow to various Re-
publican legal efforts to throw
out maps drawn by lawmak-
ers and instead force an inde-
pendent commission to draw
new maps.

A lawsuit from multiple
parties challenging the map
was dismissed in 2021 by
a federal three-judge panel,
which rejected arguments that
the map diluted the voting
strength of racial minorities.

The court’s ruling last
week noted Republicans did
not appeal those rulings.

The Illinois Supreme Court
blocked a 2016 citizen-driv-

a.m., Prairieview Education
Center, Crystal Lake.
Embark on a short hike
that leads you to various bird
habitats where you search
for the “eggs” of local birds
and win a prize! Bring the
whole family and stay to cel-

L 8000008888888 88 8.

© Home most nights/every
weekend

¢ Paid health benefits

* Hourly pay starting at $24.00
o Time & 1/2 over 40 hours

* 6 month $25.00

CALL NOW:

R R R . R

VETERAN'S TRUCK LINE INC.
in Burlington, Wis. is now
accepting applications for:

TRUCK
DRIVERS

(262) 539'4460 Ask for Don

Go to www.vetstruck.com for applications. ;

 401(k) w/contribution

© Drive newer equipment

® Paid vacations/holidays

o Paid life/disability

® Must have Class A CDL and
pass medical/drug screen
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en referendum attempting
to create an independent re-
districting commission. The
lead plaintiff in that case was
John Hooker, a now-convict-
ed conspirator in the “ComEd
Four” corruption case. Feder-
al courts also rejected Repub-
lican efforts to throw out the
2011 legislative maps.

In the case thrown out last
week, Republicans argued
that more than half of the cur-
rent House Districts were less
compact than a district the
state’s high court tossed out
in 1981. They also said Rep.
Lisa Hernandez, D-Cicero,
who led the House redistrict-
ing process for House Demo-
crats in 2021, admitted during
debate that the maps were
drawn for her party’s political
gain.

The Princeton Gerryman-
dering Project, which assess-
es legislative maps around
the country on several met-
rics, gave the current Illinois
House map an “F” grade for
its compactness metric.

Republican leaders said
they will review possible
additional legal options in
this case, but their next steps
toward enacting indepen-
dent mapping will be outside
of court. Rep. Ryan Spain,
R-Peoria, said he wants to try
another petition drive to force
a ballot referendum on the is-
sue.

“It’s up now to the voters
to take this baton and run with
it,” Spain told reporters. “We
need to have voters initiate
the redistricting reforms that
were cut down.”

Republican lawmakers also
want to pursue judicial ethics
reform, arguing Democrat
Justices Elizabeth Rochford
and Mary K. O’Brien should
have recused themselves from
the case after receiving cam-
paign contributions in 2022
from a political action com-
mittee run by Harmon, who
intervened as a defendant in
the case.

ebrate Earth Day. Ages 13
and under.

Earth Day Celebration
Saturday, April 19, noon-
4 p.m., Prairieview Educa-
tion Center, Crystal Lake.
Join us to celebrate moth-
er earth at this free event!
Visit various environmen-
tal-themed booths hosted
by partner organizations,
participate in earth-friendly
activities and crafts, grab
lunch at one of our visiting
food trucks and enjoy live
music and puppet shows! All
ages, free/drop-in event.

Wildflowers and
Watercolors

Thursday, April 27, 10
am. — noon & 1-3 p.m.,
Prairieview Education Cen-
ter, Crystal Lake.

Do you love flowers and
art? Join for a beginner or
intermediate class as you
learn about spring wildflow-
er identification. Chhose be-
tween a guided step-by-step
lesson or free paint while
receiving tips. Ages 10+.

For more information or to
sign up for programs please
visit the McHenry County
Conservation District web-
site at MCCDistrict.org.

QOSSO



Cards will simplify
reporting order
of protection
violations

McHenry County resi-
dents with plenary orders
of protection will be able
starting March 31 to obtain
HOPE cards, making it eas-
ier to report violations.

A HOPE card is a lami-
nated card that includes es-
sential information about a
plenary order of protection
which can be presented to
law enforcement when re-
porting a violation of an or-
der of protection or other re-
lated crimes without having
to present the actual court
documents.

“We are excited to be a
part of the next phase of
pilot Circuit Clerk’ Offices
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Circuit Clerk announces launch of HOPE card program

that will be issuing HOPE
cards,” Circuit Clerk Kathy
Keefe said. “While the con-
cept seems very simple, the
purpose behind the HOPE
Card is to make it easier for
victims and survivors of do-
mestic violence to move on
with their lives by eliminat-
ing the necessity of carry-
ing around a bulky stack of
court paperwork, replacing
it instead with a small card
that can easily be carried in

a wallet.”

A HOPE card lists the
case number, the names of
the petitioner and other peo-
ple protected under the order
of protection, as well as the
name of the respondent and
whether he or she has specif-
ic firearm restrictions under
the order. Law enforcement
upon being presented with
a HOPE card must verify
the information through the
Illinois Law Enforcement

Agencies Data System.

Individuals with currently
valid plenary orders of pro-
tection who wish to obtain a
HOPE card may do so as of,
March 31, in Room 353 of
the Michael J. Sullivan Ju-
dicial Center, 2200 N. Semi-
nary Ave., Woodstock. There
is no cost for doing so.

A 2021 law empowered
the Illinois Supreme Court
to implement the program,
which is being gradual-

ly rolled out. Five Illinois
counties — DeKalb, DuP-
age, Jefferson, Grundy and
Madison — began issuing the
cards last year, and McHen-
ry County joins Kane, Win-
nebago, Marion and Coles
counties in this latest expan-
sion.

Illinois is one of nine
states that have created
HOPE card programs, and
more state legislatures are
considering doing so.

4 BASEBALL
TICKETS WITH THE
PURCHASE OF A
NEW OR USED

g ) VEHICLE®

P16654

2022 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE

2019 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT

P16655

P16512A

P16659

2022 KIA SPORTAGE LX

VY EQUINOX

2022C

P16715

P16593

2022 GMC CANYON DENALI

P16603
e

P16651A

P16602

Tanner Asplund

Bryan Wangnoss

Bob Christensen

Nick Kramer

Bob Labadie

2021 FORD F-150 LIMITED

Jeff Mucks

Tyler Swanson

Khara Kosinski

Alfredo Morales

Donna Janz

*Prices do not include tax, title, license and service fee. Dealership is not responsible for printing errors. Please see dealership for details. Sale ends 4/22/2025.

2300 Browns Lake Drive
Burlington, WI

LYNCEK—

262-757-2977

Sales Hours: Mon-Th 8:30-7 Fri 8:30-6 Sat 8:30-4

LynchGMSuperStore.com
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-_ PRE-OWNED VEHICLES! =
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Court & crime news
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Man found guilty of attempted first degree
murder, aggravated battery after jury trial

T h e
McHen -
ry  County
State’s Attor-
ney’s Office
announces
that on April
7, Mark
Alex, 60, of
Crystal Lake,
Mllinois, was found guilty
on two counts of Attempted
First Degree Murder and two
counts of Aggravated Domes-
tic Battery. A jury reached
their verdict after 53 minutes
of deliberation at the con-
clusion of a week-long trial
before the Honorable Judge
Mark Gerhardt.

On March 5, 2022, at ap-
proximately 3:30 p.m., offi-
cers of the Crystal Lake Po-
lice Department responded to
a 911 call where the caller had
reported being stabbed by her
estranged husband. On scene,

Mark Alex

the victim was determined to
have sustained multiple inju-
ries to her head. Responding
Officer David Lang began
immediate medical attention
until first responders from the
Crystal Lake Fire and Rescue
arrived. The victim was im-
mediately rushed to North-
western Hospital in Huntley
where further medical treat-
ment was provided. Evidence
and testimony at trial showed
that Alex had stopped at a
Home Depot, where he pur-
chased both a demolition
hammer and a hatchet, before
arriving at the victim’s apart-
ment for what was supposed
to be a child parenting-time
exchange. Prior to entering,
Alex removed the packaging
from both the hammer and
axe, and less than forty-five
minutes later attacked the
victim. Able to fight him off,
though sustaining numerous

severe wounds, she was able
to call 911 after Alex had left
the apartment. Following the
attack, Alex donned a mask
and stopped at a nearby Mei-
jers to purchase Motrin, Ty-
lenol and a new jacket. Alex
was eventually apprehended
by officers of the Crystal Lake
and Algonquin Police Depart-
ments approximately an hour
later in Algonquin after his
car was located in a nearby
hotel parking lot.

McHenry County State’s
Attorney Randi Freese com-
mends the strength the victim
showed in fighting off Alex
and for her courage to testify
and recount the horrific ordeal
to a jury. “While the method
of the attack was uncommon-
ly brutal in this case, there was
also a classic escalating cycle
of violence that was readily
identifiable as well. As a so-
ciety, we recognize the need

to stop this dangerous cycle
from its inception,” Freese
stated. Freese recognizes the
hard work done by the multi-
ple officers and detectives in-
volved from the Crystal Lake
Police Department.

This case was successfully

prosecuted at trial by Chief of

Staff Ashley Romito and First
Assistant  State’s  Attorney
Ashur Y. Youash. The sen-
tencing hearing is scheduled
for June 5, 2025.

Sheriff’s office
investigates domestic
incident

At approximately 7:47
p-m. on April 8, McHenry
County Sheriff’s Office was
dispatched to the 5000 block
of Terra Cotta Road in unin-
corporated Crystal Lake for
reports of a domestic incident.
Patrol deputies responded
to the scene and located two

household members who had
been in a physical altercation.
Both household members
were transported to the hospi-
tal.

There was no threat to the
community and no arrests
have been made. The incident
remains under investigation
by McHenry County Sheriff’s
Office. More information will
be shared once available.

Deputy involved
shooting under
investigation

On Thursday, April 10
at approximately 4:23 p.m.,
McHenry County Sheriff’s
Office was dispatched for a
domestic dispute in the 300
block of Briarwood Road in
unincorporated Crystal Lake.

Deputies made contact
with an individual who was
armed with a firearm. The
suspect then barricaded him-

self in the residence. McHen-
ry County Sheriff’s Office
SWAT Team and Hostage
Negotiation Team were dis-
patched to the scene.

The Hostage Negotiation
Team was in active conver-
sation with the suspect in an
effort to get him out safely,
which proved unsuccessful,
and a deputy-involved shoot-
ing occurred. The suspect was
struck and later pronounced
deceased.

Per state statute, the inves-
tigation has been turned over
to the Major Investigation As-
sistance Team (MIAT) in con-
junction with the McHenry
County State’s Attorney’s Of-
fice. Interviews and evidence,
including a review of body-
worn camera footage, will all
be conducted by MIAT. The
Sheriff’s Office will provide
updates as they become avail-
able.

IDOT, ISP: ‘Don‘t Drive Distracted. Eyes Forward’

Pay attention, create safe habits during Distracted Driving Awareness Month

The Illinois Department
of Transportation (IDOT) is
teaming up with the Illinois
State Police (ISP) and local
law enforcement agencies to
promote April as Distracted
Driving Awareness Month,
reminding drivers to pay
attention or pay the price.

Distracted driving, which in-
volves cellphone use or any
activity that takes attention
away from the task of oper-
ating your vehicle, is a risky
behavior that endangers ev-
eryone on the road.

“Arriving late is better than
never arriving. Stay focused,

Pet of the week

Qwirkle, a Beagle/Lab mix, is about 2-1/2 months
old, spayed, up-to-date on routine shots (incl. ra-
bies), tested negative for heartworm and on pre-
ventative and microchipped.

While walk-ins are welcome, adoptions are by
appointments only to ensure we have the staff
available to help adopters. For information and/
or to complete an online application, please visit
www.saveapetil.org/adopt.
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stay safe and reach your des-
tination without distractions,”
said Stephane B. Seck-Bir-
hame, IDOT’s bureau chief
of Safety Programs and Engi-
neering. “Remember: ‘Don’t
Drive Distracted. Eyes For-
ward.””

According to IDOT sta-
tistics, 260 people died and
29,458 people were injured in
crashes involving distractions
between 2019 and 2023. In
2023, 58 people were killed in
crashes involving at least one

distracted driver, 4.7% of all
traffic fatalities that year.

All of these crashes can be
prevented. Drivers can prior-
itize safe driving by keeping
their hands on the wheel, their
eyes on the road and their fo-
cus on driving, and by follow-
ing these steps:

* If you are expecting a text
or need to send one, pull over
and park your car in a safe lo-
cation.

* Do not engage in social
media scrolling or messaging

while driving.

e Cellphone use is hab-
it-forming. Struggling to not
text and drive? Activate your
phone’s “Do Not Disturb”
feature.

“Taking your attention
away from the road and oth-
er drivers around you, even
for just a second or two, can
be a costly mistake, or even
a deadly one,” said ISP Di-
vision of Patrol Col. Chris
Owen. “The minute you get
behind the wheel, driving

should be your priority and
everything else needs to take
a back seat.”

“Don’t Drive Distracted.
Eyes Forward.” is a Nation-
al Highway Traffic Safety
Administration campaign fo-
cused on distracted driving
prevention. The heightened
enforcement in Illinois is
made possible through federal
funds administered by IDOT
and coincides with the com-
prehensive multimedia cam-
paign “It’s Not a Game.”

Advantage Dealer Group to break
ground on new Honda Dealership

The Roberts family, Chi-
cagoland  residents  and
owners of Advantage Deal-
er Group, will be having a
groundbreaking ceremony for
its forthcoming Honda deal-
ership in Fox Lake on Thurs-
day, April 17, at 11 a.m.

This momentous event
marks a significant milestone
for the Roberts family of Ad-
vantage dealerships, as this
first Honda store will round
out the greater portfolio of
family-owned and operated
dealerships, including Advan-
tage Acura of Naperville, Ad-

isin
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vantage Chevrolet Hodgkins,
Advantage Chevrolet Boling-
brook, Advantage Chevrolet
Bridgeview, and Advantage
Toyota Calumet City.
The Roberts
automotive legacy began
with Desmond  Roberts,
the patriarch and visionary
behind Advantage Dealer
Group. After immigrating to
the U.S. from the Caribbean
with nothing but ambition and
resilience, Desmond worked
as a taxi driver in New York
before transitioning into the
banking industry. In 1999,

family’s

he took a pivotal step by ac-
quiring Advantage Chevrolet
of Hodgkins, establishing a
foundation for what would
grow into a thriving family
business.

Now serving as CEO of
Advantage Dealer Group,
Desmond Roberts continues
to lead with the same dedica-
tion and entrepreneurial spirit
that started it all. He has men-
tored and prepared his two
children, Jason and Krystal
Roberts, to carry forward the
family legacy.

“This groundbreaking rep-

\Ve want your news!

The Hi-Liter is looking to publish the news
of your lives in stories and photos. Are you
hosting an event? Send us a preview story.
Do you know someone who recently won
an award? Send us a photo along with the
pertinentinformation. Community events,
school activities and family milestones are
all fair game and will be considered for print.

ITEMS MAY BE SENT TO

news@hi-liter.com -

35‘ PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND A PHONE
"t NUMBER SO WE CAN CONTACT YOU IF NEEDED.

g
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resents more than just a new
dealership—it symbolizes the
journey that began over three
decades ago when I first en-
tered the automotive indus-
try,” said Desmond Roberts,
CEO of Advantage Dealer
Group. “From day one, my
goal has been to build a busi-
ness that not only grows but
also gives back to the commu-
nity. I’'m proud to see our fam-
ily expanding into the Honda
brand, and I look forward to
seeing Jason and Krystal con-
tinue what we started—creat-
ing opportunities, investing in
people, and shaping the future
of the industry.”

“This groundbreaking cer-
emony marks a significant
milestone for our commu-
nity and our commitment to
providing exceptional ser-
vice and quality Honda vehi-
cles,” said Krystal Roberts,
Executive Manager of Ad-
vantage Dealer Group. “The
presence of the Fox Lake
community and elected offi-
cials would mean a great deal
to our Advantage team as we
embark on this exciting new
journey!”

For more information,
please contact Krystal Rob-
erts at kroberts@advantage-
dealer.net.
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vehicles by 2040.

Pace receives $1M in funding for
electric buses

McHenry County and Pace Suburban Bus representatives came together to
celebrate receiving $1 million in federal Community Project Funding to pur-
chase five electric paratransit buses to serve local residents. The new vehi-
cles will serve McHenry County’s groundbreaking MCRide paratransit service,
which offers affordable on-demand rides to any location in McHenry County.
The funding, secured by US Rep. Bill Foster, will enhance mobility options for
McHenry County residents with disabilities, while supporting environmental
sustainability and advancing Pace’s goal to operate 100 percent zero-emissions

SUBMITTED PHOTO Hi-Liter/MCN

McHenry County DOT to host
public information meetings for
Intersection improvement studies

After an intensive County wide study
of intersections, which analyzed years of
data such as traffic flow, vehicle count
and crash reports, the McHenry County
Division of Transportation (MCDOT) has
identified safety concerns surrounding the
intersections of Alden Road at O’Brien
Road, Maple Street at Coral Road and
Spring Grove Road at Miller Road. The
MCDOT, to address these concerns, is
beginning the redesign process of these
intersections by conducting a Phase |
Study. This study will explore potential
construction designs and engineering
changes that would work to resolve
the specific safety concerns at each
intersection.

Key portions of a Phase I Study
include gathering preliminary public
input, conducting engineering analyses
of existing traffic flow and environmental
reviews to investigate the potential
impacts from changes to the existing
roadway. Based on the data collected
as well as stakeholder input, the study
team will draft a series of transportation
alternatives for evaluation and review.
With the drafts now in their final phases,
public input is requested before the team
recommends a preferred approach and
design work begins. Each intersection
will be the subject of its own Public
Information Meeting with the goal of

sharing project information and obtaining
location specific public input.

Below are the meeting dates, times and
locations:

* The meeting for the intersection of Alden
Road at O’Brien Road will be on April 16,
from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m., at the Alden
Township Offices located at 8515 Alden
Road, Harvard, IL 60033.

* The meeting for the intersection of Maple
Street at Coral Road will be on April 22,
from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m., at the
Marengo Park District Office located at
825 Indian Oaks Trail, Marengo, IL 60152.
* The meeting for the intersection of
Spring Grove Road at Miller Road will
be on April 30, from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00
p-m., at the Spring Grove Village Hall

at 7401 Meyer Road, Spring Grove, IL
60081.

As this project moves closer and closer
to the design phase, public input is needed
to help our team ensure that the needs of
the community, and all roadway users, are
met. The McHenry County Division of
Transportation encourages everyone who
is interested to attend the upcoming public
information meeting.

As the project progresses, and
individual public meetings are held for
each intersection, more information will
become available for public review at
www.mcdotsafety.com.

I-L.ITER Classifieds

TRANSPORTATION

Automobiles

2010 CADILLAC DTS Mint con-
dition inside & out. No issues,just
turned 140,000 miles. Asking
$6,800. 262-742-4333.

2012 HONDA CIVIC 5 spd man-
ual trans, A/C, Cruise, roof rack,
hitch, 125K. $6,000 OBO No
Dealers! Text to inquire 920-723-
2148.

2016 VW PASSAT SE Excel-
lent cond, inside & out, no rust,
remote start, tinted windows,

newer Michelin tires. 2nd owner.
Well maintained. Dave @ 262-
325-2457.

Boats

2003 ALUMACRAFT 175 TRO-
PHY W/ Trailer. 90 HP, 9.9HP &
equip. 815-389-2480.

Campers and RVs

1962 VINTAGE SHASTA CAMP-
ER Started to restore inside for
a she shed! Removed old wood
and floor, exterior was painted
a few years ago! Can be towed
with a pickup. $1,500. OBO. Call
Pam 262-210-2222.

2016 FLEETWOOD TERRA 34B
MOTOR HOME 35’ 27,000 Miles
3 Slideouts 2 New WI-FI TV’s
5.5k Generator. $79,000 262-
206-4164.

2021 JAYCO JAYFLIGHT SLX
264 Bunk house. In new condi-
tion. Loaded. NO SLIDE. Price to
sell $18,500. Call 815-494-8309

2022 COACHMAN FREEDOM
EXPRESS 24’ Travel Trailer with
Q bed. Very clean. $19,000.
OBO. 262-470-4083.

WANTED: OLDER / VINTAGE
CAMPER Trailer/RV & Older Golf
Cart. Call or Text 262-903-7522.

Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN
ADS cannot be credited or re-
funded after the ad has been
placed. Ads canceled before
deadline will be removed from
the paper as a service to our
customers, but no credit or
refund will be issued to your
account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This
publication does not knowingly
accept fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those asking
for money in advance.

Burial Needs

7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva,
WI 53147. This is a private
sale. Contact Randy, the seller
at randy@slpublishers.com.

Collectibles

SET OF WALKING LIBERTY
Half Dollars 1916-1947. $3,000.
Firm. Price also includes 4 per-
fect MS70 Silver Eagles. Call

Elderly Care

SUNSET SENIOR SERVICES
LLC In Home Elder and Dis-
abled Care. Personal, Support-
ive, Respite Care. Now Serving
Walworth, Waukesha and Ra-
cine Counties. www.SunsetSe-
niorServicesLLC.com 262-475-
4304

Motorcycles

1994 350 SUZUKI CLIMBER

Sports/Classic
Cars

Trucks & Trailers

Asking $1300. Call/text (262)
210-3147

1949 CHEVY STYLELINE DE-
LUXE 2 Door, New engine, New
tires, Clean interior. Runs Great!
$6,995. Elkhorn Text only (708)
785-2440.

GARAGE SALES

UTILITY TRAILER With tool box

and ramps. High speed tires.

$1,500. OBO. Call 224-518-6491

Estate Sales

ESTATE SALE: BURLINGTON
Join us at 124 Randolph St.,
Burlington. April 18 & 19, Friday
9:00 AM — 4:00 PM & Saturday
9:00 AM — 1:00 PM. A well-kept
estate sale with over 50 years of
treasures! Furniture, household
goods, kitchen items, linens,
tools, lawn furniture, and a small
selection of antiques. Clean,
organized, and priced to sell—
don’t miss it!

DATA ENTRY CLERK

This individual will be inputting information from a variety of
sources into documents as well as performing other clerical
functions in our Creative Department. The 20-25 hour/week

Burlington Garage

Sales

29638 KETTERHAGEN ROAD
Saturday April 19, 9-3. Mov-
ing Sale! Everything Must Go!
Household ltems & so much

more.

Waterford Garage
Sales

618B RAVENWOOD CT./WA-
TERFORD, WI Estate/Moving
Sale - Saturday 4/19/25, 8am
- 5pm. EVERYTHING MUST
GO. Kitchen table & chairs, quilt
racks, bookshelves, wood desk,
queen beds, kitchen utensils,
dishes, pots/pans, mirrors, tools,
Craftsman tool cabinet, Mr. Heat-
er Big Buddy propane heater &
more.

GRAPHIG
DESIGNER

Bob Yopp 262-248-0192.

Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention
to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination. Familial
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

flexible position is available now. The successful Data Entry
Clerk applicant will possess the following:
* High school diploma or equivalent
* Data entry experience
* Knowledge of correct spelling, grammar and punctuation
* Ability to be detail-oriented while working under a deadline
* Good communication skills
Knowledge of Adobe InDesign, Microsoft Word,
Excel, and/or Filemaker Pro is a plus
Daytime hours (M,T,W,F) in our Delavan office
No nights or weekends
Please send a resume, questions or to request
an interview time to Heidi Schulz at:
dhabrat@southernlakesnewspapers.com

882.9%

SOUGHERN LAKES

Continued growth within our group of
weekly newspapers and shoppers has
caused the need for an additional graphic
designer at our Delavan, Wis. facility. This

position includes ad design, including
web ads, and page design of our weekly
publications. Part or full-time position
available. Proficiency in Adobe InDesign
and Photoshop necessary; prior newspaper
experience preferred but not required.

Daytime hours (M,T,W,F). No nights or weekends.

Email resume with salary requirements to
dhabrat@southernlakesnewspapers.com
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WITH THESE COUPONS!

vl FIRM 1-Sided No Flip v3 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip v5 FIRM 1-Sided No Flip v7 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @ QUEEN SET STARTING @ QUEEN SET STARTING @ QUEEN SET STARTING @

*699 999 1599 2099

TWIN *499 FULL 3599 kinG*899  Twin¥T49 rull 899 «inc*1399 Twin 1049 rulL 31349 kinGt1999 Twin 1399 FuLL *1949 «ine*2699

SAVEuwrTO i SAVEuPTO i SAVEuwPTO ! SAVEUPTO

5200,, $250,. $350.. $450.,

v3 Set Purchase” v5 Set Purchase” vl Set Purchase* v9 Set Purchase”™

*On set purchase with factory select covers. Not applicable on previous purchases. One coupon per set purchase. See store for details. Offer ends 5-18-2025.

F'NANC'NG AVA"_ABLE See store for details.
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Mattresses
RVs, Campers, Boats

$ 9 9 & So Much More!
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Nith Verlo Mattress purchase. . T i
Does not apply to previous
hases. See store for details.

Reduces snoring & acid reflux effects
Alleviates lower back, knee & leg pain | Aids in circulation

BUY MORE SAVE MORE
30% OFF 3+ ltems

-OR-
20% OFF 2 ltems

LAKE GENEVA CRYSTAL LAKE  McHENRY verlo.com

2462 Hwy 120 5150 North West Hwy 3710 West Elm St. 1-866-99-VERLO
262.249.0420 815.455.2570 815.578.8375 (866-998-3756)

ACCESSORY
BUNDLE
SPECIAL
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