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Celebrating tradition along 
the Fox River
	 Spraying green colorant into Boone Creek and the Fox River is 
an annual St. Patrick’s Day tradition in McHenry. Gathering along 
the shore, visitors watch as the green dye spreads throughout the 
water, a sure sign St. Patrick’s Day has arrived. In the early days 
many people from Ireland settled in McHenry and a parade is held 
for St. Patrick’s Day to honor the heritage of those early settlers. 
Below: Everyone wears green for St. Patrick’s Day, even the pets. 
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Lawmakers mull betting on internet gambling 
while existing industry warns it’ll fold

Proposal to legalize ‘iGaming’ comes as Illinois’ still-growing sports betting market turns 5
By Hannah Meisel
Capitol news Illinois
	 In the years since the 
COVID-19 pandemic tem-
porarily shut down Illinois 
casinos, video gambling ter-
minals, horse racing and pro-
fessional sports—just days 
after legal sports betting went 
live—the state’s gambling in-
dustry has seen an explosion 
in growth.
	 Even the state lottery, 
which was launched 50 years 
ago, has experienced an ex-
pansion in recent years after 
a decade of stagnation. Total 
state tax revenues from all 
sources of wagering in Illi-
nois, including the lottery, 
surpassed $2 billion in the last 
fiscal year.
	 Against this backdrop, 
some lawmakers are pushing 
for Illinois to join eight other 
states that have legalized in-
ternet gambling, also known 
as iGaming. It’s a tempting 
possibility in a year when 
the state is facing a possible 
budget deficit and uncertainty 
about normally solid sources 
of federal funding as Presi-
dent Donald Trump and con-
gressional Republicans are 
looking for cuts.
	 While Illinois already al-
lows sports betting on mobile 
apps, iGaming includes on-
line casinos and other forms 
of online gambling that are 
currently outlawed.
	 State Rep. Edgar Gonza-
lez, D-Chicago, asked a panel 
of his fellow House members 
this week to imagine Illi-
nois facing another financial 
downturn like the pandem-
ic-recession of 2020 when 
Trump was finishing out his 
first term. That year, Illinois 
faced a major budget short-
fall, though federal stimulus 
money ended up helping the 
state recover.
	 “If we had something like 
iGaming, we would have 
still had a financial fallback 
in spite of gross negligence 
by the first Trump adminis-
tration,” he said Wednesday 
at a Capitol hearing on his 
proposal to legalize internet 
gambling. “Illinois is gam-
bling with its financial future 
by delaying the adoption of 
iGaming.”
	 Proponents of Gonzalez’s 
House Bill 3080 point out 
that plenty of Illinoisans are 
already gambling on the in-

ternet illegally, often facili-
tated by overseas-based web-
sites.
	 “Whether or not you 
choose to pass legislation le-
galizing iGaming, it is already 
here,” James Hartmann, a 
lobbyist for sports betting gi-
ant FanDuel, told the panel. 
“Right now, you can take out 
your phone and in five min-
utes, be gambling real money 
slot machines from the app 
store, unregulated and un-
taxed.”
	 Hartmann, who was heav-
ily involved in drafting and 
negotiating Illinois’ legalized 
sports betting framework as 
a House Democratic staff at-
torney in 2019, said iGaming 
sites are “flooding the Illinois 
market”—and operating un-
scrupulously.
	 Meanwhile, FanDuel, 
Draft Kings and other sports 
betting platforms must adhere 
to the law’s strict require-
ments for age checks, prob-
lem gambling prevention no-
tifications and other consumer 
protections to maintain their 
expensive licenses.
	 “And so while these bad 
actors profit, none of it is be-
ing captured in tax revenue 
for the state of Illinois,” Hart-
mann said.
	 He and others pushing the 
iGaming bill claim Illinois 
could collect an additional $1 
billion annually in taxes on in-
ternet gambling. The estimate 
is extrapolated from a 2024 
report commissioned by the 
Sports Betting Alliance, an 
industry group that represents 
the four biggest sportsbooks 
in the U.S.
	 Those mobile sports bet-
ting platforms, which operate 
in 31 states, Puerto Rico and 
Washington, D.C., are eager 
to expand their nascent iGam-
ing business into more states. 
The Sports Betting Alliance 
has been running geotargeted 
social media ads urging iG-
aming legalization in recent 
weeks, not just in Illinois but 
also Maryland.
	 The analysis from the gam-
bling industry consultancy 
firm Eilers & Krejcik estimat-
ed $775 million in state tax 
revenues after five years of 
legalized iGaming at a near-
ly 25 percent tax rate. The $1 
billion figure would reflect a 
higher tax rate more in line 
with what larger casinos and 

sports books pay, especial-
ly after a hike in the state’s 
sports betting tax last year. 
Pritzker last month also float-
ed a tax hike on casino table 
games to help fill the state’s 
budget gap.
	 But opponents of legal-
izing iGaming—including 
some casinos, video gam-
bling terminal operators and 
the hospitality groups that 
represent the bars and restau-
rants in which those VGTs 
have proliferated in the 13 
years since video gambling’s 
launch in Illinois—warn 
the introduction of iGam-
ing would prove a zero-sum 
game.
	 Indeed, the General As-
sembly’s fiscal forecasting 
arm has for years report-
ed on the cannibalization 
effects that new gambling 
opportunities have on exist-
ing gambling outlets. In its 
annual study from October, 
the legislature’s Commission 
on Government Forecasting 
and Accountability continued 
to chronicle the downfall of 
Illinois’ once-thriving horse 
racing industry, in addition 
to noting flagging revenues 
from the state’s legacy riv-
erboat casinos, the oldest of 
which have been in business 
for a little more than three 
decades.
	 While overall casino rev-
enue in Illinois is up, that 
success is mainly attributable 
to the opening of six new ca-
sinos provided for under Illi-
nois’ massive 2019 gambling 
expansion law. Additionally, 
Rivers Casino in Des Plaines, 
Illinois’ first land-based casi-
no that opened in 2011, has 
also seen continued growth.
	 But the state’s nine legacy 
riverboat casinos have seen 
their revenues decline “for 
nine consecutive years,” ac-
cording to the report. Visits 
to casinos in East St. Lou-
is, East Peoria and Joliet’s 
Harrah’s Casino have seen 
significant drop-off. Many of 
those casinos would be even 
worse off if it weren’t for 
sportsbook partnerships en-
tered into during the thick of 
the pandemic, when the type 
of in-person betting that was 
provided for under the law 
was not allowed.
	 The Illinois Gaming Board 
opposes the bill due to the 
agency’s own struggles to 

keep up with its existing regu-
latory responsibilities and the 
General Assembly’s lack of 
motion on banning so-called 
“sweepstakes machines,” 
which are similar to video 
gambling terminals but oper-
ate in a legal gray area.
	 Jay Keller, a contract lob-
byist for Penn Entertainment 
Inc., noted the company has 
spent $600 million in recent 
years enhancing and expand-
ing its casinos in Aurora, Jo-
liet and Alton—an investment 
“made with the understanding 
that Illinois’ gaming land-
scape would remain stable,” 
he told lawmakers.
	 “The economic impact 
of iGaming is uncertain, but 
the potential negative conse-
quences are clear: The pro-
liferation of online gaming 
could reduce in-person casino 
traffic, threatening jobs, low-
ering the economic benefits 
to local communities and ul-
timately discouraging future 
investments in the state,” he 
said.
	 Penn also operates video 
gambling terminals through-
out Illinois and sportsbooks at 
all three of its casinos, includ-
ing mobile sports betting via 
the casino in Aurora. Keller 
noted that roughly half of Il-
linois casinos are on Penn’s 
side opposing iGaming, while 
the other half are in favor of 
legalizing it.
	 Though one major labor 
union, the Chicago-based In-
ternational Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers Local 134, 
supports legalizing iGaming, 
another influential union is 
opposed.
	 Marc Poulos, the executive 
director of the labor-man-
agement group for the Inter-
national Union of Operating 
Engineers Local 150, warned 
against any move that might 
jeopardize funding for state 
infrastructure projects, which 
provide jobs for Local 150 
members.
	 “Every study that we have 
looked at shows that iGaming 
would cannibalize existing 
gaming positions, mainly vid-
eo gaming terminals,” he told 
the panel.
	 A study published recently, 
commissioned by the Nation-
al Association Against iGa-
ming, warned that if Illinois 
legalizes internet gambling, 
the state could lose $252.5 

million in direct casino tax 
revenues and 4,733 jobs, tak-
ing into account the gambling 
industry’s adjacent hospitality 
industry.
	 Though the study conclud-
ed that land-based casinos 
underperformed expected 
growth in states where iGa-
ming has been legalized, in-
ternet gambling proponents 
disagree.
	 “iGaming brings new cus-
tomers to casinos,” Sports 
Betting Alliance President 
Jeremy Kudon told law-
makers, saying the threat of 
cannibalization has become 
a mythical “Loch Ness Mon-
ster.”
	 Another report the Sports 
Betting Alliance commis-
sioned last year found that of 
Illinois survey respondents 
who participated in either ille-
gal iGaming or placed online 
bets while traveling to a state 
where it’s legal, 23 percent 
said they visited casinos more 
after they began iGaming. 
However, 54 percent said the 
frequency of their casino vis-
its stayed the same, while 19 
percent said they didn’t go as 
much.
	 Additionally, Michael Pol-
lock of the New Jersey-based 
consultancy firm Spectrum 
Gaming Group said “two im-
mutable laws of human na-
ture” will still attract people 
to casinos.
	 “One is that people like 
games of chance, and two is 
that people enjoy being in so-
cial settings,” he said.
	 Trevor Hayes, an execu-
tive with Caesars Sportsbook, 
which operates in partnership 
with Elgin’s Grand Victoria 
Casino, agreed, saying his 
company has found iGaming 
is “actually a marketing tool” 
for brick-and-mortar casinos 
to “find new customers—
younger customers.”
	 But that’s exactly what 
some opponents worry will 
happen, creating a new class 
of problem gamblers.
	 A Tulchin Research survey 
published this week of 800 Il-
linois voters last month found 
71 percent believed online 
gambling is more addictive 
than betting at casinos or oth-
er brick-and-mortar establish-
ments. Seventy-seven percent 
of survey respondents agreed 
with the sentiment that “law-
makers should look for bet-

ter ways to balance the state 
budget than expanding mobile 
gambling in Illinois.”
	 The October report from 
the legislature’s economic 
forecasting commission es-
timated that in the last five 
fiscal years, the per-capita 
amount spent on gambling 
and lottery tickets in Illinois 
has increased from $325 to 
$560 annually, driven primar-
ily by the explosion of video 
gambling terminals in Illinois 
and sports betting.
	 Illinois’ sports betting 
market is now second in the 
nation behind New York in 
terms of overall sportsbook 
revenue, according to a report 
published last month by the 
American Gaming Associa-
tion.
	 And Illinois’ video gam-
bling terminal industry is 
far and away the largest of 
any state with legal VGTs; a 
whopping 48,176 machines 
were in operation at bars, 
restaurants, dedicated gaming 
cafes, truck stops and the state 
fairgrounds in Springfield as 
of the end of last fiscal year in 
June.
	 Ivan Fernandez, director 
of the Illinois Gaming Ma-
chine Operators Association, 
which represents the VGT 
industry, warned that, unlike 
video gambling and casinos, 
iGaming presents a more dan-
gerous risk of addiction. He 
urged lawmakers to follow 
other states that have rejected 
bids for iGaming legalization 
in recent years.
	 “They declined to autho-
rize putting online casino 
gambling at people’s finger-
tips on millions of cellphones, 
tablets and computers avail-
able 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, when people 
are most vulnerable,” he said. 
“When they’re alone or in 
isolation and within the close 
reach of minors, without re-
gard for local authority or any 
reasonable time or spending 
limits.”
	 Last week’s hearing 
yielded no vote, as it was 
purely informational, but 
the House Gaming Commit-
tee’s chair, state Rep. Dan 
Didech, D-Buffalo Grove, 
indicated there would be 
a long road ahead for any 
iGaming legalization bid, 
calling opponents’ concerns 
“well-founded.”

lllinois community colleges see nearly 9 percent spike in spring enrollment
Spring enrollment tops 285,000, marking third straight year of growth

By Peter Hancock
Capitol news Illinois

	 Enrollment at Illinois 
community colleges grew 
to more than 285,000 in the 
spring semester this year, an 
8.9 percent increase over a 
year ago and the largest spring-
to-spring enrollment increase 
since the Illinois Community 
College Board began collecting 
systemwide data in the late 
1990s.
	 In a report released last week, 
the ICCB said 40 of the state’s 
45 community colleges reported 
enrollment growth this spring.
	 There was significant growth 
in several enrollment categories, 
including a nearly 20 percent 
increase in students enrolled 
in dual credit programs, which 
allow high school students to 

earn college credits. But there 
was an even greater increase, 
23.4 percent, in students seeking 
general associate’s degree 
programs.
	 “With the largest spring-
to-spring enrollment increase 
and the third straight year of 
growth, our community colleges 
have not only bounced back 
from the pandemic—they are 
now stronger than ever thanks 
to our historic investments in 
education,” Gov. JB Pritzker said 
in a statement.
	 Since Fiscal Year 2019, the 
year Pritzker came into office, 
state funding for the Monetary 
Award Program, also known as 
MAP grants, the state’s need-
based financial aid program, has 
increased 77 percent, to just over 
$710 million.
	 During that time, Illinois has 

been able to increase both the 
number of grants it awards each 
year to more than 151,000 this 
year, as well as the maximum 
grant amount, which now stands 
at $8,604.
	 For Fiscal Year 2026, which 
begins July 1, Pritzker has 
proposed another $10 million 
increase in MAP grants, bringing 
the total to $721.6 million.
	 Martin Torres, Pritzker’s 
deputy governor for education 
policy, said in an interview that 
increased funding for financial 
aid has made higher education 
in Illinois more accessible to 
moderate-income students, 
especially those who choose to 
attend a community college.
	 “If you’re at a community 
college, combined with the 
(federal) Pell grant and the MAP, 
the vast majority, nearly every 

single student who’s at or below 
median income level can go for 
free in terms of tuition and fees,” 
he said in an interview.
	 Illinois community colleges 
also saw year-over-year 
enrollment increases in the 
fall semester. ICCB reported 
in October the total headcount 
enrollment had grown to 
265,227, up 7.4 percent from 
the previous fall. That was also 
a higher growth rate than the 
state’s public universities, which 
saw only a 2 percent increase in 
undergraduate enrollment over 
that same period, according to 
the Illinois Board of Higher 
Education.
	 In his budget address to 
the General Assembly in 
February, Pritzker also proposed 
giving community colleges 
a larger role in the state’s 

higher education system by 
allowing them to offer four-
year bachelor’s degrees in 
high-demand career fields in 
their local areas. He said that 
is intended to make four-year 
programs more accessible to 
people who don’t live in or near 
cities with major universities.
	 Torres said he expects that 
legislation to come up soon in 
the General Assembly.
	 “The community colleges 
who pursue this, if the General 
Assembly creates this authority, 
will have to go through the 
same accreditation process as 
four-year institutions,” Torres 
said. “And so, from a quality 
standpoint, students will be 
able to expect the same level of 
quality, and the instructors will 
be required to be trained in the 
same way.”
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	 Lake County Board Members, top row clockwise, Angelo Kyle (District 14), John Wasik (District 6), Marah Al-
tenberg (District 19), Gina Roberts (District 4), Vice-Chair Mary Ross-Cunningham (District 9) and Jennifer Clark  
(District 15) recently attended the annual National Association of Counties Legislative Conference. 
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	 Jennifer Clark, Lake County Board Member District 15 
and Chair of the Technology Committee, presented the 
County’s strategies to bridge the digital divide during a 
panel discussion as part of the 2025 NACo Legislative 
Conference. 

	 Lake County Board Mem-
bers and County staff attend-
ed the National Association of 
Counties (NACo) Legislative 
Conference in Washington, 
D.C., bringing together coun-
ty leaders with members of 
Congress and federal agency 
officials to focus on federal 
policy issues that impact their 
counties and residents.
	 The conference provided 
an opportunity to learn at an 
array of sessions focused on 
topics such as public safe-
ty, emergency management, 
environmental sustainability 
and more. Valuable insights 
into best practices and possi-
ble funding options were col-
lected and will be shared with 
the teams within Lake Coun-
ty government for thorough 
evaluation and consideration.
	 “The annual conference 
gives counties a platform to 
advocate for their commu-
nities and ensure that local 
needs and priorities are heard 
at the highest levels of gov-
ernment,” said Sandy Hart, 
Lake County Board Chair. 
“It’s especially important for 
Lake County Board members 
to connect with leaders from 
across the country who face 
similar challenges. Sharing 
ideas and discussing solutions 
helps us find new and innova-
tive ways to better serve our 
residents.”
	 Throughout the confer-
ence, board members par-
ticipated in policy steering 
committee meetings and ed-
ucational sessions directly 
related to county business. 
Vice-Chair Mary Ross-Cun-
ningham, Lake County’s ap-
pointed NACo Board Repre-
sentative, attends the NACo 
conference to not only further 
NACo’s priorities but also to 
advance the County’s federal 
legislative agenda.
	 “It is great to have the 

Lake County Board advocates for local 
priorities at National Legislative Conference

opportunity to gather in 
Washington, DC with other 
board members and coun-
ty officials from across the 
country ,” said Lake County 
Board Vice-Chair and Dis-
trict 9 Board Member Mary 
Ross-Cunningham. “Having 
the chance to promote the 
County’s legislative prior-
ities at the national level is 
crucial to having our voices 
heard.”
	 Jennifer Clark, Lake 
County Board Member for 
District 15, discussed the is-
sue of ensuring digital access 
and training for all residents 
during a panel discussion at 
the Telecommunications & 
Technology Policy Steering 
Committee meeting. The pan-
el spotlighted practical strate-
gies to help bridge the digital 
divide which includes “digital 
skilling” or teaching residents 
digital skills.
	 Clark, who is Chair of 
the Technology Committee, 
highlighted that one step the 
County has taken is recruiting 
digital navigators. Six digital 
navigators, who travel across 
the county, help residents 
learn basic digital skills and 
understand topics such as 
hardware, email, online secu-
rity, telehealth and software. 
	 “Residents have access to 
basic technology at locations 
throughout the county such as 

libraries, health centers and 
the Job Center of Lake Coun-
ty, meeting residents where 
they are to improve digital 
skills and confidence,” Clark 
said.
	 She also shared how Lake 
County is partnering with 
community organizations to 
distribute digital devices to 
eligible residents at commu-
nity events. The County has 

distributed 87 new and refur-
bished laptops through device 
distributions and learn-to-
earn courses. 
	 The Lake County Dig-
ital Growth Initiative was 
launched in 2023 to better 
understand the current state 
of high-speed internet service 
and digital equity in the coun-
ty in order to implement solu-
tions for improvement. 
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Sign up to be 
a Operation 
Dropbox location
Counties join forces 
to offer more drop 
locations
	 The McHenry County De-
partment of Health is looking 
for a few good local organi-
zations to help support the 
annual Operation Dropbox 
donation drive for veterans.
	 Now in its sixth year, Op-
eration Dropbox places col-
lection boxes at participating 
businesses, churches, gov-
ernments and other organiza-
tions where people can donate 
goods to assist local veterans 
and their families.
	 This year, the McHenry 
Health Department is joining 
forces with the Lake County 
Health Department to make 
Operation Dropbox bigger 
and better than ever! All 

goods collected during the 
May drive will be delivered 
to Veterans Path to Hope, in 
McHenry County, and to the 
Lake County Veterans and 
Family Services Foundation, 
in Lake County.
	 The deadline to sign up is 
Friday, April 4. Sign up can be 
accessed through the a site for 
each county.  McHenry Coun-
ty: redcap.dph.illinois.gov/
surveys/?s=F9JXHX9X4TK-
DEJRR
Lake County: https://lchd.
iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_0BPdmUnASP2Y28u
	 Last year, McHenry Coun-
ty collected more than 8,000 
pounds of donations through a 
record 80 drop sites, support-
ing more than 3,000 county 
veterans. The hope is to top 
the records again this year!

Vietnam War 
Veterans Day 
ceremony being 
held Saturday
	 McHenry County will 
come together with area 
veterans’ groups to honor 
and share the stories of 
those who served during 
the Vietnam War. 
	 The event, open and 
free to the public, will 
take place from 9 to 11 
a.m. Saturday, March 
29, at the Vietnam War 
memorial outside the 
front entrance of the 
County Government 
Administration Building, 
667 Ware Road, 
Woodstock. The McHenry 
County Veterans 
Assistance Commission 
is hosting the event in 
partnership American 
Legion Post 412 in 
Woodstock, and Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 
5040 in McHenry. 
	 The ceremony will 
include remarks from 
local veterans and 
officials, a tribute to the 
men and women who 
served, and a moment 

of reflection for the 
sacrifices they made. 
Also, a plaque will be 
dedicated to the late 
Joe Kersten, a Vietnam 
veteran and longtime 
VAC chairman who died 
in 2023. 
	 Congress designated 
March 29 as Vietnam 
War Veterans Day to 
honor the more than 2.7 
million American men 
and women who served 
in Vietnam; the date was 
chosen on account of 
being the anniversary of 
the 1973 withdrawal of 
the last American combat 
soldier. More than 58,000 
soldiers, sailors, airmen 
and Marines died during 
the war, with another 
1,200 still counted as 
missing. 
	 For more information 
regarding the event, 
contact the VAC at 815-
334-4229, and visit 
its Facebook page for 
updates.

	 McHenry County Conser-
vation District to host its an-
nual Earth Day Celebration 
on Saturday, April 19 from 
noon – 4:00 p.m. at Prairiev-
iew Education Center, 2112 
Behan Road, Crystal Lake. 
Visitors can participate in 
earth-friendly activities and 
crafts, enjoy live music, help 
restoration efforts by plant-
ing native plugs, take a guid-
ed hike, view a puppet show 
and more. For those looking 

to relax, bring a blanket and a 
lunch from two food truck op-
tions for a picnic with views 
of the prairie. The Environ-
mental Defenders of McHen-
ry County will be on-site to 
accept household recycling 
and composting.
	 This is a  free  event for 
all ages with no registration 
required. Co-sponsored by the 
Environmental Defenders of 
McHenry County. Learn more 
at MCCD.me/EarthDay.

Conservation District hosting 
Earth Day Celebration April 19
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E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to: news@hi-liter.com

BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade stands, 
school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE,

southernlakesnewspapers.com

This is your 
chance to 

promote your 
organization 

or special 
event! 

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER.

376286

submitted photo Hi-Liter/MCN

Pet of the week
	 Vortimer, is about 9 years old, neutered, up-to-
date on routine shots, tested negative for FIV, feline 
leukemia and heartworm and microchipped. 
	 While walk-ins are welcome, adoptions are by 
appointments only to ensure we have the staff 
available to help adopters. For information and/
or to complete an online application, please visit 
www.saveapetil.org/adopt.

From live princesses to pythons, Volo 
Museum’s week-long spring break 

staycation event is even more interactive
	 Many people are looking for 
options during spring break that 
won’t “spring break” the bank. From 
Saturday, March 22 thru Sunday, 
March 30, Volo Museum is allowing 
kids ages 12 and younger free 
admission to the museum and their 
animatronic dinosaur park, including a 
major costumed event and a full week 
of live, interactive, reptile shows.
	 The event kicked off on March 
22 with one of Volo Museum’s 
most popular events, Princess and 
Superhero Day. They partner with 
Costumers With a Cause, a non profit 
organization providing sometimes up 
to 50 elaborately-costumed volunteers 
ranging from Disney Princesses and 
Marvel Superheroes to Ghostbusters 
and Super Mario Bros characters. 
They all spend the day scattered 
throughout the museum, interacting 
and having fun with kids of all ages. 
	 “This is one of our favorite events 
of the year,” said board member Jen 
Greeley. She continued, “In exchange 
for our volunteering efforts, the 
museum will donate a portion of their 
proceeds towards our cause. This year 

the funds will benefit The American 
Federation for Suicide Prevention.” 
	 Jurassic Gardens partnered with 
Scale World Order to also announce 
the grand opening of a new permanent 
live reptile exhibit, included with 
regular admission. For the duration of 
the spring break event, team members 
from SWO will be hosting live, 
interactive reptile shows. 
	 “As a dad of young kids I know 
that entertaining your kids gets pricey 
quickly, and we wanted to offer an 
affordable option that would provide 
several days of fun over spring break,” 
said Jim Wojdyla, marketing director 
for the museum located at 27582 
Volo Village Road, in Volo. He added 
“We realize that some kids have off 
different weeks off for spring break, 
which is why we wanted to add two 
full weekends to the promotion.”
	 Volo Museum is almost finished 
with a five-year, multi-million 
dollar, museum makeover and this 
adding many new exhibits and 
attractions. Many improvements and 
enhancements have been made to 
just about every building and area on 

their 75 acre property, making spring 
break a great time to see all that has 
changed. 
	 Platinum passes — $49.90 
for adults — permits entry to all 
attractions, including the indoor 
Jurassic Gardens animatronic dinosaur 
park, for two consecutive days, 
plus single-day entry to the Titanic 
exhibit and the Crime & Punishment 
sideshow. Gold passes — $34.95 for 
adults —  include all-day access to the 
museum and Jurassic Gardens for two 
consecutive days.
	 The Volo Museum is open 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily; closed on Easter 
Sunday. Regular museum admission 
is $22.95 per adult, $20.95 per senior 
or military, $12.95 for children 
ages 5 to 12 and free for children 4 
and younger. Separate, single-day 
admission to the Jurassic Gardens 
dinosaur park is $16.95 each; free for 
children 4 and younger. Members are 
admitted free.
	 For other details, visit volofun.com 
find Volo Museum on social media, or 
call 815-385-3644.

john guske photos Hi-Liter/MCN

	 Scale World Order will now have a permanent live retile exhibit at Jurassic Gardens and will be offering a 
liver reptile show throughout the Spring Break Staycation event from March 22 - 30. The show is free for kids 
12 and under and free with paid admission for adults. For more information visit volofun.com.

Wetlands and Waterfowl 
Walk
	 Saturday, April 5, 8-10:30 
a.m., Lost Valley Visitor 
Center, Glacial Park, Ring-
wood.  
	 Enjoy a spring walk with 
volunteer bird enthusiast 
Dave Miller and explore var-
ious locations within Glacial 
Park in search of migrating 
waterfowl and other birds! 
Ages 14+.

Wandering Writers: 
Spring into National 
Poetry Month
	 Saturday, April 5, 1-3 
p.m., Prairieview Education 
Center, Crystal Lake. 
	 Kick off National Poetry 
Month by taking an inspira-
tional hike where we identify 
various species of flora and 
fauna and learn a few natural 
history tidbits that might be 
useful as we wordsmith our 
creative works. Ages 14+.

Introduction to 
Volunteering
	 Saturday, April 12, 10-
11:30 a.m., Lost Valley Vis-
itor Center, Glacial Park, 
Ringwood.
	 Learn everything you 
need to know to get started 
volunteering with the Dis-
trict during this introduc-
tory meeting. Meet District 
volunteer liaisons and learn 
about the many ways you 
can volunteer, including 
habitat restoration, educa-
tion, public safety, local his-
tory and more! Ages 18+.

Wonders of Wildflowers
	 Saturday, April 12, 10-
11:30 a.m., Coral Woods 
Conservation Area, Marengo.
	 Looking for the perfect 
location for a short hike in 
the woods to see spring wild-
flowers? Look no further than 
Coral Woods. Explore trails 
and play games to re-enforce 
lessons on flower life cycles 
and pollination. Children 
outside the age range are 
welcome, but please note that 
the content will be geared for 
preschool and kindergarten 
only.Ages 2-6.

Full Moon Hike and 
Campfire
	 Saturday, April 12, 7:30-9 
p.m., Prairieview Education 
Center, Crystal Lake.
	 Join us for a full moon 
hike through the prairie as 
you discover full moon sto-
ries from cultures around 
the world. Leave your flash-
lights at home and let the 
moon light the way. End the 

night with a cozy campfire 
and comradery.

Norman and George 
Powers
	 Sunday, April 13, noon – 4 
p.m., Powers-Walker House, 
Glacial Park, Ringwood.
	 Come explore this 
Greek Revival 1854 re-
stored house and learn 
more about the resident 
families that called this 
area home. April’s pro-
gram centers around the 
Powers family and hon-
oring their two sons’ mil-
itary service in the Civil 
War. 
	 This is an all ages, free 
special event and registra-
tion is not required. Chil-
dren ages 13 and under 
must be accompanied by 
an adult. 

Basecamp Basics: 
Outdoor Cooking
	 Thursday, April 17, 6:30-
8 p.m., Prairieview Educa-
tion Center, Crystal Lake. 
	 Want to learn some basic 
camping skills like how to 
cook outdoors? This pro-
gram is part of a series that 
focuses on teaching adults 
camping skills, with activ-
ities and hands-on practice 
designed to get you com-
fortable with the camping 
basics. Ages 14+.

Conservation Egg Hunt
	 Saturday, April 19, 10-11 
a.m., Prairieview Education 
Center, Crystal Lake. 
	 Embark on a short hike 
that leads you to various bird 
habitats where you search 
for the “eggs” of local birds 
and win a prize! Bring the 
whole family and stay to cel-
ebrate Earth Day. Ages 13 
and under.

Earth Day Celebration
	 Saturday, April 19, noon-
4 p.m., Prairieview Educa-
tion Center, Crystal Lake. 
	 Join us to celebrate moth-
er earth at this free event! 
Visit various environmen-
tal-themed booths hosted 
by partner organizations, 
participate in earth-friendly 
activities and crafts, grab 
lunch at one of our visiting 
food trucks and enjoy live 
music and puppet shows! All 
ages, free/drop-in event.

	 For more information 
or to sign up for programs 
please visit the McHenry 
County Conservation Dis-
trict website at MCCDis-
trict.org.

MCCD events

Native 
shrub and 
tree sale 
orders due 
by April 5
	 The Friends of Volo Bog 
are taking orders for their Na-
tive Shrub and Tree Sale now 
through Saturday, April 5. 
	 Order forms can be found 
online at www.Friend-
sofVoloBog.org. Order early 
as supplies are limited. 
	 Pickup will be on April 
12 from 9 a.m. to noon at the 
Volo Bog State Natural Area 
parking lot behind the visitor 
center. Plants will be tagged 
for you. 
	 Volo Bog SNA is located 
at 28478 W. Brandenburg 
Road, Ingleside. 
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**Prices do not include tax, title, license and service fee. Dealership is not responsible for printing errors. Please see dealership for details. Sale ends 4/1/2025.

469653

OVER 180
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES!

2014 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LTD.

$13,748

PI6474A

2022 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE

$12,990

P16654

2021 NISSAN VERSA SV

$13,990

P16543

2021 VW ATLAS SE
$26,290

P16597

2023 CHEVY EQUINOX LT

$21,890

PB16572

2023 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER LT

$23,890

K250289A

2017 CHEVY IMPALA LT

$14,690

P250294A

2019 CHEVY EQUINOX PREMIER

$21,890

P16604

2023 CHEVY SILVERADO RST

$48,490

P16602

2023 FORD F-150 LARIAT

$50,788

P16582

2024 CHEVY TRAX 2RS

$25,488

P16735

2022 MERCEDES-BENZ GLE350

$43,790

250245A

2021 CHEVY SILVERADO LT

$42,890

P16603

2019 BUICK ENCORE PREFERRED

$15,490

250278B

2022 CHRYSLER VOYAGER LX

$21,490

P16659

2021 GMC SIERRA ELEVATION

$42,590

P16565

2020 CHEVY SILVERADO LT

$24,790

250357A

2022 CHEVY MALIBU LT

$14,990

P16617

2020 BUICK ENCORE PREFERRED

$15,990

F240628B

2019 CHEVY EQUINOX LT

$15,490

P16500A

2021 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER LT

$21,490

P16683

2024 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LT

$45,690

250428A

2023 GMC YUKON XL DIESEL

$68,691

P16722

2017 CHEVY SILVERADO LT

$26,990

240889A

2024 CHEVY EQUINOX RS

$28,890

P16593

2022 CHEVY MALIBU LT

$16,690

P16616

2024 BUICK ENVISTA SPORT TOURING

$26,390

P16687

2023 FORD F-150 XLT
$36,890

P16481

2018 CHEVY SILVERADO LT 
$29,790

250395A

2022 CHEVY EXPRESS 250 WORK VAN

$29,290

P16614

Patrick Lynch Jim Olsson Chris Kahlmorgan Craig Roffers Pete Manos Thomas Gier Alec Thatcher Isaac Thiel Graham Robson

Tanner Asplund Bryan Wangnoss Bob Christensen Nick Kramer Bob Labadie Jeff Mucks Khara Kosinski Alfredo Morales Donna JanzTyler Swanson

Geoff Eckhardt

   THESE DEALS ARE
A SLAM DUNK!
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Court & crime news

433966

REAL NEWS

Digital Subscription is available for this newspaper for 
FREE!

Just go to southernlakesnewspapers.com!

Click on “SUBSCRIBE” in the menu bar at the top of the page, 
then click “e-editions” to choose your newspaper!

Start your electronic subscription today!

is in
THE NEWSPAPER!

Sheriff’s 911 emergency telecommunicators work 
to rescue woman being battered, restrained
	 Lake County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Emergency 911 Telecom-
municators worked diligently 
to rescue the victim of a domes-
tic battery, who was being held 
against her will. 
	 On March 
18, at approx-
imately 12:30 
a.m., the 
Lake County 
Sheriff’s Of-
fice 911 Tele-
communica-
tions Center 
received a 
wireless 911 
call from a frantic woman who 
was inside a car with a violent 
man, Hector O. Cortes Del Rio, 
26, of the 38500 block of North 
Sheridan Road, Beach Park.
	 It was very clear to sheriff’s 
telecommunicators that the 
woman was scared, and a loud 
argument was ensuing. Sher-
iff’s telecommunicators uti-
lized state-of-the-art equipment 
to track the location of the 911 
caller, and learned she was call-
ing from the area of Route 45 
and Center Street in Grayslake. 
Sheriff’s telecommunicators 
could tell the cellular phone 

appeared to be moving south-
bound in a vehicle. While the 
911 call-taker was on the phone 
with the victim obtaining as 
much information as possible, 
other 911 telecommunicators 
were dispatching deputies and 
notifying local police depart-
ments of the situation. 
	 The phone the victim was 
using disconnected and the 911 
call-taker called back multiple 
times, until he was able to rees-
tablish contact with the victim. 
The 911 call-taker heard Cortes 
Del Rio screaming at the wom-
an, the woman was frantic, 
pleading with the man to stop 
driving so recklessly, and the 
call again disconnected.
	 Another sheriff’s telecom-
municator researched who the 
cellular phone belonged to and 
located the victim’s informa-
tion. Sheriff’s telecommunica-
tors called the local police de-
partment where the victim lives 
and asked them to go to the 
victim’s home. This allowed 
additional information to be 
gathered including the type of 
car the victim was in. Addition-
ally, a relative told the local po-
lice department that the victim 

was being held against her will. 
	 Sheriff’s telecommunicators 
were able to reestablish com-
munications with the victim 
and could hear her crying and 
shouting for the man to stop 
the car. Sheriff’s telecommu-
nicators were able to determine 
the victim was now in Buffalo 
Grove, and they alerted Buffalo 
Grove Police and Cook County 
agencies of the situation, while 
updating responding sheriff’s 
deputies. 
	 A Buffalo Grove Police Of-
ficer located the vehicle and 
conducted a traffic stop, where 
the victim was able to free her-
self from the vehicle and run to 
the police officers. 
	 Sheriff’s deputies arrived 
and saw the woman had inju-
ries to her face and body. The 
woman told sheriff’s deputies 
that Cortes Del Rio battered 
her while they were driving, 
and he held her against her will. 
The woman declined medi-
cal treatment and was given a 
ride home. It was determined 
the victim and Cortes Del Rio 
are acquaintances and initially 
agreed to spend time together 
that night, until Cortes Del Rio 

became violent. 
	 Sheriff’s deputies reviewed 
the incident with the Lake 
County State’s Attorney’s Of-
fice who approved the follow-
ing charges against Cortes Del 
Rio: Unlawful Restraint (class 
4 felony), Two Counts of Do-
mestic Battery (class A misde-
meanors), and Interfering with 
the Reporting of Domestic Vi-
olence (class A misdemeanor).
	 Sheriff John D. Idleburg 
said, “We are so fortunate to 
have incredibly profession-
al and dedicated sheriff’s 911 
emergency telecommunica-
tors serving Lake County. 
With their vast knowledge of 
the entire county, utilization 
of best practices, and the care 
they have for our communi-
ty, our telecommunicators are 
consistently the calm behind 
the phone for people in some 
of their worst moments. In this 
case, they did an incredible job 
working to stay with the caller 
and figure out her location, en-
suring she was safely rescued.”
	 Cortes Del Rio was held in 
the Lake County Jail pending a 
first court appearance. 

Two vehicle traffic crash 
under investigation
	 An 89-year-old Woodbury, 
Minnesota woman was pro-
nounced deceased following 
a two-vehicle crash in the 
17100 block of Illinois Route 
176 near Union. 
	 On Sunday, March 16 at 
about 9:25 a.m. members of 
the McHenry County Sher-
iff’s Office, Marengo Po-
lice Department, and rescue 
departments from Harvard, 
Crystal Lake, Woodstock, 
Huntley, Union, and Maren-
go responded to a two-vehi-
cle head-on crash on Illinois 
Route 176 to the east of North 
Union Road.  
	 Preliminary investigation 
indicates that a 2007 Kia 
Sportage, driven by a 40-year-
old Marengo man, was trav-
eling eastbound on Illinois 
Route 176 and a 2016 Mazda 
CX-5, driven by a 64-year-old 
Crystal Lake man, was trav-
eling westbound on Illinois 
Route 176. The vehicles were 
involved in a head-on crash 
with both vehicles remaining 
on the highway. 
	 Four people were injured, 

and one person was pro-
nounced dead as a result of the 
crash. The driver of the Mazda 
was transported to Northwest-
ern Hospital Huntley in critical 
condition. A 64-year-old Crys-
tal Lake woman, a passenger 
in the Mazda, was transport-
ed to Northwestern Hospital 
McHenry in stable condition. 
An 89-year-old woman, a pas-
senger in the Mazda, was tak-
en to Northwestern Hospital 
Huntley and later pronounced 
dead. The driver of the Kia 
refused treatment on scene. A 
17-year-old Marengo juvenile 
passenger in the Kia was trans-
ported to Mercyhealth Hospi-
tal Crystal Lake in good con-
dition. A 37-year-old Marengo 
man was transported to North-
western Hospital Huntley in 
good condition. 
	 Weather is believed to have 
been a factor for the crash. 
All but one of the victims 
were seat belted at the time 
of crash. The investigation 
is ongoing by the McHenry 
County Sheriff’s Office Ma-
jor Traffic Crash Investigation 
Unit and the McHenry Coun-
ty Coroner’s Office.

Hector Cortes 
Del Rio

‘Right to Play’ bill that would affect high 
school athletes advances in House

Bill would allow students to compete on school and nonschool teams simultaneously
By Peter Hancock
Capitol news Illinois
	 A House committee advanced a bill 
March 12 that would give high school 
student athletes the right to participate in 
both school-sponsored teams and non-
school teams in the same sport at the 
same time, despite concerns that such 
a policy could create friction between 
coaches and jeopardize students’ safety.
House Bill 3037 would create the “Right 
to Play Act” in Illinois and override ex-
isting rules of the Illinois High School 
Association, which sets eligibility rules 
for student athletes and strictly regulates 
their ability to participate in nonschool 
programs.
	 Those rules generally prohibit stu-
dents who participate on a school team 
from also participating on a nonschool 
team in the same sport during the high 
school sport’s season.
	 IHSA Executive Director Craig Ander-
son said in an interview that currently stu-
dents may participate in as many as three 
outside contests or tournaments during the 
season, but only if those events are sanc-
tioned by the sport’s national governing 
body and the student receives permission 
from both their school and IHSA.
	 Rep. Janet Yang-Rohr, D-Naperville, 
the lead sponsor of the bill, told the 
committee that the rules have resulted in 

students being disqualified from compe-
tition over seemingly minor infractions.
	 “We have cross country runners who 
are running a charity race during the 
cross country season. IHSA found out 
and disqualified that runner for the rest 
of the season,” she told the House Ed-
ucation Policy Committee. “We have 
members of a high school pom squad in 
Will County. Members of that pom squad 
went to a dance competition, and IHSA 
found out and disqualified those dancers 
for the rest of the season.”
	 Libby Magnone, a junior at Carm-
el Catholic High School in Mundelein 
told lawmakers that during her first two 
years of high school she was prohibited 
under IHSA rules from playing soccer 
at her school because she also played in 
the Girls Academy League, a program 
that sponsors tournaments that are eyed 
closely by college recruiters.
	 “The best soccer players across the 
state have to choose between having to 
forgo showcasing their talents to college 
coaches that recruit from these tourna-
ments, or sitting out their high school 
season,” she said. “Issues like these dis-
proportionately affect girls and young 
women because unlike football or bas-
ketball, college coaches and scouts rarely 
go to high school events.”
	 But Rep. Katie Stuart, D-Edwards-

ville, who serves on the committee, said 
the rules restricting participation on mul-
tiple programs exist for several reasons, 
including protecting the health and safety 
of student athletes.
	 “If there’s a kid in a concussion proto-
col, if there was an event that happened, 
maybe in a soccer game with one team 
or the other, I don’t know that that coach 
has to communicate with the other coach 
to make sure that the kid is rested,” she 
said. “And so I just have issues with that 
overlap.”
	 Stuart said the policy change could 
also create friction between coaches, and 
put the students and their families in awk-
ward positions, if both teams have games 
or activities scheduled on the same day.
	 “They’re in a spot,” she said. “Their 
high school coach says, ‘If you don’t go 
to practice, you’re not playing the next 10 
games,’ or whatever the typical thing is. 
And then you have a traveling coach who 
says, ‘Well, if you don’t show up for our 
practice, then you’re not playing.’ And 
then the kid has to choose. ‘Which one 
do I not have an opportunity in?’ I think 
you’re going to have a lot of issues with 
that.”
	 The bill passed out of the Education 
Policy Committee on a 12-0 vote, with 
Stuart voting “present.” The measure will 
go next to the full House for consideration.

	 Taking a quick online 
survey can help ensure that 
McHenry County receives 
its fair share of more than $1 
billion in funds to improve 
broadband access for resi-
dents and businesses. 
	 The survey, which can 
be found at https://go.illi-
nois.edu/ConnectMcHen-
ryCounty, only takes five 
to ten minutes to complete, 
and asks about your provid-
er, the number of devices in 
your home or business that 
rely on internet access, and 
your upload and download 
speeds. The survey includes 
taking an internet speed test, 
so it should be taken from 
the home or business inter-
net connection that you use; 
please connect to your inter-
net router (i.e. Wi-Fi) to take 
the survey. 
	 Completing the survey 
will help provide informa-
tion that the state will use 
to determine each county’s 
share of the $1.04 billion in 
federal broadband internet 

funding that has been allo-
cated to Illinois. 
	 “Reliable access to high-
speed internet is vital to 
McHenry County. It affects 
everything – education, the 
economy, health care, you 
name it,” County Board 
Chairman Mike Buehler, 
R-Crystal Lake, said. “We 
urge everyone to spare a few 
minutes to take this survey 
to help secure federal fund-
ing to make sure that our 
residents, schools, libraries, 
schools, job creators and 
more have dependable and 
fast internet.” 
	 Residents have until Fri-
day, April 4 to complete the 
survey. For questions, please 
call 815-334-4818, or email 
broadband@mchenrycoun-
tyil.gov. A paper copy of the 
survey can be obtained at the 
county’s Administration or 
Procurement offices, locat-
ed at the County Adminis-
tration Building, 667 Ware 
Road, Woodstock. 
	 Ensuring that the entire 
county has high speed inter-
net access, especially rural 
and underserved areas, is 
one of the many priorities 
set in the McHenry Coun-
ty Strategic Plan. You can 
review the plan, and the 
county’s progress toward 
its goals, by visiting https://
www.mchenrycountyil.gov/
county-government/strate 
gic-plan.

Deadline approaching 
for taking online survey 
to help secure county 
broadband funding

468869

March 29 & 30, 2025
Sat 10-5 Sun 10-3

Harlem High School
9229 N. Alpine Rd.
Machesney Park, IL

DOOR PRIZES

42,000 SQ FT
OF FAMILY FUN

NEW & USED SALES
OPERATING LAYOUTS

ONLY $5.00 CASH
KIDS FREE
FREE PARKING

ROCK RIVER VALLEY
TRAIN SHOW

Clip and Bring this Ad for Special Door Prize Ticket. Must be present to Win.



HI-LITER / MCN  •  march 26-APRIL 1, 2025  •  7

FOR RENT

HELP WANTED
for sale

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES OFFERED

REAL ESTATE

    Classifieds

Lake County Sheriff’s arrest bulletin

Automobiles
2001 FORD MUSTANG CON-
VERTIBLE Blk on Brn, 90K 
miles, new tires, new brakes, 
mechanically sound throughout, 
minor scratches on body, leath-
er seats, V-6 engine, premium 
sound system and ice-cold A/C 
and hot heat. $6000. call 262-
496-5739.

2010 CADILLAC DTS Mint con-
dition inside & out. No issues,just 
turned 140,000 miles. Asking 
$6,800. 262-742-4333.

2016 VW PASSAT SE Excel-

lent cond, inside & out, no rust, 

remote start, tinted windows, 

newer Michelin tires. 2nd owner.

Well maintained. Dave @ 262-

325-2457.

Boats
2003 ALUMACRAFT 175 TRO-

PHY W/ Trailer. 90 HP, 9.9HP & 

equip. 815-389-2480.

Campers and RVs
2016 FLEETWOOD TERRA 34B 
MOTOR HOME 35’ 27,000 Miles 
3 Slideouts 2 New WI-FI TV’s 
5.5k Generator.  $79,000 262-
206-4164.

2021 JAYCO JAYFLIGHT SLX 
264 Bunk house. In new condi-
tion. Loaded. NO SLIDE. Price to 
sell $18,500. Call 815-494-8309

WANTED: OLDER / VINTAGE 
CAMPER Trailer/RV & Older Golf 
Cart. Call or Text 262-903-7522.

Help Wanted
SEEKING SKILLED SIDING 
INSTALLERS Must know exteri-
or construction. Siding, trim and 
deck work. Full-time positions 
open. Reliable transport required. 
Pay based on skill level. Call Eric 
262-758-1528.

TODDS IN HOME CARE/KENO-
SHA Is seeking compassionate 
and dedicated individuals to join 
our team as In-Home caregivers 
in Salem & Burlington. In this role 
you will provide essential support 
and assistance to individuals with 
disabilities, seniors or adults in 
need of care. This is a rewarding 

opportunity to make a positive 

impact on the lives of others, 

to keep them at home. Starting 

wage $16.50. Please contact Al-

yssa at 262-705-5853.

Other Real Estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN 
ADS cannot be credited or re-
funded after the ad has been 
placed. Ads canceled before 
deadline will be removed from 
the paper as a service to our 
customers, but no credit or 
refund will be issued to your 
account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-

cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Collectibles
SET OF WALKING LIBERTY 
Half Dollars 1916-1947. $3,000. 
Firm.   262-248-0192 Bob Yopp.

Wanted to Buy

FIREARMS 1 piece or collection. 

Federally licensed dealer. Lake 

Geneva Antique Mall. 829 Wil-

liams St. Lake Geneva, Wi 262-

248-6345

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1949 CHEVY STYLELINE DE-
LUXE 2 Door, New engine, New 
tires, Clean interior. Runs Great! 
$6,995. Elkhorn Text only (708) 
785-2440.

Trucks & Trailers
1955 CHEVY PICK UP Peacock 
Blue, dry, New Mexico truck. 
Runs great. Stored in my heated 
Elkhorn garage. $19.975. (262) 
949-6997.

DATA ENTRY CLERK
 This individual will be inputting information from a variety of 
sources into documents as well as performing other clerical 
functions in our Creative Department. The 20-25 hour/week 
flexible position is available now. The successful Data Entry 
Clerk applicant will possess the following: 
 • High school diploma or equivalent
 • Data entry experience 
 • Knowledge of correct spelling, grammar and punctuation
 • Ability to be detail-oriented while working under a deadline
 • Good communication skills 

Knowledge of Adobe InDesign, Microsoft Word,  
Excel, and/or Filemaker Pro is a plus

Daytime hours (M,T,W,F) in our Delavan office
No nights or weekends

Please send a resume, questions or to request  
an interview time to Heidi Schulz at:

hschulz@southernlakesnewspapers.com

467288

GRAPHIC 
DESIGNER

Continued growth within our group of 
weekly newspapers and shoppers has 

caused the need for an additional graphic 
designer at our Delavan, Wis. facility. This 

position includes ad design, including 
web ads, and page design of our weekly 

publications. Part or full-time position 
available. Proficiency in Adobe InDesign 

and Photoshop necessary; prior newspaper 
experience preferred but not required. 

Daytime hours (M,T,W,F). No nights or weekends.
Email resume with salary requirements to 
hschulz@southernlakesnewspapers.com

467289

MCCD offers four sites 
stocked with trout this spring
	 The Illinois spring trout 
season opens Saturday, April 
5 and the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
and McHenry County Conser-
vation District have stocked 
trout at four different conser-
vation areas including Beck’s 
Woods (5940 North Pagles 
Rd, Chemung), Rush Creek 
(20501 McGuire Road, Har-
vard), Pleasant Valley (13315 
Pleasant Valley Road, Wood-
stock) and Fel-Pro RRR (1900 
Crystal Lake Road, Cary). 
Conservation areas are open 
sunrise to sunset. 
	 Roughly 1,950 rainbow 
trout will be stocked between 
the four locations. Anglers 
over the age of 16 must pos-
sess a valid Illinois fishing li-
cense and inland trout stamp. 
To purchase licenses and re-
view regulations, visit IDNR’s 
website at IFishIllinois.org. 
	 Unlike in past years, Lake 
Atwood at The Hollows Con-

servation Area will NOT be 
stocked with trout. Lake At-
wood is currently under con-
struction for exciting improve-
ments including a newly paved 
accessible trail encircling 
the lake, a second accessible 
fishing pier, an ADA kayak 
launch and more. These im-
provements were  made pos-
sible by an Open Space Lands 
Acquisition and Development 
(OSLAD) grant and a Boat 
Access Area Development 
(BAAD) grant awarded by 
IDNR. Additional contri-
butions to the project were 
made by McHenry County 
Conservation Foundation do-
nors. The site will reopen in 
June and more information 
on these improvements can be 
found at MCCD.me/LakeAt-
woodImprovements. 
	 For more information and a 
map of the trout stocking loca-
tions, please visit our website 
at MCCD.me/Fish. 

Other for Rent
RURAL, UPPER 2 BDRM APT. 
$900 mo. + utilities. Richmond, 
WI. (262) 903-7090.

Elderly Care
SUNSET SENIOR SERVICES 
LLC In Home Elder and Disabled 
Care. Personal, Supportive, Re-
spite Care. Now Serving Wal-
worth, Waukesha and Racine 
Counties. www.SunsetSenior-
ServicesLLC.com 262-475-4304

Home 
Improvement

RESIDENTIAL GARAGE DOOR 
Installation & Repair.  224-321-
0012.

Pet Services
GERMAN SHEPHERD PUP-

PIES For Sale! Large Bone Rich 

Black & Red Puppies Available to 

Show, Working and Pet Homes. 

Hips and Health Guarantee in 

Writing. Family Raised in the 

Home. Kid friendly social pups. 

Excellent Health and Tempera-

ment . Puppies are highly train-

able! Experienced breeder for 

over 30 years! www.PolicePups.

com

Applications open to join Board of Trustees 
for McHenry County Conservation District
	 McHenry County residents who 
have a passion to protect and preserve 
the natural communities of McHenry 
County and a desire to serve the 
public are encouraged to submit an 
application to become a McHenry 
County Conservation District Trustee.
	 The McHenry County 
Conservation District’s Board of 
Trustees is comprised of seven (7) 
members. Each year, McHenry 
County Conservation District Board 
of Trustees welcomes one to two 
new trustees who serve for five years 
under the Conservation District Act. 
Conservation District Trustees serve 
without compensation in a non-
partisan role and work to develop 
long-range plans, establish policy and 
chart a strategic course and direction 
for the preservation of education 
and recreational use of the county’s 
public natural and cultural resources. 
Trustees arrive with the desire to 

serve the taxpayers and a passion to 
protect and preserve the flora and 
fauna entrusted to the Conservation 
District by the citizens of McHenry 
County.
	 Interested candidates should 
submit a completed online 
application by Tuesday, April 15, 
2025. Interviews will be conducted by 
the County’s Planning, Environment 
and Development Committee Meeting 
on May 6, 2025, beginning at 8:30 
a.m. Trustees are appointed by the 
County Board Chairman, with the 
approval of the County Board. The 
selected trustee will serve a 5-year 
term beginning July 1, 2025, and 
expiring June 30, 2030.
	 As ambassadors to the public, 
board members must understand 
the laws and legal requirements 
of the District and resist political, 
personal and special interest 
pressures. By regularly attending 

board and committee meetings and 
being prepared for these meetings, 
board members actively participate 
in discussions and act in a manner 
that best represents the citizens they 
serve. Conservation District Board 
members serve as guardians of 
public funds and are entrusted to be 
good stewards and make wise use of 
taxpayer resources.
	 Trustees are required to: be 
a resident of McHenry County, 
be a registered voter and have 
a demonstrated interest in the 
District. In addition, trustees cannot 
hold any other political office 
and/ or be officers of a political 
party. Trustees’ backgrounds have 
included environmental initiatives, 
development, law, education, finance 
and agriculture.
	 For more information visit the 
Conservation District’s website at 
MCCD.me/BOT.

	 The Lake County Sheriff’s 
Dept. reported the following ar-
rests in Lake County. Suspects 
are considered innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.
Feb. 9
	 Michael J. Fischer, 49, Fox 
Lake, was cited for a warrant 

arrest: unlawful possession of 
a controlled substance;
	 Robert J. Gerstner, 49, Fox 
Lake, was cited for a warrant 
arrest: aggravated battery. 
Feb. 10
	  Jacqari K. Taylor, 28, 
Zion, was cited for a warrant 

arrest: driving while license 
suspended;
	 Kyle J. Emerick, 37, Ver-
non Hills, was cited for un-
lawful possession of drug par-
aphernalia;
	 Anthony Tripol, 34, Volo, 
was cited for domestic battery;

	 Albert Kurth, 25, Antioch, 
was cited for aggravated bat-
tery to a peace officer, disor-
derly conduct and resisting a 
peace officer;
Feb. 11
	 Jesus Ramirez, 30, An-
tioch, was cited for a warrant 

arrest: driving while license 
suspended;
	 Cherrish S. Riggins, 33, 
Round Lake, was cited for 
a warrant arrest: aggravated 
DUI;
	 Angel N. Pineda, 52, Ingle-
side, was cited for a warrant 

arrest: unlawful possession of 
a controlled substance;
Feb. 13
	 Katherine Y. Swopes, 55, 
Waukegan, was cited for a 
warrant arrest: failure to reg-
ister as a violent offender 
against youth.
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SAVE UP TO 
$400 OFF

Adjustable Bases!
Great for watching TV or reading in bed
Reduces snoring & acid reflux effects

Alleviates lower back, knee & leg pain | Aids in circulation

v7 PLUSH
1-Sided No Flip Starting at

QUEEN SET

$2099
TWIN SET  $1399   FULL SET $1949   KING SET $2699

v5 FIRM
1-Sided No Flip Starting at

QUEEN SET

$1599
TWIN SET $1049   FULL SET $1349   KING SET $1999

v3 PLUSH
1-Sided No Flip Set Starting at

QUEEN SET

$999
TWIN SET $749   FULL SET $899   KING SET $1399

We use mismatched or 
discontinued fabrics to 

cover your high-quality Verlo 
mattress. Put a sheet on it, 

and the only difference you’ll 
notice is the price.

WHY MISMATCH?

HURRY!WHILESUPPLIESLAST!

BRING IN
THIS COUPON

10% 
OFF
All Mismatch 
Mattresses & 
Boxsprings

SAVE

*On set purchase with factory 
select covers. Not applicable
on previous purchases. One 

coupon per set purchase. See 
store for details.

SAVE
$150
w/coupon

up 
to

SAVE
$280
w/coupon

up 
to

SAVE
$360
w/coupon

up 
to

TWIN
MATTRESS

Starting at

$199 
QUEEN

MATTRESS
Starting at

$259

BEST
SALE

OF THE

YEAR

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

 See store for details.

McHENRY
3710 West Elm St.

815.578.8375

CRYSTAL LAKE
5150 Northwest Hwy

815.455.2570

LAKE GENEVA
2462 Hwy 120
 262.249.0420

1-866-99-VERLO (866-998-3756) • verlo.com

–OR–
20% OFF 2 ITEMS

30% OFF
3+ ITEMS

On accessory bundles.

BUY MORE $AVE MORE Mattress Protectors | Headboards | Pillows

451479
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