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By Ben Szalinski
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Are cellphones a useful
tool or a distraction in the
classroom? According to Gov.
JB Pritzker, they’re a distrac-
tion, and he has proposed ban-
ning them during classroom
instruction.

Pritzker  proposed leg-
islation during his State of
the State speech in February
that would call for banning
cellphones during classroom
learning time. However, his
proposal would not ban cell-
phones in school entirely,
meaning students may still
be allowed to use their devic-
es between classes. Private
schools would not be included
in the ban.

“In  conversations  with

educators from around the
state, there is one thing most
commonly cited as an imped-
iment to classroom learning:
cellphones,” Pritzker said at a
news conference last week in
Champaign.

Some of Illinois’ largest
school districts already have
adopted their own limits on
cellphones in their class-
rooms, including Springfield,
Peoria and Champaign.

“We want our students’
phones turned off so their
minds can be fully engaged
in learning,” Champaign Unit
4 School District Superinten-
dent Sheila Boozer said.

The Champaign district
implemented cellphone limits
beginning last fall and said
the response from parents and

HI-LITER /MCN ¢ MARCH 12-18, 2025 * 2

Pritzker wants lllinois to be latest
state to ban cellphones in classroom

teachers has been positive.
“Since every student is
provided with a Chromebook
for schoolwork, a cellphone is
not really necessary for their
learning,” Boozer said.
Schools would be required
to come up with their own
guidelines for securely storing
the phones during instruction-
al time. Pritzker’s plan would
also prohibit students from
being fined or punished by a
law enforcement officer for
violating a no-cellphone pol-
icy.
“Study after study has
demonstrated the benefits of a
ban in classroom use of cell-
phones, not just on student
performance but on overall
health and well-being,” Pritz-
ker said. “Bullying goes down

while grade point averages
and Advanced Placement test
scores goes up.”

Pritzker’s proposal would
include several exemptions
to such a ban, including in the
event of an emergency, when
a teacher allows students to
use wireless devices for ed-
ucational purposes or when
a doctor requires a student to
have or use their phone for
medical reasons.

At some recent school
shootings, such as in Uvalde,
Texas, students made critical
911 calls. Rep. Patrick Shee-
han, R-Lockport, who is a
Plainfield police officer, told
Capitol News Illinois its im-
portant students can access a
cellphone in emergencies.

“The kids having these

Limits already are in place in some lllinois school districts

devices to be able to call 911
dispatch so that they can get
to the police officers, it cuts
down on the response time
and completely saves lives,”
Sheehan said.

Sheehan said it’s import-
ant students have a distrac-
tion-free environment, but he
cautioned against schools en-
acting a policy that could lock
phones away from students.

“Taking away the cell-
phones and putting them in
some sort of lock or away
from the student, as a parent
I don’t like it,” Sheehan said.
“And as a police officer, I
definitely don’t like it.”

Eight states enacted some
type of limit on cellphones in
schools last year, Stateline re-
ported last month. This year,

Illinois is one of 13 states
where legislation has been
proposed to limit cellphones
in schools.

A 2023 Pew Research
poll of public school teach-
ers found 72 percent of high
school educators believe cell-
phone distractions are a “ma-
jor problem” in their class-
room. But 60 percent of high
schools teachers said it is also
difficult to enforce cellphone
policies.

Bans on cellphones during
class time are generally popu-
lar among U.S. adults. While
53 percent do not support
banning phones in schools
for the entire day, 68 percent
support banning them during
class, according to a 2024
Pew poll.

Trump administration ends reimbursements for llinois food programs

USDA funds are part of nearly $2 billion being withheld from lllinois, Pritzker says

By Ben Szalinski
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The Trump administration
has stopped reimbursing Illi-
nois for a program designed
to help farmers and supply
fresh food to Illinois food
banks.

The Illinois Department
of Agriculture announced
last week that changes to
federal funding mean Illi-
nois is missing reimburse-
ments for costs for the Local
Food Purchase Assistance
Program, or LFPA, and can

no longer run the Resilient
Food Systems Infrastructure
Program, or RFSI.

The state agency said the
federal U.S. Department of
Agriculture has told states it
will not reimburse them for
any costs for the programs
dating back to when Trump
took office on Jan. 20.

LFPA, which funds the
Illinois-EATS program,
uses federal funding to buy
fresh products from farmers
at a fair market value, then
distributes the food to com-

e -

munities via food pantries
and other similar programs
designed to help people in
need for no additional cost.
All the food produced as part
of Illinois’ program comes
from socially disadvantaged
farmers, including those the
federal government defines
as “new farmers.”

More than 170 farmers
have supplied food to 883
locations in Illinois through
Illinois-EATS.

Brenda Stewart, a farm
owner in Pembroke Town-

Outdoor Badge

ship in Kankakee Coun-
ty, received grant funding
through the state. She told
Capitol News Illinois she is
most worried about the peo-
ple who depend on her farm
and the grant program to eat
healthy.

“We’re still going to grow
our food, we’re still going to
provide what we can to our
community, but not on the
scale if they were able to re-
ceive,” Stewart said.

Pembroke Township has
no grocery store and many
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Please patronize these businesses that support our local Girl Scouts

ACE HARDWARE
Route 59 & 173

Antioch

847-603-1844

www.laskowskiacehardware.com

EXPERIENCE AUTOMOTIVE, INC.
37517 N. Hwy. 59
Lake Villa

847-973-1900

POLSON’S NATURAL FOODS
847-395-0461

www.polsonsnatural.com

REALTY WORLD - TIFFANY
549 Lake Street
Antioch
847-395-1010
Serving lllinois and Wisconsin
www.realtyworld.us

residents are on food stamps,
Stewart said. She said IL-
EATS and her farm provide
many of the residents one of
their only avenues for fresh
and healthy food.

The USDA approved $43
million for Illinois to carry
out the program for several
years, but the state is still
missing $17.8 million, ac-
cording to the Illinois De-
partment of Agriculture. The
state and USDA announced
a partnership for the pro-
gram in 2022.

The state has also not re-
ceived $6.5 million for the
RFSI grant program. The
program is designed to im-
prove capacity for food pro-
cessors and distributors and
improve access to better dis-
tribution markets. The state
has established a grant pro-
gram based on funding from
the federal government and
was in the process of select-
ing winners.

There was no explana-
tion for why reimbursements
submitted after Jan. 19 were
stopped, according to the
state, and reimbursement
claims have been returned.

USDA did not return a re-
quest for comment.

“That program made the
difference, and I would say
to Elon Musk and President
Trump, this is saving lives.
This is teaching our babies
how to eat fresh vegetables
and how it helps their med-
ical conditions,” Stewart
said.

News that the two pro-
grams are on an indefinite
hold comes a week after
Gov. JB Pritzker and Illi-
nois’ Democratic members
of Congress sent a letter to

the White House Office of
Management and Budget
asking why the Trump ad-
ministration was withhold-
ing $1.9 billion from Illinois
state agencies, nonprofits
and businesses.

“These are federal funds
that were passed by Con-
gress, signed into law, and
promised to Illinois,” the
letter stated. “State agencies,
small businesses, nonprofit
organizations, and everyday
citizens across Illinois—in-
cluding in rural communi-
ties—are still having trouble
accessing allocated federal
funding.”

A federal judge issued
another ruling last week pro-
hibiting the Trump adminis-
tration from blocking distri-
bution of federal funding.

The end of funding for the
programs comes as Illinois
farmers face new tariffs im-
posed on three of the state’s
largest trading partners and
retaliatory tariffs against
American goods. Illinois
farmers exported nearly $14
billion of agricultural prod-
ucts in 2023, according to
the Illinois Farm Bureau.

“Illinois farmers’ prod-
ucts—from grains and feed,
corn, soybeans, ethanol,
beef, pork, and more—rely
on access to foreign markets
and will undoubtedly be im-
pacted by these new tariffs
either through increased
prices or decreased market
access,” Illinois Farm Bu-
reau President Brian Duncan
said in a statement. “This
uncertainty coupled with
an already struggling farm
economy has farmers wor-
ried as we head into planting
season.”

Richmond.

St. Patrick Celebration in
Richmond this Sunday

The Village of Richmond will host a St. Patrick
Celebration on Sunday, March 16 from 2-7 p.m., at
the The District at Memorial Hall, 10308 N. Main St.,

This free admission event will host: a local vendor
market, live Irish music & dance performances, kids
crafts, scavenger hunt, children’s story time, open air
photo booth, gift basket drawing, roaming leprechaun,
and food and drinks for purchase.

For a full schedule and event details visit www.
richmond-il.com or facebook.com/richmondil.

ROEPORPOHIORS
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A bounty of blockbusters.
Special star, genre and director
tribute weekends. Fabulously
fun events for dog lovers, thrill
seekers, holiday film enthusi-
asts and so much more.

Add to that discount spe-
cials, influencer family fun and
even charitable snacking op-
portunities — all on the iconic
outdoor theater grounds east of
McHenry — and you’ve got
big smiles (and a few screams)
on the horizon. And a not-too-
distant horizon at that.

For the second consecu-
tive spring, the theater at 1510
Chapel Hill Road will open far
earlier than in years past. This
season’s opening date is set
for Friday, March 21, with the
debut of Disney’s new “Snow
White,” a live-action adapta-
tion of the 1937 classic.

After that, the theater will
be open Fridays and Saturdays
until Memorial Day weekend,
when the seven-days-a-week
portion of the season starts,
said Joe Cicero, president of
marketing and promotions for
the theater.

Cicero said he could not be
more excited about all of the
special activities and collab-
orations he and theater owner
Scott Dehn are planning for

2025. Also especially exciting
is the movie outlook now that
a backlog created by the pan-
demic and writers’ and actors’
strikes is clearing, he said.

“It’s like a movie lovers’
dream,” Cicero said. “We’ve
got ‘A Minecraft Movie,” Mar-
vel’s ‘Thunderbolts*,’ the new,
live-action ‘Lilo & Stitch’ and
‘How to Train Your Dragon,’
films, ‘Jurassic World Re-
birth,” Superman,” ‘The Fan-
tastic Four: First Steps’ and
‘Bad Guys 2,” just to name a
handful.”

Theater owner Scott Dehn
agreed, noting the big screen
will glow with stars like Jack
Black, Hannah Waddingham,
Gerard Butler, Scarlett Johans-
son, Nicholas Hoult, Pedro
Pascal and Sam Rockwell.

“It’s like the blockbuster
floodgates have opened,” he
said. “It’s just an especially
spectacular year for a lot of
highly anticipated movies.
And we can’t wait to welcome
families back to our beautiful
setting to enjoy them.”

Dehn added he has his fin-
gers crossed that this season’s
planned debut goes more
smoothly than in 2024, when
a late March snowstorm can-
celed opening night.

“Last year, we tempted fate
by featuring ‘Ghostbusters:
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McHenry Outdoor Theater set to open March 21

Blockbusters galore, special events and value options on tap for visitors this year

Frozen Empire’ for opening
weekend. This year, we’re
opening with ‘Snow White,” so
don’t anyone jinx us by putting
your shovels away too early,”
he joked.

Beyond opening weekend,
Cicero said special activi-
ties and opportunities slated
this year include the Bremer
Team - Keller Williams Suc-
cess Realty Easter Egg Hunt, a
John Hughes weekend includ-
ing triple features of his most
treasured films, a Mean Girls
weekend, Robin Williams
weekend, Dog Lovers’ week-
end, Reel Deal Pizza Meals,
carload nights, closed caption
nights for the hard of hearing,
Build an Outdoor Survival Kit
Sundays and Project Popcorn,
an initiative to give back to
area charities “one kernel at a
time.”

Complete details, including
dates, showtimes, informa-
tion about scheduling a group
event and more can be found
at goldenagecinemas.com.

“We are so excited about
giving families an opportuni-
ty to enjoy some time outside
making special memories
throughout the season, and
helping them to get a great
value for their entertainment
buck,” Cicero said. “It’s going
to be a fantastic year.”

JOE CICERO PHQOTO Hi-Liter/MCN

Catching spectacular sunsets is among the perks while setting up for an evening
of family fun at the McHenry Outdoor. This season’s debut is set for Friday, March 21
with Disney’s new “Snow White” live-action film scheduled. The theater then will be
open Fridays and Saturdays until Memorial Day weekend, when the seven-days-a-
week portion of the season starts. Showtimes can be found at goldenagecinemas.

com.

Environmental/Natural Science scholarship applications being accepted

The Friends of Volo Bog
and Friends of Moraine Hills
State Park are each offering
three $2,000 scholarships to
outstanding Illinois students
pursuing an environmental or
nature related career.

Entering College
scholarship from Friends
of Volo Bog

To be eligible for the En-
tering College scholarship,
the applicant must have a per-
manent Illinois residence and
be attending or have graduat-
ed from a high school in Lake,
McHenry, Cook, DuPage,
Will, Kendall or Kane Coun-

Community

SWALCO launches
Recycle Coach app

SWALCO is introduc-
ing the new Recycle Coach
education app, bringing hy-
per-local waste and recycling
information directly to Lake
County residents. The new
mobile and smartphone app,
available at no cost to units
of local government via a
partnership with the Illinois
Environmental  Protection
Agency (IEPA) and Recycle
Coach, advises residents on
waste and recycling sched-
ules and proper waste man-
agement to decrease contam-
ination at material recovery
facilities and increase the
diversion of materials from
landfills.

Lake County residents can
access the Recycle Coach
tool at swalco.org, and input
an address to receive cus-
tomized waste and recycling
information specific to where
they live. Several municipal-
ities will have viewable col-
lection, program, and event
calendars and receive up-
dates on service changes—
these features will become
available as municipalities
upload this information to
the app. All Lake County
residents will have access to
a comprehensive database on
what is and isn’t recyclable,
including local disposal in-
formation for common and
uncommon items, as well as

ty, have a GPA of 3.0 or high-
er, and plan to attend a college
or university to pursue an en-
vironmental or nature-related
career.

Continuing College
scholarship from Friends
of Volo Bog

To be eligible for the Con-
tinuing College scholarship
the applicant must be cur-
rently enrolled in a college
or university pursuing an en-
vironmental or nature related
degree. The applicant must
have a permanent Illinois
residence in Lake, McHenry,
Cook, DuPage, Will, Kendall

briefs

educational content, includ-
ing useful recycling tips and
weekly recycling quizzes.

Visit swalco.org to learn
more about SWALCO’s reuse
and recycling programs, in-
cluding the newly launched
Recycle Coach Web App.
Download the Recycle Coach
app for free at the Apple App
Store or Google Play.

To learn more about the
IEPA and Recycle Coach
partnership visit https://www.
recyclecoach.com/blog/illi-
nois-environmental-protec-
tion-agency-partners-with-re-
cycle-coach-for-illinois-recy-
cling-education-program.

Native shrub and tree
sale orders due by
April 5
The Friends of Volo Bog
are taking orders for their Na-
tive Shrub and Tree Sale now
through Saturday, April 5.
Order forms can be found
online at www.FriendsofVolo-

or Kane County, and have a
minimum GPA of 3.0 in their
college studies.

Recipients are determined
by a review committee of
Friends of Volo Bog. The
Friends of Volo Bog is a not-
for-profit 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion, dedicated to promoting
citizen awareness of the local
natural heritage of Volo Bog
State Natural Area, portions
of which are dedicated to
state nature preserves, and to
preserving the same through
special events, educational
and training programs, acqui-
sitions of properties for such

Bog.org. Order early as sup-
plies are limited.

Pickup will be on April
12 from 9 a.m. to noon at the
Volo Bog State Natural Area
parking lot behind the visitor
center. Plants will be tagged
for you.

Volo Bog SNA is located at
28478 W. Brandenburg Road,
Ingleside.

Volunteer docents
sought for Moraine Hills
State Park

Moraine Hills State Park
is looking for volunteer do-
cents to fill weekend hours in
the Nature Center.

Docents greet visitors, an-
swer questions and offer in-
formation about the sites and
programs. Docents have a
passion for nature and enjoy
chatting with people.

The ideal volunteer is a
reliable self-starter and mo-
tivated learner. Mentoring
and assigned reading provide

DEADLINES:

NeWS....coovivirinii Friday noon
Display Advertising .... Friday 3 p.m.
Legal Notices........ Friday 4:30 p.m.
Classifieds ............. Monday 10 a.m.

Published by Southern Lakes
Newspapers & Rock Valley Publishing

Hi-LiTER

~ Including McHenry County News
1102 Ann Street, Delavan, WI 53115
As of Feb. 9, 2022 Hi-Liter is the successor publication to McHenry County News

General Manager ............... David Habrat
Advertising Director ...Vicki Vanderwerff
Distribution Director.......... Lindy Sweet
Editor........ Heidi Schulz news@hi-liter.com
Advertising..........ooeeveeeeenn. Becky Loizzo

NEWS .o (815) 877-4044

DISPLAY ADS........ (815) 877-4044

DELIVERY........... (815) 877-4044
)

CLASSIFIED ADS... (815) 877-4044
... (815) 877-4044
— PUBLISHED WEEKLY —

Becky@SouthernLakesNewspapers.com
463477

purposes and taking what-
ever steps deemed necessary
to insure the continued care
and preservation of Volo Bog
State Natural Area as a natu-
ral site.

Applications are due by
March 31. Winners are an-
nounced in May. Find an
application with complete
instructions at www.friend-
sofvolobog.org.

Friends of Moraine Hills
State Park scholarship
To be eligible for these, the
applicant must have a perma-
nent residency in McHenry,

the information and skills
needed. New docents shad-
ow experienced docents for
three sessions then can sign
up solo.

An orientation is sched-
uled for Sunday, April 13
from 12:30-3:00 p.m. Please
apply no later than Friday,
March 28.

To apply contact Natural
Resources Coordinator Stacy
Iwanicki at 815.344.1294 or
email dnr.volobog@illinois.

Lake, Boone or Kane County,
have a minimum B average,
and plan to attend an accred-
ited college or university. The
applicant should be planning
to enter a career directly re-
lated to preserving the natural
environment.

Recipients are determined
by a review committee of
Friends of Friends of Moraine
Hills State Park. The Friends
Moraine Hills State Park is
a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) or-
ganization, dedicated to pro-
moting citizen awareness of
the local natural heritage of
Moraine Hills State Park, por-

gov.

Explore the cosmos at
the MCC Planetarium

If you love astronomy and
science, there’s a hidden jewel
in McHenry County just wait-
ing for you to find it.

The McHenry

County College Planetarium
at the Liebman Science Cen-
ter holds general admission
shows for the public, and
a number of cool ones are
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tions of which are dedicated to
state nature preserves, and to
preserving the same through
special events, educational
and training programs, acqui-
sitions of properties for such
purposes and taking whatev-
er steps deemed necessary to
insure the continued care and
preservation of Moraine Hills
State Park.

Applications are due by
April 30 each year for the
school year starting in the fall.
Find an application with com-
plete instructions at www.
FriendsofMoraineHillsState-
Park.org.

coming up, from the fiery
birth of Earth and a look at
a warm and dinosaur-filled
Antarctica to a tour of the
observable (and unobserv-
able) universe.

Shows are $15 a person
($10 for MCC students), and
reservations are required.

Visit  www.mchenry.edu/
planetarium for a list of
shows, to register and for
sneak-peek trailers of each
presentation.

D’USSE COGNAC
$399%.

Cash & Carry Coupon
Expires 3/18/25 (No debit or credit cards)

Rittenhouse RYe..........ouomerermseesreenn

Aged in Stagg Bourbon Barrel
Dancing Goat Brandy

Copper & Cask Bourhon.
Plantation 12 Year Rum

Jeppson 8yr Bourbon.........ooorrvereere.

Jack Daniels

Barrel Proof Tennessee Whiskey.............

Starlight Rye Apricot Brandy Finish.

NULU Bourbon Toasted Barrel................
Smokewagon Bourbon............eee.

SIESTA KEY COFFEE,
SPICED OR COCONUT RUM

EZRA BROOKS 99pf
OR REBEL YELL 100pf

=
329 99 $ 1 999 $2299 ($29.99 LESS $7
- 750 ML 1.75 LITER  INSTANT REBATE)
531 99 Cash & Carry Coupon Cash & Carry Coupon
. Expires 3/18/25 (No debit or credit cards) Expires 3/18/25 (No debit or credit cards)
s3099 (WA SOBIESKI VODKA i} EMPRESS GIN
($13.99 LESS $1 ($27.99 LESS $2
sdg'gg $ 1 2197?LITER INSTANT REBATE) $25%3&L INSTANT REBATE)
55999 Cash & Carry Coupon Cash & Carry Coupon
s Expires 3/18/25 (No debit or credit cards) Expires 3/18/25 (No debit or credit cards)
64.99
ys 0 0 12-12 OZ. BOTTLES
g M":HTER B URB N LEINENKUGEL'S ORIGINAL
-36.99 {H  $9Q99 $Q99  jrens
s-]g 99 3 2 9 750 ML 750 ML ORIGINAL ONLY
- (¥] Cash & Carry Coupon Cash & Carry Coupon
Expires 3/18/25 (No debit or credit cards, Expires 3/18/25 (No debit or credit cards)
..$89.99 - - -
DNOR A | JOHNNIE WALKER
..$94.99 A ] JUOR AL RED SCOTCH
$2729
dnesd 4 Date 1.75 LITER
0 Cash & Carry Coupon
d O

The Largest Wine, Beer & Spirits [}

Selection in Lake County

NO LIMIT CASH & CARRY COUPON SPECIALS
(No debit or credit cards)
40 WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES AND CORRECT PRINTING ERRORS

Expires 3/18/25 (No debit or credit cards)

467949




HI-LITER /MCN ¢ MARCH 12-18, 2025 « 4

Lake Cou|nty Forest Preserves

SUBMITTED PHOTO Hi-Liter/MCN

Donate a non-perishable food item or toiletry and enjoy free admission to

the Dunn Museum during spring break. From March 24-28, your visit can help

support the Libertyville Township Food Pantry while exploring Lake County’s
history. The museum is located at 1899 W. Winchester Road, Libertyville.

Free admission for a good
cause during spring break
at the Dunn Museum

For the third year, the Bess Bower
Dunn Museum in Libertyville is holding
a food drive during spring break. Visitors
will receive free admission with the
donation of at least one non-perishable
food item or toiletry per person.

The food drive takes place during
special spring break hours from 10
a.m.—4:30 p.m. Monday, March 24
through Friday, March 28 except for
Thursday, March 27, when it closes at 8
p-m. The collected items will benefit the
Libertyville Township Food Pantry.

“At the museum during spring break,
every Vvisit is an opportunity to lend a
hand. Donate an item and enjoy free
admission while helping local families,”
said Director of Education Alyssa Firkus.

The Dunn Museum’s spring break
food drive set a high mark last year. “We
welcomed more than 1,280 visitors and
gathered more than 1,400 pounds of food
and toiletries, averaging about one pound
per person,” said Museum Operations
Manager Alicia Fullerton, who teamed
with the food pantry.

The nationally accredited Dunn
Museum—a distinction held by only
3% of American museums—cares for a
treasure trove of history about our region.
Lake County’s natural and cultural history
is brought to life through a balance of
interactive exhibitions, authentic artifacts,
reproductions and audiovisual displays.

For more information, call 847-968-
3400 or visit Icfpd.org/museum/.

Annual Fox River Summit March 13

Every March residents of Illinois and
Wisconsin gather at the Fox River Summit
to update one another on what is happening
along and throughout the Fox River
watershed. The objectives of this gathering
include:

* Develop a framework to support ongoing
watershed protection actions

* Continue dialogue on shared challenges
concerning recreation, economics,
sustainable flows, surface water/
groundwater interactions, sediment and
ecosystem services

* Develop relationships/build trust among
Illinois and Wisconsin stakeholders

* Identify commonalities, project successes

and future challenges facing
communities within the watershed
Registration is open for the 13th annual
Fox River Summit which will be held from
8:00 am to 4:30 pm on Thursday, March
13 at Veterans Terrace in Burlington,
Wisconsin. A remote viewing livestream
option is also available for those who
cannot attend in person. Registration is
open at www.southeastfoxriver.org and
the cost is $75. The registration price for
in-person or virtual attendance is the same.
The registration fee covers a breakfast bar
and lunch for in-person attendees. Reduced
student rates are available by contacting
Tom Slawski at tslawski @sewrpc.org.

Village of Antioch welcomes Kotloski
as new Parks and Recreation Director

The Village of Antioch is
excited to welcome Katle Kot-
loski as its v
new Direc-
tor of Parks
and Recre-
ation! Katie
is a proud
Antioch res-
ident whose
children
participate
in our pro-
grams. She brings more than
20 years of experience in the
field and will be responsi-
ble for overseeing Antioch’s
recreation programs, as well
as park improvement proj-
ects such as the revitalization
of Centennial Park.

“Katie’s expertise will be
instrumental in enhancing our
recreation programs here in
Antioch,” Mayor Scott Gart-
ner said. “I look forward to
working with Katie to pro-

Katie Kotloski

vide more engaging and en-
riching opportunities for our
community, and I encourage
everyone to give her a warm
welcome as she settles into
her new role.”

Kotloski’s past positions
include managing and over-
seeing recreation programs
for Lindenhurst and North-
brook park districts, and man-
aging cooperative programs
for the Northern Suburban
Special Recreation Associa-
tion (NSSRA) based in High-
land Park. Her experience
includes programming a wide
range of recreation events
and activities, from camps
and sports leagues to special
events. Gartner says Kotlos-
ki’s proven leadership in fa-
cility management, strategic
planning, and policy devel-
opment will also contribute
greatly to the department’s
upward trajectory.

“I am thrilled to serve my
community in this capacity,”
Kotloski said. “As a mom
whose children are growing
up in Antioch’s recreational
activities, I am eager to do my
part to ensure quality parks
and recreation programs for
my fellow residents. I can
think of no better way to give
back to the community.”

Those who have not yet
had a chance to meet Kotloski
can stop by the former senior
center building (817 Holbeck
Dr.) on Thursday, March 13
from 5:30-6:30pm for a meet-
and-greet to learn about Kot-
loski and the Department’s
vision for the future. She and
her team will also be at the
Shamrock Jam & (Almost)
S5k at Sequoit Creek Park
from 10am-noon on Saturday,
March 22 handing out infor-
mation about their upcoming
programs and events.

Health Department offering reduced
well water testing rates until March 21

In observance of Nation-
al Groundwater Awareness
Week, the Lake County Health
Department is offering a re-
duced well water testing fee
for homeowners who use well
water as their primary source
of drinking water. Between
March 10 and March 21, 2025,
the normal $25.00 fee for test-
ing for bacteria and nitrates
will be reduced to $20.00.

“Water plays such an im-
portant role in our lives, from
drinking, to cooking, to clean-
ing, and more,” said Lawrence
Mackey, Director of Envi-
ronmental Health at the Lake
County Health Department.
“Annual testing helps ensure

your home’s system is produc-
ing water that is healthy and
safe.”

Sterile test bottles and sam-
pling instructions are available
at the Lake County Central
Permit Facility at 500 W. Win-
chester Road, Libertyville, the
Health Department’s head-
quarters at 3010 Grand Ave-
nue, Waukegan, and 19 town-
ship or municipal offices locat-
ed throughout Lake County. To
find a location nearest you, call
(847) 377-8020 or visit lake-
countyil.gov/726/water-wells.
Water sampling kits can also
be mailed out for $20.00 plus
a postage fee.

All collected water samples

must be brought to the Lake
County Central Permit Facili-
ty between 8:00 a.m. and 3:3C
p-m., Monday through Thurs-
day. Results of water samples
are ready for homeowners in
approximately three business
days. Residents also have the
option to pay $69.00 to have ¢
Health Department staff mem:-
ber visit their home to collect
the sample, inspect the well.
and provide the lab analysis
for bacteria and nitrates.

For more information on
water testing, contact the
Health Department’s Water
Wells program at (847) 377-
8020 or healthEHS @Ilake-
countyil.gov.

McHenry Community High School hosted
educators forAVID curriculum showcase
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McHenry Community High School hosted educators
from other districts on March 6 to showcase their newly
implemented AVID curriculum.
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chipped.

Pet of the week

Iris, is about 6 months old, spayed, up-to-date
on routine shots (incl. rabies), tested negative for
feline leukemia, FIV, and heartworm and micro-

While walk-ins are welcome, adoptions are by
appointments only to ensure we have the staff
available to help adopters. For information and/
or to complete an online application, please visit
www.saveapetil.org/adopt.
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McHenry Commumty
High School’s newly im-
plemented AVID elective
curriculum was on display
March 6 for other teachers
and administrators to see a
successful early program
that’s meant to motivate stu-
dents to reach their highest
potential.

About 30 educators from
districts in Peoria, Niles,
Harvard, southern Wiscon-
sin, and more, visited both
Freshman Campus and Up-
per Campus classrooms to
see McHenry’s program in
action. AVID, which stands
for Advancement Via Indi-
vidual Determination, is an
elective college and career
readiness program designed
to motivate students to build
on their skills and knowledge
by taking on new challenges.

English Instructor Heidie
Dunn, who is the AVID site
coordinator for McHenry
High School District 156,
said McHenry was select-
ed by AVID to host the free
AVID Showcase for other
educators.

The daylong free show-
case included tours, a panel
discussion with students, and
classroom visits. McHenry
started the program last year
with 9th-graders and the
program is growing.

Dunn, said she wants her
legacy as a teacher to be
bringing AVID to McHenry
Community High School.
Dunn is the regional Teach-
er of the Year for the Far
North suburban region and
her nomination focused on
her work with the AVID pro-
gram.



During the pandemic,
Brian and Gretchen Boyer
walked the entire Des Plaines
River Trail, experiencing its
beauty firsthand. They were
especially struck by the stun-
ning landscapes and, most of
all, the high level of care Lake
County dedicates to its forest
preserves.

“We are extremely grateful
that we live so close because
these are sacred spaces to es-
cape the hustle and bustle of
everyday life,” they said. “We
all benefit from the forest pre-
serves, whether we visit them
or not, and we must continue
supporting them.”

That belief in shared re-
sponsibility inspired them to
act. Recognizing the need to
protect and care for the forest
preserves for future genera-
tions, the Boyers joined hun-
dreds of others in giving to the
Forest Preserves Every Acre
Strong campaign.

The goal of the campaign is
to establish a $20 million en-
dowment. An endowment
is made up of donations that
are invested so the interest
helps fund an organization’s
long-term needs. The original
donation is not spent but pro-
tected, invested and grows.
Only the income from an en-
dowment is spent.

Managed by the Preserva-
tion Foundation of the Lake
County Forest Preserves, the
endowment will generate ap-
proximately $800,000 annu-
ally to fund ongoing care of
the Forest Preserves’ restored
lands.

Preserving and protecting
Lake County’s natural lands
requires a close partnership
between public support and
private philanthropy, Forest
Preserves leaders say. On av-
erage, the cost of every acre
is:

e $40,000 to preserve it.
 $15,000 to restore it.

MCCD upcoming events

Festival of the Sugar
Maples

Friday, March 15 and Sat-
urday, March 16, 10 a.m. to 3
p-m., Coral Woods Conserva-
tion Area, Marengo.

Learn how maple syrup
was first made hundreds of
years ago and how we col-
lect sap from the trees to-
day! Try your hand at using
tools to tap trees and watch
as it is boiled in our evapo-
rator house. You'll even get
a chance to taste pure maple
syrup! This event is free and
for all ages, but registration
is recommended.

Basecamp Basics:
Firebuilding and Safety

Thursday, March 20, 6:30-
8 p.m., Prairieview Education
Center, Crystal Lake.

Learn basic camping skills
like how to safely build a
fire. This program focuses
on teaching adults camping
skills, with activities and

e $75 every year to keep it
healthy.

The Forest Preserves lever-
ages public tax dollars to fund
the preservation of land, res-
toration of native habitats and
construction of parking lots,
trails and overlooks for public
access and enjoyment.

The Preservation Founda-
tion helps people, companies
and foundations invest in the
mission and work of the Forest
Preserves, supporting every-
thing from major restoration
projects to public programs.

“We lead by example,
bringing together public and
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Forest Preserves launches
Every Acre Strong Campaign

private partners to restore and
protect the natural assets of
Lake County,” said Ty Ko-
vach, executive director of
the Lake County Forest Pre-
serves. “We’re inviting every-
one who is passionate about
nature to help ensure the for-
est preserves remain resilient
in an uncertain future.”

The endowment will per-
manently fund innovative cli-
mate-informed land manage-
ment of the forest preserves,
enabling activities such as:

* Re-treating invasive species,
including buckthorn, honey-
suckle and teasel.

* Re-planting native seeds,
trees and shrubs that can adapt
to a changing climate.

* Conducting prescribed burns
to keep land healthy.

* Monitoring plants, animals
and insects to ensure our ac-
tions are effective.

“We all have a role in stew-
arding the land, and our gifts
today will live on for future
generations,” said Preserva-
tion Foundation President
Betsy Hough.

The Forest Preserves in-
vites support. Donate online
at LCFPD.org/endowment or
call 847-968-3110.

BOB CALLEBERT PHOTO Hi-Liter/MCN

The Lake County Forest Preserves has launched it Every Acre Strong campaign
to help fund the organization’s long-term needs. For more information visit Icfpd.org/
preservation-foundation/endowment-fund/.

hands-on practice. Ages 14+.

Animal Tracks Detective
School

Friday, March 21, 10-11
a.m., Pleasant Valley Conser-
vation Area, Woodstock.

Use magnifying glasses
and your detective skills to
find and study the tracks of
local creatures like deer, rac-
coons and coyotes! Ages 2-6.

Grounding Yoga &
Meditation

Saturday, March 22, 9:30-
10:30 a.m., Prairieview Edu-
cation Center, Crystal Lake.

Join us for a gentle flow
yoga practice inside the Prai-
rieview Education Center
with a view of the prairie.
Plese bring your own mat.
Ages 14+.

Spring Break Camp
Tuesday, March 25 -

Thursday, March 27, 9 a.m.

— 3 p.m., Lost Valley Visitor

Center, Glacial Park, Ring-
wood.

Looking for something
fun to do over spring break?
Join us for three days of team-
based outdoor activities, na-
ture exploration, campfires,
and much more! Ages 8-11.

Paddling McHenry
County

Tuesday, March 25, 7-8
p.m., Lost Valley Visitor
Center, Glacial Park, Ring-
wood.

Learn everything you
need to know about paddling
in McHenry County in this
informational presentation
including how to dress, how
to plan your shuttle, how to
read the USGS water lev-
el website and more! Ages
14+.

Wetlands and Waterfowl
Walk

Saturday, April 5, 8-10:30
a.m., Lost Valley Visitor Cen-

ter, Glacial Park, Ringwood.

Enjoy a spring walk with
volunteer bird enthusiast
Dave Miller and explore var-
ious locations within Glacial
Park in search of migrating
waterfowl and other birds!
Ages 14+.

Wandering Writers:
Spring into National
Poetry Month

Saturday, April 5, 1-3 p.m.,
Prairieview Education Center,
Crystal Lake.

Kick off National Poetry
Month by taking an inspira-
tional hike where we identify
various species of flora and
fauna and learn a few natural
history tidbits that might be
useful as we wordsmith our
creative works. Ages 14+

For more information or to
sign up for programs please
visit the McHenry County
Conservation District website
at MCCDistrict.org.

St. Patrick’s Day traffic safety campaign underway this weekend

To remind motorists of
the dangers of impaired
driving and to help keep our
streets safe, the Lake County
Sheriff’s Office is partnering
with the Illinois State Police
and Illinois Department of
Transportation for a traffic
safety campaign.

In addition to looking for
alcohol- and cannabis-im-
paired drivers, the Sheriff’s
Office will be increasing

seat belt enforcement, par-
ticularly at night when seat
belt usage rates are lowest.
Speeding, distracted driving,
and all traffic laws will be
strictly enforced.

Whether you’re attending
a party, hosting friends, or
going out to a tavern, keep
safety at the forefront of
your day and night. When
it’s time to leave, make sure
your designated driver is so-

ber. Remember that walking
impaired can also be dan-
gerous, so designate a sober
friend to walk home with
you. Designated drivers: Be
alert for impaired walkers
who may not obey street
signs.
Other important tips:

e Drunk or high, it doesn’t
matter. It is never okay to
drive impaired. Designate
a sober driver or plan to

use public transportation or
a ride service to get home
safely.

e [f you see an impaired driv-
er on the road, call 911.

* Always buckle up!

The St. Patrick’s Day traf-
fic safety campaign is fund-
ed by federal traffic safety
funds from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration and adminis-
tered by IDOT.

Lake County State’s
Attorney Rinehart
makes a statement
following Crimo
changing plea to guilty

On Monday, March 3, Robert E. Crimo III, 24,
withdrew his earlier not-guilty plea in the Highland
Park Independence Day 2022 parade shootings.

Prosecutors had charged him with 21 counts of first-
degree murder, three counts for each person killed, and
48 counts of attempted murder.

Before jurors ever entered the courtroom, Judge
Victoria Rossetti read the charges to Crimo and
asked questions to be sure he understood before
accepting the plea. To the surprise of those in the
courtroom, Crimo changed his plea to guilty, putting
a sudden end to the trial that had been expected to
last a month.

Rinehart’s statement on the guilty plea

Lake County State’s Attorney Eric Rinehart made
the following statement after the guilty plea:

“Today is about the victims and survivors of the
Highland Park July 4 Parade Shooting.

Our community may never heal from the
Defendant’s calculated and heinous actions that
destroyed so many lives. But today is an important
step about justice. Today is about:

- Katie Goldstein

- Irina McCarthy

- Kevin McCarthy

- Stephen Strauss

- Jackie Sundeim

- Nicolas Toledo-Zaragoza
- Eduardo Uvaldo

And 48 others who were physically hurt — who
bled, who cried, who may never heal.

Today is also about the hundreds who still
remember and feel the trauma from that awful day
— a day that should have been about celebration and
recovering from the pandemic. Instead, it turned
into a day of death and anguish for so many.

This morning, the shooter in the Highland Park
Trial, pled guilty to 21 counts of first-degree murder
and 48 counts of Attempted first degree murder.

This was not a negotiation. This was not a deal.
He made a free decision to plead guilty to every
count that was about to be presented to a jury. He
received nothing in exchange.

We were 1000% ready for trial and to prove him
guilty.

We have been working for years to prepare
our evidence that includes DNA testing, fingerprint
identification, firearm records, video evidence,
identification evidence that put him in the alley
walking up to the roof, on the roof, and descending
from the roof at the time of the shooting. We also were
prepared to present his voluntary confession that he
made that day to law enforcement.

His admissions would have confirmed every piece
of physical evidence, trajectory analysis, ballistics
reports, DNA conclusions, and eyewitness testimony.

The Lake County State’s Attorney’s Office
continues to express its condolences to all who lost
a loved one and to all who were hurt physically and
psychologically. Our Victim Services Division remains
dedicated to uplifting victims, connecting them to
resources, and helping them navigate the judicial
process. Our team is available, ready, and willing to
accompany victims through each step as we prepare
for sentencing. Our team STILL stands with you.

I want to acknowledge the heroes that day who ran
toward the gunfire. First responders, police, EMTs,
fire department professionals, and civilians all helped
their friends and neighbors without hesitating, without
thinking of themselves.

Every member of law enforcement, the City of
Highland Park, the FBI, the Illinois State Police, Lake
County, and this office has risen to every moment
challenge since 10:14 a.m., July 4, 2022.

Justice in the legal system does not descend upon a
case, it is earned. It comes from the bravery of every
victim and surviving family member who was going
to come forward today and will come forward during
sentencing.

Justice comes from the hours of victim support that
Highland Park and our federal partners provided.

Justice comes from the victim support professionals
and administrative support that hundreds of dedicated
employees have provided to those in need.

Justice comes from the tireless law enforcement
professionals who never stopped to make sure that the
investigation was complete.

And justice comes from the amazing men and
women in this office that were ready every step of the
way.

I want to again thank everyone who played a part
in this journey. The journey will not end for many. We
will move to sentencing and continue support for those
in need.”

Sentencing is scheduled for April 23. Each count
of first-degree murder carries a maximum natural
life prison sentence, assuring that Crimo will spend
the rest of his life behind bars.
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Enders receives eight year sentence
for kidnapping ex-girlfriend

T h e
McHen -
ry  County
State’s Attor-
ney’s Office
announces
that Douglas

Enders, 44,
of McHenry, Douglas
[llinois  was Enders

sentenced to

eight years in the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections. The
sentence was handed down
on February 27, by the Hon-
orable Mark R. Gerhardt after
Enders entered a negotiated
plea of guilty to one count of
Kidnapping, a Class 2 Felony.

On March 16, 2024, the
McHenry Police Department
responded to the Mobile Gas
Station in McHenry for a re-
port of a domestic battery.
Upon arrival, police learned
that Enders had battered his
ex-girlfriend and had con-
fined her in a garage against
her will, locking the door and
preventing her from leaving.
The defendant and the victim
later walked to a gas station,
where the victim was able to
obtain help from a cashier
who called 911. Enders then
fled the gas station and was
subsequently apprehended by
the McHenry County Sher-
iff’s Office.

The charge of Kidnapping
has a penalty of two to sev-
en years in the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections, but
due to the defendant’s crim-
inal history and his extended
term eligibility, the McHenry
County State’s Attorney’s Of-
fice was able to successfully
negotiate a term of eight years
in the Illinois Department of
Corrections on the charge.

McHenry County State’s
Attorney Randi Freese com-
mends Officer Roske with the
McHenry Police Department
and the McHenry County
Sheriff’s Office on their dili-
gent and effective investiga-
tive efforts in combating do-
mestic violence in this county.
This case was successful-
ly prosecuted by Assistant
State’s Attorney Shelby Page.

Single vehicle crash
ends in fatality

An unidentified individual
is dead after a single-vehicle
crash near Woodstock.

On Monday, March 3, at
4:49 p.m., McHenry County
Sheriff’s Office and Wood-
stock Fire & Rescue respond-
ed to a single vehicle crash
in the 8200 block of Mason

Hill Road in unincorporated
Woodstock.

First responders arrived to
find a vehicle fully engulfed
in flames. It was also discov-
ered that a person was still
within the vehicle and pro-
nounced dead.

Preliminary investigation
indicates a 2019 Chrysler 300
was traveling westbound on
Mason Hill Road, to the west
of Cherry Valley Road. The
vehicle failed to negotiate a
curve and exited the roadway
to the right, striking a tree and
catching fire.

The victim is believed to
be a male subject and has not
been positively identified. The
subject was wearing a seatbelt
at the time of the crash. Speed
is believed to be a factor of
the crash.

The crash remains under
investigation by McHenry
County Sheriff’s Office Major
Crash Investigation Unit and
the McHenry County Coro-
ner’s Office.

Tynis sentenced to
ten years for unlawful
possession of a
controlled substance

The McHenry County
State’s Attorney’s Office an-
nounced that
Joel  Tynis,
38, of Hol-
iday  Hills,
Illinois, was
sentenced to
ten years in

the  Illinois L -
Department -
of  Correc-  yoel Tynis
tions. The

sentence was handed down
on March 3, by the Honorable
Judge Tiffany Davis after Ty-
nis entered a negotiated plea
of guilty to one count of Un-
lawful Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance (Heroin), a
Class 1 felony.

On January 6, 2022, of-
ficers of the McHenry City
Police Department arrested
Tynis on an outstanding war-
rant stemming from an inves-
tigation of an overdose death
of a McHenry city resident.
After his arrest, during a pat-
down, officers located on Ty-
nis’s person over seventy-five
individual baggies contain-
ing a total of approximately
thirty-nine grams of heroin.
Lab tests affirmed that the
substances located in each of
the baggies tested positive for
heroin.

McHenry County State’s
Attorney Randi Freese com-

mends the thorough inves-
tigative efforts of Det. Ryan
Ehardt and the McHenry City
Police Department, along with
the forensic efforts from the
Illinois State Police Rockford
Forensic Science Laboratory.
The Office remains commit-
ted to the zealous prosecution
of those who possess, deliver,
or distribute illegal narcotics
in our county.

This case was successful-
ly prosecuted by Assistant
State’s Attorneys Matthew
Brodersen and Justin Neu-
bauer.

Lake County Special
Investigations Group
arrests cocaine trafficker

The Lake County Sheriff’s
Office Special Investigations
Group (SIG),
a High In-
tensity Drug
Trafficking
Area (HID-
TA) funded
task  force,
with the as-
sistance  of
the Bureau
of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives (ATF) — Chicago Field
Division, concluded an inves-
tigation that resulted in the ar-
rest of a Beach Park man for
drug trafficking.

In January of 2025, SIG
received a tip that Evan E.
Crews, 34, of the 40100 block
of North Glendale Avenue,
Beach Park, was trafficking
drugs. Members of SIG con-
ducted an undercover opera-
tion that revealed Evans sold
over 90 grams of cocaine to
undercover detectives on sev-
eral occasions. Evans set the
location of at least one of the
drug deals within 350 feet of
an elementary school.

On March 5, following the
investigation, Crews was ar-
rested in the 200 block of Wa-
ter Street, Waukegan.

After reviewing the facts
and circumstances of the in-
vestigation, the Lake County
State’s Attorney’s Office ap-
proved the following charges:
e Three Counts of Unlawful
Possession of a Controlled
Substance with Intent to De-
liver (Class X Felonies)

e Unlawful Possession of a
Controlled Substance with In-
tent to Deliver within 500 feet
of a school (Class X Felony)

* Three Counts Unlawful Pos-
session of a Controlled Sub-
stance (Class 1 Felonies)

* Violating an Order of Pro-

Evan Crews
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tection (Class 4 Felony)

Sheriff John D. Idleburg
said, “It is absolutely unac-
ceptable that anyone would
endanger our communities by
trafficking dangerous drugs,
let alone so close to an ele-
mentary school. Our Special
Investigations Group, in part-
nership with the ATF - Chi-
cago Field Division, remains
relentless in holding drug
traffickers accountable and
keeping these poisons off our
streets. 1 commend our de-
tectives and law enforcement
partners for their outstanding
work in this case.”

Crews remained held in the
Lake County Jail pending his
initial court hearing.

Driver from fatal hit-and-
run charged

Following an extensive in-
vestigation by the Lake Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office Technical
Crash Investigations Team,
the driver of the GMC SUV
has been indicted by a Lake
County Grand Jury.

Sheriff’s crash investiga-
tors determined Alex Landa,
33, of the 700 block of Frank-
lin, Winthrop Harbor, was
responsible for striking and
killing bicyclist Tiana Smith,
18, of Zion.

On Wednesday, March 5,
2025, a Lake County Grand
Jury was presented with tes-
timony on the evidence gath-
ered during the investigation.
The Lake County Grand Jury
indicted Landa on one count
of failure to report a crash in-
volving death (class 1 felony)
and one count of aggravated
DUI causing death (class 2
felony).

Following the direct indict-
ment, a Lake County Judge
signed a warrant for the arrest
of Landa.

Sheriff John D. Idleburg
said, “No family should have
to endure such a tragedy, and
we hope these charges bring
them the first measure of jus-
tice. I commend our crash
investigations team for their
tireless efforts in ensuring the
driver was held accountable.
Their dedication to uncover-
ing the truth and seeking jus-
tice for victims is a testament
to their professionalism and
commitment to our communi-
ty’s safety.”

All defendants are pre-
sumed innocent unless proven
guilty in a court of law.

Fatal Wadsworth Hit-and-
Run Traffic Crash (issued

9/7/24)

Lake County Sheriff’s
Traffic Crash Investigators
are investigating an overnight
fatal hit-and-run crash that oc-
curred in Wadsworth.

On September 6, 2024, at
approximately 11:45 p.m.,
Lake County Sheriff’s Dep-
uties were dispatched to a
report of a ‘person down’ on
Dilleys Road just south of
Wadsworth Road. Sheriff’s
deputies arrived and locat-
ed an adult woman deceased
in the roadway. The woman
sustained significant trauma,
consistent with being struck
by a vehicle.

Based on a preliminary in-
vestigation, sheriff’s crash in-
vestigators believe the woman
was riding a bicycle north-
bound on Dilleys Road, when
she was struck from behind
by a northbound GMC SUV.
When she was struck, she was
thrown from the bicycle, and
the bicycle became lodged
under the SUV, as the driv-
er fled from the scene. The
woman was then struck by a
southbound Hyundai Elantra,
driven by a 23-year-old man
of Waukegan. That driver of
the Hyundai is cooperative
with the investigation.

Information was received
from a witness who saw a
GMC SUV dragging a bicy-
cle eastbound on Wadsworth
Road. The vehicle was iden-
tified and located parked at a
residence in Winthrop Harbor.
The vehicle had damage con-
sistent with being involved
in the hit-and-run crash. The
vehicle was seized, and crash
investigators have identified
the suspected driver of that
vehicle, a 32-year-old man of
Winthrop Harbor.

The Lake County Coro-
ner’s Office responded to the
scene and is in the process of
identifying the woman and
scheduling an autopsy.

The crash remains under
investigation by the Lake
County Sheriff’s Office Tech-
nical Crash Investigations
Team and criminal charges
will be sought following the
conclusion of their investiga-
tion.

Man arrested for
possessing child
pornography

Lake County Sheriff’s De-
tectives arrested a Waukegan
man for possessing hundreds
of photos and videos depict-
ing child pornography.

Lake County Sheriff’s
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Detectives
received a
tip from an
online cloud
storage web-
site  indicat-
ing a device
in Lake
County up-
loaded child
pornography
to their platform. Sheriff’s
detective began an investiga-
tion, and based on that inves-
tigation, determined the likely
source was coming from a
residence in the 1100 block of
Gladys Court, Waukegan.

Sheriff’s detectives spoke
with one of the residents of
the home, Brandon C. Rob-
erson, 21. Detectives took
possession of a laptop Rob-
erson used and the Lake
County State’s Attorney’s
Office Cybercrime Unit con-
ducted a forensic analysis
of the laptop. Their analysis
revealed close to 200 images
and videos containing child
pornography, some of which
depicted children as young
as toddlers being sexually as-
saulted.

This week, an arrest war-
rant was drafted and approved
by a Judge for Roberson,
along with a search warrant
for his residence. Sheriff’s
detectives, Illinois Attorney
General’s Office Cybercrime
Investigators, and Lake Coun-
ty State’s Attorney’s Office
Investigators arrested Rober-
son yesterday and seized sev-
eral additional devices with
electronic storage.

The additional electronics
seized are being forensically
analyzed and it is believed
they will contain additional
child pornography.

Sheriff John D. Idleburg
said, “Protecting our chil-
dren from those who seek to
harm them is among our high-
est priorities. Our detectives
work tirelessly to identify and
apprehend child predators,
and this arrest is a testament
to their dedication. We are
grateful for the invaluable
collaboration with the Illinois
Attorney General’s Office
and the Lake County State’s
Attorney’s Office, as it takes
a united effort to bring these
offenders to justice. We will
continue to use every avail-
able resource to protect the
most vulnerable members of
our community.”

Roberson is  currently
charged with three counts of
possessing child pornography.
Additional charges are likely.

Roberson was being held
in the Lake County Jail pend-
ing a detention.

Brandon C.
Roberson

Serious traffic crash
under investigation

Lake County Sheriff’s
Crash Investigators are inves-
tigating a serious single-vehi-
cle traffic crash.

On March 8, at approx-
imately 2:05 am., Lake
County Sheriff’s Deputies re-
sponded to the area of Stearns
School Road and Mill Creek
Drive, unincorporated Gurn-
ee, for a traffic crash, where
someone was trapped in the
vehicle. Sheriff’s deputies
arrived and found a Mer-
cedes-Benz sedan with heavy
damage.

Preliminary investigation
shows the driver, a 26-year-
old man from Gurnee, was
traveling  eastbound  on

See CRIME, Page 7



o cr l m e (Continued from page 6)

Stearns School Road, ap-
proaching Mill Creek Drive.
For an unknown reason, the
man drove off the south side
of the roadway and struck
a tree. The driver’s side of
the vehicle sustained a sig-
nificant amount of damage.
[t appears the man was not
wearing a seat belt.

Fire personnel extricated
the man from the vehicle,
and he was transported to
Advocate Condell Medical
Center in Libertyville with
critical, life-threatening in-
juries.

The crash remains under
investigation by the Lake
County  Sheriff’s  Office
Technical Crash Investiga-
tions Team.

Two charged after
resisting/fighting with
deputies

On March 8, at approx-
imately 2:00 a.m., a Lake

County
Sheriff’s
Deputy was
patrolling in
the area of
Washington
Street  and
Lancer Lane
in Grayslake
when he ob-
served a ve-
hicle driving
without  its
headlights
on. The dep-
uty  turned
around to ini-
tiate a traffic
stop, but the
driver—Ilater
identified as
Swayne Carranza, 38, of the
1500 block of Kenmore Av-
enue, Round Lake Beach—
accelerated to 80 MPH in a
45 MPH zone. The deputy
was able to catch up to the
vehicle as it pulled into a

Swayne
Carranza

-

Maria Lara
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driveway in the 1100 block
of Cambridge Drive, Grays-
lake, where the traffic stop
was conducted.

Upon stopping, Carranza
immediately exited the vehi-
cle in an aggressive manner
and refused to comply with
the deputy’s instructions.
He was informed he was be-
ing placed under arrest, and
when deputies attempted
to place him in custody, he
resisted and pulled away —
trying to defeat their efforts.
A deputy deployed a Taser
(conducted electrical weap-
on), successfully subduing
Carranza and took him into
custody.

As deputies were engaged
with Carranza, the passenger,
Maria Lara, 32, of the 1100
block of Cambridge Drive,
Grayslake, exited the vehicle
and began interfering with
the arrest. She kicked one of
deputies and resisted their ef-

Lake County Sheriff's arrest bulletin

The Lake County Sheriff’s
Dept. reported the following
arrests in Lake County. Sus-
pects are considered innocent
until proven guilty in a court
of law.

Jan. 30

Rene Sanchez Mendoza,
30, North Chicago, was cited
for aggravated speeding (98
mph in 55 mph zone), and im-

proper use of registration;

Lizbet Lemus, 22, Linden-
hurst, was cited for domestic
battery;
Jan. 31

Ulyss M. Smith, 38, Chi-
cago, was cited for a warrant
obtained: aggravated identity
theft, and unlawful use of a
debit card;

Denilson J. Cardona Gar-

cia, 26, Ingleside, was cited
for domestic battery;

Ricardo  Rosado  Ro-
driguez, 36, Round Lake
Heights, was cited for no driv-
er’s license;

David M. Hoff, 60, Wad-
sworth, was cited for battery
and disorderly conduct;
Feb. 1

Orlando  Jiminez-Ocam-

forts to take her into custody.
Deputies were able to subdue
Lara and placed her under ar-
rest.

After reviewing the facts
and circumstances of the inci-
dent the Lake County State’s
Attorney’s Office approved
the following charges:

Maria Lara: Aggravated
battery to a peace officer, re-
sisting arrest, obstructing a
peace officer, and open trans-
portation of alcohol.

Swayne Carranza: Re-
sisting arrest, obstructing
a peace officer, aggravated
speeding and multiple traffic
violations.

Carranza was processed
at the jail and released on
pre-trial release. Lara re-
mains held at the jail pending
First Appearance Court

The Lake County Sheriff’s
Office thanks the Grayslake
Police Department who re-
sponded to assist.

po, 42, Round Lake Beach,
was cited for DUI — alcohol,
and driving while license sus-
pended;
Feb. 2

Armando  Guerrero-Go-
mez, 34, Round Lake Beach,
was cited for aggravated
speeding (114 mph in 45
mph zone) and reckless driv-
ing.

MCSO accepting applications

for Telecommunicator position

McHenry County Sheriff’s Office is
currently taking applications for the position of
Telecommunicator. Deadline for applications is 11:59
p.m. on March 31, 2025, for all new applicants.

Lateral applicants are encouraged to apply year-round.

All new applicants must attend a testing date, which
will be held on Saturday, April 26 at 8:00 a.m.
Qualifications for this position are as follows:
e Age: Minimum of 18 years of age
* Education: High school diploma or GED
» Experience: No prior experience required
* Driver’s License: Applicant must possess a valid
driver’s license
» Candidates must have accurate typing skills and a
clear speaking voice
» Candidates must have the ability to multi-task and
react quickly and calmly in a high-stress environment
The mandatory testing includes a general education
exam based on multitasking, reading comprehension,
listening skills, problem solving, and prioritizing.
Testing will be held Saturday, April 26, from 8:00 to
11:00 a.m. at the McHenry County Regional Training
Center, located at 655 Village Hall Drive, Cary. Doors
will open at 7:45 a.m. and shut promptly at 8:00 a.m.
Please bring a photo ID.
Starting pay is currently $30.67 per hour, with
paid holidays, sick time and vacation. Major medical,

dental and life insurance offered by the County for the

employee and dependents.

To qualify for lateral employment, an individual
must be hired after being continuously employed
for 24 months at another Public Safety Answering
Point (PSAP). Laterals qualify for up to 5 years of
equivalency pay, upon successful completion of the
field training program.

Applications for Telecommunicators can be found

at: https://www.mchenrysheriff.org/telecommunicator-

application/

I-LITER Classifieds

TRANSPORTATION

Automobiles

2001 FORD MUSTANG CON-
VERTIBLE Blk on Brn, 90K

miles, new tires, new brakes,
mechanically sound throughout,
minor scratches on body, leath-
er seats, V-6 engine, premium
sound system and ice-cold A/C
and hot heat. $6000. call 262-
496-5739.

Automobiles
Wanted

CASH FOR YOUR FULL SIZE
JUNK TRUCKS & SUV’s. HAUL
AWAY 7 DAYS A WEEK! CALL
262-758-1807.

Campers and RVs

2016 FLEETWOOD TERRA 34B
MOTOR HOME 35’ 27,000 Miles
3 Slideouts 2 New WI-FI TV’s
5.5k Generator. $79,000 262-
206-4164.

Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN
ADS cannot be credited or re-
funded after the ad has been
placed. Ads canceled before
deadline will be removed from
the paper as a service to our
customers, but no credit or
refund will be issued to your
account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This

GARAGE SALE

Burlington Garage
Sales

548 TOWER STREET, BURL-
INGTON MOVING SALE! March
13 & 14, 8-2. Rain or Shine. New
snow blower, winch, tools, yard
decorations, outdoor items, vio-
lin, golf balls. Pool stuff.

publication does not knowingly
accept fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those asking
for money in advance.

Burial Needs

7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing
to sell as a group or individually.
Located at Roselawn Memory
Gardens 3045 WI-67, Lake Ge-
neva, WI 53147. This is a pri-
vate sale. Contact Randy, the

Wanted to Rent

WANTED TO RENT local Pro-
fessional with excellent credit
and references looking to rent in
Lake Geneva. | am an Employed
Behavioral Health Professional
with therapy dog. 262-210-0826

Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention
to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination. Familial
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-

PORTUNITY

seller at randy@slpublishers.
com.

Agriculture

ROUND ALFALFA & GRASS
Excellent quality round alfalfa &
grass hay bales for sale, stored
inside,$40 each. 815-291-2382
or 815-291-2381.

Wanted to Buy

FIREARMS 1 piece or collection.
Federally licensed dealer. Lake
Geneva Antique Mall. 829 Wil-
liams St. Lake Geneva, Wi 262-
248-6345

Sports/Classic
Cars

1949 CHEVY STYLELINE DE-

LUXE 2 Door, New engine, New
tires, Clean interior. Runs Great!
$6,995. Elkhorn Text only (708)
785-2440.

Skilled Trades

PERMA-STRUCTO, INC. IS
CURRENTLY HIRING For Con-
crete Foundation Laborers &
Concrete Finishers. Job duties
include but are not limited to
setting up, pouring and stripping
of foundations and setting up,
pouring, and finishing of flatwork.
Essential Functions: - Be able
to perform basic labor and con-
struction duties. Preferred: 1+
year(s) of experience in concrete
or similar construction job - Have

GRAPHIG
DESIGNER

Continued growth within our group of
weekly newspapers and shoppers has
caused the need for an additional graphic
designer at our Delavan, Wis. facility. This

position includes ad design, including
web ads, and page design of our weekly
publications. Part or full-time position
available. Proficiency in Adobe InDesign
and Photoshop necessary; prior newspaper
experience preferred but not required.

Daytime hours (M,T,W,F). No nights or weekends.

Email resume with salary requirements to
hschulz@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Trucks & Trailers

1955 CHEVY PICK UP Peacock
Blue, dry, New Mexico truck.
Runs great. Stored in my heated
Elkhorn garage. $19.975. (262)
949-6997.

et

oy

d g
UTILITY TRAILER With tool box 0
and ramps. High speed tires.

$1,800. OBO. Call 224-518-6491

Tﬁgo 7 i

your own transportation to and Managerial
from our office, transportation
from office to job will be provid- WAREHOUSE ASSISTANT

ed * Have good communication
skills and able to work with others
on the job - Able to lift and carry
50-100 Ibs. Hourly rates vary on
the individual’'s experience and
knowledge. Along with hourly
rates, we offer a compensation
package that is considered the
best in our industry. Please Con-
tact: hr@permastructo.com

MANAGER 4 DAYS PER WEEK.
DELAVAN LOCATION. PUB-
LISHERS OF WEEKLY NEWS-
PAPERS & TMC PRODUCTS.
CALL TO INQUIRE 262-725-
7704 OR SEND RESUME TO
Isweet @ rvpublishing.com

DATA ENTRY CLERK

This individual will be inputting information from a variety of
sources into documents as well as performing other clerical
functions in our Creative Department. The 20-25 hour/week
flexible position is available now. The successful Data Entry
Clerk applicant will possess the following:

* High school diploma or equivalent

* Data entry experience

¢ Knowledge of correct spelling, grammar and punctuation

* Ability to be detail-oriented while working under a deadline

* Good communication skills

Knowledge of Adobe InDesign, Microsoft Word,
Excel, and/or Filemaker Pro is a plus

No nights or weekends
Please send a resume, questions or to request
an interview time to Heidi Schulz at:
hschulz@southernlakesnewspapers.com

SOUGHERN LAKES

Daytime hours (M,T,W,F) in our Delavan office

88291
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WHY MISMATCH?

We use mismatched or > - , B EST
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discontinued fabrics to

cover your high-quality Verlo g 4 P ' 3 { i SALE

mattress. Put a sheet on it OF THE

and the only difference youjlg ﬁ*’ YEA R

notice is the price.
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v3 PLUSH THIS COUPON

1-Sided No Flip Set Starting at

999 I

TWIN SET >T49 FuLL seT*899 kinG seT$1399 O F F

All Mismatch
Mattresses &
Boxsprings

*On set purchase with factory
select covers. Not applicable
on previous purchases. One

coupon per set purchase. See

store for details.
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v7 PLUSH
1-Sided No Flip Starting at

QUEEN SET MATTRESS

52099 “iss

verle TwinseT $1399  ruil seT %1949 «inG seT $2699

BUY MORE Mattress Protectors | Headboards | Pillows

30% OFF
3+ ITEMS

-OR- 0N

20% OFF 21TeMs | |FETIME

On accessory bundles.

SAVE upTO

Wotien *400 OFF

Adjustable Bases!

: Q e
wiE S - ~ N
\ e T Great for watching TV or reading in bed
T T Reduces snoring & acid reflux effects
Alleviates lower back, knee & leg pain | Aids in circulation

LAKE GENEVA © CRYSTAL LAKE McHENRY
2462 Hwy 120 5150 Northwest Hwy 3710?/\/es’r Elm St Fl NANC' NG

262.249.0420 815.455,2570 8155788375 | AVAILABLE

1-866-99-VERLO (866-998-3756) * verlo.com See store for details.
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