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 Lake County Sheriff John D. 
Idleburg is proud to announce that 
K9 Lux, a direct offspring of the 
late K9 Dax, has officially joined 
the Lake County Sheriff’s Office as 
its newest police canine.
 K9 Dax, a highly decorated 
member of the Sheriff’s Canine 
Unit, was injured in March 2024 
while apprehending a fleeing felon. 
The severity of his injuries led to 
his early retirement, and he sadly 
passed away on April 12, 2024.
 Before his passing, K9 Dax fa-
thered a litter of puppies. Among 
them, Deputy John Forlenza—
Dax’s longtime partner—recog-
nized that one stood out with the 
potential to follow in his father’s 
footsteps. That puppy, K9 Lux, was 

selected as the top candidate for fu-
ture law enforcement training.
 Deputy Forlenza was one of two 
deputies selected this winter to be 
a handler of one of the sheriff’s 
office next two canines. Upon re-
ceiving this opportunity, he donat-
ed K9 Lux to Tops K9, the training 
facility responsible for preparing 
the Sheriff’s Canine Unit. K9 Lux 
and Deputy Forlenza have been of-
ficially partnered, to be the newest 
Lake County Sheriff’s Office Ca-
nine Team and the two will begin 
training together this spring. 
 Deputy John Forlenza said, “I 
would like to express my profound 
sense of gratitude and happiness 
that the Lake County Sheriff’s Of-
fice has officially named K9 Dax’s 

son, K9 Lux, as my new partner. 
Dax was remarkable and always 
did his duty with great courage and 
dedication throughout his career. I 
am honored and grateful for the op-
portunity to continue as a member 
of the Lake County Sheriff’s Office 
K9 Team, and to serve the citizens 
of Lake County with K9 Lux.”
 “We are proud to introduce K9 
Lux as the newest member of our 
K9 Unit,” said Sheriff John D. Idle-
burg.  “Lux carries on an incredible 
legacy, as a direct offspring of our 
beloved K9 Dax. We have no doubt 
that Lux, alongside Deputy Forlen-
za, will continue to serve and pro-
tect the residents of Lake County 
with the same dedication and brav-
ery.”

Sheriff Idleburg introduces newest K9

submitted photo Hi-Liter/MCN

 From far left: K9 Lux as a puppy. Lux has grown and is ready 
for training so he can follow in his father’s footsteps and serve as 
a member of the Lake County Sheriff’s Canine Unit. K9 Dax and 
Deputy John Forlenza, holding K9 Lux as a puppy, pose for a photo 
before Dax passed away in April of last year.   
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Pritzker calls $55.2 billion budget ‘responsible and 
balanced’- but warns Trump policies could upend it
Proposal shaves $1.2 billion from November spending estimate, doesn’t include new income or sales tax
capitol News illiNois
 An improved revenue fore-
cast is helping ease pressure 
on state finances as Gov. JB 
Pritzker calls for tightened 
spending to balance the bud-
get without tax increases on 
everyday Illinoisans.
 During his annual state of 
the state and budget address 
last week, Pritzker called for 
a roughly 3 percent spending 
increase to $55.2 billion in fis-
cal year 2026 that will be sup-
ported by a similar increase in 
state revenue to $55.5 billion.
The plan factors in a bet-
ter-than-expected economic 
outlook for the coming fis-
cal year after the governor’s 
office originally projected a 
multi-billion-dollar shortfall 
in November. Pritzker also 
proposed a significant spend-
ing reduction compared to the 
November estimate while still 
increasing spending over cur-
rent-year levels.
 But administration officials 
also warned that the state is 
in large part at the whim of 
President Donald Trump’s 
onslaught of federal policy 
changes.
 The governor’s plan as-
sumes a $173 million increase 
in federal funding, though 
Pritzker named several enact-
ed or feared Trump policies 
that could alter estimates, 
including tariffs, food safe-
ty deregulation and potential 
health care cuts.
 “Let me be clear, this is go-
ing to affect your daily lives,” 
Pritzker said, citing the efforts 
of Trump advisor Elon Musk 
via the federal Department of 
Government Efficiency. “Our 
state budget can’t make up 
for the damage that is done to 
people across our state.”
 The governor called his 
proposal “responsible and 
balanced,” pointing out that it 
doesn’t raise taxes on Illinois-
ans, though he did propose 
a tax hike on certain casino 
profits.
 “If there’s one thing I’ve 
learned as governor, there are 
no magic bean fixes,” Pritzker 
said. “And each year there’s 
some difficulty that requires 
us to work hard to overcome 
it.”
 Part of the spending plan 
includes significant changes 
to immigrant health care pro-
grams, including eliminating 
a program for low-income 
noncitizens living in the U.S. 
without legal permission be-
tween ages 42 and 64.
 Ultimately, lawmakers 
and the governor will have 

to come to an agreement on 
a spending plan by the end 
of May. But the governor’s 
opening salvo could meet 
opposition from Democrat-
ic lawmakers in the General 
Assembly—especially mem-
bers of the Illinois Legislative 
Latino Caucus—due to what 
it doesn’t fund.
 “All of us have been hear-
ing that it was going to be a 
tough budget year. I think 
that we expected there to be 
some things in the budget that 
we weren’t going to be hap-
py with,” Sen. Karina Villa, 
D-West Chicago, said. “But I 
think completely removing a 
program is not anything that 
we were expecting.”

Tightened spending
 Despite the roughly 3 per-
cent spending increase, most 
areas of the state budget 
would see little growth under 
Pritzker’s plan. About 75 per-
cent of the spending increase 
comes from increased funding 
for education, pensions and 
growing health care costs.
 Outside those areas, spend-
ing is up just 1 percent across 
the board.
 The most notable spend-
ing change is the elimination 
of the Health Benefits for 
Immigrant Adults program 
that provides Medicaid-style 
benefits to certain low-in-
come noncitizens ages 42 to 
64. Pritzker proposed leaving 
the Health Benefits for Immi-
grant Seniors program intact 
to serve certain low-income 
noncitizens age 65 and older, 
which will cost the state $132 
million.
 The programs unexpected-
ly stretched the state budget 
in spring 2023 when costs 
were projected to potentially 
reach $1 billion. Lawmakers 
gave the governor authority to 
control costs by pausing en-
rollment and enacting copays, 
and projected program costs 
are now at $558 million in the 
current fiscal year. Enrollment 
in the programs, meanwhile, 
has remained paused.
 Eliminating the program 
for middle-aged adults is pro-
jected to save the general rev-
enue fund about $330 million, 
according to the governor’s 
office. Pritzker told reporters 
he expects the federal gov-
ernment will stop reimburs-
ing states for costs associated 
with programs providing ser-
vices to noncitizens.
 While Pritzker signified 
he’s open to working with 
lawmakers on what programs 

will ultimately be funded, he 
said his overarching goal is a 
balanced budget.
 “If you come to the table 
looking to spend more—I’m 
going to ask you where you 
want to cut,” Pritzker said. 
“I have made difficult deci-
sions—including to programs 
I have championed, which is 
hard for me, just as I know 
some of the difficult decisions 
you will have to make will be 
hard for you.”
 One of the priorities Pritz-
ker put on hold is an increase 
in spending on the state’s 
Early Childhood Block Grant 
program. In the past two 
years, the state has helped 
more than 11,000 children 
access child care as part of a 
multi-year plan. But the gov-
ernor did not request another 
$75 million increase this year 
that would have helped add 
more.
 Pritzker also proposed 
redirecting funds previous-
ly appropriated for asylum 
seekers to other services. That 
includes reducing funding to 
$40 million from $139 mil-
lion for “welcoming centers” 
that helped the state handle 
migrants bused here from 
Texas and other states.
 Pritzker proposed allocat-
ing $282.7 million for Home 
Illinois, a program that pro-
vides services for the home-
less and also provided assis-
tance to new arrivals, keeping 
the program relatively flat 
from a year ago despite advo-
cates’ calls for $100 million in 
new funding. The governor’s 
office said funds that were 
previously directed toward 
asylum seekers in Home Il-
linois would be redirected to 
homeless shelters and other 
services for Illinois’ homeless 
populations.
 Pritzker’s proposal calls 
for allocating $2 million to-
ward maintenance in the 
Department of Corrections, 
the minimum amount recom-
mended. The move comes a 
year after the state allocated 
$900 million to rebuild the 
Stateville and Logan prisons 
after years of deterioration 
and behind-schedule repairs.
 Pritzker also proposed in-
creasing the “rainy day” fund 
by $154 million, bringing its 
balance to $2.5 billion at the 
end of FY26.
 Notably absent from the 
proposal, however, was any 
new funding for public trans-
portation. Chicago-area tran-
sit agencies face a more than 
$700 million shortfall in the 

coming year. Pritzker told re-
porters there still needs to be 
negotiations with the agencies 
about reforms before the state 
commits to new funding.

Education and human 
services
 One of the few areas of the 
budget targeted for a substan-
tial increase is PreK-12 edu-
cation.
 Pritzker’s plan includes the 
statutory minimum increase 
of $350 million for the Evi-
dence-Based Funding formu-
la, a plan lawmakers enacted 
in 2017 to focus new educa-
tion spending on the neediest 
districts.
 That would bring the total 
funding under the EBF for-
mula to $8.9 billion, a $2.1 
billion cumulative increase 
since the program began. 
Pritzker credited that funding 
for helping raise student test 
scores and improving gradua-
tion rates.
 “I believe in building on 
what works,” he said. “So, 
despite the challenge we are 
facing this year, my budget 
proposal increases our com-
mitment to Evidence-Based 
Funding for public education 
so that we put new resources 
in underfunded schools first.”
 His plan also calls for add-
ing $1.3 million for career and 
technical education and main-
taining spending of $3 million 
next year to implement the 
state literacy plan.
 But it also calls for flat 
funding of $748 million 
for Early Childhood Block 
Grants, which help subsidize 
the cost of preschool for at-
risk and low-income children.
All told, Pritzker’s plan would 
bring total general revenue 
fund spending on PreK-12 
education to just under $11.2 
billion, or about $200 million 
less than the Illinois State 
Board of Education had re-
quested.
 State Rep. Will Davis, 
D-Homewood, who chairs the 
House appropriations com-
mittee that deals with public 
schools, said after the speech 
that he thought Pritzker’s plan 
was insufficient, “for the sim-
ple fact that I think we can be 
better at EBF.”
 “Last year, I wanted to ar-
gue for $450 million,” he said 
in an interview of the standard 
yearly increase in EBF fund-
ing. “I think that’s doable. 
I mean, if we’re ever going 
to have a real conversation 
about getting to full funding 
in K-12, we’re going to have 

to increase the EBF alloca-
tion more than what it is right 
now.”
 The governor is also con-
tinuing his effort to increase 
the number of employees at 
the Department of Children 
and Family Services. Pritz-
ker proposed adding 100 new 
employees to increase staffing 
to 4,100 at the department, 
the most since 2002. Under 
his proposal, overall funding 
for DCFS will have increased 
by 100 percent since Pritzker 
took office.
 The Department of Human 
Services would receive $7.9 
billion, including $20 mil-
lion to fund 50-cent-per-hour 
wage increases for direct ser-
vice providers.
 With most of the state’s 
federal pandemic relief funds 
now spent, Pritzker proposed 
allocating some state funding 
to keep up affected programs. 
That includes appropriating 
$40 million from the state’s 
general fund to implement the 
Reimagine Public Safety Act, 
a program designed to reduce 
gun violence.

Revenue changes
 The governor’s budget of-
fice typically makes conser-
vative estimates about reve-
nue. The November forecast 
from the Governor’s Office of 
Management and Budget had 
projected revenues to remain 
flat, driving a deficit of $3.2 
billion.
 But it relied on a September 
economic forecast from the 
financial services company 
S&P Global. The governor’s 
office says S&P has since 
revised its forecasts, leading 
the GOMB to increase its es-
timate by $1.6 billion. Pritz-
ker’s office also now expects 
strong personal and corporate 
income tax growth next year 
in addition to limited sales tax 
growth.
 The revenue outlook for 
the current FY25 budget was 
also revised upwards by $421 
million thanks to personal 
income growth, consumer 
spending and a stable job 
market. The governor’s office 
plans to use the extra revenue 
to introduce $550 million in 
additional spending for the 
current fiscal year.
 But Pritzker also proposed 
spending about $1.2 billion 
less than what the GOMB 
projected in its November es-
timate.
 Another $469 million 
in revenue would be raised 
through other changes to law, 

including adjusting tax rates 
on electronic gambling and 
table games at casinos to gen-
erate $100 million in revenue. 
The plan also calls for pausing 
the transfer of $171 million in 
sales tax collected on motor 
fuel to the road fund and rais-
ing $198 million by providing 
temporary amnesty for indi-
viduals making delinquent tax 
payments.
 But much uncertainty still 
surrounds how much federal 
funding Illinois will receiving 
going forward as the Trump 
administration pledges to cut 
federal spending. “Only an 
idiot” would think cutting off 
critical federal funding is a 
good idea, Pritzker said.
 His proposal still antici-
pates roughly the same level 
of federal support in FY26 as 
the state currently receives. 
Pritzker’s office stressed it’s 
impossible to predict what 
Trump’s administration will 
do, but they believe the fed-
eral government must honor 
longstanding agreements.

State government 
efficiencies
 Pritzker also emphasized 
making state government 
more efficient to save costs 
during his speech.
 The governor announced 
new site readiness and surplus 
property programs that are 
designed to spark econom-
ic development, which ulti-
mately could also amount to 
savings for the state. Pritzker 
proposed allocating $300 mil-
lion to the Illinois Department 
of Central Management to 
repurpose five shuttered state 
prisons and developmental 
centers to ultimately attract 
new private economic devel-
opment at the sites.
 “This proposed budget en-
acts cost-saving operational 
efficiencies, improves pro-
ductivity, curtails new hiring 
at agencies, consolidates un-
necessary segregated funds, 
eliminates dormant boards 
and commissions, and over-
hauls state purchasing to save 
taxpayers money,” Pritzker 
said.
 This includes studies of 
CMS and the Department of 
Transportation to identify 
better hiring and contracting 
practices, merging the mental 
health and substance abuse 
divisions at the Department of 
Public Health and reviewing 
potentially overlapping re-
sponsibilities between town-
ships and other units of gov-
ernment.

Volunteers needed for Birds in 
My Neighborhood program

 Birds in My Neighborhood® is a 
volunteerled, science-based program for 
grades 2–5 that encourages students to 
explore nature in their community through 
bird observation. 
 Volunteers coordinate with teachers to 
schedule two classroom visits and a field 
trip to a local natural area. New volunteers 
must complete training to participate.

Volunteer Instructor 
Commitment: 15-20 hours per season
Responsibilities: 
• Attend 2 training sessions
• Set visit and field trip schedules with 
teachers
• Lead 3 student visits: in-class lesson, 
schoolyard birding, and a field trip to a 
local nature area

FieldTripSupport
Commitment: 5-10 hours per season
Responsibilities:
• Attend the Field Trip Tutorial
• Chaperone at least one field trip, 
assisting with bird identification and 
student support

Spring 2025 Volunteer Training 
Schedulefor Lake& McHenry 
County
• Wednesday, March 5, 9:00 am - 2:30 pm 
Classroom & Schoolyard Tutorials atVolo 
Bog
• Wednesday, March 19, 9:00-11:30 am: 
Field Trip Tutorial at Rollins Savanna 
(rain date, TBD)
 For more information, contact Stacy 
Iwanicki at dnr.volobog@illinois.gov or 
815-344-1294.
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 A story that ran in the Feb. 
19 edition ‘Nonprofit readies 
connection kits for March dis-
tribution to Illinois schools’ 
contained an incorrect email 
and web address. 

 The correct web address is: 
icare4aaff.org, and the email 
address is: laura@icare4aaff.
org.
 The Hi-Liter apologizes 
for the error.

Correction
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 Lake County Board recognized February 11 as 211 Day in Lake County. In attendance for the event were, 
from left: J. Kevin Hunter, Lake County Board, Lori Nerheim, Vice President of Marketing and Communica-
tions for United Way of Lake County, Gale Graves, Vice President of Community Impact for United Way of Lake 
County, Kristi Long, President and CEO of United Way of Lake County, and Sandy Hart, Lake County Board 
Chair.

Help is a call or text away with 211
 The Lake County Board 
recognized February 11, 2025, as 
211 Day, celebrating a vital resource 
that has connected hundreds of 
thousands of residents to critical 
services since its launch.
 By simply dialing 211 or texting 
a ZIP code to 898-211, residents of 
Lake County can connect with live, 
highly trained experts who navigate 
callers to the help they need. These 
services range from addressing food 
insecurity and housing challenges 
to finding health care, behavioral 
health services and much more.
 “Help is just one phone call or 
text away,” said Lake County Board 
Chair Sandy Hart. “211 is here, 24/7, 
for residents who are facing life’s 
challenges. Whether it’s putting food 
on the table, finding a safe place 
to live or accessing critical health 

services, 211 is there to guide and 
support our community.”
 Since its inception in 2019, 
211 has facilitated more than 
375,000 connections for people in 
Lake County. The service is free, 
confidential and accessible in every 
ZIP code across the county. The 211 
team can interpret more than 150 
languages.
 “We deeply appreciate the 
unwavering partnership and 
generous support from Lake 
County since the launch of 211 in 
2019,” said Kristi Long, President 
and CEO of United Way of Lake 
County. “211 Day serves as an 
excellent opportunity to spotlight 
this essential resource that uplifts 
individuals, enhances lives and 
fosters a stronger, more connected 
Lake County.”

 Operated by United Way, 211 
represents a partnership dedicated 
to improving lives and building a 
stronger community. Lake County 
plays a key role in raising awareness 
of 211 and provides financial 
support to sustain its services. 
 “211 is helping people get 
connected to resources they may 
not even know exist,” said J. 
Kevin Hunter, Lake County Board 
representative on the 211 Advisory 
Council. “We encourage everyone 
to tell their friends and family about 
211. It could just change someone’s 
life.”
 Today, 211 is available to 99 
percent of America’s population, 
offering a lifeline to those in 
need. To learn more about 211 
and the resources it provides, visit 
211LakeCounty.org.
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LAKE COUNTY LIQUOR ADS
Sale Dates: 

2/26- 3/4/2025
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Cash & Carry Coupon 
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HARD TRUTH
MAPLE BOURBON CREAM 

LONG DRINK
COCKTAILS

($29.99 LESS $5
INSTANT REBATE)

6-12 OZ. 
CANS

750 ML

NUE
TEXAS VODKA SKYLINE GIN 

Sazerac Rye ................................................................$29.99
Rittenhouse Rye .........................................................$31.99
Aged in Stagg Bourbon Barrel

Dancing Goat Brandy .................................................$39.99
Copper & Cask Bourbon ............................................$49.99
Limousin 10 Yr. Rye Aged in Weller Barrel ...........$54.99
Whistlepig Piggyback Rye ........................................$54.99
Plantation 12 Year Rum ............................................$59.99
Jeppson 8yr Bourbon ................................................$64.99
Jack Daniels Barrel Proof Tennessee Whiskey ....$65.99
Starlight Rye Apricot Brandy Finish .......................$79.99
NULU Bourbon Toasted Barrel .................................$89.99
Smokewagon Bourbon ..............................................$94.99

MILAGRO
SILVER TEQUILA

$999

antiochwine.com

1180 South Main Street
Southwest Corner Rt. 173 & 83

Antioch, IL 60002 • 847-395-3540

YELLOWSTONE
93PF BOURBON

11:00 am-7:00 pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
9:00 am-9:00 pm Thursday, Friday, Saturday

9:00 am-5:00 pm Sunday

HARTLEY’S BRANDY
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PARROT BAY SPICED
OR WHITE RUM

HOUSE OF STUART
SCOTCH

Primitive Sports: Archery 
and Tomahawk Throw
 Saturday, March 1, 10:30 
a.m. to noon, Prairieview Edu-
cation Center, Crystal Lake. 
 Test your primitive outdoor 
survival skills and try your 
hand at shooting archery and 
throwing tomahawks. Ages 7+. 

Festival of the Sugar 
Maples
 Friday, March 8, Saturday, 
march 9, Friday, March 15 and 
Saturday, March 16, 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., Coral Woods Conserva-
tion Area, Marengo.
 Learn how maple syrup was 
first made hundreds of years 
ago and how we collect sap 
from the trees today! Try your 
hand at using tools to tap trees 
and watch as it is boiled in our 
evaporator house. You’ll even 
get a chance to taste pure maple 
syrup! This event is free and for 
all ages, but registration is rec-
ommended.

Basecamp Basics: 
Firebuilding and Safety
 Thursday, March 20, 6:30-
8 p.m., Prairieview Education 
Center, Crystal Lake. 
 Learn basic camping skills 
like how to safely build a fire. 
This program focuses on teach-
ing adults camping skills, with 
activities and hands-on prac-
tice. Ages 14+
 
 Animal Tracks 
Detective School
 Friday, march 21, 10-11 
a.m., Pleasant Valley Conser-
vation Area, Woodstock. 
 Use magnifying glasses and 
your detective skills to find and 
study the tracks of local crea-
tures like deer, raccoons and 
coyotes! Ages 2-6. 

Grounding Yoga & 
Meditation
 Saturday, March 22, 9:30-
10:30 a.m., Prairieview Educa-
tion Center, Crystal Lake. 
 Join us for a gentle flow 
yoga practice inside the Prai-
rieview Education Center with 
a view of the prairie. Plese 

bring your own mat. Ages 14+.

Spring Break Camp
 Tuesday, march 25 – Thurs-
day, March 27, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., 
Lost Valley Visitor Center, Gla-
cial Park, Ringwood. 
 Looking for something fun 
to do over spring break? Join 
us for three days of team-based 
outdoor activities, nature ex-
ploration, campfires and much 
more! Ages 8-11.

Paddling McHenry County
 Tuesday, March 25, 7-8 
p.m., Lost Valley Visitor Cen-
ter, Glacial Park, Ringwood. 
 Learn everything you need 
to know about paddling in 
McHenry Count in this infor-
mational presentation including 
how to dress, how to plan your 
shuttle, how to read the USGS 
water level website and more. 
Ages 14+.

 For more information or to 
sign up for programs please 
visit the McHenry County 
Conservation District website 
at MCCDistrict.org.

MCCD events

capitol news illinois
 A second protest against 
the Trump administration took 
place in front of the Illinois 
Capitol Feb. 17, less than two 
weeks after the first such pro-
test was held.
 The protest was part of the 
“50501 movement,” which 
calls for 50 protests in 50 states 
on one day. This is the same en-
tity that put together a similar 
protest Feb. 5, which was one 
of dozens of protests that took 
place across the nation that day.
 Build The Resistance, one of 
the main websites being used to 
organize these protests, called it 
the “2nd National 50501 Day 
of Action,” and started the pro-
test’s slogan of “No Kings on 

President’s Day.”
 The 50501 Reddit account 
posted the initial protest posters 
Feb. 10, which were pictures of 
President Donald Trump wear-
ing a crown next to the words 
“President not King,” “Presi-
dent not God,” and “President 
not Führer.”
Organizers of the Illinois-based 
protest issued a statement for 
the Feb. 17 protest, calling it 
“No Kings” Day. The state-
ment included several national 
and Illinois-specific requests 
that revolved around issues 
including diversity, equity and 
inclusion programs, LGBTQ+ 
rights, citizenship rights, im-
migration, Elon Musk, and the 
Department of Government Ef-

Second ‘50501’ protest held outside Illinois Capitol
Protestors take aim at Trump, call for ‘No Kings on Presidents Day’

ficiency.
 Tristan Sites, a Lincoln res-
ident who identified himself 
as one of the organizers of 
the Springfield rally, said the 
protest was not simply about 
Trump.
 “We have no kings in this 
country,” Sites said. “This isn’t 
about Trump as a person any-
more. This is about the fact that 
Trump and his people are cur-
rently trying to systematically 
destroy the government that 
makes us allowed to be free in 
this country.”
 As protestors began to arrive 
around noon, organizers played 
music from speakers, includ-
ing a song by Woody Guthrie, 
titled “All You Fascists Bound 
to Lose.” They also set up a 

table displaying copies of the 
national movement’s press re-
lease, a list of chants to be used, 
markers and cardboard to make 
signs. By 1 p.m., hundreds had 
gathered in front of the state-
house.
At 1:30 p.m. they embarked on 
a 6-block march through down-
town Springfield. Afterwards, 
event organizers gave speeches 
and started chants in front of 
the Capitol.
 “I know a lot of people are 
of the opinion that standing out 
here with a sign and yelling 
into the void really doesn’t do 
much,” Sites said. “I disagree. 
And the reason I disagree is 
because it gets people talking 
about it. The fact that so many 
people are now involved in this 

movement and so many people 
are aware of what’s happening 
is because one person on Red-
dit made a post and then it hap-
pened.”
 The 50501 movement has 
labelled itself as a grassroots 
movement with no single orga-
nizer. Sites said he heard about 
the movement on Reddit and 
joined the Illinois-based chat 
on a Discord server, which he 
said seemed to “blow up over-
night.”
“Myself and a few of the oth-
er organizers have a long his-
tory in event organization,” 
Sites said. “We run several 
small-scale convention events 
throughout the Midwest. We’re 
not affiliated, really, but we 
used that experience as trans-

ferable skills in order to make 
sure that we were able to put 
this event together in a way that 
would keep people safe.”
 He said Gov. JB Pritzker 
is doing an “incredible job” 
handling and criticizing the 
actions of Trump and his ad-
ministration and called Pritzker 
the Illinois-based movement’s 
“MVP.”
 “We also know that our oth-
er representatives and our other 
politicians could be doing more 
to vocally support the people of 
this state,” he said “Gov. Pritz-
ker, like I said, his office is do-
ing an incredible job. We want 
to hear more from the other 
people in positions of power in 
the state of Illinois. We want to 
hear that you are on our side.”

Regional Office of Education 
seeking sponsors for 2025 
Scripps National Spelling Bee
 The McHenry County Regional Office of Education 
is seeking generous, community-minded sponsors to 
help send the winner of the McHenry County Regional 
Spelling Bee to the 2025 Scripps National Spelling Bee. 
 This year’s McHenry County Regional Spelling 
Bee will take place at 1 p.m Wednesday, March 19 
at Bernotas Middle School, in Crystal Lake. The 
champion of the local competition will represent 
McHenry County in the Scripps National Spelling Bee, 
which takes place May 27-29 in National Harbor, Md. 
The Scripps National Spelling Bee celebrates its 100th 
birthday this year. 
 Sponsors who are interested can contact Hartmann at 
815-334-4055, or at DKHartmann@mchenrycountyil.gov.
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E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to: news@hi-liter.com

BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade stands, 
school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE,

southernlakesnewspapers.com

This is your 
chance to 

promote your 
organization 

or special 
event! 

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER.

376286

submitted photo Hi-Liter/MCN

Pet of the week
 Dorito, is about 3 months old, neutered, up-to-
date on shots, tested negative for FIV, feline leuke-
mia and heartworm and microchipped. 
 While walk-ins are welcome, adoptions are by 
appointments only to ensure we have the staff 
available to help adopters. For information and/
or to complete an online application, please visit 
www.saveapetil.org/adopt.

MCCD hosts annual Festival of the Sugar Maples
 McHenry County Conser-
vation District is hosting its 
annual Festival of the Sugar 
Maples event on Saturday 
and Sunday, March 8 and 
9 as well as Saturday and 
Sunday, March 15 and 16 

from 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at 
Coral Woods Conservation 
Area, 7400 Somerset Drive 
in Marengo. This event in-
troduces visitors to the pro-
cess of turning sap from 
maple trees into maple syrup 

through hour-long tours and 
hands-on demonstrations 
and activities. Attendance 
is free and all ages are wel-
come. No pets, please.
 Tours begin every 15 
minutes. Participants can 

expect to learn the history 
of maple sugaring and the 
evolution of the sap collec-
tion process. They can even 
purchase a spile to try their 
hand at tapping their own 
trees at home. Maple syrup 

and other maple products 
will be available on site for 
purchase. 
 This year’s event is made 
possible in part by support 
from Lakes Realty Group, 
Thelen Sand and Gravel and 

Suburban Propane.
 Pre-registration is not re-
quired, but to avoid longer 
wait times, registration is 
recommended. Register on-
line at MCCD.me/FSM.

submitted photo Hi-Liter/MCN

 Scenes from past Festival of the Sugar Maples events. This years activities will 
take place on March 8, 9, 15, and 16 at Coral Woods Conservation Area in Marengo. 

Registration isn’t required, but is recommended, to avoid long wait times. Online 
registration is available at MCCD.me/FSM. 

capitol News illiNois
 Majority Party Democrats 
had mixed reactions to Gov. 
JB Pritzker’s budget address 
last week, with leadership in 
the General Assembly offer-
ing praise amid criticisms 
from members of the leg-
islature’s Black and Latino 
caucuses.
 The governor’s budget 
speech—which outlined a 
$2 billion spending increase 
without new taxes on every-
day Illinoisans—also drew 

immediate criticism from 
Republicans, some of whom 
left the House floor as he 
drew parallels between the 
Trump administration and 
Nazi Germany in the 1930s.
 The Illinois Legislative 
Black Caucus and Illinois 
Legislative Latino Caucus 
together include about a 
quarter of all lawmakers in 
the General Assembly. Sev-
eral of them pushed back 
on the governor’s proposal, 
which he called “responsible 

and balanced.”
 “This is not a time for 
celebration,” Sen. Willie 
Preston, D-Chicago, said at 
a news conference. “Bud-
gets reveal the morals and 
the values of our state. In 
Illinois, Black communities 
contribute significantly to 
the economy, yet when the 
budget is finalized, those 
contributions are not flowing 
back into our community.”
 At least two Black Cau-
cus members said they 

wouldn’t vote for Pritzker’s 
proposal as it stands today—
though the February budget 
proposal only kicks off ne-
gotiations each year, with a 
budget vote coming gener-
ally in May after lawmakers 
make changes.
 Sen. Javier Cervantes, 
D-Chicago, said the Lati-
no Caucus was “profound-
ly disappointed” in Pritz-
ker’s proposal to eliminate 
a health care program for 
many immigrants.

 Republicans, meanwhile, 
took exception to the gov-
ernor’s tone during his ad-
dress, accusing him of using 
the opportunity to further 
his rumored ambitions for 
higher office. Still, several 
Republicans suggested there 
is room for collaboration on 
some of Pritzker’s policy 
proposals relating to eco-
nomic development and pre-
scription drug affordability.

Black Caucus reaction

Black, Latino lawmakers criticize Pritzker’s proposed budget
Republicans take issue with governor’s rhetoric, spending growth

 Black Caucus members 
said the governor’s proposed 
budget does not adequately 
address “historical dispari-
ties” within the state’s Black 
communities and does not 
reflect the priorities of Black 
Illinoisans.
 Preston said Black tax-
payers are not getting their 
“fair cuts” of state aid.
Rep. Carol Ammons, D-Ur-
bana, said she will not vote 
for the budget until the 
Black community receives 
more resources.
 As hundreds gathered 
around the podium on the 
Capitol rotunda where the 
caucus gave its response, 
Rep. Will Davis, D-Home-
wood, asked for the crowd’s 
opinion on the proposal.
 “Did you hear some-
thing that applies directly 
to you?” he asked. “Did you 
hear something in that bud-
get speech that talks about 
you? And your priorities? 
And your family? And your 
employment? And your 
community? Did you hear 
it? I didn’t.”
 Davis later said he would 
vote “present” on the budget 
as of now.
 Other Black Caucus mem-
bers were more supportive. 
Sen. Elgie Sims, who has 
led budget negotiations for 
the Senate Democratic cau-
cus for the last several years, 
said Pritzker’s proposal is a 
“great first step.” The Chica-
go Democrat said he doesn’t 
have any major issues with 

See budget, Page 6
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Annual Point-in-Time Homeless count conducted in Lake County
 More than 100 volunteers 
worked overnight into Thurs-
day, January 30 to conduct the 
2025 Homeless Point-in-Time 
(P.I.T.) Count. Led by the 
Lake County Coalition for the 
Homeless, in collaboration 
with Lake County Commu-
nity Development, the P.I.T 
Count is a vital initiative that 
measures unhoused individ-
uals and families across the 
community on a single night 

every January.  
 Volunteers teamed up in 
groups of two to five to search 
Lake County for individuals 
living in places not suitable 
for habitation. They drove 
within designated areas while 
searching on foot, giving 
out care packages with hats, 
gloves, blankets, hand warm-
ers and protein bars to those 
they encountered. Teams also 
offered transportation to a lo-

cal shelter and a resource to 
follow up to provide further 
assistance.  
 “I want to thank the over-
whelming number of Lake 
County residents who volun-
teered last night—they left 
their warm homes to seek 
out our unhoused neighbors 
to help them find permanent 
shelter,” said Lake Coun-
ty Board Chair Sandy Hart. 
“Family homelessness is in-

creasing around the country, 
and Lake County is no ex-
ception. The data we gather 
tonight will help us target re-
sources for the greatest benefit 
of those who are suffering.” 
 Lake County is firm-
ly committed to addressing 
homelessness. The rising cost 
of housing has significantly 
contributed to the growing 
number of people experi-
encing homelessness in the 

county and across the country, 
especially for families. The 
County’s Strategic Plan prior-
itizes increasing the supply of 
affordable housing in support 
of fostering a healthy and in-
clusive community.   
 The P.I.T. Count takes 
place nationwide and is re-
ported into the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). Data 
from this count helps guide 

the work needed to effec-
tively address homelessness 
not only in Lake County but 
across the country.  
 Last year, the P.I.T. Count 
saw a 50 percent increase in 
unhoused individuals in Lake 
County compared to 2023. 
Data from 2023 also showed 
85 percent of the homeless 

See homeleSS count, 
Page 7

AUTO SHOWSALES EVENT*

*Prices do not include tax, title, license and service fee. Dealership is not responsible for printing errors. Please see dealership for details. Sale ends 3/4/2025.

468377

OVER 180
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES!

Nick Kramer Jeff MucksPatrick Lynch Tyler Swanson Bob ChristensenIsaac ThielGeoff Eckhardt Graham RobsonBob LaBadieJim Olsson

Alfredo MoralesEvan RichterChris Kahlmorgan Joe ZubarikCraig Roffers Pedro PerezDan DotzlerPete Manos Donna JanzThomas Gier

2018 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT

$14,990

P16510A

2021 NISSAN VERSA SV

$14,990

P16544

2017 SUBARU WRX PREMIUM

$17,790

M240631B

2021 VW ATLAS SE
$26,990

P16597

2017 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 WORK TRUCK

$15,590

250051A

2022 VW PASSAT SE

$17,990

P16541

2019 CHEVY EQUINOX PREMIER

$22,490

P16604

2022 RAM 1500 LARAMIE

$29,490

P16492A

2023 BUICK ENCORE GX

$22,490

P16595

2022 CHEVY BLAZER RS

$33,490

P16500

2017 HYUNDAI SANTA FE SPORT

$14,990

P16344A

2021 BUICK ENCORE GX PREFERRED

$20,490

P16588

2021 GMC SIERRA ELEVATION

$41,990

P16565

2019 FORD F-150 XLT

$28,990
63,000 MILES

250272A

2023 CHEVY TAHOE Z71

$58,990

P16474

2021 CHEVY SILVERADO LT TRAILBOSS

$42,990

P16603

2022 CHEVY COLORADO ZR2

$37,490
ONLY 11,000 MILES

P16438

2020 CHEVY SILVERADO LT

$25,490

250243A

2023 FORD F-150 XLT
$37,990

P16481

2021 SUBARU ASCENT LIMITED

$23,990

P16369A
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Court & crime news

 342522

We want your news!
The Hi-Liter is looking to publish the news 
of your lives in stories and photos. Are you 
hosting an event? Send us a preview story. 
Do you know someone who recently won 
an award? Send us a photo along with the 
pertinent information. Community events, 
school activities and family milestones are 

all fair game and will be considered for print. 
ITEMS MAY BE SENT TO 

news@hi-liter.com
 PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND A PHONE 

NUMBER SO WE CAN CONTACT YOU IF NEEDED.

 L a k e 
C o u n t y 
Sheriff’s De-
tectives have 
been inves-
tigating this 
h o m i c i d e 
since it oc-
curred. Their 
investigation 
revealed that 
Cyncere L. Tillman, 24, of 
the 300 block of Green Bay 
Road, Waukegan, arranged 
to meet with the victim, 
Tavontee Fox, an associate 
of his. The meeting took 
place near Tillman’s friend’s 
house in the 39300 block 
of Melbourne Court, Beach 
Park.
 During their interaction, 
an argument ensued, and 
Tillman produced a firearm, 
firing multiple rounds at 
Fox—who was in the pas-
senger seat of a vehicle—as 
well as the driver.  Fox was 
struck and died shortly after 
the driver took him to the 
hospital.
 Through evidence and 
thorough investigative work, 
Tillman was identified as the 
suspect. Sheriff’s detectives 
arrested him without inci-
dent yesterday in the 300 
block of Washington Street, 
Waukegan.
 After reviewing the 
facts and circumstances of 
the case, the Lake County 
State’s Attorney’s Office 
approved two counts of first 

degree murder against Till-
man.
 Tillman was being held in 
the Lake County Jail pend-
ing an initial court hearing..
 While Tillman has been 
charged, sheriff’s detectives 
continue to investigate. 
 Sheriff John D. Idleburg 
said, “Our detectives have 
been investigating this ho-
micide nonstop since it oc-
curred. Because of their 
dedication and tenacious 
investigative work, the man 
responsible for this crime is 
in custody and charged with 
murder. We are also thankful 
for the ongoing collabora-
tion with the Lake County 
State’s Attorney’s Office.”
 All defendants are pre-
sumed innocent unless prov-
en guilty in a court of law. 
 
Beach Park Homicide 
Investigation
 Lake County Sheriff’s 
Deputies are investigating a 
Sunday afternoon homicide 
that occurred in Beach Park.
 On February 9, 2025, at 
approximately 12:10 p.m., 
Lake County Sheriff’s Dep-
uties responded to 39300 
block of Melbourne Court 
in Beach Park, for a report 
of shots fired.  A 911 caller 
reported they heard several 
shots and saw two African 
American men, aged 20-25, 
running from the scene. 
 Sheriff’s deputies arrived 
and located several spent 

shell casings on the road-
way, along with shattered 
glass from a car. A short 
time later, sheriff’s deputies 
learned a vehicle was driven 
to Vista East Medical Center 
in Waukegan, and a gunshot 
victim was dropped off from 
the vehicle.
 The gunshot victim, a 
24-year-old Waukegan man, 
was pronounced deceased 
shortly after arriving.
 Sheriff’s detectives are 
actively investigating. Any-
one with information is en-
couraged to call the Lake 
County Sheriff’s Office 
Criminal Investigations Di-
vision at 847-377-4000.

Three vehicle crash ends 
in one fatality and five 
seriously injured
 A 33-year-old Elgin man 
was pronounced dead, and 
five others were injured fol-
lowing a three-vehicle crash 
on US Route 14 west of 
Dean Street, in unincorpo-
rated Woodstock. 
 On Sunday February 16, 
at 3:13 p.m., members of the 
McHenry County Sheriff’s 
Office, Woodstock Police 
Department, and Woodstock 
Fire & Rescue District re-
sponded to the crash scene. 
Additional rescue services 
were requested from Crys-
tal Lake Fire Rescue De-
partment, Wonder Lake Fire 
Protection District, Hunt-
ley Fire Protection District, 

Marengo Fire and Rescue 
District, Union Fire Protec-
tion District, and McHenry 
County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.      
 Preliminary investigation 
indicates that a 2018 Mer-
cedes-Benz was traveling 
eastbound on US Route 14 
and a 2017 Toyota 4 Runner 
was traveling westbound on 
US Route 14. 
 The Mercedes attempted 
to pass a vehicle pulling a 
trailer in a no passing zone 
and then collided with the 4 
Runner head-on in the west-
bound lane.
 A 2018 Jeep, traveling 
westbound behind the Toyo-
ta, struck the left rear of the 
Toyota while attempting to 
avoid the initial crash. The 
Jeep sustained minor dam-
age, and no one was injured 
in that vehicle. 
 The driver of the Mer-
cedes, a 33-year-old Elgin 
man, was pronounced dead 
at the scene. A 6-year-old 
male passenger was air lift-
ed from the scene and with 
life-threatening injuries. The 
driver was not believed to 
be wearing his seatbelt at 
the time of the crash, but the 
passenger was. Airbags did 
deploy in the car.
 The driver of the 4 Run-
ner, a 43-year-old male of 
Cross Plains, WI was trans-
ported to a local hospital 
with life-threatening inju-
ries. A 43-year-old female 

passenger, also of Cross 
Plains WI, was transported 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries. Two passengers, 
an 11-year-old female and 
13-year-old male were both 
transferred to local hospi-
tals and later airlifted with 
life-threatening injuries. All 
were wearing their seatbelts 
at the time of the crash and 
airbags did deploy.
 The Mercedes is believed 
to have been involved in a 
crash on US Route 14 near 
the intersection with Kish-
waukee Valley Road prior to 
this crash. All events are part 
of an ongoing investigation 
by McHenry County Sher-
iff’s Office Major Traffic 
Crash Investigation Unit and 
the McHenry County Coro-
ner’s Office. 

Man sentenced to 18 
years for unlawful 
possession of a 
controlled 
substance
 T h e 
M c H e n -
ry County 
State’s Attor-
ney’s Office 
a n n o u n c e d 
that Jose Zu-
niga-Olivas, 
55, of Rock-
ford, Illinois, was sentenced 
to eighteen years in the Il-
linois Department of Cor-
rections. The sentence was 
handed down on February 

18, by the Honorable Tiffa-
ny Davis, after Zuniga-Ol-
ivas entered a negotiated 
plea of guilty to one count 
of Unlawful Possession of 
a Controlled Substance, a 
class one felony.
 On August 2, 2023, the 
McHenry County Sheriff’s 
Office conducted a traffic 
stop on a vehicle that Zuni-
ga-Olivas was traveling in. 
A McHenry County Sher-
iff’s K-9 alerted on the ve-
hicle indicating the presence 
of narcotics, and a search of 
the vehicle resulted in dep-
uties finding approximately 
three kilograms of heroin. 
Throughout the course of the 
investigation, it was discov-
ered that Zuniga-Olivas had 
planned on delivering the 
heroin in Crystal Lake.
 McHenry County State’s 
Attorney Randi Freese ex-
tends her commendation 
to the dedicated members 
of the McHenry County 
Sheriff’s Office, including 
Sheriff K-9 Jett and handler 
Caitlynn Kelly, as well as 
the exceptional team within 
the Sheriff’s Office Intelli-
gence Led Policing Unit on 
their diligent and effective 
investigative efforts in com-
batting illegal drug sales and 
distribution in our county. 
 This case was success-
fully prosecuted by Assis-
tant State’s Attorney Shelby 
Page and Matthew Broders-
en.

Cyncere L. 
Tillman

Jose Zuniga-
Olivas

Man charged with murder stemming 
from Beach Park homicide investigation

the proposal but wants addi-
tional details on a few items.
 “I often say—and I’ve 
said this to our caucus on 
a number of different oc-
casions—there are infinite 
needs with finite resources,” 
Sims said. “From our per-
spective, that’s why these 
next couple of months, as 
we go through negotiations, 
we’re going to have to match 
those infinite needs to the fi-
nite resource we have.”
Sims said members need to 
be responsible and prudent 
on this year’s budget due to 
“so much unpredictability 
coming out of D.C.”

Latino Caucus reaction
 Pritzker’s proposed bud-
get would eliminate the 
Health Benefits for Immi-
grant Adults program that 
provides coverage to low-in-

come people between ages 
42 and 64 who would quali-
fy for Medicaid if they were 
citizens. Pritzker’s office 
projected the cut would save 
$330 million in general fund 
spending. Its sister program, 
Health Benefits for Immi-
grant Seniors, was not cut 
from the proposed budget.
 Pritzker said he’d work 
with lawmakers on his pro-
posal but urged them not to 
come to negotiations empty 
handed.
 “If you come to the table 
looking to spend more, I’m 
going to ask you where you 
want to cut,” Pritzker said.
 Members of the Latino 
Caucus said they were go-
ing to go through the bud-
get “line-by-line” to try and 
keep HBIA on the table.
 “We will be talking about 
other options, revenue op-

•	Budget	(Continued from page 4)

tions, and other options that 
could be on the table to make 
sure that all of our programs 
are preserved,” Rep. Lilian 
Jiménez, D-Chicago, said.
 Caucus members said 
Pritzker did not inform them 
before the budget address 
that HBIA was on the chop-
ping block.
 “All of us have been hear-
ing that it was going to be a 
tough budget year. I think 
that we expected there to 
be some things in the bud-
get that we weren’t going 
to be happy with,” Sen. Ka-
rina Villa, D-West Chicago, 
said. “But I think complete-
ly removing a program is 
not anything that we were 
expecting.”

Republicans criticize 
message
 Republicans reacted an-
grily to the speech, espe-
cially Pritzker’s criticisms 
of the Trump administration 
and frequent references to 
Nazi Germany.
 Near the end of his 
speech, Pritzker used the 
recent conviction of for-
mer Illinois House Speaker 
Michael Madigan on fed-
eral corruption charges to 
call out Republicans who 
have remained largely silent 
about actions of the Trump 
administration that have 
been challenged or even re-
versed in federal courts.
 “If you applauded that 
(Madigan) decision like I 
did, then I expect you to de-
fend and applaud those same 
federal courts as they check 
this president in his quest for 
unrestrained power,” Pritz-
ker said.
 He wrapped up his speech 
with a warning about the 
dangers of neo-Nazis, com-

paring the rise of Trump’s 
Make America Great Again 
movement with the rise of 
fascism in Germany in the 
1930s.
 “The seed that grew into 
a dictatorship in Europe a 
lifetime ago didn’t arrive 
overnight. It started with ev-
eryday Germans mad about 
inflation and looking for 
someone to blame,” Pritz-
ker said. “I’m watching with 
a foreboding dread what is 
happening in our country 
right now.”
 Some Republicans 
walked out.
 Deputy Minority Leader 
Ryan Spain, R-Peoria, ac-
cused Pritzker of delivering 
a campaign speech by “play-
ing to what he believes is a 
national message and feed-
ing his presidential ambi-
tions.”
 “That was appalling to 
sit there,” House Minority 
Leader Tony McCombie, 
R-Savanna, said during a 
news conference after the 
speech. “It was, it was hard 
to sit there through that.”
 On the substance of the 
governor’s budget plan, 
however, House Republi-
cans said there appears to be 
some areas for potential for 
bipartisan agreement, such 
as calls for lowering the cost 
of prescription drugs and in-
vesting in economic devel-
opment initiatives.
 “There were things that 
are opportunities for col-
laboration in government, 
which is what we’d like to 
see more of,” Spain said. 
“But we’re going to have to 
put aside the insulting na-
tional rhetoric in order to do 
so.”

Democrats have 

questions
 Democrats applauded 
Pritzker’s invocation of 
Nazi Germany.
 “I thought it was a speech 
for our moment,” Senate 
President Don Harmon, 
D-Oak Park, said in a state-
ment. “The governor recog-
nizes that our budget doesn’t 
exist in a vacuum and is sub-
ject to the economic winds 
in Washington and our place 
on the greater world stage.”
 Other Democrats said 
they wanted to know what 
the governor’s contingency 
plans are if there are major 
cuts to federal funding.
 And while members of 
the Latino Caucus are look-
ing for ways to save HBIA, 
other Democrats said the 
governor made the right call 
in cutting it.
 Speaking as the chair of 
the “New Democrats” cau-
cus, a recently rebranded 
caucus of roughly two doz-
en moderate Illinois House 
members, Rep. Terra Costa 
Howard, D-Glen Ellyn, said 
HBIA’s elimination should 
tell Democrats to think dif-
ferently about funding re-
quests.
 “It’s a positive step to-
ward acknowledging that the 
accountability of programs 
and the programs needs to 
be better before we pass the 
law,” she said.
 Crespo continued his crit-
icism of Democrats for pass-
ing bills that are “subject to 
appropriation” yet not fund-
ed in the budget – creating 
future-year spending pres-
sures and giving “folks a 
false sense of hope.”
 “When we pass legisla-
tion or appropriation bills, 
we need to do a better job on 
the front end to make sure 

that we understand poten-
tially how much it’s going to 
cost,” Crespo said.
 Both Costa Howard and 
Crespo were among a group 
of Democrats who opposed 
elements of the FY25 budget 
last spring, in a rare dissent 
from Pritzker and their cau-
cus’ leadership.
 They both agreed that 
they’d like to see a return to 
empowering appropriations 
committees to better police 
funding requests. House 
Speaker Emanuel “Chris” 
Welch, D-Hillside, has in-
creasingly relied on internal 
working groups composed 
of House Democrats to craft 
major legislation on key 
subjects, rather than allow-
ing them to come together 
through the committee pro-
cess.
 “If we don’t go back and 
start using our aprops (ap-
propriations) committees, 
then what is the point?” Cos-
ta Howard said. “It’s a waste 
of everyone’s time.”
 Welch didn’t issue a 
statement himself, though 
his spokesperson sent one 
on behalf of his four-person 
budgeting team.
 “Governor Pritzker 
shared his vision of ways to 
continue strengthening our 
state and uplifting work-
ing people,” Reps. Robyn 
Gabel, Kam Buckner, Will 
Guzzardi and Eva-Dina Del-
gado said in a statement. 
“Now the work of creating 
a budget that invests in Il-
linois families begins. We 
know the most important 
goal is to continue our work 
of helping people make ends 
meet, but we also know the 
biggest challenge in that 
work will be the chaos and 
uncertainty in Washington.”
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FOR RENT
AUCTION

HELP WANTEDFOR sALE

TRANsPORTATION

REAL EsTATE

    Classifieds

Lake County Sheriff’s arrest bulletin

Automobiles
2001 FORD MUSTANG CON-
VERTIBLE blk on brn, 90K 
miles, new tires, new brakes, 
mechanically sound throughout, 
minor scratches on body, leath-
er seats, V-6 engine, premium 
sound system and ice-cold a/c 
and hot heat. $6000. call 262-
496-5739.

Automobiles 
Wanted

CASH FOR YOUR FULL SIZE 

JUNK TrUcKS & SUV’s. haUL 

aWaY 7 DaYS a WeeK! caLL 

262-758-1807.

Campers and RVs

2016 FLEETWOOD TERRA 34B 

MOTOR HOME 35’ 27,000 miles 

3 Slideouts 2 New WI-fI TV’s 

5.5k Generator.  $79,000 262-

206-4164.

Skilled Trades
PERMA-STRUCTO, INC. IS 
CURRENTLY HIRING for con-
crete foundation Laborers & 
concrete finishers. Job duties 
include but are not limited to 
setting up, pouring and stripping 
of foundations and setting up, 
pouring, and finishing of flatwork. 
essential functions: · be able 
to perform basic labor and con-
struction duties.  Preferred: 1+ 
year(s) of experience in concrete 
or similar construction job · have 
your own transportation to and 
from our office, transportation 
from office to job will be provid-
ed * have good communication 
skills and able to work with others 
on the job · able to lift and carry 
50-100 lbs. hourly rates vary on 

the individual’s experience and 

knowledge. along with hourly 

rates, we offer a compensation 

package that is considered the 

best in our industry. Please con-

tact:  hr@permastructo.com

Help Wanted
HELP WANTED: WAREHOUSE 

LIGhT machINeS, maILINGS, 

INKJeT. WILL TraIN The beST 

caNDIDaTe. 3 DaYS Per 

WeeK. 18-26 hOUrS. mON/

TUeS/WeD. caLL TO INQUIre 

262-725-7704.

Managerial
WAREHOUSE  ASSISTANT 
MANAGER 4 DaYS Per WeeK. 
DeLaVaN LOcaTION. PUb-
LISherS Of WeeKLY NeWS-
PaPerS & Tmc PrODUcTS. 
caLL TO INQUIre 262-725-
7704 Or SeND reSUme TO 
lsweet@rvpublishing.com

Part Time Help 
Wanted

DATA ENTRY, MAILROOM 
PREPARATIONS fLeXIbLe 
hOUrS. PLeaSe aPPLY aT 
1102 aNN ST. DeLaVaN, WI 
Or caLL 262-725-7704 TO IN-
QUIre

Other Real Estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE all real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the fair housing act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers 
are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call hUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone 
number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. eQUaL hOUS-
ING OPPOrTUNITY

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN 
ADS cannot be credited or re-
funded after the ad has been 
placed. Ads canceled before 
deadline will be removed from 
the paper as a service to our 
customers, but no credit or 
refund will be issued to your 
account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs

7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 

sell as a group or individually. Lo-

cated at roselawn memory Gar-

dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 

WI 53147. This is a private 

sale. Contact Randy, the seller 

at randy@slpublishers.com.

2021 JAYCO JAYFLIGHT SLX 

264 bunk house. In new condi-

tion. Loaded. NO SLIDe. Price to 

sell $18,500. call 815-494-8309

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1949 CHEVY STYLELINE DE-
LUXE 2 Door, New engine, New 
tires, clean interior. runs Great! 
$7,500. elkhorn Text only (708) 
785-2440.

1952 CHEVY PICKUP Solid Ne-
vada truck, runs great. $19,750. 
(262) 949-6997.

Trucks & Trailers
UTILITY TRAILER With tool box 
and ramps. high speed tires. 
$1,800. ObO. call 224-518-6491

DATA ENTRY CLERK
 This individual will be inputting information from a variety of 
sources into documents as well as performing other clerical 
functions in our Creative Department. The 20-25 hour/week 
flexible position is available now. The successful Data Entry 
Clerk applicant will possess the following: 
 • High school diploma or equivalent
 • Data entry experience 
 • Knowledge of correct spelling, grammar and punctuation
 • Ability to be detail-oriented while working under a deadline
 • Good communication skills 

Knowledge of Adobe InDesign, Microsoft Word,  
Excel, and/or Filemaker Pro is a plus

Daytime hours (M,T,W,F) in our Delavan office
No nights or weekends

Please send a resume, questions or to request  
an interview time to Heidi Schulz at:

hschulz@southernlakesnewspapers.com

467288

GRAPHIC 
DESIGNER

Continued growth within our group of 
weekly newspapers and shoppers has 

caused the need for an additional graphic 
designer at our Delavan, Wis. facility. This 

position includes ad design, including 
web ads, and page design of our weekly 

publications. Part or full-time position 
available. Proficiency in Adobe InDesign 

and Photoshop necessary; prior newspaper 
experience preferred but not required. 

Daytime hours (M,T,W,F). No nights or weekends.
Email resume with salary requirements to 
hschulz@southernlakesnewspapers.com

467289

were unhoused for the first 
time, and a 75 percent in-
crease in family homeless-
ness. 
 “The benefits of the P.I.T. 
Count are two-fold. It serves 
as an opportunity for the 
public to focus on the over-
whelming housing needs 
here in Lake County and it 
provides the data necessary 
to design solutions appro-
priate to the size and scale 
of the County’s need,” said 
Dominic Strezo, Lake Coun-
ty Community Development 
Administrator. 

 Following the P.I.T. Count, 
volunteers and staff will con-
duct further interviews and 
pull additional information 
from local shelters and agen-
cies. The data collected helps 
to demonstrate the County’s 
need for federal resources for 
assistance through the Emer-
gency Solutions Grant (ESG) 
and the Continuum of Care 
(CoC) Program.
 Full data and information 
from this year’s P.I.T. Count 
will be available in the late 
spring.  
 “Homelessness can im-

pact anyone at any time 
because either we become 
homeless, or someone we 
care about does,” said Eric 
Foote, Lake County Coali-
tion for the Homeless Pres-
ident. “When that happens, 
a community’s resources are 
called upon to assist. The 
P.I.T. Count is an excellent 
example of the communi-
ty coming together to help 
make a difference for those 
experiencing homeless-
ness.”  
 For over a decade, Lake 
County has conducted a 

Point-in-Time Count with 
the help of dedicated local 
volunteers. The Lake Coun-
ty Coalition for the Home-
less and Lake County Com-
munity Development work 
throughout the year on multi-
ple projects and initiatives to 
aid the homeless.  
 Volunteer opportunities 
are available year-round 
to assist the County’s fight 
to end homelessness. Visit 
the Lake County Coalition 
for the Homeless website at 
www.lakecountyhomeless.
org to learn more. 

•	Homeless	count			(Continued from page 5)

 The Lake County Sheriff’s 
Dept. reported the following 
arrests in Lake County. Sus-
pects are considered innocent 
until proven guilty in a court 
of law.
Jan. 17
 Ryan G. Douglas, 22, Zion, 
was cited for criminal trespass 
to property;
 Kamar R. Steward, 19, 
Round Lake, was cited for 
reckless driving;
 Gregory Domenico, 41, 
Wauconda, was cited for a 
warrant arrest: theft;
 Noah D. Jackson, 25, 
Waukegan, was cited for driv-
ing while license suspended;
 Michael Gareiss, 55, An-
tioch, was cited for unlawful 
possession of a controlled 
substance;
 Luis A. Colon, 40, Johns-
burg, was cited for DUI – al-
cohol, open transportation 
of alcohol, and aggravated 
speeding (76 mph in 45 mph 
zone);
Jan. 18
 Tanya R. McWilliams, 46, 
Zion, was cited for criminal 
trespass to vehicle, and un-
lawful possession of drug par-
aphernalia;
 James R. Fitzgerald, 61, 
no permanent address, was 
cited for criminal trespass to 

vehicle, unlawful possession 
of a controlled substance, and 
unlawful possession of drug 
paraphernalia;
 Marco A. Morales, 53, 
Waukegan, was cited for leav-
ing the scene of a traffic crash 
with injuries, and failure to 
report a crash with injuries. 
Jan. 20
 Felipe A. Ruacho, 29, Ar-
lington Heights, was cited for 
a warrant arrest: traffic of-
fense (DuPage County);
Jan. 21
 Dragan Mamlic, 64, Cice-
ro, was cited for criminal tres-
pass to residence;
Jan. 22
 Jada D. Kirksey, 28, Wad-
sworth, was cited for a war-
rant arrest: theft;
 Daniel Flores, 22, Waukeg-
an, was cited for driving while 
license revoked, and no insur-
ance;
 Andy E. Mendoza, 26, 
Zion, was cited for driving 
while license revoked and 
leaving the scene of an acci-
dent;
 Jacob A. Anderson, 22, In-
gleside, was cited for DUI – 
alcohol;
Jan. 23
 Anthony Figueroa, 40, Ta-
coma, WA, was cited for a 
warrant obtained: aggravated 

criminal sexual assault, and 
criminal sexual assault;
Jan. 25
 Tikori D. Garland, 43, 
Waukegan, was cited for DUI 
– alcohol, and open transpor-
tation of alcohol;
 Michael Barkus, 37, Lake 
Villa, was cited for endanger-
ing the life/welfare of a child;
 Zachary J. Barcott, 30, 
North Chicago, was cited for 
a warrant arrest: violating 
an order of protection (Kane 
County);
 Angelica Juarez, 39, North 
Chicago, was cited for DUI – 

alcohol;
 David Hoff, 60, Wad-
sworth, was cited for a war-
rant arrest: retail theft;
Jan. 26
 Jerry E. Dickens, 54, Pal-
atine, was cited for a warrant 
arrest: unlawful possession of 
a controlled substance;
 Corey J. Smetters, 40, An-
tioch, was cited for domestic 
battery, and endangering the 
life/welfare of a child;
 Jose Antonio Aponte, Jr., 
28, Evanston, was cited for 
DUI – alcohol, open trans-
portation of alcohol, and no 

insurance;
 Patience J. Cedzidlo, 40, 
Spring Grove, was cited for a 
warrant arrest: unlawful pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance;
Jan. 27
 Nicholas G. Soteras, 54, 
Chicago, was cited for a war-
rant arrest: burglary.
 Andrew S. Radomski, 34, 
Palatine, was cited for crim-
inal trespass to vehicle, and 
driving while license revoked;
 Ian A. Miller, 43, Aurora, 
was cited for DUI – drugs;
Jan. 28

 Johan Vanegas-Rodriguez, 
21, Waukegan, was cited for 
possession of child pornogra-
phy;
Jan. 29
 Stephen C. Dolly, 37, Lake 
Bluff, was cited for a warrant 
arrest: grooming;
 Terrance D. Smith, 40, 
Waukegan, was cited for a 
warrant arrest: assault (DuP-
age County);
 James C. Lauder, 36, Fox 
Lake, was cited for unlawful 
possession of cocaine and a 
warrant arrest: aggravated 
DUI (DuPage County).

Auctions
PUBLIC SALE OF ABANDON 
-VEHICLE Wisconsin automo-
tive will be holding a public auc-
tion on 3/1/25 at 12:00 at 496 S. 
Pine St. burlington. 2018 honda 
Odyssey-5fNrL6h78JbO2517

Delavan 
Apartments 

DELAVAN 2 BEDROOM APT. 
available march 1st. $1050. call 
for appt. Sue 262-203-0397.

Wanted to Buy

FIREARMS 1 piece or collec-

tion. federally licensed dealer. 

Lake Geneva antique mall. 829 

Williams St. Lake Geneva, Wi 

262-248-6345

OLDER / VINTAGE CAMPER 

TRAILER rV & Older Golf cart. 

call or Text 262-903-7522.



HI-LITER / MCN  •  feb. 26-march 4, 2025  •  8

8

SAVE UP TO 
$400 OFF

Adjustable Bases!
Great for watching TV or reading in bed
Reduces snoring & acid reflux effects

Alleviates lower back, knee & leg pain | Aids in circulation

v7 PLUSH
1-Sided No Flip Starting at

QUEEN SET

$2099
TWIN SET  $1399   FULL SET $1949   KING SET $2699

v5 FIRM
1-Sided No Flip Starting at

QUEEN SET

$1599
TWIN SET $1049   FULL SET $1349   KING SET $1999

v3 PLUSH
1-Sided No Flip Set Starting at

QUEEN SET

$999
TWIN SET $749   FULL SET $899   KING SET $1399

We use mismatched or 
discontinued fabrics to 

cover your high-quality Verlo 
mattress. Put a sheet on it, 

and the only difference you’ll 
notice is the price.

WHY MISMATCH?

HURRY!WHILESUPPLIESLAST!

BRING IN
THIS COUPON

10% 
OFF
All Mismatch 
Mattresses & 
Boxsprings

SAVE

*On set purchase with factory 
select covers. Not applicable
on previous purchases. One 

coupon per set purchase. See 
store for details.

SAVE
$150
w/coupon

up 
to

SAVE
$280
w/coupon

up 
to

SAVE
$360
w/coupon

up 
to

TWIN
MATTRESS

Starting at

$199 
QUEEN

MATTRESS
Starting at

$259

BEST
SALE

OF THE

YEAR

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

 See store for details.

McHENRY
3710 West Elm St.

815.578.8375

CRYSTAL LAKE
5150 Northwest Hwy

815.455.2570

LAKE GENEVA
2462 Hwy 120
 262.249.0420

1-866-99-VERLO (866-998-3756) • verlo.com

–OR–
20% OFF 2 ITEMS

30% OFF
3+ ITEMS

On accessory bundles.

BUY MORE $AVE MORE Mattress Protectors | Headboards | Pillows

451479
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