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Forest Preserves offer abundant winter activities

Experience the magic of winter
in the Lake County forest preserves.
From ice skating and sledding
to peaceful cross-country skiing,
there’s something for everyone to
enjoy. Before heading out, check
our winter sports webpage at LCF-
PD.org/wintersports for the latest
updates. Step into your preserves
and make this season unforgettable.

Solar-lit Evening Hikes

With small solar lights to guide
their way, hikers, skiers and snow-
shoers can get some brisk evening
exercise along the 1.3-mile fitness
trail at Old School Forest Preserve in
Libertyville, and along a 1.65-mile
hilly section of the Millennium Trail
adjacent to the Winter Sports Area at
Lakewood Forest Preserve in Wau-
conda.

Though regular preserve hours
are 6:30 am to sunset, the illuminat-
ed trails and adjacent parking lots
will remain open until 9 pm, daily
through Sunday, March 9. Bicycle
and equestrian traffic is not permit-
ted on the lighted trails after sunset.
The solar lights serve as a guide
along the trails. It is recommended
to bring a flashlight or headlamp
along for additional illumination.

To access the lighted trails, park
at Lakewood’s Winter Sports Area,
located on the east side of Fairfield
Road just south of Route 176, or at
Old School’s main entrance lot, lo-
cated on the east side of St. Mary’s
Road just south of Route 176. Rang-
ers from the Lake County Forest
Preserves regularly patrol the areas.

Sledding

Sled hills are located at Lakewood
in Wauconda and Old School in Lib-
ertyville. The Lakewood hill is part
of a dedicated Winter Sports Area at
that site and is lighted, allowing for
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winter fun until 9 pm, when condi-
tions allow. The Old School hill is
open until sunset when conditions
allow sledding. Snowboards, metal
runners or toboggans are not permit-
ted.

Cross-Country Skiing
Cross-country skiers can en-
joy nearly more than 200 miles of
trails at forest preserves throughout
Lake County. At the Ryerson
Conservation Area in Riverwoods,
a 4-inch snow base is required be-
fore opening trails for cross-country
skiing. Groomed trails are avail-
able at Lakewood’s Winter Sports
Area to Ray Lake Forest Preserve in
Wauconda and the Yellow Trail Loop
at Old School. The Des Plaines Riv-
er Trail is groomed from Rockland
Road south to the Route 60 underpass
in Vernon Hills. Grooming is
typically done one day after a heavy
snow using new equipment, partially
funded by a Preservation Foundation
grant, that grooms the trail for both
traditional and skate-style skiing.

Snowmobiling

Snowmobilers can use 21 miles
of designated trails within the
preserves, all of which connect to
other area snowmobile trails. For-
est preserve snowmobile trails are
open through March 31 and when
conditions allow, which include
frozen ground and a 4-inch snow
base. Snowmobilers should use cau-
tion and watch for trail route signs
along all forest preserve snowmobile
trails.

The Des Plaines River Trail from
Russell Road to just south of
Wadsworth Road provides the lon-
gest stretch of trail for snowmo-
bilers. Parking and trail access are

See ACTIVITIES, Page 5
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Above: Cross-country
skiing is permitted in all
forest preserves, with
groomed trails available at
select locations, including
the Winter Sports Area at
Lakewood Forest Preserve in
Wauconda.

Left: Ice fishing is
permitted in five designated
areas, including at the south
bay at Independence Grove
in Libertyville.
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REGULAR HOURS
(1st Time Customers)
Limited time offer. Not valid with any other offer. Must

mention coupon at time of appointment. During regular
business hours only. Limit one coupon per system.

0% FINANCING
UPTO 60 MONTHS

on ANY NEW HEATING
& A/C SYSTEM

Limited time offer. Not valid with any other offer. Must
mention coupon at time of appointment. During regular
business hours only. Limit one coupon per system.

$99 AC OR FURNACE
CLEAN & CHECK

(1st Time Customers)

Limited time offer. Not valid with any other offer.Must
mention coupon at time of appointment. During regular
business hours only. Limit one coupon per system.

(847) 215-9880 * www.commandservice.com

466446




HI-LITER /MCN e JAN. 15-21, 2025 « 2

VEFVIL

AKE KELTNER |
MEMORIAL BRIDGE

On Dec. 6 law enforcement from across the county joined as Nunda Township dedicated Rawson Bridge
in honor of Deputy Jake Keltner, who was killed in the line of duty in 2019. On Jan. 11 the sixth annual Jake
Keltner Memorial Blood Drive also took place in his honor.
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MCCD upcoming events

Stories and Explore:
Winter Magic

Monday, Jan. 20, 11 a.m.
to noon, Lost Valley Visitor
Center, Glacial Park, Ring-
wood.

Enjoy stories about the sea-
son while relaxing inside the
warmth. We will read books
about winter life and snow-
flakes. Bring a blanket or a
pillow to relax on while you
listen to the stories. Ages 2-6
with adult.

2025 Ice Fishing Clinic
Saturday, Feb. 1, 9 am.

to 1 p.m., Crystal Lake main
beach, Crystal Lake.

Receive instruction, safety
tips, see demonstrations and
try your own luck ice fishing
on Crystal Lake with repre-
sentatives of the Illinois De-
partment of Natural Resourc-
es, Crystal Lake Park District
Police and McHenry County
Conservation District Police.
Hot coffee and hot chocolate
provided. Bring your own
snacks and a chair to sit on if
desired.

For this event please RSVP
by January 25 to police@

mccdistrict.org. Provide your
name, phone number and
number of attendees.

Scat Science

Saturday, Feb. 1, 2-3 p.m.,
Lost Valley Visitor Center,
Glacial Park, Ringwood.

Come learn the science of
‘scat’, the scientific word for
animal poop! Learn how it
can teach us about the animal
it came from and “make” you
own scat with oatmeal, cocoa
powder and water. Ages 6+

In Search of Eagles

Saturday, Feb. 1, 8 a.m. to
10 p.m., drop in, no registra-
tion required, at various loca-
tions.

Representatives from the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, Friends of Hackmatack
Wildlife Refuge, Illinois De-
partment of Natural Resourc-
es, McHenry County Audu-
bon and Lakeland Audubon
Society will be on hand at
the McHenry, Algonquin,
and Carpentersville dam sites
along the Fox River in Illinois

See EVENTS, Page 3

MCDH offering rapid
point-of-care testing

Beginning January 6, through the end of
respiratory season (typically late March or early
April), the McHenry County Department of Health
(MCDH) will offer free rapid point-of-care testing
for symptomatic individuals for respiratory illnesses,
including COVID-19, Influenza A & B, and if
eligible, Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV).

Testing will be available Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays from 8:30 - 11:30 a.m. and Tuesdays/
Thursdays from 1-4 p.m. for individuals aged 2
and older by appointment only. To schedule an
appointment, individuals can visit the MCHD’s
Respiratory Illness webpage at https://www.
mchenrycountyil.gov/departments/health-department/
public-health-nursing/communicable-disease-
program/respiratory-illness and use the self-
scheduling link. Walk-ins will be directed to our
webpage so they can self-schedule for the soonest
available appointment. This service is designed
to help residents take appropriate actions such as
staying home from work or school if ill during the
peak respiratory illness season. Testing is offered to
McHenry County residents only at no cost. The clinic
will be closed on County holidays.

COVID-19 and Influenza A & B testing will be
available for anyone aged 2 and above. For those
who test negative for COVID-19 and flu and meet the
established criteria, RSV testing will also be available.
RSV testing will be available to individuals aged
2-10 years, adults aged 60-74 with an increased risk
of severe disease (e.g., chronic heart or lung disease,
weakened immune system, diabetes, obesity, or living
in a nursing home), and adults aged 75 and older.

Testing will be performed by a nurse and take
place in a heated trailer located at the southeast
corner of the MCDH parking lot outside Building A
at 2200 N. Seminary Avenue in Woodstock. There,
participants will find two parking spaces designated
for clinic patients. Registered participants who are not
immediately greeted by the clinic nurse should call
(815) 334-4500 to notify MCDH staff of their arrival.

Testing results are not considered an official
diagnosis, nor is treatment available. Individuals who
are found to be experiencing signs of severe illness
such as extreme shortness of breath, chest pain,
or difficulty walking will not be tested and will be
directed to seek a higher level of care.

For more information, visit MCDH.info or call
(815) 334-4500.
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Proudly serving the area since 1925

CREMATION e PRE-ARRANGEMENT
& PRE-FINANCING
BRUCE A. ADAMS

10011 Main Street, Richmond, IL 60071
(815) 678-7311

www.ehornadams.com

HARDWARE

FAMILY OWNED &
PROUDLY SERVING OUR
The helpful place. COMMUNITY
Services you can rely on...
¢ Window/Screen Repair
» Key Cutting - including Transponder Keys
* Propane Fil/Exchange
* Power Equipment Repair

Route 59 & 173, Antioch, IL - 847-603-1844
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REALTY WORLD
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Find us on the web at RealtyWorld.us
Serving the Lakes Region since 1965

549 Lake Street
Antioch, IL 60002

847-395-1010
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LAKE COUNTY
MECHANICAL

Heating, Air Conditioning, Ventilation
& Duct Cleaning

847-989-4649 - 847-356-5252

PREMIER DEALER

LENNOX
lakecountymechanical.com
SERVICING LAKE COUNTY ILLINOIS
AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Fully Licensed, Bonded and Insured

Follow us on
Facebook
449141

PET SERVICES

K9 KASTLE
PET RESORT
Give a Howl 4 Treating Pets

Like Royalty Since 1988

* Dog Boarding
* Animal Acupressure

* Natural Products
* Dog Day Care
e Swim Club

Proud Mom of Girls

in 4H Dog Club

815.385.8585 « McHenry
gypsyglenk9kastle.com

449142

(<

| | | ’ | I’a‘nV
r

Your Directory

Of
Goods And
Services

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
ANB
ROOFING
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& SHEETMETAL
Building relationships, one roof at a time.
METAL - SHINGLE - FLAT ROOFING
Metal Siding = Gutters = Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES

(815) 385-2621
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Visit us at:
www.ambroofing.com
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Annual
‘People

iIn Need’
Forum set
for Jan. 25

McHenry County College
welcomes the public to attend
its annual People in Need
Forum to learn about the
abundance of resources and
support available for county
residents needing assistance.

The forum takes place
from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sat-
urday, Jan. 25, at the college,
8900 Route 14, Crystal Lake.

Exhibitors and speakers
will cover issues such as im-
migration, senior care, care-
giver resources, food insecu-
rity, mental health, employ-
ment and many more. Besides
helping people seeking assis-
tance, the forum is an excel-
lent resource and networking
opportunity for social service
agencies, faith-based orga-
nizations, civic groups, law
enforcement, elected officials
and others.

Registration is encouraged,
but not required; you can visit
www.mchenry.edu/pin to do
so, and agencies looking to
set up an exhibitor space can
visit the website and sign up
as well.



By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

A bill that would have
imposed regulations on new
types of intoxicating sub-
stances derived from hemp
stalled in the Illinois House
last week, dealing a political
setback to Gov. JB Pritzker
after he strongly supported
the legislation.

“I was tremendously dis-
appointed,” Pritzker said at
an unrelated news conference
Jan. 7 after it became clear
the bill would not be called
for a vote in the House. “This
is a demonstration, from my
perspective, of the power of
special interests and the mon-
ey that they spread around to
thwart health and safety of the
public.”

But the bill also created
rifts within the House Dem-
ocratic caucus. According
to several sources, the hemp
regulation bill was the focus
of a three-hour closed-door
caucus meeting Monday that
some House members de-
scribed afterwards as “spir-
ited” but others described as
“raucous.”

Pritzker also called Demo-
cratic House Speaker Eman-
uel “Chris” Welch’s decision
not to call the bill “irrespon-
sible,” saying he believed it
would have passed with a bi-
partisan majority had he done
so. And he criticized House
Democrats for the treatment
of members of his staff who
appeared at a Jan. 6 caucus
meeting.

But Welch’s spokesperson
noted that he is a cosponsor
of the bill and would continue

working to pass it in the new
legislative session that began
Jan. 8.

“A lengthy caucus dis-
cussion found that the bill in
its current form did not have
enough support within the
House Democratic Caucus,”
the spokesperson said. “He is
committed to continuing dis-
cussions so that when the bill
ultimately passes, it is the best
possible piece of legislation
for the state of Illinois.”

‘Intoxicating’ hemp

The bill targeted a new cat-
egory of products that have
so far been able to bypass the
regulatory framework Illinois
set up when it legalized indus-
trial hemp in 2018 and recre-
ational marijuana the follow-
ing year.

The two crops are closely

related biologically. Both are
classified as a form of canna-
bis but the major distinction
between them is the amount
of the intoxicating chemical
THC they contain.
Hemp is defined as having a
THC content not more than
0.3% by weight. It is primarily
used to make a variety of con-
sumer products, such as CBD
oils, that are thought to have
health benefits. The plant can
also be used to make a vari-
ety of industrial products such
as textile fabrics and building
materials.

Both the hemp and mari-
juana industries are heavily
regulated by the state, from
the planting and growing of
the crops to the transportation
and processing of plants into
various products. In addition,
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Hemp regulation bill stalls amid Democratic infighting

Pritzker ‘tremendously disappointed’ bill wasn't called for vote; blames Speaker Welch

marijuana and related canna-
bis products can only be sold
through licensed dispensaries.
In recent years, however, a
new category of intoxicat-
ing products has emerged
in what some people call a
“gray market” that lies just
outside the existing regulato-
ry framework. Those products
are made using THC that is
extracted or synthesized from
hemp plants and are often
sold in gas stations and con-
venience stores, sometimes in
packaging that closely resem-
bles candy, snacks or other
products commonly sold to
children.

“And I talked to a mother
of a daughter who took one
of these packages, didn’t un-
derstand how intoxicating the
package was, and ended up
passed out, ended up in the
hospital, has been in and out
of the hospital now for eight
months as a result of just this
product that looked, in all re-
spects, as if it were candy,”
Pritzker said.

House Bill 4293, known
as the Hemp Consumer Prod-
ucts Act, would have closed
the existing loophole by de-
fining any product meant for
human or animal consump-
tion with a THC content
greater than that of consumer
CBD products as “cannabis.”
It would have done so regard-
less of where the THC came
from or how it was derived,
and it would have subjected
those products to all the reg-
ulations that apply to the can-
nabis industry.

That bill passed the Senate
during the regular 2024 ses-

sion in May by a vote of 54-1.
But the House did not con-
sider the bill during the final
days of the spring session, nor
did the bill come up for a vote
during the fall veto session in
November.

Industry concerns

In December, Pritzker held

a news conference and issued
a news release announcing
his support for the bill while
urging lawmakers to pass it
during the upcoming lame
duck session in January.
But the bill ran into stiff op-
position from some hemp-re-
lated businesses argued the
bill would cast too wide of a
net over the industry, putting
small, independent businesses
and farms at risk while cut-
ting off consumers’ access to
health products like CBD oil.
“This bill, as currently writ-
ten, would wipe out thou-
sands of jobs and criminalize
CBD products to the benefit
of billion-dollar cannabis cor-
porations,” the lobby group
Mlinois Healthy Alternatives
Association said in a state-
ment Jan. 5.

But other industry advo-
cates disagreed, arguing the
new regulations were needed
to close a regulatory loophole
in Illinois law that allows cer-
tain businesses to sell prod-
ucts that are essentially can-
nabis, without going through
the state’s cannabis regulatory
process.

“What these guys are try-
ing to do is that they’re try-
ing to cement themselves in a
separate category that allows
them to sell the exact same

product at a whole different
rate because they don’t have
to follow any of the regula-
tions,” Ted Parks, a licensed
cannabis transporter and ex-
ecutive director of the Illinois
Third Party Carriers Associ-
ation, told Capitol News Illi-
nois in an interview.

Democratic rift

Speaking to reporters Jan.
7, Pritzker openly complained
that officials from state agen-
cies that would be involved in
the regulatory process were
verbally abused by Democrat-
ic lawmakers, and he specif-
ically blamed Welch for not
intervening.

“There was a raucous
meeting of the Democratic
House caucus, in which there
was a lot of yelling at staff by
people who were opposed to
the bill that the speaker did
not intervene about,” Pritzker
said. “And you shouldn’t let
staff get berated like that. You
just shouldn’t.”

A spokesperson for Welch
issued a statement later Jan.
7 saying he expects House
members to conduct them-
selves with “proper deco-
rum and respect, especially
on contentious topics amidst
tight deadlines.”

“Speaker Welch spoke in-
dividually with certain mem-
bers immediately following
the discussion, as well as to
the entire Caucus today, reit-
erating these expectations,”
the spokesperson said. “It is
his understanding that at least
one member has reached out
to offer an apology to the
Governor’s staff, and has also

apologized to members of the
Democratic Caucus.”

The bill did not come
up for a vote Jan. 7, the fi-
nal day of the lame duck
session, due to an unwrit-
ten procedural rule in the
House commonly known as
the “rule of 60,” which says
no bill can advance to final
action on the House floor
unless at least 60 members
of the majority caucus have
signed on to support it.

Sixty is the minimum
number of votes needed to
pass legislation in the House.
Democrats currently hold 78
of the House’s 118 seats.

“It came up a few votes
short,” Rep. Bob Rita, D-Blue
Island, said in an interview.
“We’re in the lame duck (ses-
sion) and this is a time when
there are a lot of things going
on, but it’s a measure that we
need to address as we go into
the 104™ General Assembly.
I believe this is going to be
at the forefront of one of the
agenda items.”

Chicago concerns

Some House members
speculated that Chicago May-
or Brandon Johnson, who was
known to oppose the bill, may
have been a factor in some
Democrats’ refusal to support
the bill, but Pritzker said he
doubted that was the case.

“My impression is he
didn’t have much to do with
this,” he said. “There’s a
powerful lobby that has been
working against this bill for
quite some time. This was not
an easy bill. If it had been, it
would have passed last May.”

Task force recommends tornado shelters in warehouse following deadly 2021 storm
6 people were killed when tornado hit Amazon warehouse in Edwardsville

By Ben Szalinski
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

A task force created in the
wake of a deadly Metro East
tornado has issued recom-
mendations for better protect-
ing warehouse workers.

Six people were Kkilled
when an EF3 tornado with
150 mph winds struck an Am-
azon warehouse in Edwards-
ville on Dec. 10, 2021. The in-
cident raised questions about
the safety of warehouses in
severe weather, including if
warehouses are designed to
withstand extreme winds and
if warehouse operators are
properly prepared for severe
weather.

Illinois lawmakers estab-
lished the Warehouse Safe-

ty Standards Task Force in
January 2023 to study ware-
house safety in response to
the Edwardsville tornado, and
it issued its final report last
month.

Among its recommenda-
tions was that building codes
be amended to require tor-
nado shelters in warehouses.
The International Building
Code became Illinois’ state-
wide building code on Jan. 1
after being approved by the
legislature in 2023. The task
force recommended shelters
be added to that code.

The IBC doesn’t have
specific requirements for se-
vere weather because threats
vary around the world, Tim
Schmitz from the Internation-

o E Ven ts (Continued from page 2)

and at the Williams Bay boat
launch on Lake Geneva in
Wisconsin to help you search
for eagles. There will be
scopes and binoculars avail-
able for use at each location,
along with guided activities
for children. Visit the site
closest to you or visit them
all! All ages welcome.

Tree and Shrub Bud ID
Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2-3:30
p.m., Lost Valley Visitor Cen-
ter, Glacial Park, Ringwood.
Enjoy an indoor presenta-
tion on tree and shrub identi-
fication and hands on learning
from Research Ecologist Tom
Simpson, then head outside to
ID tree species in Glacial Park,
if weather permits. Ages 14+.

Natural Valentine
Saturday, Feb. 8, 9:30 — 11

a.m., Lost Valley Visitor Cen-

ter, Glacial Park, Ringwood.
Do you need a Valentine’s

Day giftidea? Have your fam-
ily’s picture taken outdoors
in beautiful Glacial Park and
then make a “natural” picture
frame to complete your Val-
entine’s Day gift. All ages.

Winter Sowing

Saturday, Feb. §, 1-2 p.m.,
Prairieview Education Center,
Crystal Lake.

Winter sowing is a low
maintenance seed starting
process. We will go step-by-

al Code Council told the task
force. However, communities
can adopt their own codes
specifically to meet the needs
of natural disasters in their
area.

Providing the right shelter
from tornadoes can save lives,
Greg Bryant from the Mason-
ry Structural Coalition told
the task force. He pointed to a
2004 F4 tornado in Woodford
County that destroyed a man-
ufacturing plant, but all 140
people in the building made it
out alive after taking refuge in
a designated safe area of the
building.

The six people killed in
Edwardsville were not in a
safe area of the warehouse,
Edwardsville police said after

step and create gallon jug
greenhouses. We have MCCD
native seeds for you to choose
to sow and we will supply
the soil, tools, tape and plant
markers. Please bring one
clean gallon jug to use during
the program. All ages.

For more information or to
sign up for programs please
visit the McHenry County
Conservation District website

Published by Southern Lakes
Newspapers & Rock Valley Publishing

Hi-LiTER

~ Including McHenry County News
1102 Ann Street, Delavan, WI 53115
As of Feb. 9, 2022 Hi-Liter is the successor publication to McHenry County News

DEADLINES: General Manager ............... David Habrat
NEWS....ooo.ce e Friday noon | Advertising Director .. Viicki Vanderwerff
Display Advertising .... Friday 3 p.m. | Distribution Director.......... Lindy Sweet
Lega\.!\.lot\ces """" Friday 4:30 p.m. | Egjtor Heidi Schulz news@hi-liter.com
Classifieds ............. Monday 10 a.m. . )
Advertising..........ooeeveeeeenn. Becky Loizzo

at MCCDistrict.org.
VL= J—— (815) 877-4044
DISPLAY ADS

DELIVERY............ (815) 877-4044
CLASSIFIED ADS... (815) 877-4044
... (815) 877-4044
— PUBLISHED WEEKLY —

)
) 877-4044
)
)

Becky@SouthernLakesNewspapers.com
463477

the tornado.

The 2021 tornado hit
around 8:30 p.m. as the fa-
cility was bustling ahead of
the holidays. According to
the National Weather Service,
the tornado touched down
near I-270 and Illinois Route
255 southwest of the ware-
house and traveled through
the south half of the building.
The tornado first impacted the
west-facing wall, causing it
to collapse. That caused oth-
er structural failures, includ-
ing the roof to collapse. The
tornado was on the ground
for just five minutes, but de-
bris from Amazon was found
miles away from the ware-
house after the tornado lifted.
An Occupational Safety and
Health Administration inves-
tigation into Amazon did not
find any violations, accord-
ing to the task force report.

OSHA recommended the
company review its severe
weather procedures, ensure
employees are provided train-
ing and participate in drills,
have site-specific information
about severe weather plans,
and ensure audible warning
devices are accessible. The
warehouse was rebuilt and
reopened in September 2024.

The task force also recom-
mended requiring site-spe-
cific emergency plans based
on OSHA’s guidelines for
employers to prepare for
tornadoes. The plans would
be shared with local first re-
sponders and would include
floor plans and details about
what is stored in the ware-
house.

Ilinois saw a record of 142
tornadoes in 2024, accord-
ing to the National Weather
Service. The state has aver-
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aged 60 tornadoes each year
over the last 10 years. But
the number of tornadoes in
the state could be increasing
as technology to detect them
improves, according to data
compiled by The New York
Times. Most Illinois counties
saw an increase in tornadoes
in the 20 years from 2002 to
2022compared to the previous
20 years.

Most tornadoes are not as
powerful as the Edwardsville
tornado, Marc Levitan from
the National Windstorm Im-
pact Reduction Project told
the task force, but warehouses
are more vulnerable because
they’re tall and supported by
heavy walls that rely on the
roof for stability.

Levitan told the task force
it is better to design buildings

See TASK FORCE, Page 6
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Village of Fox Lake receives state
grant for local park development

The Village of Fox Lake announced that
it was selected to receive a $600,000 Open
Space Land Acquisition and Development
(OSLAD) grant from the State of Illinois.
This generous funding will significantly
support the Village of Fox Lake’s efforts to
continue to develop its Lakefront Park with
an ADA-compliant pier and boardwalk.

Governor JB Pritzker and the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)
awarded a total of $55.2 million to 100
communities for local park development
projects as part of the latest round of
OSLAD grants.

“Since I became Governor, it’s been
my mission to build stronger, healthier
communities across Illinois,” said
Governor JB Pritzker. “Through the
OSLAD program, we’re bringing that
vision to life by awarding over $55.2
million to local park projects, expanding
green spaces, and creating new recreational
opportu-nities for all.”

Established by the Illinois General
Assembly in 1986, OSLAD is a cost-
sharing program between state and local
governments that helps communities fund
land acquisition and development for
parks and out-door recreation projects.

It’s become one of the most popular

grant programs in Illinois. Since its
establishment, OSLAD has awarded $640
million for park projects throughout Illinois
including the $600,000.00 state grant for
local park development.

“This grant is a game-changer for
us,” said Donny Schmit, Village of Fox
Lake Mayor. “It allows us to enhance the
park and provide greater accessibility to
families and community members who
will benefit from water-based recreation
and various special events and program
offerings. We are incredibly grateful for the
support and encouragement from Illinois
State Representative Tom Weber and every
member of our community who made this
possible.”

This project is proposed to transform
the Village into a sought-after tourist
destination within the Chain O’Lakes
region, boosting visits to the park and
local businesses due to its close proximity
to the Village’s downtown business
district. Additionally, it is conveniently
located within walking distance of
the Village’s Metra train station. The
estimated target date for completion is
spring of 2026.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Hi-Liter/MCN

County employees came together to help make sure local families and chil-
dren had a happy holiday season. The Sheriff’s Office, with the help of police
departments countywide and generous donors, continued their participation in
the Shop with a Cop program. County employees used their annual holiday lun-
cheon to give back by filling boxes with non-perishable food for area pantries
and collected donations for the county Animal control and Adoption Center.

New General Assembly sworn in as
House, Senate take different tones

Lawmakers
face potential
budget
shortfall as

new legislative
term begins

CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

A new Illinois General
Assembly was sworn in for
the next two years last week,
with the House and Senate
ceremonies taking two stark-
ly different tones.

The House inauguration
ceremony, conducted in an
auditorium on the University
of Illinois Springfield cam-
pus, was at times boisterous,
featuring speeches that were
more politically divisive and
sometimes led to jeering.

House Speaker Emanu-
el “Chris” Welch, who was
reelected to his third term
leading the chamber, tried
to strike a chord of unity as
he exhorted his colleagues
to work together to meet the
challenges of what he called
a unique moment in history.

“The urgency of this mo-
ment shows that unity is our
power,” he said. “Members
of the 104th General As-
sembly, let’s rise to meet
this moment together. Let’s
use this time and all that has
been given to us to do the
work and move Illinois for-

ward. Winners do the work.”

But there was less talk
about unity and coopera-
tion from Republicans who
spoke at the ceremony.

Rep. Steve Reick,

R-Woodstock, spoke to
nominate Republican Tony
McCombie as speaker. He
said he agreed that cooper-
ation and compromise are
needed to solve the state’s
problems. But he also criti-
cized “people on both ends
of the political spectrum”
for pushing “ideas on which
there is nothing resembling a
social consensus.”
“What results are laws that
offend the heart-felt beliefs
of people whose voices are
not being heard and tooth-
less resolutions that call for
us to separate this state from
a world class city that’s be-
ing driven into the ground,”
Reick said.

Meanwhile, McCombie,
of Savanna, who was re-
elected to her second term
as minority leader, used her
speech to vent some of the
frustration she and other Re-
publicans have felt at being
locked out of negotiations
with majority party Dem-
ocrats on major legislative
issues.

“I, like many, were dis-
appointed with our election
outcomes and the ability for
us to secure more Repub-
lican seats to bring some
balance to the General As-

cughit o e in st
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Pet of the week

Warrick, is about 13 years old, neutered, up-to-
date on shots, tested negative for feline leukemia
and heartworm and microchipped.

While walk-ins are welcome, adoptions are by
appointments only to ensure we have the staff
available to help adopters. For information and/
or to complete an online application, please visit
www.saveapetil.org/adopt.
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sembly,” she said. “Howev-
er, this was not due to a lack
of good candidates or hard
work, but due to special in-
terest in Illinois’ gerryman-
dered maps, the most outra-
geous maps in the nation.”
Senate inauguration

Senators from across Il-
linois were sworn in Jan. 8
in the newly renovated Sen-
ate chamber. The room had
been closed for 2 % years
while the Senate conducted
business in a modified audi-
torium in a separate building
on the capitol complex.

Sen. Don Harmon, D-Oak
Park, and Sen. John Curran,
R-Downers Grove, were re-
elected by their colleagues
to their positions of Senate
president and Senate minori-
ty leader, respectively.

The mood in the chamber,
where bipartisan engage-
ment has been more com-
mon in recent years, was far
more reserved than in the
House.

“While they may not al-
ways see eye-to-eye, they
share a mutual respect for
each other, our caucus and
the constituents that allow
them to work together for
the good of Illinois,” Sen.
Sue Rezin, R-Morris, said of
the two leaders in her nom-
inating speech for Curran.
“This calm dialogue may not
be the exciting drama that
you see in D.C.”

Harmon is beginning his
fourth term as the chamber’s
leader after being elected
by his caucus in January
2020 and serving in the Sen-
ate since 2003. His 2020
opponent in that contest,
Sen. Kimberly Lightford,
D-Westchester, gave the
nominating speech for Har-
mon, saying the suburban
Democrat has proven to be
an effective leader.

“In an era of deeply po-
litical division, Don stands
apart through his remark-
able ability to unite people,”
Lightford said.

Harmon’s acceptance
speech had one overarching
message: be kind. He asked
senators to work across the
aisle, including on behalf of
their constituents who didn’t
vote for them.

“Remember that your
neighbors in this chamber
are some of the only people
in Illinois who can relate to
what you’re going through,”
Harmon said. “The Senate
is an active laboratory for

See SWORN IN, Page 7
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provided at the Van Patten
Woods Canoe Launch on Rus-
sell Road east of Route 41 and
at Sedge Meadow Forest Pre-
serve located on Wadsworth
Road just east of Route 41 in
Wadsworth.

When conditions allow,
snowmobile trails are open
6:30 am-11 pm, Sunday-
Thursday, and 6:30 am to mid-
night on Fridays and Saturdays.
The following snowmobile
trailer parking lots are open
extended hours for snowmo-

bilers: the Van Patten Woods
Canoe Launch parking area
on Russell Road east of Route
41, the Sedge Meadow parking
area on Wadsworth Road east
of Route 41, and the Lakewood
parking area on Brown Road
near Route 12. All other park-
ing lots close at sunset.

Ice Skating

Lace up your skates and
head to the lake at Indepen-
dence Grove in Libertyville or
the rink at Lakewood’s Winter
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Sports Area. The shallow rink
at Lakewood, open 6:30 am—9
pm, typically freezes earlier in
the season than the lake at In-
dependence Grove, open 6:30
am-sunset, where a 4.5-inch
ice layer is required.

Ice Fishing

Five locations have been
designated as ice fishing ar-
eas: Banana Lake at Lake-
wood, Sterling Lake at Van
Patten Woods, Hastings Lake
Forest Preserve in Lake Villa,

Lake Carina Forest Preserve in
Gurnee, and the south bay at In-
dependence Grove. Ice fishing
is free and at your own risk. Ice
conditions are not monitored,
so anglers should check ice
thickness before going out on
any frozen body of water. A
minimum of 4 inches of solid
ice over the entire waterbody is
recommended before individ-
uals attempt ice fishing. Bring
your own gear.

Temporary

shanties and

shelters are permitted but must

be removed by the end of the
day. Only two poles are al-
lowed, or tip-ups with no more
than two hooks on each line.
Holes must be six inches or
smaller in diameter. Van Pat-
ten Woods is open weekdays
from 6:30 am until one hour
past sunset for ice fishing, and
on Saturdays and Sundays
from 6:30 am to sunset. Other
sites are open daily from 6:30
am to sunset for ice fishing. All
Illinois fishing regulations and
licenses apply.

“The Forest Preserves pro-
vides countless ways for indi-
viduals and families to connect
with nature, no matter the sea-
son,” said Jessica Vealitzek,
president of the Lake County
Forest Preserves. “These trea-
sured spaces offer the perfect
backdrop for winter adven-
tures, helping visitors stay ac-
tive, recharge and find joy in
the beauty of the outdoors.”

For a full list of winter activ-
ities, visit LCFPD.org/winter-
sports.
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Two offenders charged in 2023 carjacking

Following an extensive
and detailed investigation,
Lake County Sheriff’s De-
tectives have identified two
teens involved in the violent
carjacking of a woman in un-
incorporated Libertyville in
early 2023. During the inci-
dent, the woman’s two-year-
old son, who was in the back-
seat of the car, was taken.

The investigation spanned
several months due to the
complexity of the case and
the thorough work required
to build a strong evidentiary
foundation. Detectives pur-
sued dozens of leads, metic-
ulously reviewing hours of
video surveillance, physical
evidence reports, and cel-
lular tower data. They also
conducted multiple inter-
views with witnesses and
persons of interest, and ob-
tained subpoenas and search
warrants to access critical
information. Each step was
crucial to ensure all find-
ings were verified and could
withstand judicial scrutiny.

The investigation ul-
timately identified two
17-year-old males—one

from Waukegan and one
from Lindenhurst—as the
individuals responsible for
the crime. Both offenders,
now 19 years old, are in cus-
tody on unrelated charges.

Because both offenders
were juveniles at the time
of this crime, they were re-
ferred to the juvenile court
system on the following
charges: Aggravated vehic-
ular hijacking and vehicular
hijacking.

The Lake County State’s
Attorney’s Office is current-
ly working to have these
charges transferred and tried
in adult court. Until this
process is completed, the
Illinois Juvenile Court Act
prohibits the release of the
offenders’ identities.

Sheriff John D. Idleburg
said, “When this crime oc-
curred, nearly every division
of the sheriff’s office was
involved in trying to locate
the child and identify the
offenders. Our detectives
continued the investigation,
working tirelessly, with the
state’s attorney’s office, to
hold the offenders account-
able and provide the initial
steps of justice for the vic-
tims. Complex investiga-
tions like these require time
and precision to ensure jus-
tice is served and I am very
proud of everyone involved
in this investigation.”

State’s  Attorney  Eric
Rinehart said, “The thorough
and determined work of our
prosecutors, in collaboration
with sheriff’s detectives,
reflects our commitment to
holding violent offenders
accountable. This long-term
investigation demonstrates
the dedication of our office
to pursuing justice for vic-
tims and ensuring that those
responsible for such heinous
acts are brought to justice.
We will continue to priori-

tize the safety and well-be-
ing of our community.”

Original release:
Offenders batter, run
over woman, steal her
car with two-year-old
inside (issued 2/23/2023)

On February 23, 2023,
at approximately 3:35 p.m.,
Lake County Sheriff’s Depu-
ties responded to a residence
in the 16000 block of Route
137, Unincorporated Liber-
tyville, for a vehicular hi-
jacking with a two-year-old
child still inside the vehicle.

Preliminary investigation
shows the 34-year-old victim
just returned to her residence.
She pulled into her driveway
and brought one of her chil-
dren inside. She came back
to her car to retrieve her other
child, her two-year-old son,
when a white BMW (2000’s
model, black bumper, and
loud exhausted) pulled into
her driveway, behind her
car (she was driving a 2021
Volkswagen Atlas).

A man (described as be-
ing tall, thin, wearing a grey
zip-up hooded sweatshirt,
and a light green facemask)
exited the passenger side of
the BMW and struggled to
get into the victim’s Volk-
swagen, as she tried to keep
her two-year-old son safe.
The offender battered the
woman, knocking her to the
ground. He then stole her car
with the child inside. He and
the driver of the BMW fled
from the scene. One of the
drivers ran her over as they
fled, causing serious injuries
to her extremities. The victim
was still able to call 911 and
sheriff’s deputies immediate-
ly responded.

Knowing a child was in-
side the vehicle, sheriff’s
detectives immediately re-
sponded to the scene and the
general area to search for the
Volkswagen.

A short time later, a per-
son working at a business in
the 2200 block of Lakeside
Drive, Waukegan, called 911
to report they just saw two
vehicles enter the parking lot,
and the driver of one of the
cars abandoned a small child.
The drivers of both vehicles
then fled. The 911 caller at
the business rescued the child
from the parking lot, before
the child wandered onto the
busy roadway. Waukegan
Police Officers and sheriff’s
deputies responded to the
scene. Sheriff’s personnel
confirmed the found child
was the abducted child.

While searching for the
stolen vehicle and endan-
gered child, sheriff’s de-
tectives immediately called
Volkswagen Car-Net, in an
attempt to track the vehicle.
Unfortunately, there was a
delay, as Volkswagen Car-
Net would not track the ve-
hicle with the abducted child
until they received payment
to reactivate the tracking de-
vice in the stolen Volkswa-
gen.

o TaSk f Or Ce (Continued from page 3)

to withstand the more com-
mon modest tornadoes, and
buildings should be construct-
ed either with a shelter inside
or with a more wind resis-
tant exterior structure. The
National Weather Service in
Chicago reported all but one
of northeast Illinois’ 63 torna-
does in 2024 had winds of 110
mph or less.

First responders also need

more assistance responding to
tornadoes, retired Edwards-
ville Fire Chief James White-
ford told the task force.

The task force agreed
with his recommendation
that the General Assembly
provide regular funding to
the Mutual Aid Box Alarm
System. MABAS is a series
of intergovernmental agree-
ments between Illinois fire

Sheriff’s deputies located
the stolen Volkswagen in a
parking lot near Casmir Pu-
laski and Route 43. The ve-
hicle will be thoroughly pro-
cessed for trace evidence.

The woman who was bat-
tered and run over remains at
an area hospital in serious,
but stable condition.

Sheriff’s detectives con-
tinue looking for the BMW.
The BMW was stolen in the
past week from a car deal-
ership in Waukegan. If you
see the stolen BMW or have
any information about this
incident please call the Lake
County Sheriff’s Criminal
Investigations Division at
847-377-4000 or contact
Lake County CrimeStoppers
at:  www.lakecountycrimes-
toppers.org

Woman arrested
for September fatal
pedestrian crash

A McHenry woman was
arrested Jan. 6 in connection
to the pedestrian crash that
killed Austin Stanek on Rob-
erts Road in September.

On Friday, September 27,
2024, at 10:48 p.m., mem-
bers of the McHenry Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, Island
Lake Police Department,
and Wauconda Fire District
responded to a crash in the
4300 block of Roberts Road
involving a pedestrian and
one vehicle. The vehicle
failed to stop after the crash.

The pedestrian, later
identified as Austin Stanek,
a 24-year-old Island Lake
man, was transported to Ad-
vocate Good Shepherd Hos-
pital in Barrington where he
was pronounced deceased.

Through the course of
an almost four-month in-
vestigation by the McHen-
ry County Sheriff’s Major
Crash Investigation Unit,
evidence was collected to
identify the suspect who left
the scene of the fatal crash.
Various types of evidence
were collected, including
the involved vehicle, which
was found in a garage in
Lakemoor.

Through the investiga-
tion, deputies identified a
50-year-old McHenry wom-
an, Christine S. Eilers (Pine)
as the suspect. Warrants
were obtained for her arrest
and on January 6, Eilers
was arrested without inci-
dent and transported to the
McHenry County Jail, where
she remains in custody.

Charges filed include:
Leaving the scene of a crash
involving death (Class 4 fel-
ony), and Failure to comply/
report crash involving death
(Class 1 felony).

Sheriff’s Special
Investigations Group
arrests drug traffickers
On January 8, at approx-
imately 6:20 p.m., members
of the Lake County Sheriff’s
Office Special Investigations
Group (SIG), a High Intensity
Drug Trafficking Area (HID-

departments to bring addi-
tional or specialized support
to major incidents. MABAS
calls range from dispatching
additional units to a structure
fire to long-term disaster re-
sponse missions, including
outside Illinois. The system
received a $200,000 grant
from the Office of the State
Fire Marshall in fiscal year
2024.

TA) funded
task  force,
conducted a
traffic  stop
near 1-94
and Route 22
near Lincoln-
shire.

During the
traffic ~ stop,
Lake County
Sheriff’s K9
handler, Dep-
uty Dwight
Arrowood,
and his K9
partner,
Duke, assist-

Melissa M.
Coquillard

ed. K9 Duke
cond‘;lcte.d Martin
a ree-all  Gonzalez

sniff” around

the vehicle’s exterior and
alerted to the presence of nar-
cotics. A subsequent search
of the vehicle uncovered over

half a kilogram, approximate-
ly 578.5 grams, of powder co-
caine.

The driver, identified as
Melissa M. Coquillard, 33, of
Hampshire, Illinois, and the
passenger, Martin Gonzalez,
36, of South Elgin, Illinois
were arrested and transported
to the Lake County Jail.

After reviewing the facts
and circumstances of the case,
the Lake County State’s At-
torney’s Office approved the
following charges:

* Melissa M. Coquillard: Un-
lawful Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance with Intent
to Deliver (Class X Felony),
Unlawful Possession of a
Controlled Substance (Class 1
Felony) and Speeding.

e Martin Gonzalez: Unlawful
Possession of a Controlled
Substance with Intent to De-
liver (Class X Felony) and

Unlawful Possession of a
Controlled Substance (Class
1 Felony).

The Lake County State’s
Attorney’s Office filed peti-
tions to detain both Gonzalez
and Coquillard in custody
while awaiting trial.

Sheriff John D. Idleburg
said, “This case demon-
strates the effectiveness of
our specialized teams, in-
cluding our K9 Unit, in in-
tercepting dangerous drugs
before they reach our com-
munities. I commend the
collaborative efforts of our
deputies and our Special In-
vestigations Group for their
dedication to keeping Lake
County safe. Drug traffick-
ers pose a serious threat,
and we will continue to ag-
gressively pursue those who
bring these substances into
our community.”

Auditions will be held on January 30 for the Fear No Art Festival at College

of Lake County.

Auditions for 2025 Fear No
Art Festival set for Jan. 30

Students and community members
are invited to audition for the CLC
Dance Department’s 2025 Fear No
Art Festival on Thursday, Jan. 30 in
the Experimental Theatre of the James
Lumber Center for the Performing Arts,
19351 W. Washington St., Room P103
on the Grayslake campus. Fear No Art
celebrates diverse voices in the arts and
is an inclusive space where every voice
finds its place and every perspective

shines.

This unique festival plays a vital role
in supporting the artistic development of
both our college students and community
artists at large. This lively celebration
featuring a variety of emerging
choreographers, dancers, musicians,
singers, actors, photographers, artists,
graphic designers, poets and more.

Fear No Art Auditions/Submissions

Jan. 30:

5:30-6 p.m. for Visual Artists. Bring
samples of work: painting, pencil,
animation, etc. Completed works are not

classes.

needed by the submission date.

6-7:30 p.m. for Musicians/Poets/
Actors/Other Artists. Be prepared to sing,
play, speak or play a recording. A piano
will be available.

7:30-9:30 p.m. for Dancers. Come
dressed and ready to dance. No prepared
dance necessary.

Please note that dance rehearsals have a
minimum commitment of 2 hours a week
for one piece. Rehearsal days and times
vary and depend on the choreographer ad
dancers’ availability. All other artists may
work at their own pace, with mentoring.

Fear No Art Festival performances are
Friday, April 25 at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday,
April 26 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. on the
JLC mainstage. For information, contact
Valerie Alpert at valpert@clcillinois.edu
or (847) 543-2432.

Follow the College of Lake County
Dance Department on Facebook and
Instagram @collegeoflakecounty
dance. Visit clcdance.blogspot.com for
information on performances, events and
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Lake County Sheriff's arrest bulletin

The Lake County Sheriff’s
Dept. reported the following
arrests in Lake County. Sus-
pects are considered innocent
until proven guilty in a court
of law.

Dec.7

Cedric D. Brown, 33,
Waukegan, was cited for a
warrant arrest: driving while
license suspended;

Daniel D. Tuholski, 45,
Lake Bluff, was cited for bat-
tery;

Allison M. Mainhart, 33,
Palatine, was cited for a war-
rant arrest: operating water-
craft under the influence of
alcohol;

Ismael Garcia Suarez, 26,
Beach Park, was cited for
DUI - alcohol, driving while
license suspended, and leav-
ing the scene of an accident;

Cameron A. Connard, 28,
Round Lake Beach, was cit-
ed for aggravated Dui, and
driving while license re-
voked;

Dec. 8

Maria De Lourdes Aguilar
Montalvo, 49, Round Lake
Beach, was cited for DUI —
alcohol;

Dec.9

Willie K. Lewis, 48 Volo,
was cited for a warrant arrest:
driving while license sus-
pended (DuPage County);

Antonio M. Calderon, 34,
Waukegan, was cited for a
warrant arrest: home inva-
sion;

Dec. 10

Sandy L. Harris, 31,
Waukegan, was cited for a
warrant arrest: domestic bat-
tery,

Buda Grzeorz, 55, Chica-

go, was cited for no driver’s
license;

Anthony Kirrell, 22, Gurn-
ee, was cited for trespassing,
resisting arrest and obstruct-
ing a peace officer;

Dec. 11

Erin T. Seals, 25, Mat-
teson, was cited for a warrant
obtained: retail theft;

Tairra T. Lewis, 28, Chi-
cago, was cited for a warrant
obtained: retail theft;

Mikkell D. White, 27,
Zion, was cited for a warrant
arrest: criminal trespass to ve-
hicle;

Dec. 12

Brittany J. Walker, 27,
Lake Zurich, was cited for a
warrant obtained: harassment
through electronic communi-
cation;

Eleaquim Morales-Garri-
do, 46, Chicago, was cited for
a warrant arrest: retail theft;

Masaru  Arakawa, 50,
Schaumburg, was cited for
DUI - alcohol;

Parker B. Rhode, 58,
Grayslake, was cited for dis-
orderly conduct, and criminal
damage to property;

Dec. 13

Kevin V. Beckman, 29,
Waukegan, was cited for dis-
orderly conduct;

Dec. 14

Mario J. Morales, 35,
Waukegan, was cited for DUI
— alcohol, driving while li-
cense suspended, and unlaw-
ful possession of controlled
substance;

Anthony B. Cuccieri, 44,
Lake Villa, was cited for driv-
ing while license suspended,
and no insurance;

Carolyn A. Castic, 48,

Volo, was cited for domestic
battery and possession of drug
paraphernalia;

Julio C. Barroso, 36,
Waukegan, was cited for DUI
— alcohol, and no insurance;

Patience J. Cedzidlo, 40,
Lake Villa, was cited for a
warrant arrest: unlawful pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance;

Dec. 15

Albert Smith, 60, Milwau-
kee, W1, was cited for unlaw-
ful possession of a controlled
substance, and obstructing
justice;

Joseph S. Cali, 39, Twin
Lakes, WI, was cited for bat-
tery and disorderly conduct;

Anthony Allen, 35, Gurn-
ee, was cited for domestic
battery;

Taylor Skewes, 31, Lake
Villa, was cited for DUI — al-
cohol;

Dec. 16

Dayna Melgola, 21, Zion,
was cited for no driver’s li-
cense;

Dec. 17

Iesha Z. Winfrey, 31,
Waukegan, was cited for driv-
ing while license revoked;

Volodymyr Voloshyn, 36,
Hallandale Beach, FL, was
cited for operating a commer-
cial vehicle without a CDL,
and overweight on registra-
tion;

Dec. 18

Josiah J. Giles, 20, Wauke-
gan, was cited for a warrant
arrest: driving while license
suspended;

Diego Sanchez, 26, Round
Lake Beach, was cited for im-
proper transportation of can-
nabis.

I-LITER

Classifieds

TRANSPORTATION

Automobiles

2001 FORD MUSTANG CON-
VERTIBLE Blk on Brn, 90K
miles, new tires, new brakes,
mechanically sound throughout,
minor scratches on body, leath-
er seats, V-6 engine, premium
sound system and ice-cold A/C
and hot heat. $6000. call 262-

496-5739.

ESTATE

Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All
real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex, dis-
ability, familiar/ status or national
origin, or an intention to make
any such preference, limitation
or discrimination. Familial status
includes children under the age
of 18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of
children under 18. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law.
Our readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised in
this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimination call
HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777.
The toll-free tele phone number
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Campers and RVs

2016 FLEETWOOD TERRA 34B
MOTOR HOME 35’ 27,000 Miles
3 Slideouts 2 New WI-FI TV’s
5.5k Generator. $79,000 262-

206-4164.

Sports/Classic
Cars

1949 CHEVY STYLELINE DE-
LUXE 2 Door, New engine, New
tires, Clean interior. Runs Great!
$7,500. Elkhorn Text only (708)
785-2440.

1952 CHEVY PICKUP Solid Ne-
vada truck, runs great. $19,750.
(262) 949-6997.

o

The Hi-Liter is looking to publish the news
of your lives in stories and photos. Are you
hosting an event? Send us a preview story.

Do you know someone who recently won
an award? Send us a photo along with the
pertinent information. Community events,
school activities and family milestones are
all fair game and will be considered for print.
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coalition-building. Forge
those bonds and look out for
one another.”

The messages from Har-
mon and Curran stood out
in a week when the House
has grabbed headlines for
a caucus meeting that left a
governor’s office staffer in
tears while three of Welch’s
senior staff members an-
nounced plans to resign.

Curran is beginning his
second term as Senate mi-
nority leader after being
elected by his caucus in
2023. A former Cook Coun-
ty prosecutor, Curran was
elected to the Senate in
2016.

“It’s easy to insulate our-
selves with people who look,
live and think like us,” Cur-
ran said. “But if American
democracy has taught us
anything, it is that real prog-
ress comes from stepping
outside of your comfort zone
and building a coalition of
different viewpoints to craft
policy for the greater good.”

Of the 59 Illinois senators,
three sworn in Jan. 8 were
non-incumbents: Graciela
Guzman, D-Chicago, Liandro
Arellano, R-Dixon, and Chris
Balkema, R-Channahon.

Pritzker on upcoming
challenges

The 104™ General Assem-
bly has a lengthy to-do list,
ranging from eliminating a

projected $3.2 billion budget
deficit to reforming transit in
the Chicago area.

In a news conference fol-
lowing inauguration, Gov.
JB Pritzker spoke about the
budget challenges he faces
this spring ahead of his late
February budget address.

“When we talk about pri-
orities, prioritizing the fiscal
health of the state has been,
you know, among the most
important things that I've, I
think, achieved and will con-
tinue to prioritize,” Pritzker
said.

Pritzker also faces a re-
emerging challenge from
his first term as governor: a
Donald Trump presidency.

Pritzker said he has gen-
eral concerns about Trump’s
plans, particularly as they
pertain to health care. But
he is taking a wait-and-see
approach before deciding
specific actions to counter
the Trump administration’s
initiatives.

He noted Trump is often
“unpredictable.”

“There’s not a specif-
ic thing that I can point to
though because he hasn’t
taken office yet,” Pritzker
said, adding he’d remain “on
guard” for what actions may
be needed in the future.

Capitol renovations
Last week’s inauguration
also served as the reopening

of the Illinois Senate cham-
ber following renovations
to the space that began over
two years ago.

The north wing of the Il-
linois Capitol remains in the
middle of an expansive $350
million renovation that be-
gan in 2022.

Much of the project on
the interior of the Capitol
is designed to restore the
building to how it looked
centuries ago. The building
was constructed in the late
1800s in the decades after
the Civil War and has under-
gone numerous renovations
that have changed its ap-
pearance and layout.

In the Senate specifically,
construction included re-
storing the room’s original
laylight and making safety
upgrades. The stained glass
laylight is designed to re-
semble the chamber’ original
look before it was damaged
by fire decades ago. Renova-
tions also added more stalls
to the women’s restroom to
make it comparable to the
men’s bathroom.

The project is also aimed
at modernizing the capitol
complex and includes con-
struction of a new public en-
trance and visitor center on
the north wing. The addition
is also designed to improve
security at the complex and
funnel visitors in through a
single space.

Help Wanted

HELP WANTED: WAREHOUSE
LIGHT MACHINES, MAILINGS,
INKJET. WILL TRAIN THE BEST
CANDIDATE. 3 DAYS PER
WEEK. 18-26 HOURS. MON/
TUES/WED. CALL TO INQUIRE
262-725-7704.

Managerial

WAREHOUSE ASSISTANT
MANAGER 4 DAYS PER WEEK.
DELAVAN LOCATION. PUB-
LISHERS OF WEEKLY NEWS-
PAPERS & TMC PRODUCTS.
CALL TO INQUIRE 262-725-
7704 OR SEND RESUME TO
Isweet@ rvpublishing.com

Part Time Help

Wanted
DATA ENTRY, MAILROOM
PREPARATIONS FLEXIBLE

HOURS. PLEASE APPLY AT
1102 ANN ST. DELAVAN, WI OR
CALL 262-725-7704 TO INQUIRE

Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS
cannot be credited or refunded
after the ad has been placed.
Ads canceled before deadline
will be removed from the paper
as a service to our customers,
but no credit or refund will be
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This
publication does not knowingly
accept fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those asking
for money in advance.

Wanted to Buy

ALL BEER-SODA-GAS-OIL
SIGNS All related items-TAP
HANDLES-BEER CANS. 262-
825-0932 Will Travel CASH PAID.

FIREARMS 1 piece or collection.
Federally licensed dealer. Lake
Geneva Antique Mall. 829 Wil-
liams St. Lake Geneva, Wi 262-
248-6345

Burial Needs

7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva,
WI53147. This is a private sale.
Contact Randy, the seller at
randy@slpublishers.com.

Digital Subscription is available for this newspaper for
FREE!

Just go to southernlakesnewspapers.com!

Click on “SUBSCRIBE” in the menu bar at the top of the page,
then click “e-editions” to choose your newspaper!

Start your electronic subscription today!

433966




HI-LITER /MCN e JAN. 15-21, 2025 * 8

TWIN pa

MATTRESS

Starting at
vl FIRM 1-Sided No Flip

*199

v3 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip v5 FIRM 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

1599

Twin ¥1049 rulL *1349 «inc*1999

QUEEN SET STARTING @

699

Twin *499 FuLL 3599 kinet899

QUEEN SET STARTING @

*999

Twin 3749 FuLL °899 kinc*1399

QUEEN

MATTRESS
Starting at

*259

Only Verlo guarantees
you'll be comfortable
for the lifetime of
your mattress.

Since we build your mattress
in our local factory, we
can easily adjust it for you
throughout the years. A little
softer here...a little firmer
there. With Verlo's Lifetime
Comfort Guarantee, you can
just get comfortable - and

ADJUSTABLE BED BASES

Starting at $399*

Relieve pressure by raising your head or feet. Enjoy a relaxing massage
at the touch of a button with Verlo's adjustable beds.

stay comfortable.

Great for watching TV or reading in bed | Reduces snoring & acid reflux effects

Alleviates lower back, knee & leg pain | Aids in circulation

*With Verlo mattress purchase. See store for details.

vmn END csmuL

v7 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

$2099

win ¥1399 ruLl 1949 «inc*2699

SAVE upTO

vMotion Sy

v3 Set Purchase”

SAVE uprTO

*250..

v5 Set Purchase”

SAVE urTO

*350..

vT Set Purchase”

SAVE upTO

*450...

v9 Set Purchase”

*On set purchase with factory select covers.

Not applicable on previous purchases. One
coupon per set purchase. See store for
details. Offer ends 12-31-2024.

BUY MORE $SAVE MORE

Mattress Protectors | Pillows | Headboards

30% OFF 3+ items

-OR-

20% OFF 2 items

ACCESSORY
BUNDLE

More than 20 Single and Double-Sided Models to Choose From.

McHENRY
3710 West ElIm St.
815.578.8375

e verlo.com

LAKE GENEVA CRYSTAL LAKE
2462 Hwy 120 5150 North West Hwy

262.249.0420 815.455.2570
1-866-99-VERLO (866-998-3756)

FREE O*

FINANCING

See store for details.

464714
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