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Santa making a stop at McHenry
Outdoor Theater this weekeml

By: Cynthia Wolf
CONTRIBUTOR

Fortunately for area theater buffs, and
before things grow altogether too hec-
tic for him, Santa plans to check out the
McHenry Outdoor Theater this weekend,
Dec. 13-14.

“We are thrilled to be expecting vis-
its from Santa this weekend,” said Scott
Dehn, owner of the theater at 1510 N.
Chapel Hill Road, east of downtown
McHenry. “When he told us he could
make it, we cheered. It turns out, even
Santa enjoys some great holiday classics
under the stars.”

Late season pricing is just $15 per
carload, Dehn said. The box office opens
at 5:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, and
movies start about 7 p.m.

“We hope to greet lots of visitors who
will enjoy not only some terrific movies
and perhaps some hot cocoa and other
treats, but also the chance to visit with
Santa, take some photos and create some
great, lasting family memories,” Dehn
said.

On the big screen Dec. 13-14, will be
Will Ferrell in “Elf,” followed by 2006’s
“The Nativity Story.”

The theater’s final weekend of the
2024 season will be Dec. 20-21, when
audiences will have the chance to catch
“National Lampoon’s Christmas Va-
cation” followed by Bill Murray in
“Scrooged.”

Those looking for holiday gifts are en-
couraged to check out the Bremer Team
Taphouse and Snack Bar, where all Out-
door merch is deeply discounted to wrap
out the year, Dehn added.

For other information, visit golde-
nagecinemas.com, or find the McHenry
Outdoor Theater on Facebook.

MCHENRY OUTDOOR THEATER PHOTO Hi-Liter/MCN

Kids gather in front of the big screen at the McHenry Outdoor Theater during the 2023
holiday season. Santa plans to greet visitors there this weekend. On the big screen will
be Will Ferrell in “Elf”, followed by “The Nativity Story”. For more information visit gold-

enagecinemas.com.

447572

Lake County
Associate Judge
position has 23
applicants

The Administrative Office of Illinois
Courts has notified Chief Judge Daniel
B. Shanes that 23 local attorneys have
submitted applications for the Associate
Judge vacancy in the Nineteenth
Judicial Circuit. The vacancy is a result
of the retirement of the Honorable
Theodore S. Potkonjak, Associate
Judge, on October 4, 2024.

The applicants include: L. Kat
Allen of Libertyville, Caryn A.
Barone of Gurnee, Kevin J. Berrill
of Lake Forest, James C. Bertucci of
Libertyville, Shyama P. Chauhan of
Lake Forest, Roderick A. Drobinski
of Wauconda, Eric J. Kalata of
Lindenhurst, Kimberly J. Lenzini
of Waukegan, Karen G. Levi of
Highwood, Craig M. Mandell of
Highland Park, Deborah J. Menas of
Libertyville, Sari W. Montgomery of
Riverwoods, Terry A. Mueller of Lake
Forest, Daniel Naranjo of Barrington,
Gretchen A. Neddenriep of Third
Lake, Jason A. Newman of Highland
Park, Deborah L. Reece of Buffalo
Grove, Stephen J. Rice of Libertyville,
Lauren K. Rothenberg of Deerfield,
Sang W. Shim of Hawthorn Woods,
David M. Spada of Wauconda, Mary
E. Stanton of Grayslake, and Donald
R. Tyer of Long Grove.

Over the coming weeks, the
candidates will be interviewed by
the circuit judges and evaluated by
members of the Lake County Bar
Association’s Judicial Selection
and Retention Committee. The Bar
Association will poll its membership

See APPLICANTS, Page 3
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Pastor Jesus Gerena
appointed to CLC
Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees of the College of Lake County
Community College District 532 (CLC) is pleased to
announce the appointment of Pastor Jesus Gerena to fill its
vacant seat. This appointment was approved at the board
meeting on November 19, 2024. Gerena will serve as an
appointed trustee until a successor is elected to serve the
remainder of the unexpired term at the next Consolidated
General Election for open trustee positions on April 1, 2025.

Gerena is Senior Pastor of Iglesia Rebano Condado
de Lake (Christian Fellowship of Lake County). He has
been a member of the CLC Lakeshore Campus Advisory
Committee since 2017. Gerena expressed that serving on
the advisory committee has provided him with valuable
lessons about addressing barriers students face to access
quality education, making college affordable and bringing
programs to CLC that allow students and graduates to
compete in the current job market. He is eager to bring his
skills and experience to support the overall mission of the
College of Lake County.

For the past six years, Gerena has served as a
commissioner for the Waukegan Housing Authority,
working with the organization’s board to oversee a capital
improvement budget of $200 million to create new housing
units in Waukegan for families and seniors. Regarding
this experience, Gerena stated, “I have developed a
strong foundation in the principles of board governance,
teamwork and collaboration. I am committed to fostering
transparent decision making and supporting policies that
prioritize student success, equity, inclusion and financial
responsibility.”

Gerena added, “I am particularly inspired by the
advancements the College of Lake County has made in
our community with programs in the healthcare field,
technology, business, human service, and others. I will serve
with integrity, passion, dedication and outmost commitment
to the vision and mission of the college.”

After the appointment of Pastor Gerena, CLC Board
of Trustees Chair Torrie M. Newsome stated, “On behalf
of the Board of Trustees, I welcome Pastor Jesus Gerena
and look forward to his active engagement in support of
the College’s mission as a comprehensive community
college committed to equitable high-quality education,
cultural enrichment and partnerships to advance the
diverse communities it serves. College of Lake County is a
designated Hispanic-Serving Institution, with 46 percent of
its currently enrolled student body representing the Latino
community. I look forward to Pastor Gerena’s insights and
contributions to deepening the Board’s relationship within
the Lake County Latino communities.”

CLC is governed by a seven-member Board of Trustees
who are elected by the voters of Community College
District 532.

About College of Lake County

College of Lake County (CLC) is a comprehensive
community college providing northeastern Illinois with
equitable, high-quality education, cultural enrichment
and workforce partnerships. It is designated a Hispanic-
Serving Institution by the U.S. Department of Education. In
2023, CLC was named a Leader College by the nationally
recognized Achieving the Dream organization. Each
person affiliated with the college is committed to ensuring
access, belonging and success for all CLC students. The
college offers more than 170 degree and career certificate
programs. Affordable in-person and online college credit
and non-credit classes help students achieve academic,
career and personal goals. CLC has three campuses located
in Grayslake, Vernon Hills and Waukegan. Learn more at
www.clcillinois.edu or call (847) 543-2000.
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Department of Justice renews Lake County
Human Trafficking Task Force grant

This month, the United
State’s Department of Justice
(DOJ) awarded the Lake Coun-
ty Human Trafficking Task
Force an additional $700,000
in grant funding as a renewal of
a prior grant. The funding will
be allocated over the next three
years to strengthen the Task
Force’s ongoing work in inves-
tigating and prosecuting human
traffickers while also providing
critical services to the survivors
of labor and sex trafficking.

Co-led by the Lake Coun-
ty State’s Attorney’s Office
(LCSAO) and A Safe Place
(ASP), the Task Force is a
collaborative effort between
prosecutors, police, and com-
munity-based social service
providers to support survivors,
to increase community aware-
ness, and to hold traffickers
criminally responsible through
aggressive prosecutions. With-

in the State’s Attorney’s Office,
the grant funds are used for a
prosecutor, an investigator, and
a task force coordinator.

Lake County State’s Attor-
ney Eric Rinehart commented
after the renewal, “The De-
partment of Justice and its sub-
ject-matter experts recognize
the work we are doing in Lake
County, and our office greatly
appreciates their confidence as
shown by this renewal.”

Prior to the formation of
the Task Force in 2022, A
Safe Place identified dozens
of survivors of human traf-
ficking, yet there were no ac-
tive investigations or charged
cases in Lake County in 2020
or 2021. Currently, the task
force is investigating over 20
cases, and there are five pend-
ing cases against defendants in
Lake County courts. The De-
partment of Justice National

Incident Based Reporting Sys-
tem showed that only 30 sex
trafficking cases and 17 labor
trafficking cases were formal-
ly reported to Illinois law en-
forcement between 2021 and
2023.

Rinehart added, “The data
shows that trafficking is a vast-
ly under-reported crime, and
that it is one of the reasons
why it so dangerous. Such
exploitation of the individual
is one of the most damaging
and calculated crimes in our
system. These renewed grant
funds give us the resources
we need to conduct these in-
tensive investigations and to
build prosecutions in complex
cases. Make no mistake, traf-
fickers in Lake County will be
investigated and incarcerated
for these crimes that exploit
others.”

Chief Executive Office of

A Safe Place Pat Davenport
stated, “A Safe Place contin-
ues to experience the needs of
survivors that come through
our doors and the collaboration
with the Lake County State’s
Attorney’s Office is critical to
our delivery of our services.
Without them, the funding
would not have become A RE-
ALITY which is so much need-
ed to provide services.”

The LCSAO plays a vital
role in the Task Force by con-
ducting proactive investiga-
tions and pursuing the prose-
cution of individuals involved
in sex and labor trafficking.
The prosecutors” work, com-
bined with A Safe Place’s vic-
tim-centered approach, ensures
that survivors receive the com-
prehensive support they need
to regain control of their lives
while ensuring successful pros-
ecutions.

Conservation district seeking nominations for 2025 conservation awards

McHenry County Con-
servation District is seeking
nominations for individuals
who have been Conservation
Champions for the public
lands of McHenry County.

To nominate someone for
a Conservation Champion
or Legacy Award, download
and submit an electronic
nomination form from the
District’s website (MCCD.
me/ConservationAwards).
Nominations will be accept-
ed through December 31,
2024.

The Conservation
Champion Award

This award recognizes
individuals who have made
one or more contributions of
extraordinary significance or
impact to the conservation
movement through their con-
tinued dedication and support
of the mission of the Conser-
vation District. Significant
contributions can include

leadership, innovation, envi-
ronmental legislation, com-
munity building, restoration
fieldwork, citizen science and

volunteering, or donations of
money and land.

The Conservation
Legacy Award

This award posthumously
recognizes contributions that
transcend time. Whether the
award winner dedicated ten
or fifty years towards the local
environment, their work lives
on well past their earthly life-
time. Their legacy is a gift to
their community, as well as the
plant life and wildlife within it.
Regardless of how many lives
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they touched, Conservation
Legacy Award winners need to
have inspired others to become
stewards of the land.

McHenry County Conser-
vation District looks forward
to celebrating the recipients
each year who protect, pre-
serve and promote the wide
open  spaces  throughout
McHenry County for future
generations to enjoy.

For more information on
McHenry County Conserva-
tion District visit MCCDis-
trict.org.

!

(X 4

At this season of quiet reflection, we recall our many blessings and realize

e Applicants

on all applicants’
qualifications. This
transparent process also
allows for public comment,
which must be submitted
in writing to The Office

of the Chief Judge, Lake
County Courthouse, 18 N.
County Street, Waukegan,
IL 60085-4359. Letters will
be accepted until December
20, 2024.

After the comprehensive
review process, the
nominating committee of
circuit judges will select the
names of two candidates

(Continued from front page)

to be on the ballot. All
circuit judges will receive
individual ballots with the
finalists’ names, and they
will submit their ballots

to the Administrative
Office of the Illinois

Courts in Springfield. The
Administrative Office will
tally the votes, and Chief
Judge Shanes will then be
advised of the candidates
who receive the majority of
votes; that candidate will
ultimately be installed as an
Associate Judge with the
Nineteenth Judicial Circuit.

~ including McHenry County
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just how fortunate we truly are to receive the goodwill of people like you!

From all of us to all of our military personnel and their families, we send our
thanks, thoughts, and prayers to you this Holiday Season.
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Rinehart calls for sustained urgency
In reducing violent crime, bringing
equal justice to all communities

Starts second term as Lake County State’s Attorney

JIM WOJDYLA PHOTO Hi-Liter/MCN

Homer Simpsons ‘Junkola’ will be on display at Volo Museum through Decem-
ber 31.

Volo Museum debuts Homer Simpson’s pink
car for 3bth anniversary of ‘The Simpsons’

To celebrate the 35th anniversary of The
Simpsons, the Volo Museum is unveiling a
special Christmas display featuring a fan-
recreated version of Homer Simpson’s iconic
pink car, affectionately called the “Junkola.”

This one-of-a-kind exhibit will only
be on display for the month of December,
offering fans of the show a unique photo-
op filled with a decorated Christmas tree,
life-size cutouts of the Simpsons family in
festive holiday outfits, and of course, the
famous vehicle.

“This car is such a fun pop-culture
touchstone,” said Brian Grams, Museum
Director. “The Simpsons have influenced
generations, and when I saw the car, I knew it
needed to be part of our collection.”

The Junkola was painstakingly recreated
by a fan in Michigan to match the car seen
in the opening credits of every episode. The
vehicle recently hit the online marketplace,
going viral on social media while also
garnering national media attention. When
Grams learned it was available for purchase,
he couldn’t resist. Negotiations even included
a replica of Homer’s iconic pink sprinkle

donut. After acquiring the car, it was placed
in storage, awaiting the perfect moment for
its public debut.

That moment arrived thanks to Jim
Wojdyla, the museum’s Marketing
Director, who noted that December 17th
marks the 35th anniversary of the very
first episode The Simpsons.”Not only is it
the 35th anniversary, but the first episode
also happened to be a Christmas special,”
Wojdyla said. “Talk about the perfect time
to debut the car, The Simpsons legacy, and
celebrate the holiday season all at once,” he
continued.

The iconic pink car display will only be
available through December 31 before it
returns to storage. The Volo Museum also
offers another Simpsons photo opportunity
on the property: a bench with life-sized
statues of the beloved characters, making
it a must-visit destination for fans of the
iconic series.

Admission to Volo Museum is $24.95 for
adults, with all pricing options listed at www.
volofun.com. The photo op is free with
regular paid admission to Volo Museum.
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On December 2, Eric
Rinehart was ofﬁ01ally sworn
in, marking the start of his
second term as Lake County
State’s Attorney.

Along with him, all Lake
County Assistant State’s At-
torneys and Investigators
also took their oaths.

After  the ceremony,
State’s Attorney Rinehart
expressed gratitude to his
family for their support and
presence and delivered the
following statement:

“Thank you Judge Manak
for your work in Lake Coun-
ty and the legal community.
You are an amazing person
who leads by example and
who has never backed down
from the challenge of helping
others.

Next, I want to thank
each and every person who
has ever worked in the Lake
County State’s Attorney’s
office. By serving others and
by making our communities
safer, you have answered the
highest calling. And to each
of you, I want to thank you
for your public service in ad-
vancing our office’s mission.

This mission is to make
our community safer within
a justice system that must
be dedicated to truth, fair-
ness, and compassion as it
breathes life into democrat-
ically-passed laws and se-
cures the constitutional rights
that generations have fought
to protect.

We serve: the Lake Coun-
ty residents who we strive
to make safer today, and
decades into the future; the
survivors whose voices we
lift up in the courtrooms as
we join them in seeking jus-
tice in individual cases; and
the civilians whose rights we
protect by always making
sure that we seek true justice
— not “victories” — but fair
and constitutional results.

While performing this sol-
emn duty of bringing equal
justice to every community,
we must also strive to an-
swer the question of why
the most-resourced country
in the world struggles with a
crime problem?

Locally, we know that

many types of violent crimes

are down in Lake County — at
a rate much faster than the
national or state averages.
But we cannot be compla-
cent.

We will continue to
hold offenders accountable
through modern and effec-
tive investigations with our
dedicated police partners.
Because of new technology
inside and outside the office,
crime clearance rates have
risen steadily — particularly
in underserved communities.
After an arrest, and without
cash bail, we can now hold
violent offenders and hope-
fully give some peace to sur-
vivors and protection to the
community.

We will also keep invest-
ing in the amazing prose-
cutors, administrative staff,
investigators, and victim
specialists who take over af-
ter the police have solved the
case. | will keep urging the
county board and state legis-
lature to prioritize safety and
to invest in this office. We
need more victim specialists
to support domestic violence
survivors, more prosecutors
to decrease caseloads, and
more tools to counteract the
opioid crisis.

These steps will help us
respond to the crime that hap-
pens right now.

But Bishop Desmond Tutu
once said, ‘There comes a
point where we need to stop
just pulling people out of the
river. We need to look up-
stream to find out why they
are falling in.’

Prevention is key to the
long-term health of the com-
munity, and we are the ones
who are best situated to iden-
tify what can prevent crime.
In other words, we are the
ones standing on the river.

In other words, the best
way to be hard on crime is to
prevent it in the first place —
to find those root causes and
to treat them so that violent
crimes do not take lives. By
saving lives and reducing
crime we reduce generational
and community trauma.

Investing in trauma re-
duction not only serves our
moral mission, but also pro-
tects communities in the fu-
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Eric Rinehart

ture. The same can be said of
the need to invest in mental
health and substance abuse
treatment. We should expand
our specialty courts so that
more of those in-need can
be part of such a successful
treatment program. At the
same time, we will expand
diversion and deflection for
simple, non-violent crimes to
treat people closer in time to
the offense, and to save time
and resources in our court-
house for those cases with
victims and/or that are com-
plicated.

But our work cannot suc-
ceed without data, transpar-
ency, and trust from the com-
munity.

We must work much hard-
er to create a data culture in
Lake County. Not because
we think data itself drives
down crime, not because
we believe data dashboards
should replace compassion or
counseling, but because we
know that data will explain
our successes, teach us about
our mistakes, and allow us to
compassionately and urgent-
ly direct people and money to
those in the highest need.

Data will also help us
strengthen the trust between
the courthouse and the com-
munity. The community
needs to see whether our of-
fice is diverse, whether our
dispositions create racial
disparities, and whether we
are securing justice for all
victims — regardless of what
they look like, what language
they speak, or where they
are from. It may be uncom-
fortable, but I must lay down
this challenge: we must work
harder to end the racial dis-
parities that we see in our
crime victimization data, our
coroner statistics, and our in-
carceration rates.

In conclusion, I want to
end by thanking the commu-
nity. Lake County is beautiful
and diverse, with amazing re-
sources and large challenges.
Our local resources include
our amazing non-profit or-
ganizations, our local gov-
ernments, our churches, our
schools, our civic organiza-
tions, our businesses, and our
survivor-support providers.
We know that using your
connections and experiences
will make this office stronger
and our community healthier.

Our job must be to use our
resources in this county to
solve our crime problems so
that we can lift everyone up
and so that everyone is safe.
We truly can achieve safe-
ty, justice, and equality for
all. But it is hard work. And
I know we are up to it as an
office and as a community.”
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Man arrested for possessing over 1,000
iImages and videos of child pornography

L ake
County Sher-
iff’s  Detec-
tives arrested
a Lindenhurst
man Decem-
ber 3 for pos-
sessing  over
one thousand
images  and
videos depict-
ing violent child pornography.

The Lake County Sheriff’s
Cybercrime Unit received in-
formation that an IP address
in Lake County was upload-
ing child pornography online.
Sherift’s detectives conducted
further investigation showing
the IP address was registered
at a home in the 300 block of
North Crooked Lake Lane,
Lindenhurst.

Sheriff’s detectives present-
ed the case facts to the Lake
County State’s Attorney’s Of-
ficce who approved a search
warrant for the house. A Lake
County Judge signed and au-
thorized the search warrant.

On December 3, members
of the Lake County Sheriff’s
Cybercrime Unit, Lake Coun-
ty State’s Attorney’s Office
Cybercrime Unit, and Illinois
Attorney General’s Office Cy-
bercrime Unit conducted the
search warrant at the residence.

Investigators  determined
Aaron J. Stiegel, 25, of the
same residence, was responsi-
ble for downloading, upload-
ing, and storing child pornog-
raphy. Some of the images and
videos he possessed contained
children under the age of 10
being sadistically sexually as-

rm—
-

\ P
Aaron J.
Stiegel

saulted. The investigation re-
vealed that Stiegel likely traded
child pornography with others
across the country.

After reviewing the initial
facts and circumstances of
the incident, the Lake Coun-
ty State’s Attorney’s Office
approved the charges of five
counts of possessing child
pornography (class 2 felonies)
against Stiegel.

Additional charges are an-
ticipated to be filed.

Sherift’s detectives are con-
ducting further investigation
into the individuals Stiegel
shared child pornography with,
and leads will be sent to appro-
priate law enforcement agen-
cies.

The Lake County State’s At-
torney’s Office intends to file a
petition to detain Stiegel in cus-
tody while awaiting trial.

Lake County Sheriff’s
personnel take swift
action to stop an attack

The fast actions of Lake
County Sheriff’s Deputies
prevented serious injury to an
elderly woman being attacked
yesterday afternoon.

On December 2, at ap-
proximately 4:25 p.m., Lake
County Sheriff’s Telecommu-
nicators received a 911 call
from a residence in the 38600
block of North Lewis Ave-
nue, Beach Park, for a report
of an individual armed with a
knife, threatening the lives of
those in the house. Sheriff’s
Telecommunicators were able
to obtain crucial information
that the man out of control,

Keith MacDonald, 33, of
the same residence, armed
himself with a knife and told
everyone inside they were
“going to die,” which they re-
layed to responding sheriff’s
deputies.

Sheriff’s deputies arrived
and looked inside a window
of the residence. They ob-
served MacDonald standing
over an elderly woman, who
was lying on the floor. Not
knowing if MacDonald was
still armed with a knife and
believing
the elderly
woman was
at  immedi-
ate risk, the
sherift’s dep-

uties forced

entry through

the locked

front  door, Keith
and tackled MacDonald

MacDonald to the ground,
successfully taking him into
custody.

Further investigation re-
vealed MacDonald became
enraged after learning he was
going to be evicted from the
home by his family. MacDon-
ald grabbed hold of a knife
from the kitchen and began
chasing a woman around the
home, saying he was going to
kill her.

After reviewing the facts
and circumstances of the inci-
dent, the Lake County State’s
Attorney’s Office approved
the following charges against
MacDonald: Aggravated Bat-
tery to a Person Over 60 Years
of Age, Aggravated Assault
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with a Deadly Weapon, Dis-
orderly Conduct, Resisting
Arrest, and Child Endanger-
ment (there was a one-year-
old child present during the
attack).

The Lake County State’s
Attorney’s Office filed a pe-
tition to detain MacDonald
while awaiting trial.

Flynn sentenced for
3 counts of sexual
relations within families
The McHenry County
States Attorney’s office an-
nounced that on November
15, David W. Flynn, of Chica-
go, was sentenced to 15 years
in the Illinois Department of
Corrections on three counts
of Sexual Relations Within
Families. Flynn will also be
required to register as a sex of-
fender for the remainder of his
natural life. Flynn’s sentence
was part of a negotiated plea of
guilty entered before the Hon-
orable Judge Tiffany E. Davis.
On January 9, 2022, Flynn
and the victim were in Wa-
terloo, Indiana, when third
parties became aware of Fly-
nn’s ongoing sexual abuse
of a then 19-year-old female
family member. When Flynn
was aware others knew, Fly-
nn threatened to kill himself
while holding a knife to his
own throat. The victim called
the police, and Flynn was sub-
sequently hospitalized for sui-
cide threats. After the sexual
relationship was revealed, the
victim returned to McHenry
County and made formalized
police reports documenting
the ongoing sexual abuse. Fly-
nn, himself, admitted to the
offenses to other witnesses.
Further evidence of Flynn’s
acts and incriminating state-
ments was discovered in text
messages that were recovered
during forensic investigative
analysis of cell phone data.
McHenry County State’s
Attorney Randi Freese thanks
Det. Andrew Taylor with the
Marengo Police Department,
Sgt. Michael Roehrkasse with
the McHenry County Sheriff’s
Office, the Fox River Grove
Police Department, and the
Waterloo Indiana Marshal’s
Office for their collaborative
efforts and thorough investi-
gation in this case. A special
thanks to Assistant State’s At-
torney Ashley Romito for her
work in prosecution of this
case.

Two high-risk missing
people located in less
than 24 hours

In less than 24 hours, two
highly endangered people
were safely located through

the efforts of Lake County
Sheriff’s Deputies and our law
enforcement partners.

On November 29, at ap-
proximately 11:00 p.m., a
60-year-old man with cogni-
tive disabilities was report-
ed missing from his home in
Wadsworth. -
Temperatures
had dropped
into the teens,
prompting an
urgent  and
extensive
search effort.

Deputies, ;
K9 teams, David W.
drones, and Flynn

other resources worked tire-
lessly into the early morning
hours, but the initial search
proved unsuccessful.

At first light Saturday, the
sheriff’s criminal investiga-
tions division organized a sys-
tematic search grid. During
this effort, the missing man
was located near the Wad-
sworth Savanna Forest Pre-
serve by Lake County Forest
Preserve Police Officers, who
were assisting with the search.
He was transported to a local
hospital for treatment for cold
exposure and is expected to
make a full recovery.

On November 30, at ap-
proximately 1:40 p.m., sher-
iff’s deputies responded to
a report of a missing elderly
woman with multiple cogni-
tive disabilities in unincorpo-
rated Antioch. The woman had
been last seen over an hour
earlier and was believed to
have left her home on foot.

The search included drones
from partnering police de-
partments and K9 teams
Duke, Zeus, and Danno from
the Sheriff’s Office. During
the search, K9 Duke, led by
Deputy Dwight Arrowood,
alerted to the woman’s scent.
K9 Duke guided Deputy Ar-
rowood to a vehicle near the
home, where the woman was
found lying in the back seat.
Paramedics transported her to
a local hospital for treatment
for cold exposure, and she is
also expected to recover fully.

Both individuals faced
life-threatening risks due to the
extreme cold, and their timely
rescues underscore the impor-
tance of coordinated efforts
and specialized resources.

Sheriff John D. Idleburg
said, “In the span of just 24
hours, the dedication and
teamwork of our sheriff’s
deputies, K9 teams, and law
enforcement partners saved
two lives. Despite the harsh
outdoor elements, these highly
endangered individuals were
found and brought to safety.

We extend our gratitude to all
of our law enforcement part-
ners for their critical role in
these rescues and commend
the exceptional skills of our
K9 teams. This is a testament
to the unwavering commit-
ment of everyone involved to
protecting our community.”

The Lake County Sheriff’s
Office extends its gratitude to
the Lake County Forest Pre-
serve Police, Zion Police De-
partment, Fox Lake Police De-
partment, Antioch Police De-
partment, Libertyville Police
Department, Gurnee Police
Department, and Illinois State
Police for their assistance in
these searches.

Vodnansky sentenced to
eight years for predatory
criminal sexual assault

On November 25, Matthew
K. Vodnansky, a 41-year-old
male from Fox Lake, was sen-
tenced to 8 years in the Illinois
Department of Corrections
for Predatory Criminal Sexual
Assault. Vodnansky entered a
negotiated plea of guilty before
the Honorable Judge Tiffany E.
Davis.

On February 8, 2022, the
McHenry County Sheriff’s Of-
fice began investigating a report
of a delayed criminal sexual
abuse, stem-
ming from an
outcry by the
victim to the
school social
worker. The
victim report-
ed that Vod-
nansky sex-
ually abused
her 3 to 4
years earlier
when Vodnansky believed that
she was asleep. Vodnansky was
previously convicted of posses-
sion of child pornography in
2002 and was a registered sex-
ual offender at the time of this
offense.

Truth-in-Sentencing ~ will
require that Vodnansky serve a
minimum of 85 percent of his
sentence prior to being released
from the custody of IDOC.
Upon release, Vodnansky will
be placed on Mandatory Su-
pervised Release for a period of
between three years to life and
will be required to register as a
sexual predator for life.

McHenry County State’s
Attorney Randi Freese thanks
the victim whose courage was
paramount to seeing that justice
was done in this case as well as
the McHenry County Sheriff’s
Department and Child Advoca-
cy Center of McHenry County.
This case was prosecuted by
Assistant State’s Attorney Mar-
garet O’Brien.

Matthew K.
Vodnansky

MCCD events this weekend

Get your jingle on at
Glacial Park Saturday

Join McHenry County
Conservation District for a
day of holiday fun on Satur-
day, Dec. 14 from noon to 4
p.m. at Glacial Park, Route 31
and Harts Road, Ringwood.
Visitors are encouraged to
spend the day at a variety of
winter themed drop-in pro-
grams.

Experience a Holiday at
Grandma’s House at the his-
toric Powers-Walker House
and watch volunteers in his-
torical attire preparing for
winter and the holidays in the
mid-19th century. Then stop
by Lost Valley Visitor Center
for Nature’s Ornaments and
create unique decorations

with materials from nature.
While at Lost Valley Visitor
Center, participants can test
their problem-solving skills
with a Holly Jolly Scavenger
Hunt.

All ages are welcome to
the drop-in programs. Regis-
tration is not required.

To learn more about
McHenry County Conserva-
tion District and their pro-
grams visit MCCDistrict.org.

MCCD hosting winter
candlelight ski/hike this
weekend

McHenry County Conser-
vation District invites skiers
and hikers of every experi-
ence level and age to the first
Candlelight Ski & Hike of the

season on Friday, Dec. 13 and
Saturday, Dec. 14 from 5-9
p-m. at Boone Creek Conser-
vation Area, 916 Cold Springs
Road, Bull Valley.

Registration is not required
for this free drop-in activity.
Bring your own equipment
if using. No pets, please. A
minimum of 4 inches of snow
are required to ski. If there is
less than 4 inches of snow, the
events will be held as hikes.

Cancellations may occur
if trails are icy, hazardous or
wind chill drops below -20°F.
Alerts are posted at MCCD.
me/Closures.

To learn more about
McHenry County Conserva-
tion District and their pro-
grams visit MCCDistrict.org.
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Classifieds

Help Wanted

HELP WANTED: WAREHOUSE
LIGHT MACHINES, MAILINGS,
INKJET. WILL TRAIN THE BEST
CANDIDATE. 3 DAYS PER
WEEK. 18-26 HOURS. MON/
TUES/WED. CALL TO INQUIRE
262-725-7704.

Managerial

WAREHOUSE ASSISTANT
MANAGER 4 DAYS PER WEEK.
DELAVAN LOCATION. PUB-
LISHERS OF WEEKLY NEWS-
PAPERS & TMC PRODUCTS.
CALL TO INQUIRE 262-725-
7704 OR SEND RESUME TO
Isweet @ rvpublishing.com

Part Time
Help Wanted

DATA ENTRY, MAILROOM
PREPARATIONS FLEXIBLE
HOURS. PLEASE APPLY AT
1102 ANN ST. DELAVAN, Wi
OR CALL 262-725-7704 TO IN-

QUIRE

Announcements

Burial Needs

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS
cannot be credited or refunded
after the ad has been placed.
Ads canceled before deadline
will be removed from the paper
as a service to our customers,
but no credit or refund will be
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This
publication does not knowingly
accept fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those asking
for money in advance.

7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva,
WI53147. This is a private sale.
Contact Randy, the seller at
randy@slpublishers.com.

Misc. For Sale

42’ SNOW BLOWER ATTACH-
MENT FOR John Deere Tractor
GX345, chains & weights includ-
ed. Fits other models. $500 OBO
262-763-5588.

Skilled Trades

JOIN THE SPX FLOW TEAM In
Delevan, WI! Be part of a thriv-
ing community and a growing
company. We're hiring for various
roles, including CNC Machining,
Welding, Polishing, Assembly,
and Warehousing. What we offer:
Sign on bonus, shift premiums,
over 3 weeks paid time off, & a
strong culture in a clean man-
ufacturing environment. Apply
Now SPXFLOW.COM/ABOUT/
CAREERS/ or reach out to
our recruitment team at Kate.
heaps @ spxflow.com

YARD MACHINE SNOW BLOW-
ER 8hp/24”/5 speed. $400 OBO.
224-518-6491.

Wanted to Buy

ALL BEER-SODA-GAS-OIL

SIGNS All related items-TAP
HANDLES-BEER CANS. 262-

825-0932 Will Travel CASH PAID.

TRANSPORTATION

Campers and RVs

2016 FLEETWOOD TERRA 34B
MOTOR HOME 35’ 27,000 Miles
3 Slideouts 2 New WI-FI TV’s
5.5k Generator. $79,000 262-
206-4164.

For Sale by Owner

HOMES FOR $54K! Two great
starter homes,vacation spots
or investment properties,$54K
each. You choose or bundle both
per $90K. (1 in Lk. Geneva & 1 in
the U.P) | am a motivated seller
of an inheritance, they won’t last
for Long! Garry 262-581-3415.

Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE All
real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex, dis-
ability, familiar/ status or national
origin, or an intention to make
any such preference, limitation
or discrimination. Familial status
includes children under the age
of 18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of
children under 18. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law.
Our readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised in
this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimination call
HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777.
The toll-free tele phone number
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Parts &
Accessories

59TH ANNUAL INDOOR AUTO-
MOTIVE SWAP MEET Car parts,
all makes, car related items. Sun-
day February 23rd, 2025 7:30
AM - 1:00 PM. Vendor spaces
now available. $40-$45 Interest-
ed? Contact: WWW.wichapter-
mafca.com Event held at Wash-
ington County Fairgrounds, West
Bend, Wisconsin. Heated, Indoor
Facility. Hosted by WI Chapter
Model A Ford Club of America.

Sports/Classic
Cars

1949 CHEVY STYLELINE DE-
LUXE 2 Door, New engine, New
tires, Clean interior. Runs Great!
$7,950 Elkhorn Text only (708)
785-2440.

1952 CHEVY PICKUP Solid Ne-
vada truck, runs great. $19,750.
(262) 949-6997.

Sport Utilities

2008 JEEP LIBERTY 4X4 125k.
New battery, exhaust, water
pump, AC compressor & brakes
all around. AZ car. New low price
$5,600. Call 262-716-6180.

Trucks & Trailers

2002 FORD F-250 SUPER
DUTY V-10, with 8 Western
Plow, 37k miles, excellent cond.,
no rust, $28,000. 262-497-3162.

2006 V8 DODGE PICK UP 4
door, new tires, sharp! East
Coast truck-no rust. runs great.
$6,500. OBO 224-361-3059.

CHEVY SILVERADO 2014
1500 4x4 Extended cab, 5.3L V
Loaded, 82K, $20,000/0BO. 6
speed auto. 1988 Chevy 1500
Reg Cab. 2 wheel drive, 150,000
miles, second motor $1900/0BO.
Set of extra tires $300. 608-558-
1258

Lake County

Sheriff's

arrest bulletin

The Lake County Sher-
iff’s Dept. reported the
following arrests in Lake
County. Suspects are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law.

Oct. 20

David P Braun, 63, no
permanent address, was cit-
ed for DUI — alcohol, and no
insurance.

Oct. 21

Gildardo Fimbres, 72,
Beach Park, was cited for a
warrant obtained: violating
the sexual offender registry;

Juan J. Gonzalez, 20,
Wauconda, was cited for a
warrant arrest: residential
burglary;

Nelson Y. Ruiz-Sarmien-
to, 60, Elgin, was cited for
driving while license re-
voked, and suspended regis-
tration;

Richard A. Tommasetti,
61, Round Lake Beach, was
cited for attempted posses-
sion of cocaine, and unlaw-
ful possession of drug para-
phernalia;

Hailey A. Gertz, 23, In-
gleside, was cited for a
warrant  arrest: unlawful
possession of a controlled
substance;

Oct. 22

Brian R. Procanin, 46,
Lake Villa, was cited for a
warrant obtained: theft;

Alfredo P. Reinoso, 25,
Round Lake Beach, was
cited for no driver’s license
and no insurance;

Angela L. Haverty, 45,
Wauconda, was cited for
criminal trespass to property
and child endangerment;

Charles A. Leibfritz, 36,
Cary, was cited for a warrant
arrest: resisting arrest;

Oct. 23

Daniel Reyes Martinez,
18, Palatine, was cited for
no driver’s license;

Oct. 24

Lamar E. Whitehead, 44,
North Chicago, was cited
for a warrant arrest: identity
theft (Kenosha County, WI);

Karl W. Miller, 47, Keno-
sha, WI, was cited for un-
lawful possession of a stolen
motor vehicle, and driving
while license revoked;

Lilton Robinson, 34,
Waukegan, was cited for
DUI - alcohol;

Daesheonna L. Boss, 28,
Dubuque, IA, was cited for
driving while license sus-
pended;

Oct. 25
Troy V. Whitlow, 62, Ar-
lington Heights, was cited

for a warrant arrest: disor-
derly conduct;

Ramunas Klimasauskas,
45, Palatine, was cited for
DUI - alcohol, and open
transportation of alcohol;

Oct. 27
Alfredo E. Jarquin-Ro-
cha, 31, Waukegan, was

cited for DUI - alcohol, no
driver’s license and open
transportation of alcohol;
Ashley L. Willecke, 41,
Gurnee, was cited for a war-
rant arrest: identity theft;
Amanda M. Knutson, 40,
Woodstock, was cited for a
warrant arrest: DUI, domes-
tic battery (McHenry Coun-

ty).

Oct. 28

Joenathan Mandujano
Medina, 22, Grayslake, was
cited for DUI - alcohol,
leaving the scene of an acci-
dent and no insurance;

Yves C. Starling, 49,
Deerfield, was cited for do-
mestic  battery involving
strangulation;

Oct. 29

Dylan N. Vanzeyl, 19,
Third Lake, was cited for
theft and criminal trespass
to property;

Oct. 30

Tommie P. Potchynok,
77, Woodstock, was cited
for burglary, and criminal
damage to property;

Oct. 31

Brittany M. Barnett, 27,
Waukegan, was cited for
DUI - alcohol, failure to se-
cure child in restraint, and
child endangerment;

Allan Enrique Sevilla
Montino, 30, Lindenhurst,
was cited for DUI — alcohol,
no driver’s license and no
insurance;

Nov. 1

Daniel A. Schlabach, 43,
Ingleside, was cited for a
warrant arrest: aggravated
domestic battery;

Thomas Basile, 57, Lake
Villa, was cited for a warrant
arrest: driving while license
suspended;

Alejandra Ramirez-Meri-
da, 34, Lake Bluff, was cited
for DUI — alcohol, no driv-
er’s license and suspended
registration;

Jose Herrera Lopez, 26,
Waukegan, was cited for
DUI - alcohol, and no driv-
er’s license;

Nov. 2

Logan R. Hutchins, 23,
Beach Park, was cited for a
warrant arrest: domestic bat-
tery;

Nov. 3

Chance D. Grammar, 22,
Grayslake, was cited for ag-
gravated speeding (72 mph
in 35 mph zone);

Francisco J. Juarez-More-
no, 34, Arlington Heights;

Sebastian W. Jez, 42, Chi-
cago, was cited for aggravat-
ed speeding (101 mph in 65
mph zone).

Nov. 4

Alejandro Tapia, 44, Zion,
was cited for a warrant ar-
rest: forgery;

Carlos E. Medina-Silva,
45, no permanent address,
was cited for aggravated bat-
tery with a deadly weapon,
aggravated battery to a peace
officer, resisting arrest caus-
ing injury, and trespassing to
railway property;

Nov. 5

Ryan M. Shaver, 41, no
permanent address, was cited
for failure to register as a sex
offender;

Sheri M. Slough, 38, Mt.
Prospect, was cited for a
warrant arrest: unlawful pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance;

Nov. 6

Willie L. Wright, 54, no
permanent address, was cited
for theft;

Dashawna O. Phifer, 43,
Waukegan, was cited for
driving while license re-
voked and suspended regis-
tration;

Demarcus R. Maxey, 30,
Chandler, AZ, was cited for
reckless driving, and aggra-
vated speeding (92 mph in
45 mph zone);

Nov. 7

Tasha Byrd, 47, Zion,
was cited for driving while
license revoked, revoked
registration, and improper
transportation of cannabis;

Nov. 8

Danny Rivera, 30, Zion,
was cited for a warrant arrest:
aggravated battery, criminal
damage to property, and a
new charge: obstructing a
peace officer and improper
transportation of cannabis;

Ruben D. Bastidas-Gil,
30, Waukegan, was cited for
no driver’s license, and sus-
pended registration;

Nov. 9

Johann J. Huelsman, 22,
Lake Bluff, was cited for
DUI - alcohol;

Nov. 10

Orlando Wilson, 26, no
permanent address, was cited
for a warrant arrest: criminal
trespass to vehicle.
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ITEMS MAY BE SENT TO E
=% news@hi-liter.com :iZ
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Ve want your news!

The Hi-Liter is looking to publish the news

i

i

Digital Subscription is available for this newspaper for

Just go to southernlakesnewspapers.com!

FREE!

Click on “SUBSCRIBE” in the menu bar at the top of the page,

then click “e-editions” to choose your newspaper!

Start your electronic subscription today!

433966
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Lverle

MATT

TWIN /
MATTRESS
Starting at

*199

QUEEN

MATTRESS
Starting at

*259

Only Verlo guarantees
you'll be comfortable
for the lifetime of
your mattress.

Since we build your mattress
in our local factory, we
can easily adjust it for you
throughout the years. A little
softer here...a little firmer
there. With Verlo's Lifetime
Comfort Guarantee, you can
just get comfortable - and

stay comfortable.

Mattress Protectors |

ACCESSORY
BUNDLE

LAKE GENEVA CRYSTAL LAKE

2462 Hwy 120
262.249.0420

1-866-99-VERLO (866-998-3756)

verle

vl FIRM 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

699

TWin 3499 ruL 599 kinG*899

BUY MORE $SAVE MORE
30% OFF 3+ items

-OR-

20% OFF 2 items

v3 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip v5 FIRM 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

1599

win $1049 ruL $1349 «inc®1999

QUEEN SET STARTING @

*999

TwWin 3749 ruL 3899 kinG*1399

ADJUSTABLE BED BASES

Starting at $399*

Relieve pressure by raising your head or feet. Enjoy a relaxing massage
at the touch of a button with Verlo’s adjustable beds.

Great for watching TV or reading in bed | Reduces snoring & acid reflux effects

Alleviates lower back, knee & leg pain | Aids in circulation

*With Verlo mattress purchase. See store for details.

v7 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

$2099

win 31399 rull 11949 «inG*2699

SAVE vpTO

vMotien Myeed

v3 Set Purchase*

SAVE uprTO

*250..

v5 Set Purchase*

SAVE upTO

*350..

v7 Set Purchase*

SAVE upTO

*450.,.

v9 Set Purchase”

*On set purchase with factory select covers.

Not applicable on previous purchases. One
coupon per set purchase. See store for
details. Offer ends 12-31-2024.

Pillows | Headboards

More than 20 Single and Double-Sided Models to Choose From.

McHENRY
3710 West Elm St.
815.578.8375

e verlo.com

5150 North West Hwy
815.455.2570

FREE O*

FINANCING

See store for details. aeir1a
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