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About one in 10 people younger
than 65 in Antioch, have a disability
U.S. Census data show, yet there are
no playgrounds in the surrounding
communities that are built to be ac-
cessible for people with disabilities.

A team of local community vol-
unteers spearheaded the develop-
ment of the area’s first all-inclusive
playground with the help of national
experts Unlimited Play.

On Saturday, the community
came together to celebrate the grand
opening of this accessible play
space, called the Treehouse Com-
munity Playground at 18724 W. 173,
next to NorthBridge Church, An-
tioch.

“Antioch is proud to have the first
accessible playground in the area
here in our community. I am grate-
ful for the volunteers, donors, and
leadership of the community volun-
teers and NorthBridge Church who
have made this dream a reality for
children with and without disabili-
ties,” said Scott J. Gartner, Antioch
Mayor.

The playground surpasses design
standards set by the Americans with
Disabilities Act and will enable all
children — regardless of their abil-
ities — to play side-by-side. This
new playground also will allow par-
ents and caregivers with disabilities
to play with their children.
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W. Rt 173, Antioch is now officially open to the public.
The Importance of Play

M

Research shows that communities
thrive when their children thrive.
And play is critical for a child’s de-
velopment. It builds imagination,
enhances independence, promotes
physical activity, fosters healthy

brain development, and eases anx-
iety. Yet children with disabilities
often are not able to use local play-
grounds, because the equipment
isn’t accessible to them.

The Treehouse Community Play-

ground will bring together children
of all abilities and create a sense of
community where all children feel
nurtured, valued, encouraged, and
respected.

The playground, which was fund-
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Despite the rainy weather on June 1, it is estimated that approximately 400 people showed up to
celebrate the grand opening/ribbon cutting at the Treehouse Community Playground in Antioch. After
an indoor ceremony, dozens of people headed out to explore the playground. The playground at 18724

ed by donations from individuals
and local businesses, includes ramp
access to all levels of the play space,
a modified swing, specialized seat-
ing and handholds, and quiet spaces
for sensory needs.

use permits for
Anchor Pointe
Marina (also
known as AP
Marine), located
at 42125 North
4™ Avenue, unincorporated
Antioch. Additionally, the
agent of the marina, Steven
Wooden, 41, of the 41000
block of North Westlake
Avenue, unincorporated
Antioch, was arrested for

one count of forgery (class 3
felony) following a paperwork
scam.

In order for a person or
company to rent boats, the
Illinois Department of Natural
Resources (IDNR) must
receive a boat rental license
application. IDNR then verifies
that each boat listed in the
application is worthy of being
used for rental purposes.
Following their review, IDNR
stamps and signs the official
form, before sending it back to
the person or company.

Companies renting boats on
the Fox Waterway must submit
the IDNR paperwork to the
Fox Waterway Agency, so the
agency can verify and ensure
compliance, verifying the boats
are safe for users.

Steven
Wooden

See ARRESTED, Page 6
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Antioch chamber of commerce & Industry

882 Main St., Antioch, IL = 847-395-2233 = antiochchamber.org

POUBLE THE MAGIC IN SCHOOL
WIZARD TOWN - GREAT HALL FINALE - SWAG

izard
wégkegﬁ
ny

Antioch, I[, ag

SATURDAY, JUNE 15
POWNTOWN ANTIOCH, IL

KIDS SCHOOL OF MAGIC-DOUBLE THE CLASSES, ages 7-13 start off
this magical day of fun. School is 8:30-11:00, held at the Antioch Public Library.

MAGICAL BANDS FOR WIZARD VILLAGE, MAP, MAGICAL MOMENTS,
PHOTO OPS, CONTESTS, PROFESSORS etc. - Purchase your Magical
Band to enjoy dozens of Magical Moments in Antioch’s Wizard Town (10-3)

GREAT HALL FINALE W/WIZARD SWAG (3-4:30) must have
Magical Band to enter Great Hall (use your Wizard Map to find)!
Must have Magical Band to experience all things magical.

MAGICAL CRAFTERS POP-UP - Browse through our mini Mag-

For More Information Check Out Our Website:
WizardsWeekend.com
or call Antioch Chamber 847-395-2233
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Hats off to the graduates!

More than 550 McHenry Community High School seniors received their diplomas during an outdoor cer-
emony May 18 at McCracken Field in McHenry. The Class of 2024 includes 52 lllinois State Scholars and 187
Distinguished Warriors, an honor earned through academics, school participation and community service.
The entire class earned more than $6 million in scholarships for their continuing education.
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Antioch Public Library summer reading program
‘Community Matters runs through July 31

The Antioch Public Li-
brary District will be hosting
the 2024 Summer Reading
Program themed “Commu-
nity Matters” starting June
I** through July 31*. This
year’s theme is individually
presented by and designed
by the Antioch Public Li-
brary District. This program
was created as a way to ex-
press appreciation and sup-
port for local organizations,
businesses and members of
the community, with an em-
phasis that a community that
works together, is stronger.
This year’s program mascot,
“Matty the Mouse” will ex-
plore the community and can
be found at various partici-
pating locations around An-
tioch. Join Matty as he goes
on adventures and discovers
the wonderful things that
this community has to offer.

Participants register for
the challenge at apld.bean-
stack.com where they will
keep track of the days that
they read. For every four
days that participants read,
they will receive a digital

badge through the platform,
which will provide them
with electronic tickets to en-
ter into selected prize draw-
ings. The challenge has been
completed once the partici-
pant has read for 32 days.

In addition to the reading
challenge, the Library will
also be hosting other “Com-
munity Matters” themed
programs and contests. Take
a look at these events:

Community Wide Photo
Contest — June 1st -
June 23rd.

All ages are invited to
enter the “Community Mat-
ters” Photo Contest. En-
tries will be accepted June
1 through June 23. Photos
are to reflect what represents
community to the photogra-
pher. For additional details
including rules and contest
agreement, visit our online
event calendar at apld.info.
This contest is made possi-
ble with the support of the
Antioch Fine Arts Founda-
tion and the Antioch Library
Friends.

College news

Vilardi named to MSOE
Honors List

Sarah Vilardi, from An-
tioch, was named to the Mil-
waukee School of Engineer-
ing’s Honors List for the 2024
Spring Semester. Vilardi is
pursuing a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Nursing.

MSOE names Dean’s List
honorees for spring 2024
semester

Milwaukee School of En-
gineering congratulates the
following students that were
named to the spring semester
2024 Dean’s List:
e Jan Golvach of Antioch.
Golvach is pursuing a Bach-
elor of Science in Computer
Science.
* Logan Knott of Richmond.
Knott is pursuing a Bachelor
of Science in Mechanical En-

gineering.

e Nathan Blanck of Antioch.
Blanck is pursuing a Bachelor
of Science in Chemical and
Biomolecular Engineering.

e Matthew Schultz of Antioch.
Schultz is pursuing a Bache-
lor of Science in Computer
Science.

Students taking undergrad-
uate courses who have earned
at least 12 credits in residence
at MSOE, are in good aca-
demic standing, and have a
cumulative GPA of 3.20 or
higher are on the Dean’s List.

Spring 2024 Dean’s
List at Olivet Nazarene
University announced

To qualify for inclusion on
the Dean’s List at Olivet Naz-
arene University in Bourbon-
nais, IL, a student must have
been enrolled as a full-time

“Find Matty” Scavenger
Hunt — June 1st - July
31st.

The adventure continues!
Participate in the “Find Mat-
ty” scavenger hunt, made
possible with the help of
local organizations and busi-
ness. Participants will be
provided with a list of loca-
tions to stop in to, to explore
what they have to offer.
While there, they will be on
the lookout to “Find Matty”.
Once Matty is found, they
will receive a sticker from
each location. For every six
location stickers received,
participants can bring their
completed lists in to the Li-
brary to receive a code to be
applied to their online ac-
count on the program plat-
form. That code will provide
them with an extra digital
ticket to enter into the select-
ed prize drawings.

Library Card Design
Contest — July 1st -
July 15th.

Show us your art! Create
a Library card design based

undergraduate student and
must have attained a semester
grade point average of 3.50
or higher on a 4.00 grading
scale.

Local recipients of spring
semester Dean’s List honors
are:

* Emily Lara of Antioch
* Amanda Paddock of Antioch

Martinez name to
Elmhurst University
Dean’s List

Jose Lucena Martinez, of
Antioch, was among more
than 975 students named to
Elmhurst University’s Spring
2024 Dean’s List.

The Dean’s List is com-
posed of students who during
the term concerned, attained
a grade-point average of 3.75
or higher (out of a possible
4.00).

around “What does com-
munity mean to you?” and
enter for a chance to have
your design printed on one
of three new limited edi-
tion card designs offered by
the Library. This contest is
made possible with the sup-
port of the Antioch Fine Arts
Foundation and the Antioch
Library Friends. For addi-
tional details including rules
and contest agreement, visit
our online event calendar at
apld.info.

Thank you to the Summer
Reading Program sponsors,
the Antioch Library Friends,
as well as those businesses
and organizations that have
donated items or will be par-
ticipating in programs and
events, such as: the Antioch
Fire Department, Antioch
Garden Club, Antioch Pizza,
Parkway Bank in Antioch,
Plaza Laundromat, and more.

The Antioch Public Li-
brary is located at 757 N.
Main St., Antioch. For more
information call 847-395-
0874 or visit their website at
apld.info.

Health Department encourages
residents to swim safely

Although Memorial Day
isn’t the official start of sum-
mer, it signals the summer
mindset for most of us. If you
are swimming at your local
pool or enjoying time at your
favorite beach, it is import-
ant to protect yourself from
illness, prevent the spread of
germs, and practice safe swim-
ming.

There is a small chance you
can get sick from swimming in
unclean or contaminated wa-
ter. Recreational water illness-
es (RWIs) can spread if you
swallow, have contact with,
or breathe in mists or aerosols
from water contaminated with
germs and RWI are typically
spread by people swimming
while ill.

The Lake County Health
Department monitors lake wa-
ter for E.Coli bacteria in over
100 Lake Michigan and inland
lake beaches to ensure that the
water is acceptable for swim-
ming. From Memorial Day to
Labor Day, beach closure in-
formation can be found on the
Health Department’s Beach
Monitoring and Advisories
web page at www.lakecoun-
tyil.gov/2385/Beach-Monitor-
ing-and-Advisories, which is
updated daily by 10:00 a.m.

When bacteria levels are
high, the Health Department
notifies the beach’s manager,
and signs are posted indicating
a swim ban is in place. Water
samples are taken daily until
the bacteria levels fall below
the standard.

“The Ecological Services
program keeps our community
protected and prevents water-
borne illnesses by testing the
water,” said Alana Bartolai,
Ecological Services Coordina-
tor. “We strongly recommend
checking our Beach Monitor-
ing and Advisories page before
heading out to the beach to en-
sure you can do so safely”.

Here are ways to protect
yourself from illness at pools
and water parks:

* Don’t swim or let your chil-
dren swim when sick with di-
arrhea.

* Don’t swallow the water.

e Take children on bathroom
breaks every 60 minutes.

bathroom or diaper-changing
area—not waterside—to keep
germs away from the water.

* Shower before you enter the
water.

* Never swim alone

Follow these tips to avoid
hazards when swimming in
our lakes this summer:

e Before heading to your fa-
vorite lake, check if the beach
is open on the Health Depart-
ment website www.lakecoun-
tyil.gov/2385/Beach-Monitor-
ing-and-Advisories. If a swim
ban is in place, do not swim in
the lake.

* Avoid swimming in lakes
after a large rain event, since
rainfall can wash pollutants
into lakes resulting in elevated
bacteria levels.

* On Lake Michigan, don’t
swim during times of heavy
surf (i.e., high waves), which
can overpower even the stron-
gest swimmer. Know before
you go and check the National
Weather Service for any beach
hazard advisories and never
swim alone.

* On inland lakes, occasional
harmful algae blooms may oc-
cur. Avoid areas where the wa-
ter has a green or blue-green
appearance. Report any algae
blooms to the Health Depart-
ment.

Throughout the summer,
the Health Department sam-
ples 11 beaches along Lake
Michigan four days per week
including: North Point Marina
Beach, Winthrop Harbor; Ili-
nois Beach State Park North
Beach, Zion; Illinois Beach
State Park South Beach, Zion;
Illinois Beach State Park Re-
sort Beach, Zion; Waukeg-
an North Beach, Waukegan;
Waukegan  South  Beach,
Waukegan; Foss Park Beach,
North Chicago; Lake Bluff
Sunrise Beach, Lake Bluff;
Forest Park Beach, Lake
Forest; Park Avenue Beach,
Highland Park; and Rosewood
Beach, Highland Park.

The Health Department
also samples Lake Bluff Dog
Beach and Moraine Dog
Beach once a week.

For more information on
beach monitoring, please call
Lake County Health Depart-

e Check diapers every 30-60 ment’s Environmental Ser-
minutes and change them in a  vices at (847) 377-8020.
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Expires 6/11/24 (No debit or credit cards)

FOUR ROSES SMALL BATCH

BOURBO N
(DOES NOT INCLUDE $2 7
SMALL BATCH SELECT) 750 ML

Cash & Carry Coupon
Expires 6/11/24 (No debit or credit cards)

ADMIRAL NELSON
SPICED RUM

Expires 6/11/24 (No debit or credit cards)

HARTLEY'S BRANDY
$1 1 1.75 LITER

Cash & Carry Coupon
Expires 6/11/24 (No debit or credit cards)

(REGULAR
ONLY)

Cash & Carry Coupon

Expires 6/11/24 (No debit or credit cards)

SVEDKA VODKA
$1 2 1.75 LITER

$1 0 1.75 LITER

Cash & Carry Coupon
Expires 6/11/24 (No debit or credit cards)

(DOUBLE
CASK ONLY)

Cash & Carry Coupon
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The Largest Wine, Beer & Spirits

Selection in Lake County
NO LIMIT CASH & CARRY COUPON SPECIALS

3 (No debit or credit cards)
40 WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES AND CORRECT PRINTING ERRORS

12 YEAR MACALLAN
DOUBLE CASK

$64 750 ML

Expires 6/11/24 (No debit or credit cards)

AL

DI AMORE

QUATTRO ORANGE & RASPBERRY
6 750 ML

Cash & Carry Coupon
Expires 6/11/24 (No debit or credit cards)

E GILBEY’S GIN

) ALL TYPES
CHI-CHI'S COCKTAILS
$zgi%TER

Cash & Carry Coupon
Expires 6/11/24 (No debit or credit cards)
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Lake County State’s Attorney Eric Rinehart, LCCAC’s Education and Out-
reach Specialist Carrie Wings, Duo Dog Linden.

Lake County State’s Attorney’s office
and LCCAC announce new support dog

The Lake County Children’s Advocacy
Center (LCCAC) and the Lake County Stat’s
Attorney’s Office are excited to announce
the newest member of the team, Duo Dog,
Linden. Linden will primarily serve as
comfort and support to children during the
investigative process.

Linden is a two-year-old Labrador
Retriever who was trained and donated
by Duo Dogs, Inc., a national non-profit
organization that trains and connects dogs
with people to cultivate positive change.

Linden has been assigned to the LCCAC
and will be there until he turns 10 years old.
He has been partnered with his handler,
Carrie Wings, the LCCAC’s Education
and Outreach Specialist. As a comfort dog,
Linden will accompany children throughout
the forensic interview process.

State’s Attorney Eric Rinehart stated,
“Linden is wonderful. The most important
thing is that we provide children with every
comfort possible to help them while also
making sure that our investigations are
accurate and effective. As a father of two and
a dog owner myself, I have seen firsthand
how important dogs can be in the lives of
children.”

“I am pleased to welcome Linden to The
Lake County Children’s Advocacy Center
and our community,” Ms. Wings stated.
“He has quickly become a member of our
team and is already affecting those around
him. Linden is a sweet and gentle boy. |
am grateful that Linden was chosen for us

and that he is here to help children through
a difficult and trying time while providing
comfort and ease. I look forward to seeing
all the work he will do to make a difference
in the life of a child, and I could not be more
honored than to be a part of his journey.”

Linden is the third dog that Duo Dogs has
donated to the State’s Attorney’s Office. The
first dog, Mitchell, was previously assigned
to the LCCAC prior to Linden and retired
in July 2023. Hitch, the second Duo Dog,
retired last month.

LCCAC Executive Director Carrie
Flanigan emphasized the important role dogs
like Linden play when it comes to engaging
the community and alleviating the trauma
associated with crimes against children.

“We are thrilled to welcome Linden
as part of the LCCAC team. We have
missed having Mitchell on site and we are
excited to have already seen the difference
Linden will make not only with the
children he will assist, but also the team.
These dogs make a tremendous difference
in helping to regulate the emotions and
fear associated with trauma. Linden will
provide a much-needed calming effect to
the families who walk through our doors,”
Ms. Flanigan said.

The LCCAC’s mission is to provide a safe
environment for child victims of sexual and
physical abuse. The goal of the center is to
investigate and help successfully prosecute
these offenders without further trauma to the
child.

The Lake County

Forest Preserves teamed
up with Harbor Brewing
Company to introduce a
new cicada-themed craft
beer, Brewed XIIlI (13).

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Hi-Liter/MCN

Buzz woﬁhy brew debuts

Periodical cicadas are add-
ing a touch of magic to this
summer. Inspired by these
intriguing insects, the Lake
County  Forest Preserves
teamed up with Harbor Brew-
ing Company in Lake Villa to
celebrate the cicadas’ 2024 ar-
rival with a new craft beer.

Brewed XIII (13) is named
after the brood of cicadas
that emerged this summer
after spending 17 years un-
derground. “The hibiscus
shandy is deep red, inspired
by the eyes of the insect,” said
Harbor Head Brewer Adam
Brose, who crafted the beer.
“It bursts with refreshing
tropical vibes, thanks to infu-
sions of lemonade and hibis-
cus tea. The beer, which con-
tains no dye or cicadas, is flo-
ral and fruity.” The base beer
is a golden ale with wheat and
oats and has a blended 4.8%

7

alcohol by volume, or ABV.

“The beer is fantastic,”
said Kyle Wenzel, Harbor
Brewing Company owner.
“This is going to be a great
summer beer. It’s going to
go quick.” A shandy beer is a
refreshing beverage made by
mixing beer with a non-alco-
holic drink, in this case lem-
onade and hibiscus.

The new beer debuts Fri-
day, May 31, at the inaugural
Brews & Views fest that runs
from 4-8 pm at the Beer Gar-
den at Independence Grove
in Libertyville. Visitors will
have the opportunity to try
beverages from nine local
breweries.

Brewed XIII will then be
sold regularly at the Beer Gar-
den and at Harbor Brewing
locations in Lake Villa and
Winthrop Harbor.

The idea for the beverage

Community briefs

Regional Training Center
holding open house
June 11

The McHenry County
Regional Training Center
(MCRTC) will be hosting an
Open House from 5 - 7 p.m.
on Tuesday, June 11, in con-
junction with the Village of
Cary’s Public Works” Open
House.

MCRTC is excited to wel-
come the public to see the
brand-new Firearms Facility

located at 464 Cary Woods
Circle, and learn the ins and
outs of the firing range, as
well as check out the Village
of Cary’s Public Works build-
ings and equipment.

Members of the MCRTC,
including McHenry County
Sheriff’s Office, Algonquin
Police Department, Cary Po-
lice Department, Lake in the
Hills Police Department, and
McHenry Police Department
will be in attendance.

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER.

V¥ Community events, car washes, festivals, lemnonade stands,
school projects - people at work and at play.

We are interested!

V¥ Show the community what
your group has been doing!

V¥ NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
V¥ Just shoot and e-mail!

V¥ We need you to ID everyone
in the photo first and last names required

V¥ Tell us what’s happening in the photo
V Please do NOT crop your photos.

V¥ Tell us who took the photo and we will give
them a photo credit

E-majl your photos at the highest
possible resolution to: news@hi-liter.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE,
southernlakesnewspapers.com

This is your
chance to
promote your

organization
or special
event!

982928

chipped.

Pet of the week

J.R., is about 5-1/2 years old, neutered, up-to-
date on routine shots (incl. rabies), tested nega-
tive for heartworm and on preventative and micro-

While walk-ins are welcome, adoptions are by
appointments only to ensure we have the staff
available to help adopters. For information and/
or to complete an online application, please visit
www.saveapetil.org/adopt.
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has been brewing for quite
some time. Wendel and Hans
Lopez, assistant visitor ser-
vices manager at the Forest
Preserves, talked about col-
laborating on a craft beer
starting in February. “The ci-
cada emergence seemed like
the perfect time to introduce a
refreshing summer beer,” Lo-
pez said.

Creating shandy beer is
not new to Brose. Last sum-
mer he crafted a strawberry
shandy that became the sec-
ond-most-popular shandy in
Illinois on Untappd, a geoso-
cial networking service used
to bring together beer enthu-
siasts.

Lopez expressed his enthu-
siasm about the new partner-
ship. “As we toast to Brewed
XIII, we’re not just honoring
the cicadas; we’re celebrating
the vibes of summer itself.”

Treasurer’s office

open Saturday, June 8
before first property tax
installment due

The McHenry County
Treasurer’s Office will be
open Saturday, before the
first property tax installment
is due, to offer more options
for those wishing to pay in
person.

The Treasurer’s Office
at 2100 N. Seminary Ave.,
Woodstock, will be open
from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, June 8 — two days
before the Monday, June 10
due date for the first install-
ment. Taxpayers can pay in
the lobby, or through one of
the office’s four drive-thru
lanes. The Treasurer’s Of-
fice accepts check, cash,
and debit/credit card pay-
ments.

To pay your proper-
ty taxes electronically via
E-Check, visit treasurer.
mchenrycountyil.gov  and
click on “Look Up/Pay Your
Tax Bill.” Once you look up
your tax bill, you can click
on “Pay Taxes” to begin the
process. To pay by phone,
call 877-220-2247 and fol-
low the prompts. When you
pay via E-Check, write down
the payment confirmation
code you will receive so you
have this for your records.

If you have questions,
please call the Treasurer’s
Office at 815-334-4260, or
email treasurer@mchenry-
countyil.gov.

The Treasurer’s Office is
responsible solely for col-
lecting property taxes.
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By Jerry Nowicki
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

After a near-derailment
and an all-nighter to wrap
up the General Assembly’s
spring session, supermajor-
ity Democrats in the Illinois
House gave final legislative
approval to the state budget
as the sun rose Wednesday
morning, May 29.

Despite holding 78 seats in
the chamber, it took Demo-
crats three tries to reach the 60
votes needed to approve more
than $1.1 billion in revenue
increases, including a tax hike
on sportsbooks and business-
es, to balance the $53.1 billion
spending plan for fiscal year
2025.

The spending plan passed
65-45, with seven Democrats
joining Republicans in oppo-
sition.

The revenue plan that
capped the voting on the bud-
get-related bills was more of
a challenge. House Bill 4951
fell one vote short of passage
twice after 4 a.m. due to atten-
dance issues. On the third try
— after about an hour of pro-
cedural maneuvering by Re-
publicans that left Democrats
reeling—the bill passed at
4:43 a.m. with the minimum
60 votes necessary.

“You—you passed these
rules,” Rep. Patrick Wind-
horst, R-Metropolis, scolded
Democrats after the majority
party voted to suspend the
House rules in order to bring
the revenue plan up for a vote
a third and final time.

“I think it should be clear
to everyone in the state what
this supermajority is willing
to do to ram a tax increase
down the throats of the citi-
zens of Illinois at 4:30 in the
morning,” he added.

Democrats had earlier
highlighted that despite a tight
fiscal year, the budget would
send $198 million to the
state’s “rainy day” fund and
make the full payment into the
state’s pension systems that is
required by law.

Rep. Jehan Gordon-Booth,
a Peoria Democrat and the
lead budget negotiator in the
House, pointed to the state’s
nine credit upgrades of the
past four years. And she noted
a backlog of unpaid bills that
reached nearly $17 billion
seven years ago under Repub-
lican Gov. Bruce Rauner has
shrunk to a bill payment cycle
that lasts “mere days.”

“Democrats have set this
state on a fiscally responsible
course, one that will continue
with today’s state budget,”
she said.

Gov. JB Pritzker signed the
plan for the fiscal year that

begins July 1, which spends
about $400 million more
than what he requested in his
February budget address. In
a statement after its passage,
the governor claimed invest-
ments made in the budget
will grow Illinois’ economy
and continue a “track record
of fiscal responsibility” while
prioritizing working families.
“From expectant mothers and
their newborn babies to peo-
ple with disabilities to veter-
ans to seniors who need our
care, we’re keeping our prom-
ises to all Illinoisans and the
most vulnerable among us,”
Pritzker said.

The budget cleared the
General Assembly five days
after lawmakers had sched-
uled their spring session’s ad-
journment, although the May
24 “deadline” was a largely
arbitrary date that left a week
on the calendar as a contin-
gency plan. Negotiations
were complicated by inflation
and other spending pressures
driving up the expected cost
of government, while econo-
mists predict the state’s econ-
omy will slow in the upcom-
ing fiscal year.

Still, Democrats approved
the spending plan with several
votes to spare but no Republi-
can support—as they’ve done
every year in Pritzker’s tenure
except the first in 2019.

Republicans argued the
pace of spending growth—
and the fact that some of the
revenues raised to pay for it
are temporary—set the state
on pace for an even tighter fis-
cal year 2026.

Overall, state spending
grew by about 5 percent from
last year’s enacted plan, or
about 1.6 percent above ex-
pected end-of-year expendi-
tures following a supplemen-
tal spending plan’s inclusion
in the budget package last
week.

Democrats highlighted a
$50 million appropriation for
a child tax credit for children
under 12 if their household
qualifies for the state’s Earned
Income Tax Credit. The plan
contains $200 million for af-
ter-school and summer youth
programs and $45 million for
grants through the Reimagine
Public Safety Act aimed at vi-
olence reduction.

But Republicans accused
Democrats of having mis-
placed priorities, pointing to
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars for programs serving non-
citizens.

The budget includes $182
million to provide shelter,
health care and other services
for recently arrived migrants,
many of whom have been
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Lawmakers finalize $53.1 billion budget

Democrats needed three tries to pass $1.1 billion revenue plan just before 5 a.m.

bused to the state from Texas.
And it includes $440 million
from the GRF for two pro-
grams providing state-funded
Medicaid-like benefits to non-
citizens, with $189 million
from other state funds as well.

New revenues

More than $1.1 billion in
added revenue was needed
to balance the books, so law-
makers extended an expiring
cap on corporate net operating
losses to ensure that $526 mil-
lion in tax dollars wouldn’t
disappear in FY25. Another
$25 million will be raised by
subjecting “re-renters” of ho-
tel rooms to an existing state
hotel tax.

Sportsbooks will see their
current 15 percent tax rate
on profits increase via a new
graduated structure that will
tax between 20 and 40 per-
cent, based on profits. The
change is projected to bring
in about $200 million to
the state’s General Revenue
Fund. A 1 percentage point in-
crease to the tax on the state’s
video gambling industry
would generate an additional
$35 million for infrastructure
projects next year.

The revenue plan also caps
a tax discount claimed by
retailers at $1,000 monthly,
generating $101 million for
state coffers and about $85
million for municipalities.

To appease retailers, law-
makers included a prohibi-
tion on financial institutions
and credit card companies
charging fees on the sales tax
and gratuity portion of elec-
tronic transactions beginning
July 1, 2025.

The Illinois Retail Mer-
chants Association was also
given a $5 million line item
for workforce grants.

Rep. Fred Crespo, D-Hoft-
man Estates, voted for the
budget, but during debate
over the revenue proposal, he
said he was disappointed that
leadership didn’t consider hir-
ing freezes, changes to weight
loss drugs covered by state
insurance or other spending
controls he suggested.

“There’s really only one
place you can look at getting
these revenues, and that’s tax-
payers,” he said before voting
against the bill. “And at this
rate, ladies and gentlemen,
we’re gonna run out of tax-
payer dollars to spend.”

The budget package also freed
up about $200 million in rev-
enue by redirecting $150 mil-
lion from the Road Fund and
$50 million from the Leaking
Underground Storage Fund to
public transit. The move was
opposed by organized labor

isin
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because it diverts Road Fund
money to the state’s discre-
tionary spending fund, but
Democrats promised it would
only happen in the upcoming
fiscal year.

“I can go through this list
of tax increases that you're
using to say that you’re be-
ing good fiscal stewards of
the state’s money,” Rep. C.D.
Davidsmeyer, R-Jacksonville,
said in a committee hearing
Tuesday evening before the
early morning vote. “Mean-
while, I’'m hearing about mak-
ing sure that there’s Democrat
pork projects, to make sure
that you can get the votes for

your budget.”
Davidsmeyer  contended
Democratic  senators were

each given the authority to
request $3 million in dis-
trict-specific  infrastructure
projects in the budget, while
Democratic members of the
House got about $1.5 million
each. Republicans were shut
out of requesting their own
member initiatives.

District-specific  projects
have been used time and
again to incentivize members
to vote for the budget, with
the Chicago Tribune track-
ing at least $150 million in
infrastructure spending for
lawmaker-led initiatives in
the current-year budget. No
spokespeople would confirm
or deny the amount allocated
for lawmaker initiatives.

The final roughly 80 pages
of the budget bill contain a
long list of projects, most of
them ranging from $50,000
to $1 million sums to various
specifically named business-
es, local governments and
other entities.

Infrastructure and more
Despite the diversion of
money from the Road Fund,
the budget includes $3.5 bil-
lion for infrastructure — about
$500 million more than what
Pritzker had outlined in his
February budget proposal.
That includes $500 million
to support the development of

a regional quantum informa-
tion science and technology
campus, allocated from a spe-
cific economic-development
focused bond fund known as
Build Illinois.

Another bill allowing the
Department of Commerce
and Economic Opportunity to
designate “quantum campus-
es” also lays out infrastruc-
ture and business incentives
to lure developers of new-
age higher-speed comput-
ing technology to the state.
That measure also expands
and extends several other
popular tax credit programs,
such as the Reimagining En-
ergy and Vehicles Act and
the Economic Development
for a Growing Economy, or
EDGE, program.

The state’s municipali-
ties, meanwhile, will get an-
other $400 million for local
road projects, a measure that
helped neutralize their oppo-
sition to a part of the budget
plan that eliminates one of
their sources of revenue—the
statewide 1 percent grocery
tax.

But the grocery tax repeal
won’t happen until 2026, and
local governments will be
given authority to enact their
own grocery tax up to 1 per-
cent without a referendum.
Home rule jurisdictions will
be able to increase their sales
tax by up to 1 percent without
a referendum as well.

Other spending items
include:

* Funding for a 5 percent
pay hike for lawmakers’ base
salary to $93,712. State law
sets lawmakers’ pay to in-
crease annually with inflation,
and lawmakers took no action
to stop it from occurring in
FY25.

* The annual $350 million
increase in K-12 education
funding, called for by a 2017
law that overhauled Illinois’
school funding formula.

* A 2 percent—or $30 mil-
lion—increase for community
colleges and public universi-

.Ar r es t Ed (Continued from front page)

On April 17,2024, Wooden
submitted IDNR paperwork
to the Fox Waterway Agency
to apply for Fox Waterway
commercial use stickers for
dozens of boats. The purpose
of this was so Anchor Pointe
Marina could rent the boats to
patrons during the 2024 Chain
O’Lakes boating season. The
forms submitted by Wooden
appeared to have been
approved by IDNR, as they
were signed by a purported
agent of IDNR.

The Fox Waterway Agency
issued 26 rental stickers to
Wooden, under the belief that
the IDNR forms were valid.
Upon further inspection, it
was determined IDNR never
issued the forms to Wooden,

that he in turn provided to
the Fox Waterway Agency. It
was determined that Wooden
submitted forged documents
to the Fox Waterway Agency.

Members of the
Sheriff’s Marine Unit
conducted an investigation.
Upon completion of the
investigation, Sheriff’s Marine
Unit Deputies reviewed the
facts and circumstances of the
investigation with the Lake
County State’s Attorney’s
Office, which approved the
charge of forgery. Marine
Unit Deputies then obtained
an arrest warrant for Wooden.

Wooden was  arrested
without incident on May
29 and was transported to
the Lake County Jail where

ties.

e A $10 million increase
to Monetary Award Program
grants for lower-income col-
lege students.

* Full funding for Pritzker’s
“Smart Start” plan aimed at
adding 5,000 preschool seats
across the state and providing
workforce grants.

* $14 million to launch the
newly created Department
of Early Childhood, which
Pritzker has promised would
streamline services currently
provided by three different
state agencies.

* $45 million for a teacher
vacancy pilot program to help
underserved districts  with
teacher retention.

* A $1 hourly increase for
direct service professionals
who serve individuals with
intellectual and developmen-
tal disabilities in communi-
ty-based settings.

* An increase totaling $70
million for Community Care
Program workers serving old-
er adults who can’t live inde-
pendently.

* $5 million for a tax credit
program for news outlets be-
ginning in 2025 and claimable
the following year.

* $10 million for the gov-
ernor’s plan to erase $100
million in total medical debt
for Illinoisans through a part-
nership with the nonprofit Un-
due Medical Debt. House Bill
5290 laid out that applicants
must earn 400 percent of the
federal poverty level or less.
$900 million for renovation at
state prisons, including a pos-
sible tear down and rebuild of
Stateville and Logan Correc-
tional Centers.

* $4 million to create a
statewide maternal health
plan and distribute grants to
community-based reproduc-
tive health care providers.
$155 million for safety net
hospitals.

e A $90 million increase
for Home Illinois, a program
created last year to address
homelessness, bringing total
funding to $290 million.

he was held pending First
Appearance Court.

The Lake County Sheriff’s
Office warns anyone who may
have an upcoming reservation
with Anchor Point Marina;
AKA AP Marine (42125 North
4™ Avenue, unincorporated
Antioch), that the marina is
not allowed to rent watercraft
on the Chain O’Lakes. Last
vear, ‘The Boatyard,” another
marina owned by the Wooden

Sfamily, faced a suspension of

renting privileges, however,
ownership continued renting
the boats. Unknowing renters
had their recreation cut short,
as the boats were subsequently
impounded after they paid
money to the business to rent
the watercraft.

Fatal motorcycle crash under investigation

On Monday, May 27, at
approximately 6:18 p.m.,,
the Tower Lakes Police De-
partment and Wauconda Fire
District responded to Roberts
Road approximately 150 feet
west of North Paddock Lane
for a single-vehicle motorcy-
cle crash. On arrival of emer-
gency personnel, they found
a motorcycle in the tree line
near the roadway. The oper-
ator of the motorcycle was
evaluated by Wauconda Fire
District paramedics and pro-
nounced deceased on scene.

Based on the seriousness of
the crash the Major Crash
Assistance Team (MCAT) of
Lake County was requested to
assist with the crash investi-
gation.

Preliminary investigation
and witness statements re-
vealed that the motorcycle, a
2008 Harley Davidson, was
traveling eastbound on Rob-
erts Road when the motor-
cycle left the roadway while
navigating a curve and struck
a tree south of the road.

The Lake County Coro-

ner’s Office was notified and
responded to the scene.

The deceased has been
identified as  56-year-old
Mark Demski, of Lake Bar-
rington. On Tuesday, May 28,
an autopsy was conducted at
the Lake County Coroner’s
Office. Preliminary results
indicate that Mr. Demski died
from blunt force injuries suf-
fered as a result of the crash.

The crash remains under
investigation by the Tower
Lakes Police Department and
MCAT.
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I-LITER Classifieds

Burlington Garage
Sales

165 REYNOLDS AVE. Mov-
ing Sale. June 6 & 7.9 am. - 4
p.m. Antique table & dresser,
bookshelves, storage shelves,
stand-up mirror, TV stand, fold-
ing chairs, antique dining chairs,
2 round end tables, kitchen stuff,
holiday decor & trees, knick-
knacks, some tools & craft items

Automobiles

1979 JEEP CJ5 6 cyl, 4 sp, 6.5
plow, new blade. 3k OBO. 262-
282-1739.

2005 CHRYSLER LIMITED
Mechanically sound with docu-
ments. No rust. 141,000 miles,
$9,000. Call 262-379-4161.

Boats

2000 SUPRA LEGACY, Indmar
inboard, very low hours, always
garaged or lift kept, Elkhorn.
$11,500. (262) 949-6997.

Health Care

CNA OR CARE GIVER 2nd shift
Team Leader needed for small
group home. $20. per hour. Call
Melinda for more information
414-750-4062.

Help Wanted

HELP WANTED: WAREHOUSE
LIGHT MACHINES, MAILINGS,
INKJET. WILL TRAIN THE BEST
CANDIDATE. 3 DAYS PER
WEEK. 18-26 HOURS. MON/
TUES/WED. CALL TO INQUIRE
262-725-7704.

Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS
cannot be credited or refunded
after the ad has been placed.
Ads canceled before deadline
will be removed from the paper
as a service to our customers,
but no credit or refund will be
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This
publication does not knowingly
accept fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those asking
for money in advance.

Burial Needs

7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva,

5286 STATE RD 50 BURL-
INGTON, WI June 8 & 9, 8-4.
Saddles, Saddle bag, Cinches,
Leg wraps, Sheets, Ropes, Bits.
Harley helmets, Jackets, Chaps,
Boots, Rainsuits. Stihl chain saw,
Vintage glasswear, Tin bread
box, Antique coffee grinder, Misc.
Household, Yard & more!

W639 POTTER ROAD Fri & Sat,
June 7 & 8th, 8am to 4pm. Qual-
ity household misc., tools, an-
tiques, quality women’s clothes,
sizes small to extra Ig, jewelry,
children’s toys, girls clothes, size
4 to 8. Priced to sell!

GARAGE SALES

East Troy Garage Rochester Garage

Sales
Sales

N8633 STONE SCHOOL RD

EVERYTHING MUST GO June
7 & 8. Fri & Sat. 9am-4pm. Ice
fishing equipment, tackle boxes,
poles, coolers & tip ups. Hunting
blind, tree seats, stand, clothes.
Chain saw & dills. Assorted tools,

8am-4pm.
HH items & house plants.

TRANSPORTATION

2012 MIRROCRAFT BOAT
Model 1760 Aggressor, excel-
lent cond. 115 Evinrude E-TECH
Motor, just serviced at East Troy
Marine. Less than 200 hrs. on
motor. $17,750 w/many extras.
262-325-0706 or 262-325-0705.

Campers and RVs

1994 WINNEBAGO WARRIOR
22’ /8 454 engine, 97,200 miles.
Newer tires, new battery, new
sub floor and flooring. Rooftop
A/C works great. Rust free, runs
good and ready for travel! Some
updates have been done to the
interior, but still needs some mi-
nor finishing. Asking $11,500.
Located near Rockford. Call 815-
520-0997.

SEEKING FEMALE IN-HOME
CAREGIVER IN PELL LAKE,
WISCONSIN. The position re-
quires availability on Saturdays,
Sundays and two weeknights,
totaling approximately 28 hours
per week. The ideal candidate
must be capable of assisting with
personal care, lifting and must
be a dependable team player.
A successful background check
and the ability to provide refer-
ences are also required. Addi-
tional hours may be available in
the future. Please contact Kim at
262-527-5471.

WI 53147. This is a private sale.
Contact Randy, the seller at
randy@slpublishers.com.

Pets

AKC GERMAN SHEPHERD
PUPPIES Females, top blood-
lines, excellent temperament &
health. Ready to go in July. Call
262-215-6420.

Wanted to Buy

ALL BEER-SODA-GAS-OIL
SIGNS All related items-TAP
HANDLES-BEER CANS. 262-
825-0932 Will Travel CASH PAID.

FIREARMS 1 piece or collection.
Federally licensed dealer. Lake
Geneva Antique Mall. 829 Wil-
liams St. Lake Geneva, Wi 262-
248-6345

Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE All
real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex, dis-
ability, familiar/ status or national
origin, or an intention to make
any such preference, limitation
or discrimination. Familial status
includes children under the age
of 18 living with parents or legal

custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of
children under 18. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law.
Our readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised in
this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimination call
HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777.
The toll-free tele phone number
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

SAVE THE DATE 32813 Vista
View Drive. Huge sale 20 years

in the making. June 13, 14 & 15,

2000 COUGAR FIFTH WHEEL
Needs roof repair, must sell.
$2,500 OBO. 847-946-7660.

Trucks & Trailers

2007 FORD F150 One owner,

Waterford Garage E%N

Sales

1312 ROBIN HOOD DR WA-
TERFORD June 7 & 8, Fri. &
Sat. 8am-4pm. Inversion table,
wood cradle & high chair, Roto-
tiller, Elec hedge trimmer, lamps,
books, games, kids bikes, Pettite
- M/L womens clothes, shoes
6M, mens L/XL clothing, hunting
& fishing items, lots of Misc!

605 B HICKORY HOLLOW RD
June 13 & 14th, 8-2. Fairview Es-
tates. Everything must go!

CARGO TRAILER 5x8 En-
closed, needs cosmetic work.
Elkhorn location $99 262-949-

LEGAL NOTIGE

MULTIPLE LIEN SALE
Anita Self Storage
676 Anita Ave.
Antioch, lllinois 60002
847-395-7770

Unit#23 Karen
Clothes

Unit #31 Kierna Godwin Leith -
Misc.

Pederson -

Will be sold or disposed of. View
on storage treasures.com.

Motorcycles

1961 SPORSTER HARLEY
Best Offer! 815-988-3710.

92 HONDA 750 Nighthawk. 50K
miles. $1500. (414) 688-4008

Sports/Classic
Cars

1990 CORVETTE CONVERT-
IBLE, triple black, 49,000 miles,
automatic, no winters. $10,995.
(630) 886-6667.

Houses/Town/
Condos

2BD/1BA HOUSE $950\ Off
street parking. Ideal for 1 adult.
No pets/No smoking. 262-424-

6007.

142,000 mi., new A/C & tires.
$5,200. 847-946-7660.

Antiques/
Collectibles

THE POTTERY SHOPPE is
OPEN! Hand crafted pottery
from local artisans. Open 9-2
Fri-Sat-Sun through September.
Hurry in for best selection. 3465
TK Lane, Delavan,WI 53115.

ANCHOR
CONSTRUCTION

Since 1977
* Concrete Work
* Foundations
* Garage Slabs/Driveways

* Patios/Walks/Stoops
* Replacements

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

262-325-9708
815-482-9542

EFIIRINGr

Full Time Printing

Pressroom Assistant
Three Day Work Week
Monday to Wednesday.
Room for advancement.

Complete an application at
Southern Lakes Publishing,

1102 Ann St., Delavan, W1 53115
or emall randy@slpublishers.com

456622)
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BOB’S SPRING
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

26500 DOVER LINE ROAD
WATERFORD, WI 53185

SAT,, JUNE 8, 2024 = 10:00 A.M.

DIRECTIONS: East of Racine County. Hwy. 36 West of Hwy.
75 on Hwy. 20 to Mealy Road, then go north to Dover Line
Road, then go West on Dover Line Road to Auction site. (2nd
curve) Watch for signs.

WANTED CONSIGNMENT OF: Farm and Industrial
Tractors & Machinery, Lawn & Garden, ATVs, Snowmobiles,
Campers, Trees & Nursery, Building Materials, Livestock &
Barn Equipment, Grain, Semi & Dump Trucks, Farm Toys,
Antiques & Collectibles, Tools, No Cars, No Tires, No JUNK.
AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: We are taking Consignments up to
Friday evening, June 07, 2024 no later than 4:00 PM. Drop
off times are: June 5 from 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM, June 6: from
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, and June 7: from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM.
Here are a few High lights so far. Multiple Auction rings.
For an expansive list, pictures, & complete terms visit the
WEBSITES: www.bobhagemannauctionreality.com or www.
auctionzip.com ID #9051. Food service available on site.
Special Appearance By “The Cookie Man (Cinnamon
Rolls, Cookies, Brownies),

Auctioneers Note: please check web site for updates &
Pictures.

Tractor: Case 530CK Loader/Backhoe, Tools: Jet 6 in
Open Stand Jointer, Craftsman 10in Compound Miter Saw,
Chicago Electric Miter Saw, Bench Grinder, Pullers, Drills,
Sockets, 3 Air Wench, Drawl knives, Planners, Wood
Chisels, Ax, Craftsman 10 Draw Top, Craftsman 5 Drawer
Bottom, Craftsman 3 Drawer Bottom, Blu Point Double
Open End Wenches, air compressor, Craftsman bandsaw,
Moto shop jigsaw, 2 Ridgid shop vacs, 2 chain saws, Husky
power washer 1750-gal, industrial belt and disk sander,
industrial router table, Delta motorized bench saw, Craftsman
air compressor with hose 6hpm, 30-gal, branch grinder,
assorted tools, Rockwell Bench Drill Press W/Stand, Dayton
Belt Sander, Collectibles: Willy's Grill, Trailer: 2007 JaMar
Tandem Axel Trailer with title 6'-4" wide x 14’-0"long., Lawn
& Garden: Gravely Pro-Turn 52 Commercial, electric corded
snow blower, gas snow blower, Worx leaf mulcher, Sporting
Goods, bicycle, 2 boat motors, Mercury, Elgin, 10 Vintage,
Dated 1927to mid 1960's, MISC: turntable speaker, wood
cabinet, 3 metal shelves and contents, paint supplies, metal
table, trunk, cartop carrier, reel to reel tape recorder, printer,
cartop carrier, metal shelf, 2 ladders, tall step ladder, child's
wagon, 2 child gates, car jacks, radiant propane heater, snow
shovels, Whirly Bird, Stok Grill, Pioneer Washer/Dryer, &
MUCH MORE. Check The Web for updates.

AUCTIONEER: Bob Hagemann, Wisconsin Registered Auctioneer No.
509. TERMS: No Buyers Fee on Cash or Good Check payments with
proper 1.D. 4% Convenience fee on credit card payments. All sales are

final and to be sold “AS IS" with no guarantees expressed or implied. Not
responsible in case of accident or for items after sold.

BOB HAGEMAN

* AUCTION & REALTY SERVICE -

(o J =

28421 ROWNTREE RD., BURLINGTON, W1 53105 (262) 492-5125
BOBHAGEMANNAUCTIONREALTY.COM HAGEMANNAUCTIONS@TDS.NET

869961

ANTIQUE = HOUSEHOLD = ESTATE = CONSIGNMENT = FARM = REAL ESTATE - YOUR SO-CALLED “JUNK” IS WORTH MONEY!
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v3 Set Purchase® v5 Set Purchase®

MATTRESSES

RVs, Campers, Boats
& So Much More!

NV NI CUSTOM
L.

Twin XL Starting @

With Verlo Mattress
purchase. Does not apply
T ——— previous purchases. See
store for details.

||||||||||||||||||
rrreT

...................

Great for. watching TV or reading in bed
Reduces snoring & acid reflux effects
Alleviates lower back, knee & leg pain | Aids in circulation

BUY MORE SAVE MORE

Mattress Protectors | Pillows | Headboards

%EE 30% OFF 3+ ltems
123 ~OR-
"% 20% OFF 2 ltems
>
LAKE GENEVA CRYSTAL LAKE McHENRY verlo.com LIFETIME
2462 Hwy 120 5150 North West Hwy 3710 West EIm St. 1-866-99-VERLO m

262.249.0420 815.455.2570 815.578.8375 (866-998-3756)

454702
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