
Free! P
R

S
R

T
 S

T
D

U
.S

. P
O

S
TA

G
E

 
PA

ID
S

O
U

T
H

E
R

N
 LA

K
E

S
 

N
E

W
S

PA
P

E
R

S
 LLC

**ecrw
ss

  P
ostal C

ustom
er

April 17-23, 2024    Volume 12 • Number 50

~ including McHenry County News

display ads l classifieds l deliVeRy: (815) 877-4044 
Email: news@hi-liter.com  •  Published By Southern Lakes Newspapers & Rock Valley Publishing

 As of Feb. 9, 2022 Hi-Liter is the successor publication to McHenry County News

1

FREE ESTIMATES
(815) 385-2621

Visit us at www.ambroofing.com 446087

Residential
CommercialShingle Roofs

Flat Roofs

Metal Siding

Metal Roofing

Gutters

Repairs
Building Relationships
One Roof At A Time

We Recycle 
Roofing Material 

& You Save

prices in this ad good wednesday 4/17/24 thru tuesday 4/23/24

ANTIOCH
Phone: (847) 395-7842 

460 Orchard Street

ZION
Phone: (847) 872-4400 

3341 Sheridan Road
Store Hours: Monday thru Friday 7 am to 9 pm, Saturday and Sunday 7 am to 8 pmwww.shopthepig.com

piggly wiggly®

Celebrate Home.

Earth Day
4/22/24

85% Lean

Ground Beef
3.99lb

FAMILY PACK3lb.or more

Beef

Top Sirloin Steak
5.99lb

3lb.
or more

PRODUCE

SALE!

Sweet Onions or Green Beans lb

Zucchini or Yellow Squash lb

Granny Smith, Cosmic Crisp, 
Fuji or Pink Lady Apples lb

Bartlett Pears lb

2-for Sweet Corn
Celery ea

1 lb Baby Carrots or Chips 
or 10oz Matchstix ea

Red or Green Bell Peppers ea

Jumbo Navel Oranges ea

Seedless Cucumbers ea

Russet Potato 5 lb ea

Red Grapefruit ea

5.99
16 oz Select

Oscar Mayer
Bacon

FAM
ILY PACK

99¢
lb

Chicken
Drumsticks

Thighs...1.29 lb

2/$5
6 oz

Blueberries
or Blackberries

4.99
20-26.82 oz

Brew Pub
Lotzza Motzza Pizza

WHEN YOU BUY  MULTIPLES 
OF 2 OR 4.99 ea  BUY ONe

GeT ONe
 8.8-15.5 oz

Kellogg’s
Cereal

2/$7
1 lb

Old World
Creamery Butter

453328

 The men and women of 
the Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office, and the communi-
ty, are mourning the loss of 
Sheriff’s K9 Dax. 
 While K9 Dax’s legacy 
will forever live on, K9 Dax 
passed away the morning of 
Friday, April 12.
 On March 3, 2024, K9 
Dax was injured while ap-
prehending a person who 
had committed several felo-
nies and was fleeing. K9 Dax 
injured his neck and spine, 
which resulted in temporary 
paralysis to his hindquarters.
K9 Dax was subsequently 
diagnosed with cervical and 
thoracolumbar Interverte-
bral Disc Disease (IVDD) 
and lumbosacral IVDD ex-
asperated during his appre-
hension on March 3rd.  K9 
Dax went through intensive 
physical therapy following 
the injury. 
 K9 Dax’s team of veteri-
narians determined that, for 
his physical wellbeing, he 
would not be able to return 
to active duty. He was re-
tired from service in March 
and on April 10, 2024, the 
community gathered to cel-
ebrate K9 Dax’s loyal and 
dedicated service to the peo-
ple of Lake County.
 K9 Dax’s partner, Depu-
ty John Forlenza previously 
said, “There is no way to 
quantify or properly ex-
press what Dax’s service has 
meant to the Lake County 

Sheriff’s Office, the Lake 
County community, his sup-
porters across the nation, and 
especially me. But I cannot 
refrain from stating that his 
service has been exemplary, 
and most importantly, he has 
saved countless lives, in-
cluding my own. I am proud 
to have been his handler and 
best friend for the last nine 
years. Dax is a true hero and 
well deserving of the rest 
and love that waits for him 
in his retirement. I’d like 
to especially thank Dax’s 
supporters, team of veteri-
narians, trainers, the Lake 
County Sheriff’s Office, and 
my family and friends for all 
their support throughout his 
career.”
 Sheriff John D. Idleburg 
said, “K9 Dax will always 
hold a special place in our 
hearts, and we are incredibly 
saddened by his passing. K9 
Dax will be remembered for 
the lives he saved, violent 
offenders he apprehended, 
and drugs he kept from being 
distributed in our communi-
ty.  Please keep the Forlenza 
family in your thoughts and 
prayers.”
 Editors note: While I was 
preparing the story of Dax’s 
retirement for this week’s 
edition, I was saddened to 
receive the press release 
about the passing of Dax. 
See the original story relat-
ed to K9 Dax’s retirement 
inside on pages 4 and 5. 

Lake County Sheriff’s Office, community mourn the 
loss of K9 Dax two days after his retirement ceremony

 Above: K9 Dax 
looks on while 
his partner of 9 
years, Deputy John 
Forlenza, speaks 
at the retirement 
ceremony held on 
April 10.  Left: There 
was no shortage 
of appreciation 
and love shown for 
Dax by the sheriff’s 
office staff and 
community members 
in attendance. 
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Digital Subscription is available for this newspaper for 
FREE!

Just go to southernlakesnewspapers.com!

Click on “SUBSCRIBE” in the menu bar at the top of the page, 
then click “e-editions” to choose your newspaper!

Start your electronic subscription today!
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 The College of Lake County and the Lake County Forest Preserves have col-
laborated to rejuvenate the Green Youth Farm, renamed Greenbelt Farm. 

Farm provides summer 
work opportunities for 

Lake County youth
 College of Lake County  CLC) and the 
Lake County Forest Preserves have joined 
in a partnership to revitalize the Green Youth 
Farm, renamed Greenbelt Farm. 
 The strategic partnership aims to foster 
sustainable farming, environmental education 
and community engagement. Together, the 
agencies aspire to create a thriving space that 
not only contributes to the local ecosystem 
but also serves as a dynamic educational hub 
for area teenagers.
 This 1.25-acre sustainable farm is nestled 
within Greenbelt Forest Preserve in North 
Chicago. It’s the second farm in CLC’s local 
food portfolio, joining the Grayslake Campus 
Farm. These two farms lay the groundwork 
for the future Urban Farm Center at CLC’s 
Lakeshore Campus in Waukegan, planned to 
break ground in early 2025.
 “This farm has been here for 20 years, 
starting as a partnership with the Chicago 
Botanic Garden and the Lake County Forest 
Preserves,” said Eliza Fournier, CLC urban 
farm director. “This site is so close to the 
Grayslake and Lakeshore campuses, so 
it makes good sense for a Lake County 
institution to connect with this project.”
 “The program has been a tremendous 
success over the years, addressing an array 
of life lessons and life skills,” said Rebekah 
Snyder, director of community engagement 
and partnerships for the Forest Preserves. 
“Working on the sustainable farm provides 
an experience that uplifts the lives of 
students and, in turn, their communities.” 
 Last summer on a small scale, CLC 
and the Forest Preserves hosted a handful 
of student farmers for meaningful paid 
jobs in partnership with the Lake County 
Summer Youth Employment Program. 
The Lake County Board is generously 
funding the students’ wages. This year, the 
program plans to expand so 15 students 
can participate in a 6-week paid work 
experience.  
 “The work can get hard at times, but it’s 
mostly relaxing,” said Waukegan resident 
Gadiel Martinez, 15, who worked on the 

farm last summer. “You kind of forget about 
it, and you just get zoned in on what you’re 
doing.” 
 For most of the youth farmers, this is their 
first work opportunity. They not only acquire 
farming-specific skills such as planting, 
growing and harvesting, but also develop 
soft skills including punctuality, a positive 
attitude, conflict resolution and effective 
communication.
 In addition to providing job opportunities 
to area youth, Greenbelt Farm is a resource 
for Lake County residents interested 
in gaining insights into local food and 
agriculture. The farm offers spring and 
fall internships to young adults exploring 
potential career paths within local food 
systems, including growing and marketing, 
health careers and culinary pathways. 
 The farm will welcome community 
organizations and schools for field trips 
and tours. Produce from the farm will be 
available at local grocers, pantries and 
via a farm stand at CLC’s Lakeshore 
Campus in Waukegan. (Stay tuned for more 
information on exact times and dates).
 “Working on the farm is a unique chance 
to do something that many community 
members haven’t had the chance to do 
before,” Fournier said. “You are growing 
food to give back to the community while 
getting paid work experience.”
 Youth farmer Anthony Martinez, 15, 
from Waukegan said, “I would recommend 
it because you get to be outside, meet new 
people and have a work opportunity. Plus, 
you get paid for it.”
 This project is made possible with 
generous financial support by local Lake 
County family foundations and by Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Illinois. 
 For more information about working at 
the Greenbelt Farm this summer, connect 
with Jon’nah Williams at jwilliams40@
clcillinois.edu or apply online at https://
www.lakecountyworkforce.org/2024-
summer-youth-employment-program-
application-period-open.

Bands, Brews & BBQ 
set for Aug. 16-18

McHenry Area Rotary leaders say 
sponsorships key to grant-giving outcomes

Cynthia Wolf
CoNTRIbuToR

This year’s Bands, Brews 
& BBQ fest will feature eight 
stellar bands plus mouth-wa-
tering food, an array of craft 
beers and other libations over 
three days from Friday, Aug. 
16, through Sunday, Aug. 18, 
along the McCullom Lake 
shoreline at Petersen Park.

The band lineup includes 
John Todd and Jimmy Nick 
on Friday night, RealTime 
Noise, Recaptured – A Trib-
ute to Journey and 8 Miles 
South on Saturday, and John 
Ballantyne’s Crazy Heart, 
Tennessee Whiskey and Wild-
wood Country on Sunday. For 
complete lineup details, vis-
it mrbbb.com/bands.

Discounted tickets are 
available now for $7.50 each; 
the price at the gate will be 
$15 daily. Other ticket options 
and more information are 
available at Eventbrite.com.

Bands, Brews & BBQ is 
McHenry Area Rotary’s chief 
fund-raising event, and is one 
that has raised about $300,000 
for numerous charitable caus-
es over the last 12 years. With 
the 2024 dates and lineup 
determined, top of mind now 
is landing the sponsorships 
that make all the difference 
to charitable outcomes, event 

organizers said.
“Just in the last eight 

months, since our last Bands, 
Brews & BBQ, our club has 
provided $26,063 to nine in-
credible causes,” said Don 
Tonyan, club president and 
event co-chairman. “We have 
also committed $20,000 to-
ward our new Dual Credit 
program partnership with 
McHenry High School Dis-
trict 156, something we are 
very excited about. We could 
not do any of this without our 
sponsors.”

A list of grants delivered 
since Bands, Brews & BBQ 
2023 follows:
• $6,000 for disaster re-
lief in Lahaina, Hawaii 
• $6,000 to Rotary Youth 
Leadership Awards 
• $5,000 to Rotary Secret Santa 
• $2,500 to Youth and Family 
Center of McHenry County 
• $2,500 for Sunbeams 
Christian School, Uganda 
• $1,100 for food sup-
plies in war-torn Ukraine 
• $1,000 to Kids in Need 
of McHenry County for 
children’s winter coats 
• $988 for construction sup-
plies toward building a boys’ 
dorm at a school in Cruce 
La Esperanza, Guatemala 
• $975 for McHenry Knights 
of Columbus Council 1288

Already stepping up this 
year are presenting sponsors 
the McHenry Outdoor The-
ater – Golden Age Cinemas 
and the McHenry Auto Deal-
ers Association, comprised of 
Buss Ford, Castle Chevrolet 
Buick GMC McHenry and 
Sunnyside Chrysler Dodge 
Jeep Ram. Other top spon-
sors so far include the North-
west Herald, Star 105.5, Jay 
Adams and Lolly Meyer, 
Steffan’s Jewelers, Elgin 
Recycling and the Volo Mu-
seum. 

The latter four are band 
sponsors, generously supply-
ing funds needed to pull in 
great talent. Four band spon-
sorship opportunities remain, 
as do numerous other spon-
sorship options.

“Sponsoring Bands, 
Brews & BBQ is a highly 
visible way to say your busi-
ness cares about youth de-
velopment as well as neigh-
bors in need,” said Denis 
Buch, event co-chairman. 
“We look forward to build-
ing on our past success, and 
would love to add new busi-
nesses to our much-appreci-
ated list.”

Anyone interested is en-
couraged to visit mrbbb.com/
sponsor, or call Tonyan at 
815-482-0746.

cynthia wolf photo Hi-Liter/MCN

 The crowd enjoys a warm summer evening as the sun sets during Bands, Brews 
& BBQ 2023. Sponsors are sought to help make the 2024 event — Aug. 16-18 — a 
rousing success. 

submitted photo Hi-Liter/MCN

Regional spelling bee winner
 Immanuel Lutheran School seventh-grader Evan Cochrane, left, recently won 
the McHenry County Regional Spelling Bee. Competing against students from 
22 other McHenry County elementary and middle schools, Evan came out on 
top by correctly spelling ‘cornea’ after 21 rounds. He will have the opportunity 
to represent the county at the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Maryland in May. 
Regional Superintendent of Schools Diana Hartmann is looking for sponsors 
to help defray the costs of the trip. Interested parties can contact her by calling 
815-334-4055 or emailing DKHartmann@mchenrycountyil.gov. 
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State allocates additional $14 million for grocery startups
Capitol news illinois
 Grocery startups can now 
apply for funding allocated 
in last year’s $20 million Illi-
nois Grocery Initiative aimed 
at preventing and eliminating 
food deserts in Illinois.
 The Department of Com-
merce and Economic Oppor-
tunity, which is administer-
ing the grants, is currently 
accepting applications in the 
second round of funding, 
which will provide a com-
bined $14 million to grocery 
stores looking to open in Illi-
nois food deserts. 
 The agency is also review-
ing applications for the first 
round of programming rolled 
out earlier this year that could 
partially fund a total of $3.5 
million of equipment up-
grades at select stores across 
the state. 
 Using data from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
the Illinois Department of 
Public Health estimates that 
more than 3 million Illinois-
ans are unable to access good 
food because they might not 
have enough money, time 
or reliable transportation to 
go shopping. Research pub-
lished by the National Acad-
emy of Sciences found that 
living in food deserts can 
lead to poor health outcomes. 

 At the launch, which 
was hosted in the aisles of a 
soon-to-be community co-
op grocery store in Chica-
go’s Uptown neighborhood, 
local Ald. Angela Clay (46) 
said that as a mom, she un-
derstands how important it is 
to have “healthy food on the 
dinner table, and at breakfast 
time or at snack time.”
 “And there are a lot of 
families where their reality is 
they are eating out of a liquor 
store, they are eating out of a 
gas station,” said Clay. “And 
we understand that the long-
term effects that that has on 
a family or as a child can be 
detrimental.”
 Gov. JB Pritzker proposed 
an additional $10 million in 
funding for the initiative in 
next year’s budget. A bill 
sponsored by Sen. Doris 
Turner, D-Springfield, could 
expand the initiative to in-
clude farmer-owned grocery 
stores as well. 
 For more information 
about the grants and applica-
tion process, interested par-
ties can visit the Department 
of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity website. 

Cancer screening
 Illinoisans could have 
increased access to genetic 

cancer screening if the Gen-
eral Assembly approves a 
measure that would require 
insurance coverage for the 
tests. 
 Currently, state law re-
quires insurance to cover 
genetic testing for breast and 
ovarian cancers, along with 
annual screenings for pros-
tate, pancreatic, colon, and 
skin cancers for those who 
have a family history of can-
cer or have a recommenda-
tion from their doctor. 
 Under Senate Bill 2697, 
insurance would cover pre-
vention and susceptibility 
screening—including genet-
ic testing—for all types of 
cancer for those with a fam-
ily history, the bill’s sponsor, 
Sen. Julie Morrison, D-Deer-
field, said at a news confer-
ence. She said Illinoisans 
with private insurance would 
pay $50 or less for genetic 
screening, and it would be 
free for those on Medicaid.
 “One of the things that 
I tell my patients is that we 
already know the cure for 
cancer, and that cure is to not 
get cancer in the first place,” 
Vivan Pan, senior genetic 
counselor at the Universi-
ty of Illinois Cancer Center 
said. “And cost should not be 
the reason why people can’t 

access the lifesaving care that 
they need.”
 Pan said in her experience, 
roughly 10-15 percent of 
blood and saliva samples find 
mutations, which “may indi-
cate an increased risk for dis-
ease like cancer.” With those 
results, Pan said, patients can 
work with their medical pro-
vider to develop personalized 
plans for screening, preven-
tion, and management. 
 The proposal unanimous-
ly passed committee in last 
month but Morrison has filed 
a technical amendment be-
fore the bill gets a final vote 
in the Senate.

Komatsu mining truck 
named 2024 ‘coolest 
thing made in Illinois’
 A mining truck manu-
factured by Komatsu was 
crowned the winner of the 
2024 “Makers Madness” con-
test, earning the title of “the 
coolest thing made in Illinois” 
at the Governor’s Mansion 
last week.
 The truck was one of more 
than 200 entries in the fifth 
annual contest hosted by 
the Illinois Manufacturers’ 
Association and sponsored 
by Comcast Business. The 
bracket-style contest lasted 
eight weeks and collected 

almost 315,000 votes for the 
products entered, narrowing 
them down to the top 16, then 
to the final four, which were 
recognized Wednesday.
 The truck, made by Komat-
su in Peoria, has a hauling ca-
pacity of up to 400 tons and 
has “new innovations in sus-
pension transmission, electric 
drive technology and autono-
mous operation,” according to 
Komatsu. The 980E-5 truck 
weighs more than 1.3 million 
pounds. 
 Dan Funcannon, a vice 
president at Komatsu, said the 
trucks are the “coolest ma-
chines on the planet.”
 “These machines are 
manufactured in Peoria and 
shipped around the world to 
support mining the miner-
als and materials that are re-
quired to do this manufactur-
ing around the globe,” he said 
at the ceremony. “We feel it’s 
a big honor and also respon-
sibility to sell these products 
throughout the world.”
 Gov. J.B. Pritzker congrat-
ulated the finalists and said 
manufacturing is key to the 
state’s economy. 
 “This room is full of tal-
ented and driven people who 
continue to propel our state 
toward a brighter future,” he 
said. “Our economic growth 

is due in large part to the 
thriving manufacturing sector 
that you all help to build every 
day.”
 Three other finalists were 
also recognized at the cere-
mony, covering a wide range 
of products. Mullen’s Imita-
tion French Dressing, made 
by J.D. Mullen Company in 
Palestine, was founded by 
World War I veteran and Il-
linois restaurateur John Mul-
len. The MQ-25 Stingray 
Drone Refueler, built by Boe-
ing in Mascoutah, is the first 
unmanned aircraft to refuel 
another aircraft midflight. 
Enviro Buildings’ Mod Box, 
made by Craig Industries in 
Quincy, is a modular insulat-
ed outdoor building used for 
construction and security of-
fices.
According to the Illinois 
Manufacturers’ Association, 
the industry is responsible for 
almost a third of the state’s 
jobs and contributes more 
than $580 billion to the econ-
omy annually.
 The Rosenberg moon 
habitat, made by Ingersoll 
Machine Tools in Rockford, 
was the 2023 winner. Anoth-
er mining vehicle, the 797F 
mining truck by Caterpillar, 
was named the winner in 
2020.

 McHenry County celebrat-
ed the first day of Community 
Development Week recently 
by officially breaking ground 
in the City of McHenry on the 
Taylor Place Apartments. 
 When completed, Taylor 
Place Apartments will begin to 
address the growing need for 
workforce housing in McHen-
ry County. Located at 4105 
W. Crystal Lake Ave., Taylor 
Place will create 50 housing 
units, complete with ener-
gy-efficient appliances and 
wireless internet. Forty-six 
of the units will be built in a 
three-story, elevatored apart-
ment building, while the other 
four will be built in a walk-up 
townhome model. The historic 
Old Feed Mill at the site will 
be repurposed into a commu-
nity center for residents, a leas-
ing office, a fitness center and 
business center. 
 Taylor Place will be open to 
individuals and families whose 
incomes fall within 30% and 
80% of the county median. It 
is being funded in part by an 
$800,000 grant through the 
Advance McHenry County 
initiative, which the McHenry 
County Board created to in-
vest tens of millions of dollars 
of American Rescue Plan Act 
funding directly into thoughtful 

and impactful projects. 
 The apartments will create a 
community that will enrich the 
City of McHenry and the entire 
county, County Board Chair-
man Mike Buehler said at the 
groundbreaking. 
 “I’ve ended more than one of 
my annual State of the County 
Addresses with my firmly held 
belief that McHenry County is 
the best place to live, work and 
raise a family. But in order to 
maintain that goal, McHenry 
County has to be a place where 
the workers who staff our busi-
nesses, manufacture our goods, 
teach our children and police 
our streets can live and make 
rent,” Buehler said. 
 Officials joining Buehler 
included US Rep. Bill Foster, 
whose office was instrumen-
tal in securing federal funding, 
representatives from the Hous-
ing Opportunity Development 
Corp. and Northpointe Devel-
opment Corp., which will build 
and administer Taylor Place. 
Also in attendance were rep-
resentatives from the City of 
McHenry, the County Board, 
and the county’s Community 
Development Division. 
 Monday’s groundbreaking 
is the end of a three-year jour-
ney involving local, state and 
federal cooperation. Buehler 

expressed hope that more proj-
ects like Taylor Place are built 
to meet the increasing need, 
and that the approval process 
becomes more streamlined and 
efficient. 
 Foster is having a statement 
honoring McHenry County and 
the Taylor Place groundbreak-
ing read into the Congressional 
Record, which is the official 
record of the proceedings and 
debates of Congress. 
 “The availability of work-
force housing is a challenge 
facing communities large and 
small throughout our country. 
As McHenry County contin-
ues to grow, it’s imperative 
that there are housing options 
to meet the needs of every-
one who calls our community 
home,” Representative Foster 
said. “The Taylor Place Apart-
ments is a prime example of 
that effort, and I’m proud to 
be in attendance at its official 
groundbreaking today.” 
 Also at the ceremony, 
McHenry County presented 
Senior Care Volunteer Net-
work with its Community De-
velopment Partner of the Year 
Award. The SCVN, through its 
network of more than 250 vol-
unteers, helps senior citizens 
who require assistance to live 
independently.

submitted photo Hi-Liter/MCN

 Shown at the groundbreaking, from left: Dr. Richard Koenig, Executive Director of 
the Housing Opportunity Development Corporation, City of McHenry Alderman An-
drew “Andy” Glab, Congressman Bill Foster, County Board Chairman Mike Buehler, 
City of McHenry Alderman Victor Santi, and Jake Victor, Vice President of Develop-
ment at Northpointe Development Corporation. 

County breaks ground on Taylor Place Apartments
50 workforce housing units planned as part of the development

Native shrub and tree 
sale order deadline 
May 3
 The Friends of Volo Bog 
are taking orders for their 
Native Shrub and Tree spring 
sale-fundraiser until May 3.
 Planting native shrubs and 
trees in your yard will help 
support neighborhood polli-
nators and other wildlife. 
 Pick-up will be May 11 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Volo 
Bog SNA parking lot behind 
the visitor center. Plants will 
be tagged for your conve-
nience to pick up. 
 Volo Bog State Natural 
Area is located at 28478 W. 
Brandenburg Road, Ingleside. 
 Order forms can be found 
online at www.FriendsofVolo-
Bog.org.

Community briefs
Penny’s Purpose 
fundraiser Saturday
 The Penny’s Purpose 
Fourth Annual Fundraiser 
and Silent Auction will be 
held at The Lodge of Antioch 
and Rivalry Alehouse on 
April 20.
 Dine in or pick up your 

meal at either venue (no 
third-party pickups) and men-
tion The Penny’s Purpose 
(TPP) or show their flyer to 
ensure 20% of all food and 
drink sales are generously do-
nated back to TPP.
 For more information visit 
the website at thepennyspur-
pose.org.

      

Your Bourbon & Rye Barrel Pick Headquarters
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The Largest Wine, Beer & Spirits 
Selection in Lake County

NO LIMIT CASH & CARRY COUPON SPECIALS
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1.75 LITER

$999

$1499
Cash & Carry Coupon 

Expires 4/23/24 (No debit or credit cards)

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 4/23/24 (No debit or credit cards)

$1599
1.75 LITER

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 4/23/24 (No debit or credit cards)

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 4/23/24 (No debit or credit cards)

Cash & Carry Coupon 
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$1299
Cash & Carry Coupon 
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$2399
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$1599
Cash & Carry Coupon 

Expires 4/23/24 (No debit or credit cards)

WE HONOR ALL VALID
LAKE COUNTY LIQUOR ADS

Sale Dates: 
4/17 - 4/23/24

Rittenhouse Rye .............................................. $31.99
Ezra Brooks Bourbon ...................................... $49.99
Rebel Yell .......................................................... $49.99
Yellowstone Barrel Pick ................................. $59.99
Plantation 12 Year Rum ................................. $59.99
Dancing Goat 7 Year Bourbon ....................... $59.99
Knob Creek Bourbon ....................................... $63.99
Maker’s Mark Private Select ........................ $74.99
Elijah Craig
Barrel Proof Bourbon ..................................... $74.99
Starlight Portuguese
Tawny Port Finish Rye .................................... $79.99

Starlight Rye Cherry Cordial Finish ............. $79.99

NULU Bourbon Toasted Barrel ...................... $89.99

750 ML

1.75 LITER 1.75 LITER

SOBIESKI VODKA

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 4/23/24 (No debit or credit cards)

$3499
FULL LITER

PATRON
SILVER TEQUILA

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 4/23/24 (No debit or credit cards)

$1999
750 ML

($15.99 LESS $3 
INSTANT REBATE)

HENDRICK’S GIN

SPRING WINE TASTING • 1-4 PM • SAT., APRIL 20
OVER 70 WINES!

PAUL MASSON
BRANDY

11am-7pm Mon.-Tues.-Wed.
9am-9pm Thurs.-Fri.-Sat.; 9am-5pm Sun.

antiochwine.com
1180 South Main Street

Southwest Corner Rt. 173 & 83
Antioch, IL 60002 • 847-395-3540

($17.99 LESS $3 
INSTANT REBATE)

SAILOR JERRY’S
SPICED RUM

GLENGARRY SCOTCH

MANGO PUNCH OR BLACK CHERRY LIMEADE
DRAKE’S COCKTAILS

($26.99 LESS $3 
INSTANT REBATE)

GOLDSCHLAGER
CINNAMON SCHNAPPS

EARLY TIMES
1.75 LITER



HI-LITER / MCN  •  april 17-23, 2024  •  4

4
454164

 K9 Dax joined the Lake 
County Sheriff’s Office in the 
spring of 2015. Dax was 13 
months old when he joined 
the team. As the Lake County 
community has followed over 
the years, Dax has thrived in 
his role as a police canine. K9 
Dax and his partner, Deputy 
John Forlenza, have located 
over 400 missing endangered 
people or fleeing felons. He 
has hundreds of kilos of ille-
gal drugs, millions of dollars 
seized, dozens of firearms 
discarded by offenders, doz-
ens of seized vehicles, and 
has participated in hundreds 
of community and school 
demonstrations.  

K9 Dax has received 
awards for:
• 2016 Illinois House of Rep-
resentatives – General Assem-
bly Award
• 2017 ASIS International (Il-
linois North Shore Chapter) 
– Law Enforcement Officer of 
the Year
• 2017 Chicago Crime Com-
mission – Paws of Distinction 
Award
• 2018 K9s of Valor Founda-
tion – K9 of the Year
• 2019 Lake County Board 
Special Recognition
• 2019 The 100 Club of Chi-
cago – Valor Award
•May 14, 2019 State of Illi-
nois House of Representa-
tives 101st General Assembly 
- House Resolution No. 872 
offered by Representative 
Sam Yingling
• 2019 American Humane 
Hero Dog – Law Enforcement 
Winner
• 2019 Italian American Po-
lice Association – Officer of 
the Year

• 2022 State Senator Craig 
Wilcox – Certificate of 
Recognition
• 2022 Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office – Commendation 
Award
• 2022 Illinois Sheriff’s 
Association – Award of Merit
2023 Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office – The Sheriff’s Award 
of Valor
• 2023 Illinois Law 
Enforcement – Medal of Hon-
or
• 2023 The German Shepherd 
Dog Club of America – Hero 
Dog Award
 During Dax’s career with 
the United States Police Ca-
nine Association (USPCA) he 
competed in several region-
al and national trials across 
the country. Dax has earned 
numerous top finishes in 
the areas of tracking, article 
searches, narcotics, suspect 
searches, and protection. Dax 
won six USPCA Regional 
Championships and earned 
two Tracking Exceptional 
Certifications.
 K9 Dax has appeared in/
on: Numerous local and na-
tional news stations, People 
Magazine, Hero Dogs (Fox 
Nation), American Humane’s 
Hero Dog (Hallmark Chan-
nel – Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia), Home and Fami-
ly (Hallmark Channel – Los 
Angeles, California), Access 
Daily (NBC – Los Angeles, 
California), Today with Hoda 
& Jenna (NBC - New York, 
New York), America’s Top 
Dog (A&E Network – Santa 
Clarita, California) and Dy-
namic K9 Duos (ESPN – 
Valdosta, Georgia)
 
On March 3, 2024, K9 Dax 

Sheriff’s Department celebrates retirement of K9 Dax
Dax had a long list of accomplishments, awards over his 9 years with the department 

See retirement, Page 5

 Above: The love 
and respect for K9 
Dax was shown on 
April 10 by the large 
crowd gathered at 
the ceremony for 
his retirement from 
the Lake County 
Sheriff’s Department. 
 Left: Deputy 
Forlenza presents 
his partner of 9 
years a plaque 
signifying his 
retirement. Dax was 
injured on March 3 
while apprehending 
a suspect, and 
unfortunately passed 
away two days 
after his retirement 
ceremony. 

submitted photos 
Hi-Liter/MCN
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was injured while apprehending 
a person who had committed 
several felonies, and was flee-
ing. K9 Dax injured his neck 
and spine, which resulted in 
temporary paralysis to his hind-
quarters. K9 Dax was subse-
quently diagnosed with cervical 
and thoracolumbar Interverte-
bral Disc Disease (IVDD) and 
lumbosacral IVDD exasperat-
ed during his apprehension on 
March 3. K9 Dax went through 
intensive physical therapy fol-
lowing the injury, allowing him 

to regain the ability to walk and 
use his hind legs.  
 K9 Dax’s team of veterinar-
ians determined that, for his 
physical wellbeing, he would 
not be able to return to active 
duty.  
 Sheriff John D. Idleburg has 
accepted K9 Dax’s official re-
tirement request from Deputy 
Forlenza and ordered him to be 
turned over to Deputy John For-
lenza, to enjoy his retirement. 
K9 Dax will undoubtedly miss 
going to work every day but will 

enjoy relaxing with Deputy For-
lenza and his family.  
 Sheriff John D. Idleburg 
said, “Deputy John Forlenza 
and K9 Dax exemplify what 
a true partnership looks like. 
They are among the top ca-
nine teams in the nation. There 
was virtually nothing K9 Dax 
couldn’t handle. He saved 
many lives throughout his ca-
reer, apprehended some of the 
most violent offenders, and 
located major quantities of il-
legally trafficked drugs. On be-

half of the men and women of 
the Lake County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and the Lake County com-
munity, thank you, K9 Dax, for 
your dedication, your commit-
ment, and your service to our 
community.”

•	Retirement			(Continued from page 4)

 Right: File photo of Dep-
uty John Forlenza and his 
partner K9 Dax of the Lake 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. 

submitted photo
Hi-Liter/MCN

*Prices do not include tax, title, license and service fee. Dealership is not responsible for printing errors. Please see dealership for details. Sale ends 4/23/2024.

454089

Nick Kramer Jeff MucksPatrick Lynch Tyler Swanson Bob ChristensenIsaac ThielGeoff Eckhardt Graham RobsonBob LaBadie Nick UhenJim Olsson Josh Luchini

Alfredo MoralesEvan RichterChris Kahlmorgan Joe ZubarikCraig Roffers Pedro PerezDan DotzlerPete Manos Donna JanzThomas Gier

OVER 200
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES!

Have Arrived!

2021 KIA FORTE LXS
$15,417

P15887

2014 GMC SIERRA SLE
$14,740

P15837A

2021 NISSAN VERSA SV

$15,428

P15878

2016 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

$14,217
75th ANNIVERSARY EDITION

240429A

2013 SUBARU WRX STI

$17,686

P15864

2021 NISSAN ROGUE SPORT

$17,514

P15909

2019 TOYOTA C-HR LE

$18,325

P15884

2021 JEEP COMPASS SPORT

$18,543

P15922

2022 CHEVY MALIBU LT

$18,742

P15814

2021 JEEP COMPASS TRAILHAWK

$20,924

P15769

2016 CHEVY COLORADO Z71

$20,417

240178A

2021 TOYOTA CAMRY SE

$20,341

P15918

2021 CHEVY EQUINOX LT

$21,311

P15842

2014 FORD F-250 LARIAT

$23,211

P15616A

2022 CHRYSLER PACIFICA TOURING L

$24,987

P15882

2017 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLT

$25,814

P15693A

2021 CHEVY SILVERADO RST

$39,742

P15874

2021 DODGE DURANGO RT

$31,440

P15439

2020 TOYOTA COROLLA XSE

$20,986

P15939A

2019 VOLKSWAGEN TIGUAN SE

$20,417

P15789A

Continue!
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Lake County Sheriff’s 
arrest bulletin

Conservation district upcoming events

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to: news@hi-liter.com

BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade stands, 
school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE,

southernlakesnewspapers.com

This is your 
chance to 

promote your 
organization 

or special 
event! 

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER.

376286

submitted photo Hi-Liter/MCN

Pet of the week
 Justice, is about 9 years old, spayed, up-to-date 
on routine shots (incl. rabies), tested negative for 
FIV, feline leukemia and heartworm and micro-
chipped. 
 While walk-ins are welcome, adoptions are by 
appointments only to ensure we have the staff 
available to help adopters. For information and/
or to complete an online application, please visit 
www.saveapetil.org/adopt.

Regulators weigh future of gas industry in Illinois, while clamping down on Chicago utility
By Andrew Adams
Capitol News illiNois
 Natural gas is fueling a 
fight between consumer ad-
vocates, a powerful utility 
company and the state. Amid 
competing advertising cam-
paigns, accusations of mis-
management and state decar-
bonization efforts, the Illinois 
Commerce Commission is 
starting a process that will 
shape how the state regulates 
the increasingly controversial 
industry. 
 While Chicago consid-
ers passing an ordinance to 
ban natural gas in some new 
building construction—fol-
lowing the lead of places like 
New York City and Seattle—
state officials are moving 
more slowly in an attempt to 
ensure Illinois meets its goal 
of having 100 percent renew-
able energy by 2050. 
 The ICC launched a pro-
cess dubbed the “Future of 
Gas” last week that will in-
form the governor, legislature 
and other policymakers on 
potential policy changes. The 
process was initiated by the 
ICC after they tamped down 
requests for rate increases 
from all of the state’s major 
gas utilities. 
 “We need to get this right,” 
ICC Chair Doug Scott said at 
a virtual workshop with over 
350 advocates and industry 

officials held recently. “We 
get one really good shot at 
this.” 
 He added the process “is 
not designed to meet a pre-or-
dained conclusion.” 
 Rob Kelter, senior attorney 
at the Environmental Law 
and Policy Center, praised the 
new approach to regulation 
and Scott’s personal attention 
to the proceeding while wel-
coming the fact that these dis-
cussions are happening out-
side of a traditional rate case, 
where utilities have more say 
in setting the agenda. 
 “Everybody pays gas and 
electric bills and also every-
one is affected by the current 
gas and electric systems,” 
Kelter said. 
 Both electric and gas com-
panies are involved with the 
“Future of Gas” proceeding, 
which is expected to last un-
til summer 2025, although the 
precise timeline and the scope 
of what will be discussed are 
still tentative. 
 “What I hope will result 
from this is a lot of good, 
productive discussion that ob-
jectively analyzes the state’s 
options for reducing carbon 
emissions,” Kelter said. 
 A spokesperson for Peo-
ples Gas, Chicago’s natural 
gas utility, echoed that senti-
ment and added the state’s gas 
distribution system will play 

a major part in reaching the 
state’s climate goals. 
 “Natural gas, along with 
emerging technologies such 
as Renewable Natural Gas 
and Hydrogen, will be crit-
ical to meeting Chicagoans’ 
need for reliable, affordable, 
decarbonized energy,” Peo-
ples Gas’ David Schwartz 
told Capitol News Illinois in 
a statement. 
 Schwartz pointed to tech-
nological developments in 
capturing natural gas from 
waste products like food, us-
ing new gas-powered appli-
ances for heating buildings 
and the ongoing replacement 
of pipes as steps that would 
reduce or even eliminate the 
gas system’s carbon footprint. 
But Kelter said he is skeptical 
of the claims made by boost-
ers of the new technology—a 
position shared by other en-
vironmental and consumer 
advocates. 
 “The state has climate goals 
that require us to change how 
we heat and cool our homes,” 
he said. “We’ve got to move 
toward a system that’s reliant 
on renewable energy.” 

Peoples Gas faces 
scrutiny 
 While the ICC weighs the 
future of the gas system gen-
erally, it’s also investigating 
the current state of Peoples 

Gas. The company’s contro-
versial “safety modernization 
program,” designed to replace 
Chicago’s aging pipe infra-
structure, was put on notice 
in November, when the ICC 
paused any spending related 
to the program and began an 
investigation into it.
 That investigation began 
in earnest last week, with 
Peoples Gas filing its first 
testimony in the case. The 
company was also granted 
a rehearing on the decision 
to pause spending after it 
claimed some work was still 
necessary. 
 The investigation is ex-
pected to last until January 
2025, while the rehearing will 
last until late May or early 
June 2024. 
 Consumer advocates have 
praised the decision to short-
en the leash on Peoples Gas’ 
pipe replacement program, 
while also recognizing the 
need to replace Chicago’s 
natural gas pipes—some of 
which are more than 100 
years old. 
 But Abe Scarr, the head of 
the consumer advocacy group 
Illinois PIRG, said the pro-
gram’s costs have grown, in 
part, due to Peoples Gas con-
ducting other work under the 
guise of replacing old pipes or 
“emergency” repairs. 
 “I think it’s pretty clear 

Peoples Gas hasn’t really kept 
to the scope of that work,” 
Scarr said. 
 Schwartz, of Peoples Gas, 
said the company provided 
options to the ICC for reduc-
ing the scope of the work or 
more narrowly targeting the 
program when the company 
can begin work again. 
 “We will continue to seek 
authorization to move for-
ward with the needed work,” 
Schwartz said. “Modern-
ization of Chicago’s under-
ground energy delivery sys-
tem is crucial for the safety, 
reliability, affordability and 
environmental sustainability 
of Chicago’s heating system.” 

Fallout from ICC 
decisions 
 Since the ICC’s bomb-
shell rulings in November 
limiting several utilities’ rate 
requests and investigating 
Peoples Gas, one labor union 
launched a pressure campaign 
on the commission and the 
governor urging them to walk 
back some of the decisions. 
 The International Union 
of Operating Engineers Lo-
cal 150, which represents 
about 23,000 members in Il-
linois and neighboring states, 
launched a series of advertise-
ments claiming that the deci-
sions were a “natural gas ban” 
and urged prioritizing pipe-

line safety in the transition to 
a cleaner energy system. 
 “I don’t think any of us 
have seen enough facts in 
front of us to say that the nat-
ural gas system will be obso-
lete,” Local 150 spokesperson 
Kristine Kavanagh told Capi-
tol News Illinois. 
 Because of the decision to 
pause Peoples Gas’ infrastruc-
ture spending, Kavanagh said 
about 200 members of her 
organization lost their jobs in 
addition to hundreds more in 
other unions. 
 While the union endorsed 
Pritzker in his most recent 
general election in 2022, 
his campaign organization 
launched a series of response 
ads pushing back on the 
union’s claims.
 “At a time when too many 
working families are strug-
gling to pay their heating 
bills, the governor knows 
that putting their bottom 
line ahead of that of a re-
cord-profit-earning utility is 
the right thing to do,” Pritz-
ker campaign spokesperson 
Christina Amestoy said in a 
written statement.
 The back-and-forth ads 
between the union and the 
Pritzker campaign illustrate a 
potentially growing fight be-
tween the governor and one 
of the Democratic Party’s 
core bases of support. 

Get Out and Explore: 
Hike to Haiku
 Thursday, April 18, 5-6:30 
p.m., Hickory Grove High-
lands Conservation Area, 
Cary. 
 Join for a hike to serve 
as an inspiration for writing 
nature-themed haikus. Learn 
about the very first haiku 
ever written, a short history 
of haikus, and how to write 
your own. Notebooks and 
pencils provided. Ages 8+. 

Earth Day Celebration
 Saturday, April 20, Noon 
to 4 p.m., Prairieview Educa-
tion Center, Crystal Lake. 
 Spend the afternoon cel-
ebrating the earth. Explore 
earth-friendly activities and 
craft stations, plant seeds, 
take a guided hike, and view 
a puppet show and more. 
 Co-sponsored by the En-
vironmental Defenders of 
McHenry County. All ages. 

Weekend of Restoration 

XXIV
 Saturday, April 20, 8 a.m. 
– 7 p.m., and Sunday, April 
21 8 a.m. to noon, Glacial 
Park Lost Valley Visitor Cen-
ter, Ringwood
 Explore your relation-
ship with the natural world 
through storytelling and 
hands-on team-building ac-
tivities that incorporate Na-
tive American perspectives, 
joined by staff from the 
Trickster Cultural Center. 
Participants will also plant 
hundreds of native trees and 
shrubs to restore an ancient 
oak savanna. Ages 16+.

Norma & George Powers
 Sunday, April 21, Noon 
to 4 p.m., Powers-Walker 
House, Glacial Park. 
 Visit this 1854 Greek 
Revival restored house and 
learn more about the resi-
dent families who called this 
area home. April’s program 
centers around the Powers 
family and honoring their 

military service. All ages 
welcome. 

Rock, Ridges, Ice Oh 
My!
 Wednesday, April 24, 
6-7:30 p.m., Marengo Ridge 
Conservation Area, Maren-
go. 
 McHenry county’s land-
scape is seemingly mundane, 
but what rocks and more tell 
is more than meets the eye! 
Join a naturalist on a journey 
through time to learn how 
Marengo Ridge was formed 
by hiking 1.25 miles on hilly 
terrain. There will be occa-
sional stops to experience ar-
tifacts and witness a demon-
stration. Ages 7+.

Woodland Wandering
 Thursday, April 25, 6-8:30 
p.m., Glacial Park, Kettle 
Lot, Ringwood.
 Volunteer bird enthusiast 
Dave Miller leads this spring 
evening 2 mile hike through 
the woods. Catch a glimpse 

of the birds that are passing 
through on their migration 
and search for those that stay 
as summer or year-round 
residents. Join the group for 
discussion at the Lost Valley 
Visitor Center following the 
hike. Bring binoculars and 
field guides if you have them. 
Ages 14+.

April World Migratory 
Bird Days
 Saturday, April 27, noon 
to 4 p.m., Lost Valley Vis-
itor Center, Glacial Park, 
Ringwood. 
 Sunday, April 28, noon 
to 4 p.m., Volo Bog State 
Natural Area, Ingleside.
 Get your passport 
stamped at bird and insect 
activity stations as you par-
ticipate in games and activ-
ities. All ages.
 For more information or to 
sign up for programs please 
visit the McHenry County 
Conservation District web-
site at MCCDistrict.org.

 The Lake County Sheriff’s 
Dept. reported the following 
arrests in Lake County. Sus-
pects are considered innocent 
until proven guilty in a court 
of law.
March 5
 Joseph A. Delapara, 38, 
Lake Villa, was cited for DUI 
– alcohol, and open transpor-
tation of alcohol;
March 6
 James A. Paulick, 41, Lin-
colnshire, was cited for a war-
rant arrest: contempt of court 
(Wisconsin);
 Jennifer F. Hass, 52, Elk-
horn, WI, was cited for driv-
ing while license suspended, 
and driving with suspended 
registration;
 Roberto C. Fuentes-Claros, 
25, Beach park, was cited for 
no driver’s license, and driv-
ing with suspended registra-
tion;
 Sean A. Banks, 49, Ham-
mond, IN, was cited for op-

erating a commercial vehicle 
without a CDL;
 Amy Fell, 39, Round Lake 
Heights, was cited for aggra-
vated DUI;
March 7
 Jose A. Pacheco Val-
ladares, 22, Zion, was cited 
for no driver’s license and no 
insurance;
 Aralin A. Alvarez, 23, 
Gurnee, was cited for DUI 
– drugs, reckless driving, 
unlawful possession of drug 
paraphernalia, and no insur-
ance;
March 8
 David J. Myers, 50, Grays-
lake, was cited for violating 
an order of protection;
 David Navarro, 19, 
Waukegan, was cited for at-
tempted burglary to vehicle;
 Fatima A. Serrano, 19, 
Waukegan, was cited for at-
tempted burglary to vehicle;
 Antonio Logwood, 46, 
Woodstock, was cited for 
DUI – alcohol, driving while 
license revoked and no insur-
ance;
March 9
 Rashad T. Reed, 26, Mil-
waukee, WI, was cited for un-
lawful possession of a stolen 
vehicle;
 Nicholas J. Martinez Hol-
derbaum, 24, Zion, was cited 
for aggravated DUI, driving 
while license suspended, 
open transportation of alcohol 
and no insurance;
March 10
 Daniel A. Deen, 54, Pleas-
ant Prairie, WI, was cited for 
DUI – alcohol, and no insur-
ance. 
March 11
 Zion M. Fleming, 23, 
Beach Park, was cited for a 
warrant arrest;
 Joanne E. Concidine, 61, 
Beach Park, was cited for 
DUI – alcohol, and no insur-
ance;
March 12
 Martin W. Kerley, 57, 
Palatine, was cited for a 
warrant arrest: criminal tres-
pass to residence and resist-
ing arrest;
 Marcella G. McIntosh, 61, 
Grayslake, was cited for en-
dangering the life of a child.
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Sheriff’s reports

SERVICES
foR SalE

HElP WaNTED

REal ESTaTE

TRaNSPoRTaTIoN

 342522

We want your news!
The Hi-Liter is looking to publish the news 
of your lives in stories and photos. Are you 
hosting an event? Send us a preview story. 
Do you know someone who recently won 
an award? Send us a photo along with the 
pertinent information. Community events, 
school activities and family milestones are 

all fair game and will be considered for print. 
ITEMS MAY BE SENT TO 

news@hi-liter.com
 PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND A PHONE 

NUMBER SO WE CAN CONTACT YOU IF NEEDED.

ANCHOR 
CONSTRUCTION

Since 1977
• Concrete Work
• Foundations 

• Garage Slabs/Driveways
• Patios/Walks/Stoops

• Replacements
Fully Insured 

Free Estimates
262-325-9708
815-482-9542

369960

45
35

38

CIVIL WAR & COLLECTOR 
ARMS SHOW & SALE!

SAT. APRIL 20 • 9am-4pm
DUPAGE CO. FAIRGROUNDS

WHEATON, IL
715-526-9769 • zurkopromotions.com

Antiques/Collectibles

453649

MOTORCYCLES
WALNECK’S MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET!
WOODSTOCK, IL • SUN., APRIL 21
McHenry Co. Fairgrounds • 8am-2pm

Admission $10 • Booths $50 • Rain/Shine
630-985-2097

Lake County Sheriff’s Special Investigations 
Group logs success in 2023

 The Lake County Sheriff’s Special Investigations Group 
seized a record-breaking amount of fentanyl in 2023. 
 The Lake County Sheriff’s Office Special 
Investigations Group (SIG), a High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Area (HIDTA) funded task force, recorded 
an incredibly successful year in 2023. The team opened 
167 criminal investigations, which resulted in the arrests 
of 64 offenders and seizure of over $2,500,000.00 worth 
of illegal drugs in Lake County. Additionally, they seized 
112 illegally possessed firearms, many of which were 
possessed by convicted felons. 
 In 2023, SIG seizures include:
• Over 17,000 fentanyl laced pills
• Over 120 pounds of psilocybin mushrooms
• Nearly 10 pounds of powder cocaine
• Nearly 10 pounds of illegally trafficked cannabis
• Nearly 900 grams of methamphetamine
 In 2023 SIG placed a focus on gun traffickers operating 
throughout Lake County. This resulted in the seizure of 
dozens of firearms being sold by gun traffickers, seizure 
of switch devices that turn pistols into fully automatic 
firearms and seizure of ghost guns, all while securing the 
arrests of the offenders. 
 During one of their investigations, SIG discovered 
a possible human trafficking operation being run in 
Saint Charles. SIG turned crucial information they 
uncovered over to authorities in Saint Charles and assisted 
local authorities in rescuing five victims from human 
trafficking. 
 SIG also places significant emphasis on community 
outreach, speaking at schools, businesses, community 
groups, and other public safety organizations.  Numerous 
community presentations were provided in 2023. 
 Sheriff John D. Idleburg said, “Our Special 
Investigations Group is making a major positive impact 
in our community. They successfully stopped over 17,000 
deadly fentanyl pills from being sold throughout Lake 
County, which undoubtedly saved many lives. Over 
the last five years, SIG has removed nearly $20 million 
dollars’ worth of drugs being trafficked in Lake County. 
The partnerships and collaboration between SIG’s member 
agencies are major reasons that SIG is so successful.”
 Participating members of the Lake County Sheriff’s 
Special Investigations Group are: Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), Federal Bureau of Investigations 
(FBI), Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), Alcohol 
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF), Highland Park PD, Lake 
County Sheriff’s Office, Park City PD, Round Lake Beach 
PD, Round Lake Park PD, Round Lake PD, Wauconda 
PD, Waukegan PD, Winthrop Harbor PD and Zion PD.

 In the span of two days, 
members of the Lake County 
Sheriff’s Office deescalated 
two potentially deadly inci-
dents. 
 On April 9, Lake County 
Sheriff’s deputies respond-
ed to a residence in unin-
corporated Deerfield for a 
report of a man in mental 
crisis.  While deputies were 
responding, Lake County 
Sheriff’s Telecommunica-
tors obtained important in-
formation that the man was 
armed with a firearm. The 
911 caller was in fear that 
the man in distress was go-
ing to kill his child and the 
child’s mother – who were 
both in the home. 
 Sheriff’s deputies arrived 
and were able to evacuate 
the woman and child. The 
man in distress barricaded 
himself in a bathroom with 
the firearm. Sheriff’s depu-
ties spent nearly two hours 
calmly communicating with 
the man, deescalating the 
situation. The man agreed 
to come out of the bathroom 
without the firearm. The man 
was subsequently transport-
ed to an area hospital for a 
mental health evaluation and 
treatment. 
 Sheriff’s deputies located 
the semi-automatic pistol in 
the bathroom, which they 
placed into evidence for 
safekeeping. 
 On April 11, Lake County 
Sheriff’s deputies responded 
to a residence in Volo for a 
man in mental crisis, threat-
ening suicide. Sheriff’s dep-
uties arrived, and the man re-
trieved a knife and moved to 
a different area of the home. 
Sheriff’s deputies spoke to 
the man in a calm manner, 
and the man requested to 
speak to a military combat 
veteran. Sheriff’s deputies 
were able to accommodate 
the request and put the man 
in telephone contact with an 

off-duty member of the sher-
iff’s office, who is a combat 
veteran. 
 The sheriff’s deputies at 
the scene, along with the 
off-duty member of the sher-
iff’s office, deescalated the 
situation and convinced the 
man to go to the hospital. 
The man was transported to 
an area hospital for a mental 
health evaluation and treat-
ment. 
 Following these inci-
dents, sheriff’s deputies uti-
lized the ‘Clear & Present 
Danger’ protocol through 
the Illinois State Police and 
‘Red Flag laws’ through the 
local court system. This is to 
ensure both people in crisis 
do not have access to fire-
arms. 
 Sheriff John D. Idleburg 
said, “We place a major em-
phasis on de-escalation ver-
sus rushing to use force. If it 
were not for the calm dispo-
sition of our deputies, along 
with their desire to be com-
munity caretakers, combined 
with our enhanced training – 
these situations could have 
ended in tragedy. This is 
just another one of the many 
reasons I am proud to serve 
alongside the men and wom-
en of the Lake County Sher-
iff’s Office.”

Three injured during 
dog attacks
 Three people, including 
one deputy, were injured 
after a series of dog attacks 
near McHenry on April 11. 
The public was advised to 
be on the lookout for one 
dog that had remained on the 
loose.
 On Thursday, at about 
5:50 p.m., McHenry County 
Sheriff’s police and McHen-
ry Township Fire Protection 
District were dispatched 
to reports of an aggressive 
dog fight at W Huemann 
Drive and Stilling Blvd near 

Sheriff’s personnel successfully 
use de-escalation techniques 

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 Wi-67, lake Geneva, 
Wi 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Wanted to Buy
ALL BEER-SODA-GAS-OIL 
SIGNS all related items-Tap 
HaNDlES-BEEr CaNS. 262-
825-0932 Will Travel CaSH paiD.

Automobiles
1990 CADILLAC FLEETWOOD 
Coral. Florida car no rust. 1 own-
er. 45k miles. Make an Offer. 262-
379-4161.

2004 MONTE CARLO Mechan-
ically sound. Make an offer. 262-
379-4161.

Boats
2000 SUPRA LEGACY, Indmar 
inboard, very low hours, always 
garaged or lift kept, Elkhorn. 
$11,500. (262) 949-6997.

2003 ALUMACRAFT 175 TRO-
PHY With 2002 Trailer. 90 Hp, 
9.9Hp, Elec. 50lb Troller, Elec an-
chor, Helix5 Hummingbird. Call 
only if interested 815-389-2480.

SEARS GAMEFISHER 14FT Fi-
berglas Tri-Hull, 18hp Evinrude, 
MinnKota, lots more. Elkhorn 
$1450. Call or text 262-374-8602.

Campers and RVs
1994 WINNEBAGO WARRIER 
22’ V8 454 engine, 97,200 miles. 
Newer tires, new battery, new 
sub floor and flooring. Rooftop 
a/C works great. rust free, runs 
good and ready for travel! Some 
updates have been done to the 
interior, but still needs some mi-
nor finishing. asking $11,500. 
located near rockford. Call 815-
520-0997.

2022 COACHMAN FREEDOM 
EXPRESS 20SE. $19,900. 262-
470-4083.

Farm Machinery
JOHN DEERE 7000 4 row wide.  
W/no-till coulters, dry fertilizer & 
insecticide boxes.  608-728-1629

S&H 80 BU Spreader pTO driv-
en.  608-728-1629

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1967 CADILLAC CONVERT-

IBLE, rebuilt engine, 1000 

miles since rebuild, runs great, 

$13,950. Call 262-949-6997.

1990 CORVETTE CONVERT-

IBLE, triple black, 49,000 miles, 

automatic, no winters. $10,995. 

(630) 886-6667.

Trucks & Trailers
CARGO TRAILER 5x8 En-

closed, needs cosmetic work. 

Elkhorn location $199. 262-949-

6997.

Help Wanted
HELP WANTED: WAREHOUSE 
liGHT MaCHiNES, MailiNGS, 
iNKJET. Will TraiN THE BEST 
CaNDiDaTE. 3 DaYS pEr 
WEEK. 18-26 HOUrS. MON/
TUES/WED. Call TO iNQUirE 
262-725-7704.

NOW HIRING!! HVAC Tech/In-
staller. We are looking to hire a 
tech/installer with at least 3+ yrs 
experience. Must be a self start-
er, be responsible, able to think 
outside the box, good with time 
management; have a valid driv-
er’s license. please call the office 
at 262-215-8822.

Part Time Help 
Wanted

PERSONAL CAREGIVER 
needed for elderly woman in 
wheelchair in laGrange, be-
tween Whitewater and East Troy. 
private pay $50 cash for two 
nights, 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
920-650-7103.

WATERFORD PUBLIC LI-
BRARY Cleaner/Janitorial po-
sition. after Hours (Evenings & 
Weekends) 6 - 8 hours per week. 
The purpose of this position is 
to perform routine cleaning, and 
the duties include, collecting gar-
bage and recycling, sweeping, 
mopping, dusting, vacuuming, 
wiping down desks, computer 
areas & tables, watering plants, 
restocking bathrooms with 
necessary supplies, cleaning 
bathrooms & keeping the jan-
itor’s closet orderly, in addition 
to other responsibilities. The 
work schedule is after business 
hours on Tuesdays, Thursdays 
& Sundays. Must be physically 
capable of lifting 30 pounds & 
pushing 50 pounds. The wage is 
commensurate with experience. 
To apply, complete a Village of 
Waterford Employment applica-
tion (available on the Waterford 
public library web site under the 
Employment tab) and submit to 
Waterford public library, 101 N. 
river St., Waterford, Wi 53185 or 
hkinkade@waterford.lib.wi.us.

Other Real Estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE all real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers 
are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone 
number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUal HOUS-
iNG OppOrTUNiTY

McHenry. The owner report-
ed that she was unable to 
separate her dogs who were 
engaged in a fight, and she 
had sustained bite wounds. 
A neighbor, who attempted 
to help the owner, also sus-
tained bite wounds. 
 Upon arrival, deputies 
found three dogs loosely 
enclosed on a front porch, 
and two dogs corralled in 
a car. While speaking with 
the owners, the three dogs 
broke through the porch 
gate and aggressively ran 
towards responding deputies 
and fire personnel. Less-le-
thal attempts to control the 
dogs were made by use of 
tasers and a fire extinguish-
er. Subsequently, one dog 
was shot during the incident. 
One deputy also sustained a 
dog bite and was treated at a 
nearby hospital. 
 McHenry County Animal 
Control took possession of 
three dogs while one dog re-
mains on the loose. Deputies 
continually looked for the 
remaining dog through the 
night and into the morning 
with no success.
 The Sheriff’s Office un-
derstands the bond between 
an owner and their pet and 
only resorts to using le-
thal force when it comes to 
protecting the safety and 
well-being of citizens and 
deputies.
 The dog at large is de-
scribed as a petite dark 
brown pit bull with a white 
stripe on its face. If spotted, 
please do not approach. All 
sightings should be reported 
to the Sheriff’s Office or An-
imal Control at (815) 459-
6222.

Serious vehicle-vs-

tree traffic crash 
under investigation
 Lake County Sheriff’s 
Traffic Crash Investigators 
are investigating an ear-
ly morning single-vehicle 
crash that resulted in critical 
injuries. 
 On April 13, at approx-
imately 4:40 a.m., Lake 
County Sheriff’s Deputies 
were dispatched to a car-ver-
sus-tree traffic crash with in-
juries in the area of Fairfield 
Road and Chardon Road, 
unincorporated Wauconda. 
The vehicle, a 2016 GMC 
Sierra, was occupied only 
by the driver, a 28-year-old 
man from Palatine, who sus-
tained critical injuries in the 
crash and required extrica-
tion from the vehicle by the 
fire department.
 Preliminary investigation 
shows the driver was travel-
ing southbound on Fairfield 
Road when, for an unknown 
reason, he crossed the center 
line and left the pavement on 
the east side of the roadway. 
The vehicle then crossed a 
driveway and struck a large 
tree head-on. 
 The driver was trans-
ported to Advocate Con-
dell Medical Center in 
Libertyville with critical, 
life-threatening injuries. 
 The crash remains under 
investigation by the Lake 
County Sheriff’s Office 
Technical Crash Investiga-
tions Unit.



HI-LITER / MCN  •  april 17-23, 2024  •  8

8

McHENRY
3710 West Elm St.

815.578.8375

CRYSTAL LAKE
5150 North West Hwy

815.455.2570

LAKE GENEVA
2462 Hwy 120
 262.249.0420

verlo.com
1-866-99-VERLO 

(866-998-3756)

With Verlo Mattress purchase. 
Does not apply to previous

purchases. See store for details.

$399
Twin XL Starting @

FINANCING AVAILABLE  See store for details.

EXTRA
FACTORY DIRECT SAVINGS

WITH THESE COUPONS!Spring
SAVINGS 

v1 FIRM 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

$699
TWIN $499   FULL $599   KING$899

v3 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

$999
TWIN $749   FULL $899   KING$1399

v5 FIRM 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

$1599
TWIN $1049   FULL $1349   KING$1999

v7 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

$2099
TWIN $1399   FULL $1949   KING$2699

*On set purchase with factory select covers. Not applicable on previous purchases. One coupon per set purchase. See store for details. Offer ends 5-18-2023.

SAVE UP TO

$200
v3 Set Purchase*

SAVE UP TO

$250
v5 Set Purchase*

OFF

SAVE UP TO

$350
v7 Set Purchase*

OFF

SAVE UP TO

$450
v9 Set Purchase*

OFF OFF

Adjustable BED BASES

Great for watching TV or reading in bed
Reduces snoring & acid reflux effects

Alleviates lower back, knee & leg pain | Aids in circulation

Custom
Mattresses 

RVs, Campers, Boats
& So Much More!

BUY MORE $AVE MORE
Mattress Protectors | Pillows | Headboards

30% OFF 3+ Items 
 

20% OFF 2 Items
–OR–
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