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Winterfest!
A young child is in awe at 
one of the displays during 

last year’s Ice Sculpture Walk, 
which will again be held in 
downtown Lake Geneva as 

part of Winterfest. The annual 
event kicked off Jan. 31 

with the U.S. National Snow 
Sculpting Championship and 

will run through Feb. 4.
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Jan. 31-Feb. 4 Winterfest – Visit 
Lake Geneva and the City of Lake Geneva 
will present the 29th Annual Winterfest, 
featuring the U.S. National Snow Sculpting 
Championship. The event welcomes the most 
talented and award-winning sculpting teams 
from across the country. Witness 15 state-
champion teams at work during an epic three-
day competition where their artistry is put to 
the test in creating remarkable, larger-than-life 
snow sculptures. 
	 The snow sculpting competition began Jan. 
31 and continues through 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 4 at Riviera Plaza and Flat Iron Park along 
the beautiful shore of Geneva Lake. It’s free to 
attend and view, and sculptures will remain on 
display through Sunday (and until they melt).
	 Also enjoy an array of more wintery fun 
throughout the Lake Geneva region during 
Winterfest. Don’t miss the Downtown Ice 
Sculpture Walk, bonfires on the beach, live 
entertainment, and much more for the whole 
family.
	 Read more beginning on page 5. For more 
information, go to visitlakegeneva.com.

Feb. 3 In The Flesh (A tribute to 
Pink Floyd) & Laser Show – 8 p.m. at 
Geneva Stage, 244 Broad St., Lake Geneva.
	 Tickets range from $40 to $55. For more 
information about this show and others, or to 
purchase tickets, visit genevastage.com.
	 Geneva Stage is a fully restored, live 
entertainment venue located in the heart of 
downtown Lake Geneva. The historic main 
auditorium and balcony have a capacity of 
over 300 with leather rocker seats, near-stage 
standing and dancing area, and special VIP 
spaces.
	 In addition to a broad range of live music 
genres, it hosts stand-up comedy, theatrical 
plays, classic and indie films, and a refurbished 
1920s Wurlitzer organ. It’s also a perfect venue 
for private events.
	 “The world’s a stage, and we are all players. 
Enjoy the show!”

Feb. 7, 14, 21 and 28 Local 
History Series – Go on a journey through 
time in Lake Geneva with the Local History 
Series, presented by Badger Community 
Education.
	 • Feb. 7 (Room 813) – 1942, The Year That 
Tried Our Souls, presented by Dave Desimone
	 • Feb. 14 (Room 711) – Remarkable Women 
II-Connections, presented by Chris Brookes
	 • Feb. 21 (Recital Hall) – Let’s Celebrate 
Walworth County’s Historic Places, presented 
by Michael Rehberg
	 • Feb. 28 (Recital Hall) – The Prairie Project-
One Year in the Linn Township Nature Preserve, 
presented by Dave Desimone
	 The cost is $5 per class. Classes are held 
from 6 to 7 p.m. (in the rooms listed above 
after each date) at Badger High School, 208 E. 

South St., Lake Geneva.
	 For more information or to purchase tickets, 
visit lakegenevaschools.revtrak.net, choose 
Badger Community Education, followed by 
Winter and Local History Series on subsequent 
pages.

High Tea Saturdays – Looking for an 
elegant and sophisticated way to spend your 
afternoon? The Baker House, 327 Wrigley Dr., 
Lake Geneva hosts High Tea Saturdays from 1 
to 3 p.m. (last seating at 1:45 p.m.)
	 Indulge in a selection of delicate finger 
sandwiches, freshly baked sweets, all served 
alongside your choice of premium tea blends. 
Tour of the Baker House included!
	 Whether celebrating a special occasion, 
catching up with friends, or simply treating 
yourself to a luxurious afternoon, High Tea is 
the perfect way to elevate your day. And with 
our beautiful and refined atmosphere, you’ll feel 
transported to a bygone era of elegance and 
sophistication.
	 Cost is $42 per person plus tax and 
gratuity. Reservations are mandatory. For 
more information, call 262-248-4700 or visit 
bakerhouse1885.com.

Ongoing events
Beginner Pickleball Clinics – Lake 
Geneva Tennis Club, 630 Veterans Pkwy., Lake 
Geneva. Offered every other Tuesday, 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. free of charge (a deposit will be 
required for new clients to hold their spot), eight 
people per class. Learn the fastest growing 
sport in America. Men and women welcome – 
no experience necessary and all equipment will 
be provided. Register by calling 262-812-0033 
or email john@lakegenevatennis.com.

Tristan Crist Magic Theater, at 609 W. 
Main St., Lake Geneva. One of a kind performer 
that wows audiences with jaw-dropping 
illusions and gut-wrenching escapes! For show 
dates and times call 262-248-0505 or visit 
lakegenevamagic.com.

Dancing Horses Show. At the Dancing 
Horses Theatre, 5065 Highway 50, Delavan. 
This dazzling spectacle features an array of 
horse breeds that perform alongside their 
trainers in this cavalcade of equestrian artistry. 
Visually stunning, and performed in a state-of-
the-art, 300-seat theatre. For show dates, ticket 
prices and additional information call 262-728-
8200 or visit thedancinghorses.com.

	 The calendar of events is compiled from a 
variety of sources including area chambers of 
commerce and visitor bureaus and contains 
events available as of press time.
	 Dates and times may change and events 
may be canceled. Please verify details and 
locations prior to making plans.
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WE HAVE FURNACES & A/C’S IN STOCK! · BEST PRICES!

5    REVIEWS FROM 
OUR CUSTOMERS! 
100% FREE QUOTES 
ON NEW EQUIPMENT!

AMAZING FINANCING 
AVAILABLE!

GAS FURNACE TUNE-UP 
or A/C CLEAN & CHECK

$89.95
BOTH FOR

$169.95

CALL US TODAY!
Burlington  (262) 763-2653
Waterford (262) 534-5568
Oak Creek (414) 764-4700
New Berlin (262) 786-2000
Hartford (262) 673-2500

ThielmannGroup.com

12 YEAR “NO REPAIR 
BILL GUARANTEE”!

*On select equipment.

WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS AND
SELL MOST MAJOR BRANDS!
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$50 OFF DUCT CLEANING
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Winterfest

Celebrate 
the season at 
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o many, Lake Geneva is a 
summer resort town, a place to 

enjoy the beauty of the lake and take 
in summertime activities such as 
swimming, boating, biking, hiking, 
and shopping.

	 But the city is a happening place 
year-round, including unique winter 

events and activities that can make the 
cold, snowy days of late January and early 
February an ideal time for people of all 
ages to head outdoors.
	 The annual Winterfest event is the 
highlight of activities in the Lake Geneva 
area during the colder weather. For the past 
29 years, it’s featured the U.S. National 
Snow Sculpting Championship, where 
champions from around the country make 
their way to Lake Geneva to compete 
against each other in creating beautiful, 
detailed snow sculptures.
	 This year, Winterfest and the snow 
sculpturing competition kicked off Jan. 31 
and runs through Feb. 4. The sculptures can 
be seen in front of the Riviera and in Flat 
Iron Park.
	 Visitors can wander and watch as the 
teams turn large blocks of snow into 
creative sculptures, working on them during 
the day, and often, through the night.

opposite: The 2023 winner of the U.S. 
National Snow Sculpting Competition was the 
North Dakota Team with their piece titled “The 
Nemean Lion.” They also won first place in the 
People’s Choice event, which is voted on by 
visitors. top: Last year’s second place snow 

sculpture, “You are not Alone” was created by 
the team from Alaska. at right: The Wisconsin 

team earned third place in the juried snow 
sculpting competition in 2023. Their sculpture 

was named “Love Hurts.”
PHOTOS COURTESY VISIT LAKE GENEVA Spirit of Geneva Lakes

Snow 
sculpting 

competition, 
bonfires, ice 
sculptures 
highlight 

annual event
by Sandra Landen Machaj

CORRESPONDENT
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Promoting your business in the 
right publication is essential 

to growth and overall success. 
Knowing that your message 

is reaching your intended 
audience is what makes 

The Spirit of Geneva Lakes 
uniquely effective. We can 

create an image that is both 
creative and compelling!

For advertising opportunities contact:

Pete Hansen
Email: phansen@standardpress.com

Office: 262-473-3363
Cell: 414-801-2360

Tamera Hamilton
Email: tamera@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Office: 262-728-3411
Cell: 262-215-2782

Spirit of Geneva Lakes!
Advertising works in the

448184

STOP IN AND CELEBRATE OUR 
100TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY!!
CHECK OUT
OUR IGLOOS

Enjoy a special evening dining with friends and family 
in your private igloo on our Fire and Ice Deck.

CALL TODAY TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS

262-245-5689

W4098
S. Shore Drive

Lake Geneva, Wis.

OPEN DAILY AT 
11:00 A.M.

View Our Igloo Platter Menu And Regular Menu At:
www.mars-resort.com

449859

Tired of
your water?
MORE SAVINGS

from Knox
and

Grandpa Addie
CALL TODAY FOR A 

FREE ESTIMATE!
$50 OFF
WITH INSTALLATION OF REVERSE 

OSMOSIS DRINKING WATER SYSTEM
Only one coupon per order. Not valid with other specials. Good only

when sale is made and ticket is written. Expires 4/15/24 SLN

Terry Addie

SATISFYING CUSTOMERS SINCE 1978

1604 Plainfield Ave. 
Janesville, WI

608-755-1031
OR

800-982-1652
addiewatersystems.com

Terry@addiewatersystems.com

SLN

SLN

$25 OFF
WITH INSTALLATION OF 

ANY NEW WATER HEATER
Only one coupon per order. Not valid with other specials. Good only

when sale is made and ticket is written. Expires 4/15/24

$25 OFF
WITH INSTALLATION OF ANY NEW 
WATER SOFTENER OR IRON FILTER

Only one coupon per order. Not valid with other specials. Good only
when sale is made and ticket is written. Expires 4/15/24
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	 “Although in some years there is no 
snow or very little that has accumulated 
at the time of Winterfest, there is never a 
problem with holding the snow sculpting 
competition. We are fortunate to have the 
support of Grand Geneva Resort, who 
produce man-made snow for their ski runs. 
They produce enough snow for the event 
and deliver it to the Riviera for use by the 
sculptors,” said Deanna Goodwin, Vice 
President of Marketing, Communication, 
and Development for VISIT Lake Geneva. 
	 “The City of Lake Geneva works with 
Grand Geneva and helps transport the snow 
to Riviera Plaza by Wednesday when the 
competition starts,” she added.
	 According to Goodwin, while the snow 
provided by Grand Geneva is needed 
for the sculptures, it’s nice to have some 
natural snow covering the ground, as it 
gives the area “a cleaner palate to display 
and enjoy the sculptures.”

The competition
	 The sculptures, she explained, which 
are up to nine feet tall, are judged by a 
panel of judges comprised from the teams 
competing in the event.
	 “Then there is an additional judging 
called the People’s Choice where visitors 
vote for their favorite displays,” Goodwin 
said. “They vote by ballot from 10 a.m., 
Saturday, Feb. 3 through 3 p.m., Sunday, 
Feb. 4. Ballots are deposited at the Riviera 
or may be sent to ballot@riviera.com. 
Emailing ballots began during COVID 
when many viewed the displays online 
rather than gathering. It also allowed 
visitors in their (the sculptors’) home states 
the ability to vote.”
	 The snow sculpting begins on 
Wednesday, Jan. 31 and the teams can 
work on them until 1 p.m. Saturday. 
At that time, it is “all tools down” and 
judging commences. At 3 p.m., the awards 
ceremony is held inside the Riviera. 
	 The teams of snow sculptors come from 
several states. 
	 Last year’s championship team was from 
North Dakota, and they not only won the 
first place prize in the juried competition 
but also placed first in People’s Choice. The 
North Dakota team will return this year and 
attempt to earn the championship two years 
in succession.
	 Not surprisingly, the second-place 
team in 2023 was from the snowy state 
of Alaska, and they too will be returning 
to compete. The home state team from 
Wisconsin, who finished in third place last 
year, will also again be back to compete. 
	 In all there will be 15 teams competing, 
including one from Maine called the 
“Chickadees” – an all-female sculpture 
team who will create a sculpture paying 

homage to Artemis, the goddess of the 
moon and the first woman on the moon.
	 The Riviera will be open from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 3 and 
4 for visitors to stop in, warm up and enjoy 
some concessions. There will be several 

bands playing live music throughout the 
day for the enjoyment of the visitors.
	 The snow sculpting teams also team up 
with local children on some special projects 
while sharing their passion.
	 “On Thursday and Friday, we invite two 

above: Visitors to Winterfest enjoy a stroll down Main Street as they take in the Ice Sculpture Walk. This will be the 5th year it’s been part of the 
Winterfest event. top: The snow sculpting teams often work late into the night and, in the event of extremely cold temperatures, will work in shifts.

PHOTOS COURTESY VISIT LAKE GENEVA Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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Consignment &
Resale Shopping

Look Great 
Save Money

Think Green!

call Pete Hansen at 262-723-2250 or 
email phansen@standardpress.com

TO ADVERTISE ON THE CONSIGNMENT 
and RESALE SHOPPING PAGE...

finds
fabulous

240590

WE ARE BIGGER THAN YOU THINK!

Our items date from Civil War Era to today’s hottest 
collectibles & decorative items!

Open 7 Days a Week 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

On HWY 50, 1/2 mile West of McDonald’s in
Paddock Lake, 18 minutes east of Lake Geneva, WI

3
3

59
51

RememberThatAntiques.com

ANTIQUES • COLLECTIBLES
DECORATIVE ITEMS

10,000 SQ. FT.
100+ DEALERS

262-843-1786

ITEMS SO UNIQUE, YOU CAN DESIGN
A ROOM AROUND THEM

local schools to participate in the children’s 
sculpting program in Flat Iron Park. Here 
the children work with sculptors to create 
their own special snow sculpture displays,” 
Goodwin said.
	 The snow sculptures will remain on 
display until the warmth of the sun melts 
them. They are usually in good shape 
through the Monday after the competition, 
so many visitors stop by on the weekend 
so they can see the wintry creations once 
they’ve been completed by the snow 
sculpting artists.

Take a winter walk
	 For the last five years, in addition to 
the snow sculpting competition, there has 
been another featured display throughout 
downtown Lake Geneva during Winterfest. 
	 “On either side of Main Street there are 
ice sculptures in front of various businesses. 
There are 40-plus sculptures commissioned 

and created by Art Below Zero that will be 
on display,” Goodwin said. “The businesses 
along Main Street – along with the Lake 
Geneva Tourism Council – help with the 
cost of these sculptures.”
	 The ice sculptures have a very different 
look than the snow sculptures as snow 
and ice have different textures. The ice 
sculptures, though, will melt from the sun 
shining on them, and those on the side of 
the street where the sun hits longer tend to 
melt first. 
	 The ice sculptures will be in place along 
Main Street beginning Thursday, Feb. 1. 
The distance between the sculptures is 
easily walkable, and wandering throughout 
the downtown is doable even in the event 
the temperatures are cool as there are plenty 
of places to stop and warm up. 
	 For more about the Ice Sculpture Walk, 
see the related sidebar with locations 
coinciding with the accompanying map. 

The map can also be accessed online at 
visitlakegeneva.com.
	 Bonfires will be held on the beach on 
Friday and Saturday from 4 to 8 p.m. 
Gather around one of the bonfires and warm 
up with hot cocoa while making s’mores 
over the warm fire. As a bonus, fire arts 
performances will be happening as well.

Make a day of it
	 Many restaurants and pubs in Lake 
Geneva have specials in conjunction with 
Winterfest, but even those that don’t will 
offer a place for visitors to warm up and get 
some nourishment before heading back out 
to see more ice sculptures or head down to 
the beach for a bonfire.
	 Winterfest is a free event as there is no 
charge to enjoy the snow or ice sculptures. 
For those visiting from out of town, there 
are many hotels in the Lake Geneva area, 
including some in the downtown area 
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Ice Sculpture Walk
	 Downtown Lake Geneva’s annual Ice 
Sculpture Walk is set for Feb. 1-4, and will 
feature numerous artfully crafted, Insta-
worthy ice sculptures near entrances to 
businesses throughout the downtown 
district. 
	 The ice sculptures will be installed Feb. 
1 and remain on display as long as weather 
remains cold enough.
	 Share your favorite ice sculpture pics on 
Instagram and tag #winterfestlg.
	 The ice sculpture walk is sponsored by 
participating businesses and the City of Lake 
Geneva Tourism Council.
	 Below is a list of sculpture locations, 
coinciding with the numbers on the 
accompanying map.

1. 	 Lake Life Market, 607 W. Main St. 
2. 	 The Bottle Shop, 617 W. Main St.
3. 	 Maxwell Mansion, 685 W. Main St. 

(Starbucks) 
4. 	 Sabai Sabai, 306 Center St.
5. 	 Board & Brush Lake Geneva, 262 

Center St.
6. 	 Brick & Mortar Home & Outdoor,  

222 Center St. 
7. 	 Compass Real Estate - Donna 

Brongiel, 703 W. Main St. 
8. 	 Geneva Lakes Vacations, 703 Main St.
9. 	 Pink Moon Bay, 717 W. Main St. 

10. 	 Evr Drygds, 719 W. Main St.
11. 	 Marigold, 725 W. Main St. 
12. 	 Twelfth & Brown, 729 Main St.
13. 	 Edie Boutique, 737 W. Main St.
14. 	 JAYNE Boutique, 771 W. Main St. 
15. 	 The Olive Oil Shops, 221 Broad St. 
16. 	 Circa, 237 Broad St.
17. 	 Lake Geneva Spice Company,  

255 Broad St.

18. 	 Thumbs Up, 260 Broad St.
19. 	 Geneva Tap House, 252 Broad St. 
20. 	 Elemental Skin & Body Medical 

Aesthetics, 222 Broad St.
21. 	 Egg Harbor Café, 827 Main St.
22. 	 Paws for Treats, 851 W. Main St.
23. 	 Brick & Mortar Home, 832 Geneva St. 
24. 	 Delaney Street Mercantile,  

905 W. Main St.
25. 	 The Candle Mercantile,  

870 W. Main St.
26. 	 Market of Lake Geneva,  

830 W. Main St.
27. 	 Queen Bee Artisan Market,  

830 W. Main St. 
28. 	 Guac Star, 120 Broad St.
29. 	 REMAX Plaza, 101 Broad St.
30. 	 Hogs & Kisses, 149 Broad St.
31. 	 Kilwins, 772 Main St.
32. 	 Clearwater Outdoor, 744 W. Main St. 
33. 	 Sopra Bistro, 724 W. Main St. 
34. 	 Lake Geneva Harley-Davidson,  

704 W. Main St. 
35. 	 Magpie’s Den & Pen, 642 W. Main St.
36. 	 Lake Geneva Balloon Co., 642 W. 

Main St. (Magpie’s)
37. 	 Lake City Social, 111 Center St.
38. 	 Bella Vista Suites, 339 Wrigley Dr.
39. 	 Baker House, 327 Wrigley Dr.
40. 	 Harbor Shores on Lake Geneva, 300 

Wrigley Dr.
41. 	 VISIT Lake Geneva, 201 Wrigley Dr. 
42. 	 Lake Geneva Lodge, 201 Wrigley Dr. 

(Visitor Center) 
43. 	 Interstate Insurance Group, 811 

Wrigley Dr. (Popeye’s)
44. 	 Oakfire, 831 Wrigley Dr.
45. 	 Barrique Bistro & Wine Bar,  

835 Wrigley Dr.

adjacent to Flat Iron Park. 
	 For those spending a day or more in 
Lake Geneva for Winterfest, there are a 
variety of other activities offered. Visit the 
Geneva Lake Museum, enjoy some fun 
competition at Lake Geneva Axe Throwing 
or Lake Geneva Billiards, or book a group 
at the Lake Geneva Clue Room and work 
together to see if you can find a way to 
escape. 
 	 Those looking to spend more time 
outdoors can stop by Clear Water Outdoors 
and rent snowshoes for a winter walk in 
local parks, or visit Lake Geneva Zip Lines. 
On Saturday, Feb. 3, Grand Geneva will 
be hosting its Winter Carnival and has 
snow tubing as well as 20 ski runs on the 
Mountain Top. 
	 Whether it’s for a quick walk around 
Riviera Plaza to see the snow sculpting 
competition or following that up with a 
meal in a warm restaurant, the Ice Sculpture 
Walk and s’mores by a lakefront bonfire, 
Winterfest is family friendly and a great 
way to get outdoors and take in some fresh, 
wintry air.
	 For more information, stop by Visit 
Lake Geneva, 201 Wrigley Dr., call 
262-248-4416 or visit their website at 
visitlakegeneva.com. This time of year, the 
office is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., every day 
other than holidays.

 This ice sculpture of a woman in a dress 
holding a fan over her head, shows the detail 

in these creations. 
PHOTO COURTESY VISIT LAKE GENEVA Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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FIRST IN HOME MORTGAGES
NOW is the time to think “FIRST”... for your home mortgage refi nancing needs.

“FIRST CITIZENS” has attractive fi xed term 
rates. Call to see how low they really are! Low 
borrowing rates also mean it’s a good time to 
purchase a new home.

Think “FIRST”... for 
all your fi nancial needs.

WHITEWATER
WEST

1058 W. Main St.
P.O. Box 177

Whitewater, WI 53190
262/473-3666

MAIN
OFFICE

207 W. Main St.
P.O. Box 177

Whitewater, WI 53190
262/473-2112

EAST TROY 
OFFICE

2546 E. Main St
East Troy, WI 53120
262/642-2530
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FIRST IN HOME MORTGAGES
NOW is the time to think “FIRST” ... for your home mortgage refinancing needs

“FIRST CITIZENS” has attractive fixed term rates. Call 
to see how low they really are! Low borrowing rates 
also mean it’s a good time to purchase a new home.

Think “FIRST” ... for all your financial needs.
Mortgage Center is a service available online to apply for a mortgage loan safely and 

conveniently from home. Available on our website www.firstcitizensww.com under 
Electronic Services go to Online Mortgage Application.  

You can get current home loan rates and a personalized rate quote.

MAIN 
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207 W. Main Street
Whitewater, WI 53190

(262) 473-2112

EAST TROY 
OFFICE
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East Troy, WI 53120
(262) 642-2530

WHITEWATER 
WEST

1058 W. Main Street
Whitewater, WI 53190

(262) 473-3666

PALMYRA  
OFFICE

111 E. Main St.
Palmyra, WI 53156
(262) 495-2101
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Award Winning Culinary Staff 
Located on the shores of scenic Geneva Lake in Fontana,   

Abbey Springs offers the most unique and versatile setting for 

your indoor or outdoor wedding.  Rely on the expertise from 

our professional wedding coordinator and outstanding  

culinary staff to  manage everything, down to the last detail. 

Remarkable Lakefront Setting 

Abbey Springs    262.275.6113    abbeysprings.org 

32
63

89
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by Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

	 While a wedding can be one of the most 
exciting events to plan, it can also be one 
of the most difficult to organize. For many, 
where to begin – and when to start the 
planning process – are the first questions to 
be addressed. 
	 Once that engagement ring is on, it’s 
time for the couple to start planning their 
wedding. They may think they have ample 

time to begin the task, 
but if the big day 

will be within 
a year or a bit 

farther out, 
it’s not too 
early to start.
	 One 

of the first 
things to take 

care of is finding a venue. Other priorities 
needing to be considered are shopping 
for a wedding dress and tux; choosing 
outfits for the wedding party; deciding on 
flowers, decor, food, and cake, and ordering 
wedding invitations as well as thank you 
cards. Many couples also send out “save the 
date” cards as soon as they have chosen a 
wedding date. 
	 Then there is the photographer, 
photo booths if desired, and possibly 
videographers along with music for the 
ceremony – whether a band or a DJ. In 
other words, the to-do list is not for the 
faint-at-heart.
	 But let’s go back to the first order of 
business, the venue – especially important 
because it needs to be booked well in 
advance. Evergreen Golf Club in Elkhorn 
is the wedding venue of choice for many 
couples. 
	 “Most couples come in one to one and 

a half years before the wedding to reserve 
their date and make plans for the wedding,” 
said Lexi Simmons, Wedding Coordinator 
for Evergreen Golf Club. “While we may 
have some dates available closer, if you 
have your heart set on a certain date, it 
is best to come in as early as possible to 
reserve that date.”
	 While some couples have an idea of 
where they wish to hold their wedding 
and reception, for others finding the place 
that’s perfect for them is a challenging task. 
They need to begin by checking out area 
venues and deciding which ones would be 
appropriate for their wedding.
	 “Among the things the couple will want 
to share with the wedding coordinator when 
they make an appointment and come in for 
a visit are the size of the wedding, their 
approximate budget, and whether they plan 
to have the ceremony on site,” Simmons 
explained.

Winter
Bridal

Evergreen 
OFFERS WEDDING        OPTIONS GALORE

A couple kisses with the beauty of the room serving as an ideal backdrop.
PHOTO COURTESY EVERGREEN GOLF CLUB Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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A view, inside and out 
	 In the past, most weddings were held in churches, 
however, the trend now is that the wedding is held at the 
same place as the reception. Many venues chosen for 
weddings offer an outdoor site for the ceremony but also 
have an alternate, indoor space that can be used in case 
the weather doesn’t cooperate. 
	 “Here at Evergreen, we have a beautifully landscaped 
hillside complete with a waterfall and our beautiful 27-
hole golf course in the background,” Simmons said. 
“If the weather is inclement or if you prefer an indoor 
ceremony, it will be held indoors in front of the floor-
to-ceiling, Frank Lloyd Wright-style windows in the 
reception room with its 15-foot vaulted ceiling. The 
view is incredible, looking out on the hillside where the 
ceremony would have been held. In addition, no golfers 
will pass through this area while the ceremony is being 
held. They will be rerouted so as not to interfere with the 
wedding ceremony.”
	 According to Simmons, each meeting with a 
prospective couple is different. Some come in and have 
an exact idea of just how they want their wedding to look. 
They have already figured out the size of the wedding, 
the style and colors for the bridal party, as well as the 
reception.  They may have even decided the type of meal 
they hope to have served, either buffet style or plated, and 
what courses the meal will feature. 
	 But some couples have no idea what they want the 
wedding to look like, and that’s perfectly acceptable. 
During the initial meeting with Simmons, she said she’s 
happy to share ideas and learn what options are available 
for them. 
	 Over the last few years, wedding styles have varied, 
with some choosing to have a traditional, formal event 
with dinner and dancing, while others opt to make it 
a more casual event or follow a theme. Any of those 
options and more will work at Evergreen, as the couple 
can bring in whatever decorations will give the room the 
look that they desire.
	 There is ample time allowed for weddings to set up the 
decorations prior to the ceremony as well as time after the 
guests leave to remove them. 

Venue, menu upgrades
	 “This winter there have been changes made to add to 
the beauty of the reception space. A new floor has been 
laid in the bar room and the carpet in the reception room 
is being replaced to give the room a warmer and more up-
to-date look,” Simmons said. “The chef and I have also 
gone through the menu and have upgraded it, including 
adding some very elegant and tasty new items.”
	 Choosing the menu and type of dinner service for the 
event is often dependent on the budget and the number of 
guests who will be attending the wedding.
	 The room at Evergreen where receptions will be 
held is spacious with a high vaulted ceiling, which 
adds to the grandeur of the space. The style is a Frank 
Lloyd Wright design with massive windows. The 
walls have cherry stained panel accents, and the bar 
is in an adjoining room. The dance floor is spacious 
and portable, allowing for flexibility in size and shape 
depending on the setup for the event. Just outside the 
room is a beautiful patio with a cover overlooking the 

at right: With bunting on the ceiling, the reception room 
at Evergreen takes on a romantic look. top: The reception 

room at Evergreen can be changed to suit the wedding, from 
decorations and centerpieces to colors chosen as highlights.

PHOTOS COURTESY EVERGREEN GOLF CLUB Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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The Lake Area’s Premier Wedding Facility 
Evergreen Room - Evergreen Pavilion - Evergreen Golf Club 

Evergreen features exclusive wedding & banquet facilities for up to 250, 
an outdoor wedding area with waterfall backdrop, the outdoor 

Evergreen Pavilion and a wedding coordinator 
to assist you every step of the way. 

 

Allow us to unveil your remarkable wedding and 
lasting memories...within your budget! 
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Wisconsin Cheeses
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golf course where guests may mingle.
	 Evergreen has a bridal room – a special 
place for the bride to relax, refresh her hair 
and makeup prior to the wedding ceremony 
and as needed during the evening. The 
room remains locked during the reception 
with only the bride and groom having 
access in the event they need a break.

Food, room options
	 The banquet room at Evergreen will 
hold 220 guests for a buffet dinner or 
250 for a plated dinner, according to 
Simmons. 	
	 “We offer a variety of packages with 
many choices in foods. Prices vary with 
options. When we meet, we will go through 
the options to help you decide on the 
perfect dinner choices and appetizers for 
your wedding – one that suits your appetite 
and falls within your budget,” she said. 
	 Appetizers can be passed by a server 
– generally the hot items – or there are 
appetizer choices that are stationary for 
visitors to serve themselves. The stationary 
choices include vegetable or fruit trays, 
cheese and sausage, or shrimp cocktail, 
while passed items include rumaki, crab 
cakes, Hawaiian chicken skewers, Thai 
steak skewers, meatballs, or stuffed 
mushrooms.
	 While there are many choices to be made 
regarding the food, Simmons said those 
don’t need to be focused on immediately. 
However, the date does need to be reserved 
as soon as possible to secure the venue. 
	 All food and beverages are purchased 
through Evergreen with the exception of 
the wedding cake, which can be brought in 
from the bakery of the couple’s choosing.
	 The room setup for the reception is 
round tables that each hold eight guests, 
and there are a few tables that can be used 
for the wedding party or some of their 
immediate family members. The head table 
can include whomever the couple choose, 
and some prefer a table just for the two of 
them.
	 The bar is in an adjacent room, which 
gives more space for gathering in the main 
reception area. There is one bartender for 
each 75 guests.
	 Evergreen offers a trio of wedding 
packages with varying prices depending 

on what’s included, but 
they range from $73 to 

$111 per person 
and include 
a four-hour 
standard bar. 
Each package 

includes a 
variety of 

included options, 

which will be explained by Simmons 
during the initial meeting.
	 Many weddings now offer a late-night 
snack that can be purchased such as pizzas 
or a food bar featuring nachos, hot dogs, or 
sliders. Others might opt for a dessert table 
to be enjoyed later at night.

Support throughout
	 After the initial meeting, Simmons will 
provide the couple with a packet that lists 
all of the items included in the package 
options, items that can be added, and a 
list of the preferred vendors such as the 
officiant, photographer, florist, disc jockey, 
and shuttle services, if needed.  
	 As the wedding coordinator, Simmons’ 

goal is to be there for the couple, answer 
questions, and offer guidance as they 
decide what will make the day perfect for 
them. On the day of the big event, she will 
be there to see that everything goes as is 
planned.
	 Evergreen offers the elegance of a 
country club, including several scenic areas 
on the golf course that provide the perfect 
setting for photographs of the bride and 
groom, who are escorted to those areas via 
golf cart, along with their photographer.
	 Evergreen Golf Club is at N6246 
U.S. Highway 12, Elkhorn. For more 
information, contact Lexi Simmons, 
Wedding and Events Coordinator at 262-
741-6203 or weddings@evergreengolf.com.  

above: Tables decorated with napkins that compliment wedding colors and gold handled flatware to match the gold backed 
chairs deliver an elegant look. top: The outdoor site for a wedding ceremony at Evergreen Golf Club features a hill, beautiful 

landscaping and a waterfall, providing a picturesque background.
PHOTOS COURTESY EVERGREEN GOLF CLUB Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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B: Breakfast   L: Lunch   D: Dinner   NC: No credit cards accepted   $: Mostly under $10   $$: Mostly under $20   GF: Gluten free   
   $$$: Mostly under $30   FF: Fish Fry   (: Reservations requested     : Alcohol served   : Kids menu   SR: Senior menuKey

Dining Directory Call for Carry Out & Delivery Options

Information 
is subject to 

change. Please 
contact individual 

restaurant for 
more information.

1903 WEST BAR & GRILL • 121 S. Lake Ave., 
Twin Lakes, WI. 847-902-2817. A cozy fireplace for those 
cold nights. Comfortable gathering place with friends! 
Dine in or take out. Best burger in Twin Lakes. Excellent 
food. Fish fry Friday. Specialty drinks. L D, $$ 

THE GREEN GROCER AND DELI • 24 W. 
Geneva St., Williams Bay. 262-245-9077. www.
greengrocergenevalake.com Organic grocery 
store with a deli. Serving sandwiches made with 
Boars Head meat and cheese, homemade soups, 
salads and pizzas, wine, beer and cocktails. Dine 
in, Carryout or delivery. Open 7 days a week. L, D, 
$-$$ (

SPORTSMAN’S PUB & GRUB • 25313 W. 

Loomis Rd., Wind Lake, WI 53185. 262-895-1055. Join 

us Friday and Sunday FOR THE BEST PRIME RIB IN 

TOWN! $2.00 OFF Any prime rib dinner. L, D,  FF,  $$

INFINITY COFFEE & BEYOND • 133 E. 
Chestnut St., Burlington, WI. 262-716-0015. We are a 
cozy little cafe tucked in the loop in Burlington. We pride 
ourselves on serving Colectivo coffee along with the local 
Burlington Coffee Company. We also serve handmade 
pastries and scratch made lunches. L, B, C,

MICHAEL’S ON THE LAKE • 3101 Eagle Road, 
Kansasville, WI 53139. (262) 878-3313. A Wisconsin 
supper club on the shore of Eagle Lake. Known for 
our steaks, prime rib on Saturday night, fish fry on 
Wednesday and Friday, baby back ribs and our famous 
carrot cake. Visit www.michaelsonthelakeWI.com for our 
full menu. Open Wed. & Thurs. @ 3; Fri. & Sat. @ 11; 
Noon on Sunday. L, D, $$$, GF, FF,   SR (

LOCAL FOLKS RESTAURANT & PUB • 39601 
60th St. (Slades Corners), Burlington.  
262-539-3200. Open 6am every morning!  
B, L, D, $, FF, 

PINE STREET CAFE • 141 N. Pine St., Burlington, 
WI 53105. 262-763-9800. Homestyle food made from 
scratch daily using only the finest, freshest ingredients. 
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner. Fish Fry Every Friday. 
Sunday 6am - 3pm. Monday - Saturday 6am - 8pm. $$, 
B, L, D, FF, 

GINO’S EAST OF CHICAGO • 300 
Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva. 262-248-2525. www.
ginoseastlakegeneva.com. Chicago’s original 
deep dish pizza, Italian sandwiches, salads and 
entrees. L, D, $-$$

B&D’S VILLAGE INN • 34414 Geneva Rd., New 
Munster, WI. 262-537-4719. Open daily at 11 A.M. 
Serving Friday fish fry!

LUISA’S • Just off Hwy. 50, 12 mi. east of 
Lake Geneva. 262-537-4795. Superb Italian & 
American cuisine. Dine in, carry out, delivery, 
catering avail., call ahead & will have it hot ready 
to go. D, $$ 

449166

Staller
Estate
WINERY

W8896 County Hwy. A
Delavan, WI

(608) 883-2100
www.stallerestate.com

Bachelorette • Weddings • Engagements • Birthdays

OPEN
June-August: Daily 11 a.m.-6 p.m.;

September-May: Wed.-Sun. 11 a.m.-6p.m.

Enjoy a beautiful view
of the vineyardRELAX

in our gazebo and sunroom 
with some friends and a glass

of Award Winning
Staller Estate Wine

Picnic Out In
The 

Vineyard

• Wine Flights

• Bachelorette Parties

• Glass Painting Parties

• Special Packages

• Delicious Picnic
   Platters

• Wine & Chocolate
   Pairings

• Ultimate Wine Flights

• Charcuterie Boards

• Barrel Cellar Tastings

• NEW Bourbon
   Barrelaged Wines

Gift Giving
Made Easier

449472

Happy New Year!
2023
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W A T C H  &
J E W E L R Y

S E R V I C E S
Watch battery replacements
starting at just $5.99!

Expert jewelry repair, watch
repair, and appraisals.

We buy gold and diamonds
too! No appointment
necessary.

C U S T O M
E N G A G E M E N T

R I N G S
Stop in or text us a picture,
we can create any design!

Naturally-mined and lab
grown diamonds available.

We guarantee the lowest
diamond price on ½ carat
and larger stones!

V O T E D
W I S C O N S I N ' S
T O P  J E W E L E R !

Voted "Top Jeweler” by Journal
Sentinel readers the last 7 years!

Locally-owned and operated by
a Burlington team.

Committed to providing
exceptional customer care in a
friendly atmosphere. 

449471
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Wedding desserts 
vary from traditional 
cakes to small, 
casual options
by Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

 	 If there is a wedding in your future, 
choosing the wedding cake will be an 
important task on the list of things to do. 
Choosing the baker, flavor and style of 
cake, and the colors for frosting, flowers 
and other embellishments are all part of the 

process.
 	 The history of the wedding 

cake goes back as far as 
Ancient Rome. At that 

time, a cake of wheat or barley was 
broken over the bride’s head and was 
thought to signify good fortune for 
the newly married couple. By the 
Middle Ages, wedding cakes had 
progressed to fruitcakes, especially in 
Europe. Through the years, wedding 
cakes have continued to evolve. 
	 Since the 1900s in the United 
States, most wedding cakes were 
white cake, with decorative 
white frosting and several tiers. 
For a period of years, groom 
cakes were also popular and were 

Winter
Bridal

The          on top

top: Not every wedding has a big cake, such as the couple who opted for 
donuts and pastries with a small cake for the ceremonial cutting, all created by 

Bodi’s Bake Shop. at right: Pastries by Chad created this cake, featuring 4 tiers, 
smooth frosting, and blue flowers to compliment the colors the bridal party wore.

PHOTO COURTESY PASTRIES BY CHAD Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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162158

Planning an 
Outdoor Reception?

We’ll provide the comfort and  
reassurance your guests deserve!

 Portable Restroom & Sink 
Rental for Any Occasion

 Holding Tank Pumping
 Septic Tank Cleaning
 Prompt, Professional 

Service

38331 60th St., Burlington, Wis.

Call (262) 537-4988
www.patsservice.com

Stowell’s Catering Service
W1127 Spring Prairie Rd., Burlington, WI 53105

             (262) 763-8316• (800) 640-5703
www.stowellscatering.com

        Memories 
    To Savor!

We’ll make it an affair to remember!
Catering for all occasions to your order. Call for all the facts.

231551
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& Highlands

Active Senior Living 55+

Arbor Village
& Village Glen
Assisted Living and
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often whimsical in the shape of something 
important to the groom such as a car or 
truck. The tradition of the groom cakes did 
not last long, but the multi-tiered wedding 
cakes survived and were usually the 
centerpiece at the reception with a plastic 
couple on top. 
	 The cutting of the cake was the last 
formal event to be performed by the couple 
before enjoying dancing and socializing 
with friends and family.
	 Today, choosing a wedding cake is much 
more complex. Many weddings bypass the 
traditional route and are choosing cupcakes, 
pastries, and yes, even donuts in its place. 
	 There are many fine bakery chefs in the 
area who create cakes and other desserts 
for weddings, including Bodi’s Bake Shop 
in Twin Lakes and Pastries by Chad in 
Elkhorn.

Bodi’s Bake Shop 

	 Bodi’s Bakery is well known for its 
delicious donuts and custom designed cakes 
for special occasions, such as birthdays, 
graduations, and especially weddings. 
	 “I began baking special cakes, working 
out of a commercial kitchen in Andre’s 
Steak House in Richmond, Illinois in 
1997. I began baking a few cakes a week 
for special occasions, and as people 
enjoyed them, more were ordered each 
week, changing the baking from a small 
hobby to a full-time job,” owner Jane Bodi 

explained. 
	 “When this space in Twin Lakes opened 
up, I was in need of more kitchen space, so 
I knew we had found a permanent home for 
the bakery,” she added. 
	 Wedding cakes became a specialty, and 
Bodi said it was not long before her cake 
creations were found at many of the local 
wedding venues.
	 “We create cakes for weddings at Lake 
Lawn in Delavan, Celebrations on Wells 
in Lake Geneva, Geneva National, Twin 
Lakes Country Club, and the Country Club 
at Nippersink,” Bodi said. “We will deliver 
to most venues in the southern Wisconsin 
and northern Illinois area.”
	 While Bodi began with cakes, when 
donuts became popular, she added those to 
her menu. 
	 “We are known for our donuts, which 
are hand rolled the old-fashioned way,” she 
said.
	 Bodi’s Bake Shop is open 6 a.m. to 
3 p.m., Tuesday through Sunday, and 
welcomes early morning visitors who 
stop in to purchase donuts or a breakfast 
sandwich. 
	 Throughout the day, customers stop by 
for sandwiches or soup to either eat in or 
take out, as well as a variety of cookies and 
pastries to enjoy.
	 Because of the work and time involved 
in creating one-of-a-kind wedding cakes, 
Bodi said there’s a limit to how many she 

can do any given week, so she recommends 
the couple call as soon as they have a firm 
wedding date and venue arranged.
	 “Creating a wedding cake takes several 
days. The first day the layers are baked, the 
second day the fillings are added and on the 
third day the cake is decorated. Then the 
cake has to be packed to safely move it to 
the reception venue,” she explained. 
	 If Bodi has the date they desire available, 
the next step is to make an appointment 
to talk about the cake and decide what the 
couple wants. 
	 Gone are the days when all wedding 
cakes were white cake with white frosting, 
usually three to four tiers high, with a 
traditional bride and groom on the top. 
Some wedding cakes are still traditional, 
but not very often, according to Bodi. 
	 “We make an appointment for them to 
come in at least three months in advance 
and share their dreams of the perfect cake. 
Today each cake is unique. I have seven 
flavors of cake, 10 different fillings, and 
three icings to create the cake of their 
dreams,” Bodi. “We talk about their cake 
and have a tasting of some of the choices. I 
use a lot of butter cream icing, not fondant.”
	 Flowers are one of the most popular 
cake decorations, often in the bride’s 
favorite color and perhaps the color worn 
by members of the bridal party or similar to 
her bridal bouquet.
	 Bodi said not all couples have a big 
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wedding cake. 
	 “Some prefer a donut tower – something 
we are very well known for producing,” 
she said. “Or they may want a display of 
cookies and donuts, with just a small cake 
for the cutting ceremony and pictures.”
	 Regardless of which option is chosen, 
Bodi is ready to do her part in making sure 
dessert is the “icing on the cake,” so to 
speak, for the couple 
	 Bodi’s Bake Shop is at 306 E. Main St., 
Twin Lakes. For more information, call 
262-871-8090 or visit them on Facebook.

Pastries by Chad
	 Pastries by Chad is owned by Chef Chad 
Visger who studied culinary at Johnson & 
Wales University in Denver, Colorado. 
	 After several years of working in the 
field, he moved to Chicago and worked in 
a high-end French Patisserie, where he also 
learned to embrace the artistic side of baked 
goods.
	 Upon moving to Wisconsin, he 
concentrated on pastries, and was recently 

honored as the best bakery and the best 
dessert in Walworth County.
	 Visger began his business by renting 
a commercial kitchen from a restaurant, 
but when the space in Elkhorn became 
available, he said he knew it was time to 
open his own bakery. 
	 He began working on the bakery space 
in June 2023 and opened the first weekend 
in September with a full bakery line. It’s 
run by Visger and his family – including his 
wife Samantha, his brother, and his sister-
in-law.  
	 All along, he’s continued to create 
wedding cakes and other special desserts 
for weddings. Visger said creating a 
wedding cake is a tall order but using the 
right ingredients is one of the keys to make 
sure the end result is everything it should 
be. 
	 “Weddings are a special time, and the 
wedding cake needs to not only look good, 
it has to taste good. To be certain that our 
cakes both look and taste good, we use the 
best quality ingredients,” Visger said.
	 He said the wedding cakes of our parents 

are not the wedding cakes enjoyed today. 
The traditional cake that was popular for 
many years is no longer the most requested 
cake. 
	 “In the past four years, the traditional 
large cake is a dying breed. Today’s bridal 
couples are not as enamored with a big cake 
as those over the age of 50. Older folks 
seem to love cake,” Visger said. 
	 “Today’s wedding cake is smaller and 
often only two tiers instead of the three or 
four that were popular in the past. Or they 
have a tiered cake but only the top layer is 
real. It still has the look for pictures and the 
cutting,” he added.
	 He said many of his wedding cake 
customers opt for a smaller cake along with 
a variety of petit fours.
	  Visger said the variety of petit fours are 
often preferred for guests. They are more 
extravagant sweets, appeal to a variety of 
tastes, and with many options to choose 
from, there is something to enjoy for 
everyone.
	 He said the finishing touches on 
wedding cakes have also changed. They are 

left: This 4-tier wedding cake, done by Chad Visgers, is a modern version of the traditional wedding cake. It has smooth icing, greenery 
decorations and features the newly-married couple’s name on top. 

PHOTO COURTESY PASTRIES BY CHAD Spirit of Geneva Lakes

right: Elegantly dressed with flowers is this more traditional 3-tier wedding cake created by Jane Bodi.
PHOTO COURTESY BODI’S BAKE SHOP Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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decorated with a much cleaner look, and 
instead of massive amounts of frosting, they 
are often smooth with pops of color, fresh 
flowers, or gold, silver or bronze accents. 
Toppers are often the last name or a symbol 
important to the couple.
	 Some of the decisions for couples are a 
result of the budget for the wedding.
	 “In an effort to save money on the cake, 
couples may order a small cake and then a 
sheet cake to be served,” Visger explained. 
“There used to be a time when groom’s 
cakes were popular. They were often in the 
shape of a car, boat or football. Today, they 
are rarely seen.”
	 Couples interested in seeing what 
Pastries by Chad can do for their wedding 
are encouraged to reach out and set 
up a time to meet with Visger for a 
complimentary wedding tasting.
	 “We will have you choose four different 
petit fours and up to three cake flavors. 
We will discuss cake and frosting colors 
and special flavors,” he said. “We will also 
discuss other options such as a donut wall 
or cookies to take home. The petit fours are 
made in a variety of flavors, including apple 
pie, key lime pie, or the flavors of your 
choice.”
	 In addition to wedding cakes and 
desserts, Pastries by Chad has a variety 
of fresh bakery items, including breads, 
donuts, crescents and pies. Make this the 
bakery not only for your special cakes, but 
also for your everyday bakery treats.
	 Pastries by Chad is at 29 N. Wisconsin 
St., Elkhorn. For more information, 
call 262-379-1187, go to the website, 
pastriesbychad.com or follow them on 
Facebook.

above: Chef Chad Visger (right) and Ryan Burnes stand in front of the 75-year-old baking oven 
still in use today to create a variety of baked goods. top: Jane Bodi, owner of Bodi’s Bakery is 

known for her wedding cakes, old-fashioned donuts and cupcakes.
SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes

at left: This individual key lime pie pastry is a favorite mini dessert served at weddings in place 
of a traditional wedding cake, according to Visgers, who owns Pastries by Chad.
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Ray Alberth, Owner Free Estimates!

PROFESSIONAL. HONEST. VALUE. 

Service on all brands 24/7
100% Service Guarantee

• RESIDENTIAL

Replacement • Remodel  
New Construction

• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

990 Koopman Lane, Elkhorn  |  262-723-4955  | www.WestennHeatandAir.com
412111

262.248.2525
DELIVERY OR PICK UP

GINOSEASTLAKEGENEVA.COM

Rehearsal dinners-
Great catering menu

Private space up to 80 people or up to 
60 people in bar area (if available)

Chuck's Lakeshore Inn, The Riviera, 
Lake Geneva Cruise Line, Horticultural  Hall and many other local venues.

Late Night Pizza and Wedding Day 
Lunch delivery

Incredible lake views

Catering 
for all occasions

300 Wrigley Drive
100 yards east of Riviera Docks, Lake Geneva WI 53147

449857
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A time for 
flowers and 

jewelry
by Sandra Landen Machaj

CORRESPONDENT

	 With Valentine’s Day just around 
the corner, love is in the air – or will be 
soon. Red and pink hearts decorate store 
windows, chocolates are found in heart 
shaped boxes, and floral displays featuring 
red roses are available in abundance at 
floral shops and beyond. Jewelry stores 
sparkle with special items for the special 
someone, and there are now Valentine’s 
Day cards for nearly everyone from lovers 
and spouses to friends and other family 
members. 
	 According to the Wisconsin Historical 
Society, handmade valentines – generally 
just written notes – most likely began in the 
United States in the 1700s. In 1847, Esther 
Howland – who is known as the Mother 
of the American Valentine – received an 
elaborate valentine from England and 
was inspired to create her own valentines. 
She convinced her father, who at the time 
owned the largest book and stationary store 
in Worcester, Massachusetts, to order paper 
lace and supplies from England and New 
York so she could create them. 
	 Howland hoped to sell $200 worth of 
cards. Her brother took samples of them 
when he went on his next sales trip and 
came back with $5,000 worth of orders, far 
exceeding her expectations. 
	 Valentine’s cards are created by a variety 
of companies today. Howland’s company 
did so until 1942, when the cards were 
discontinued due to the paper shortage 
during World War II.
	 We continue to send cards and give gifts 
to those we love for Valentine’s Day. The 
most popular gifts are candy – especially 
fine chocolates, flowers and jewelry. There 
are even chocolates made in the shape of a 
rose and wrapped in foil paper to look like a 
long-stemmed version. 
	 If you haven’t purchased your 

Valentine’s Day: 

above: With a 
large variety of 

flowers, Wishing 
Well in Elkhorn 
can create the 

perfect bouquet 
for everyone on 

your list. at left: 
If shopping for 

an engagement 
ring for Valentine’s 
Day, choose from 
a wide variety at 

Beall’s in Delavan. 
Many also have 

matching wedding 
bands available.

SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ 
Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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Do you enjoy reading this publication?
We sure enjoy bringing it to you. To those readers who have sent a donation to help 
underwrite the increasing costs of producing The Spirit of Geneva Lakes magazine, 
We Thank You! For those who haven’t but would like to help assure future editions, 
please send a donation in any amount to:

IF YOU THINK THE SPIRIT IS WORTH:
$1.50 an issue - $18 covers a year
$1 an issue - $12 covers a year
BUT, ANY AMOUNT IS APPRECIATED! 1102 ANN STREET, DELAVAN, WI 53115

You won’t get a tote bag, T-shirt, coffee mug or CD of Elvis Presley’s Greatest Hits. But you will 
get the satisfaction of knowing that you have helped to support your favorite local magazine. 388406

433444

Quality - Value - Service - Satisfaction

**SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

We’re Flooring Experts
You Can Trust!

Family-Owned & Operated
Proudly serving Kenosha County and surrounding areas since 1997

(262) 883-9494 • 1241 22nd Ave., Kenosha
carpetsplusoutlet .com

Carpet • Hardwood • Vinyl • Ceramic Tile
LVP/LVT • Carpet Remnants • Custom Rugs

Window Treatments
Interest Free Financing**

Professional Installation

Valentine’s Day gifts yet, it’s time to do so, and here are two area 
shops that can make the task easier.

Beall Jewelers
 	 If you’re looking for the perfect gift for the love of your life, 
head to Beall Jewelers in Delavan.
	 Jim Beall opened Beall Jewelers in 1980, and shoppers have 
found it to be a great place to find good quality jewelry. Today, Jim 
continues to run the store with his sons, Chris and Dave, and his 
daughter-in-law, Chelsea. 
	 They offer a wide variety of jewelry including silver, white 
gold, yellow gold, and rose gold items, as well as quality 
diamonds. Clock repairs are also available. 
	 When shopping for a Valentine’s Day gift, your budget may 
determine which items to consider.
	 “Shopping for Valentine’s Day is a busy time here in the store,” 
Chelsea Beall said. “From Christmas to Valentine’s Day is a 
big time for the purchase of engagement rings, along with other 
jewelry items for gifts. For many years, white gold has been the 
choice for jewelry, but that is starting to change as yellow gold is 
again becoming the color requested.”
	 The days when one went into a jewelry store and purchased 
whatever diamond ring was available are, for the most part, in the 
past. There are several choices, and the couple can now pick out a 
setting and the stone that they would like to have put in. Diamonds 

from the left: Chelsea Beall, Dave Beall, and store owner Jim Beall 
are ready to help customers select the perfect gift for their Valentine.

SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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come in a variety of shapes to make the ring 
unique, and some are set with small colored 
jewels, such as sapphires, on the side.
	 The size, shape, cut and quality of the 
stone will be chosen, and the jeweler will 
then set it in the ring. 
	 “Another decision that has to be made is 
whether they want a natural or lab created 
diamond. Both are real diamonds, but there 
is a difference in their origins – created 
in the ground by nature or in the lab by 
humans. Both are genetically the same, but 
the cost of a lab created diamond is much 
less,” Chelsea explained.
	 But it’s not only engagement rings that 
bring in shoppers for Valentine’s gifts. 
According to Chelsea, diamond stud 
earrings are also a very popular gift. They 
can be worn every day and go with casual 
dress or a fancy outfit for a big night out. 
	 “They come in a variety of sizes from 
¼-carat to as large as 1-2 carats. These, too, 
can be purchased as natural diamonds or lab 
created,” she said. “It’s a question of taste. 
Some will only be pleased with a natural 
diamond while others are content with the 
lab created diamond.” 
	 Other popular Valentine’s gifts – ideal 
for those not quite ready for an engagement 
ring – are a heart shaped pendant or locket. 
They’re still symbolic of Valentine’s Day 
and can be found in white or yellow gold or 
silver. 
	 “It isn’t only men who come in and shop 
for gifts for their wives or girlfriends,” 
Chelsea said. “Women often come in to find 
a gift for their boyfriends or husbands. Gold 
chains are popular for both men and women, 
with heavier ones usually worn by men.”
	 Whatever kind of jewelry you might 
be seeking for Valentine’s Day, Beall’s is 
one of the jewelry stores in the area worth 
visiting.
	 If you are looking for a gift for your 
valentine, stop in at Beall Jewelers is at 
305 E. Walworth St., Delavan. For more 
information, call 262-728-8577 or visit the 
website, bealljewelers.com. Store hours are 
Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m., Friday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Saturday, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. They are closed on Sunday. 

Wishing Well Florist
	 Jerry Rahn, owner of Wishing Well 
Florist in Elkhorn, said Valentine’s Day is 
one of the busiest days for florists, as many 
people purchase flowers as a traditional gift 
for those they love. 
	 “Christmas is the busiest month for 
flowers, while Valentine’s Day is the busiest 
day, and Mother’s Day is our busiest 
week. It seems that on Valentine’s Day it’s 
important that they arrive on that day,” 
Rahn said.
	 Flowers are always a welcome gift, and 
what better way to say “I love you” than 
with a beautiful bouquet of flowers. And 
because it’s Valentine’s Day, that bouquet is 
very likely to be roses, probably red roses. 

	 Why red roses? 
	 Because they are said to be a way 
of telling someone that you love them. 
Although roses are available in a variety 
of colors – including white, yellow, pink, 
peach, and lavender – on Valentine’s Day, 
red roses are often the first choice.
	 With proper care, roses should last for 
five to seven days. Rahn said the yellow 
ones tend to last the longest. When you 
bring flowers home from the florist, their 
stems will have been cut and they will have 
been placed in water with plant food. 
	 Once you have them home, change the 
water every few days, re-cut the stems, and 
add fresh plant food, he said. Also take time 
to mist the blossoms to be sure they have 
enough moisture, and keep the flowers in a 
cool place.
	 “For Valentine’s Day, we usually use 

about 1,000 roses,” Rahn said.
	 Wishing Well Florist also carries 
Valentine’s Day arrangements that feature 
a variety of flowers. These bouquets may 
contain mums, daisies, carnations, and 
baby’s breath, or other varieties. They 
often have roses – either red or one of the 
beautiful pastel colors available – included 
in the arrangement.  
	 All the arrangements available at 
Wishing Well are made in house from fresh 
flowers. They will work with customers to 
create an arrangement that will please them 
and the recipient. 
	 The flowers are purchased from markets 
in Milwaukee or Wausau. While they 
purchase theirs locally, roses are grown 
all over the world, in places such as South 
America and Holland. 
	 While you may have heard the saying 

left: A variety 
of heart shaped 
pendants with 
diamonds are 
available at 
Beall’s. top: 

Diamond 
stud earrings 
are always a 
welcome gift, 
including on 

Valentine’s Day, 
and come in a 
variety of sizes.

SANDRA 
LANDEN MACHAJ 
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449494

1389 West Main Street
Whitewater, WI 53190

1421 West Main Street
Whitewater, WI 53190

BURTNESS

262-473-2522  •  262-473-3072  •  www.driveburtness.com

OPEN 
FOR  ALL 

YOUR VEHICLE 
NEEDS!

WHEN THE PRODUCTS ARE SIMILAR IT’S THE DEALER THAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

449492

JERRY KROUPA
View my properties at www.lakehomeswi.net

OFFICE AT 102 N. WISCONSIN ST., ELKHORN

262-949-3618

N7626 Pleasant Point Circle, Elkhorn - 50’ of level Mill Lake sand frontage with extended lake views compliments 
this 3BR, 2BA ranch with walk-out to covered cement patio. Inside you’re welcomed by the lake as you walk into 
the foyer/kitchen, large living room with two sliders. Natural sunlight fills the room. Bedroom, office area and full 
bath complete the main level. Lower-level family room with brick fireplace and sliding glass door that leads you 
to the cement patio and level lakefront yard and pier. On LL you’ll find two bedrooms, 2nd kitchen, full bath and 
laundry room. Come make this home yours and create lasting memories. Easy access off Hwy 12/67, short walk 
to Lauderdale Golf Course and minutes to Kettle Moraine Trail system. The ability for a quick close! $1,099,000

W4910 Oakwood Dr, Elkhorn - Rare opportunity to own a private 1.5 acres with 
99’ of frontage on Pleasant Lake. You’ll enjoy the main level with vaulted ceilings and 
hickory flooring. Living room has a stone fireplace, galley Ktch that leads to lakeside 
dining room with slider to deck, offering outstanding lake views. Also included on the 
main, there’s a large Primary BR, 2nd BR and full bath. Lower-level Family room walk-
out to cement patio. Family room features wood fireplace, 3rd BR, full bath, laundry 
room & storage. Slight slope leads you to the L shape pier. Backside of the lot is level 
and open. Short drive to Kettle Moraine Trail head offering Mountain Biking, Hiking and 
Cross Country Skiing. Minutes to a boat launch on Lauderdale Lakes. Quiet Pleasant 
Lake road is great for long walks. Come take a look! $749,900

JUST LISTED

PLEASANT LAKE

W5361 Lost Nation, Elkhorn - You’re welcomed to the lake as you walk in with extended 
southern views of Mill Lake with 50’ of frontage. Updated 3 BR, 3.5 BA makes this an ideal 
lake retreat. Open concept main floor featuring LR, Sunroom, Full bath and kitchen with quartz 
tops, SS appliances, breakfast bar and coffee bar with wine fridge, grilling deck, dining area & 
wood floors throughout. Upstairs features two lakeside bedrooms, one with powder room, full 
bath and game area. Lower level walk-out with lakeside bedroom and full shared bath, laundry 
and small rec area with slider to lakeside deck that leads to firepit and pier. 1.5 detached 
garage across the street with wooded area behind. Dive off the pier into some of the best 
swimming on the lake. Turn-key furniture package included and quick closing. $1,549,700

Lts26-29 N Lakeshore Circ, Elkhorn - Located on a waterfront island 
w/ a total of 330’ of frontage (95’ of southern exposure on one side of the 
island & 236’ of northern exposure on the other side) on beautiful, quiet, 
& peaceful North Lake, you’ll find this 0.672 acre parcel w/ a gradual 
slope to the water. Build the lakefront home you’ve been waiting for on 
this exceptional piece of paradise offering extended water views, sunrises, 
& sunsets. The property includes a cordwood fence, hosta-lined trails, 
fruit trees, mature oaks & maples, native plants & perennials. $139,900

N7461 Woods Ln, Elkhorn - Located across the street from Bubbling 
Springs and the boat launch you’ll find this 3 Bdrm, 1.5 bath ranch on wooded 
lot with view of a pond. Inside features vaulted ceilings throughout the main 
level. Kitchen with large dining room, Living room with sliding glass door to 
deck, hardwood floors & woodburning stove. 2 of the 3 bedrooms offer wood 
flooring. Walkout unfinished Rec Room basement with ½ bath & laundry. 
2 car detached garage. New Pella windows installed last year. Access to 
Pleasant Lake Beach & short drive to Kettle Moraine Trail system. $299,700

NEW PRICE
LAKE ACCESS

LAKEFRONT LOT
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“Stop and smell the roses,” in reality, 
roses – especially red ones – have very 
little, if any, scent. That’s because roses 
usually have thorns, and most people do not 
appreciate getting stuck with the thorns, so 
they are removed. According to Rahn, once 
you remove the thorns, the flowers lose 
some of their scent.
	 To keep up to date on current trends in 
floral arranging, Jerry and his sister, Kathy 
– who helps run the shop – frequently go 
to floral shows to learn new techniques and 
to see the new colors and flowers that are 

available and popular.
	 Rahn opened Wishing Well 42 years ago 
and has seen it grow throughout the years. 
	 “I saw a need for a floral shop in 
Elkhorn, so I opened one. After six years, 
it was obvious that we needed more space, 
so we moved to our present location in 
downtown,” Rahn explained. “My sister, 
Kathy, came to help me in the beginning, 
and now 42 years later, she is still here 
working with me every day.” 
	 Over the years, the shop has continued 
to be a success, likely because customers 

are pleased with the quality and style of the 
flowers they purchase from Wishing Well. 
	 The flower shop offers local delivery, 
though their items are also delivered out of 
the area, through Teleflora.
	 Wishing Well Florists is at 26 S. 
Wisconsin St., Elkhorn. For more 
information, call 262-723-6677, visit the 
website, flowerswishingwell.com or follow 
them on Facebook. The shop is open 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. They are 
closed on Sunday. 

top: Wishing Well Florist owner Jerry Rahn 
and his sister, Kathy, display one of their 

arrangements that would make a beautiful 
Valentine’s gift. at right: Roses arrive at 

the floral shop in boxes of 12 and there are 
a variety of colors available, sure to please 
whoever the recipient will be. above: The 
Wishing Well Florist, in downtown Elkhorn 

has been a place to go for fresh 
flower arrangements for 42 years. 
SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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CALL TO LEARN ABOUT OUR DISCOUNT CLUB
MAINTENANCE PACKAGES STARTING AT $225

847-215-9880
www.commandservice.com

10 YEAR
parts and labor
warranty with 

purchase of
trane full system

UP TO
$2,000

tax credit on new
trane heat pump

hvac system

UP TO
$2,000

comed rebate on 
new trane heat pump

hvac system

UP TO
$1,000 OFF

high efficiency
boiler

UP TO

$3,000
in rebates

and
tax credits

on
mitsubishi
mini split
systems

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • ALL MAJOR APPLIANCES & MORE
“Your Complete Service Company Since 1970”

Offer expires 2/29/24

Earn Up To $100K!$
Top Drivers Can 

TRUCK DRIVERS
• Home most nights/every weekend

• Paid health benefits • Competitive Hourly Wages
• Time & 1/2 over 40 hours • 401(k) w/contribution
• Drive newer equipment • Paid vacations/holidays

• Paid life/disability
• Must have a Class A CDL and pass medical/drug screen

Go to:
www.vetstruck.com
for applications262-539-4460

Veteran’s Truck Line INC.
in Burlington, Wis is now accepting applications for:

Top Drivers Can 
Earn Up To $100K!

433770

Visit us at
www.ambroofing.com

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
Shingle Roofs • Metal Roofing

Flat Roofs •  Metal Siding
Gutters • Repairs

Building Relationships One Roof At A Time

43
58

72

FREE ESTIMATES
(815) 385-2621

We Now Offer Financing!
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Policyholders who work with a mutual insurance company have a shared purpose: 

getting the best coverage and protection available.  And mutual insurance delivers 

because mutuals serve policyholders, not shareholders.  Our decisions are always 

based on what’s best for you.  Plus local agents offer customized solutions for all 
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Sugar Creek Mutual Insurance Company
Elkhorn  262-723-3244

Banco Insurance Agency
Palmyra  262-495-2118
Whitewater  262-473-7334

Breck Ward
Elkhorn  262-215-5633

Patricia Lauderdale
Elkhorn  262-742-3818

Daniels Insurance Agency
Burlington  262-537-2677

Grams Insurance Agency
Edgerton  608-884-3304
Evansville  608-882-6515

Schaal Agency LLC
Waterford  262-534-7801



efg fh ery

Policyholders who work with a mutual insurance company have a shared purpose: 

getting the best coverage and protection available.  And mutual insurance delivers 

because mutuals serve policyholders, not shareholders.  Our decisions are always 

based on what’s best for you.  Plus local agents offer customized solutions for all 

your insurance needs.  Find out how mutual insurance can work for you.

Member of the National Association 
of Mutual Insurance Companies

“SHARED PURPOSE. MUTUAL VALUES”TM is a registered trademark of 
the National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies. All rights reserved.  
© 2012 National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies.

“I choose mutual insurance
because i know we’re

in this together.”
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                            Sugar Creek Mutual Insurance Company
                                                             
                                                                                www.sugarcreekmutual.com
  
 
                                                                             262.723.3244 

SHARED PURPOSE. MUTUAL VALUES.TM


efg fh ery

Policyholders who work with a mutual insurance company have a shared purpose: 

getting the best coverage and protection available.  And mutual insurance delivers 

because mutuals serve policyholders, not shareholders.  Our decisions are always 

based on what’s best for you.  Plus local agents offer customized solutions for all 

your insurance needs.  Find out how mutual insurance can work for you.

Member of the National Association 
of Mutual Insurance Companies

“SHARED PURPOSE. MUTUAL VALUES”TM is a registered trademark of 
the National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies. All rights reserved.  
© 2012 National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies.

“I choose mutual insurance
because i know we’re

in this together.”
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                            Sugar Creek Mutual Insurance Company
                                                             
                                                                                www.sugarcreekmutual.com
  
 
                                                                             262.723.3244 

SHARED PURPOSE. MUTUAL VALUES.TM

efg fh ery

Policyholders who work with a mutual insurance company have a shared purpose: 

getting the best coverage and protection available.  And mutual insurance delivers 

because mutuals serve policyholders, not shareholders.  Our decisions are always 

based on what’s best for you.  Plus local agents offer customized solutions for all 

your insurance needs.  Find out how mutual insurance can work for you.

Member of the National Association 
of Mutual Insurance Companies

“SHARED PURPOSE. MUTUAL VALUES”TM is a registered trademark of 
the National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies. All rights reserved.  
© 2012 National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies.

“I choose mutual insurance
because i know we’re

in this together.”
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                            Sugar Creek Mutual Insurance Company
                                                             
                                                                                www.sugarcreekmutual.com
  
 
                                                                             262.723.3244 

SHARED PURPOSE. MUTUAL VALUES.TM

424723



McHENRY
3710 West Elm St.

815.578.8375

CRYSTAL LAKE
5150 North West Hwy

815.455.2570

LAKE GENEVA
2462 Hwy 120
 262.249.0420

verlo.com
800.224.VERLO

More than 20 Single and Double-Sided Models to Choose From.
FINANCING AVAILABLE  See store for details.

v1 FIRM 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

$599
TWIN $449   FULL $549   KING$799

v3 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

$899
TWIN $649   FULL $799   KING$1149

*On set purchase with factory select covers. Not applicable on previous purchases. One 
coupon per set purchase. See store for details.

SAVE UP TO

$150
v5 Set Purchase*

OFF

SAVE UP TO

$200
v7 Set Purchase*

OFF

v5 FIRM 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

$1249
TWIN $899   FULL $1149   KING$1599

v7 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

$1599
TWIN $1199   FULL $1499   KING$2099

SAVE UP TO

$250
v9 Set Purchase*

OFF

SAVE UP TO

$300
v11 Set Purchase*

OFF

Only Verlo guarantees you’ll be comfortable
for the lifetime of your mattress.

Since we build your mattress in our local factory, we can
easily adjust it for you throughout the years. A little softer here...

a little firmer there. With Verlo’s Lifetime Comfort Guarantee,
you can just get comfortable – and stay comfortable.

Built locally just for you.
SLEEP.
LOUNGE.
WHATEVER.
BETTER.

*with Verlo Mattress purchase. Does not apply to previous purchases. See store for details.

$399Adjustable
Bed Bases*

Twin XL Starting @

Thank You
for continuously voting us

One of the Best Mattress Stores


           takes

pride in building your 
mattress in our

LOCAL MATTRESS 
FACTORY, located right 

in our store.

This CUTS OUT
THE MIDDLEMAN

to keep prices 
affordable for you.

RVs, Campers, Boats
& So Much More!

CUSTOM
MATTRESSES 

Available in innerspring & foam mattresses.

406333


