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Scarpelli honored for over 20 years of support
of Antioch’s ‘Shop with a Cop’ annual event

Antioch PD and Raymond Chevrolet-Kia team up to provide gifts for 50 local children and their famllles this year

Roughly 50 children had
a brighter holiday season this
year thanks to the efforts of
the Village of Antioch Police
Department and Raymond
Chevrolet and Raymon Kia.
The annual “Shop with a
Cop” event held in mid De-
cember helped provide gifts
for participating children and
dinner for their families. The
Antioch Police Department’s
“Shop with a Cop” program
started over 20 years ago
with the support of Raymond
Chevrolet and Raymond Kia.

Each year, the Antioch
Police Department works
with local Antioch schools to
identify needful families with
children between the ages of
five and twelve years old. In
December, 50 children from
about 30 different families
were invited to participate.
The children enjoyed a pizza
party with pizza courtesy of
Johnny’s Snack Shop, a visit
from “Skates”, the team mas-
cot of the Chicago Wolves,
and a very special visit with
Santa Claus in the showroom
of the Raymond Chevy/Kia
dealership. Also, as in years

past, Raymond Chevrolet
and Raymond Kia employees
drew a participating child’s
name and bought a gift for
that child, which Santa gave
them. After the party at the
dealership, the families were
escorted to Walmart to “Shop
with a Cop”.

During the festivities at the
dealership this year, Antioch
Mayor Scott Gartner and An-
tioch Police Chief Geoffrey
Guttschow presented Ray-
mond Chevrolet/Kia owner
Mark Scarpelli with a plaque
commemorating over 20
years of support and involve-
ment with the event.

“Mark Scarpelli has been
there since the beginning to
make sure this special event
can happen,” said Guttschow.
“Mr. Scarpelli and his staff
at Raymond Chevrolet and
Raymond Kia embrace the
giving spirit of the holidays
through how they generously
donate their time and signifi-
cant financial contributions to
making the event happen year
after year. Without the sup-
port of Raymond, “Shop with
a Cop” would not happen.”

Clockwise from top: From left, Antioch Police Chief
Geoffrey Guttschow, Mark Scarpelli of Raymond Chev-
rolet/Kia, and Antioch Mayor Scott Gartner; an Antioch
Police officer shops with participants and their family
at Antioch Walmart; Santa presents a gift that was pur-
chased by a Raymond Chevrolet/Kia employee.
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Antioch chamber of commerce & Industry

882 Main St., Antioch, IL = 847-395-2233 = antiochchamber.org

February 3, 2024
5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. ®
Antioch VFW
75 North Avenue, Antioch

f Hosted by the )
Antioch Chamber of Commerce
and Antioch Junior Women's Club

Tickets — $S45 each, f
or save $40 with a table of 8. ' - |
Tickets available at nI W

g www.antiochchamber.org )

Proceeds benefit: Open Arms Food Pantry, Save-A-Pet, Midwest Veteran's Closet,
AAHAA-Antioch Area Healthcare Accessibility Alliance, A Safe Place, Antioch Junior Woman's Club,
and the Antioch Chamber of Commerce.
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By Peter Hancock, Andrew
Adams and Jerry Nowicki
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

More than 300 new laws
took effect Monday, ranging
from a ban on book bans to
the regulation of “deepfake
porn” and prohibitions on vid-
eoconferencing while driving.
Thanks to a law signed in
2019, workers at the lowest
end of the pay scale will see
a pay raise with the new year
as the state minimum wage
increases by one dollar, to $14
per hour.

Gov. JB Pritzker champi-
oned and signed that law after
it was approved by lawmak-
ers within his first two months
of office. The law gradually
phases in a $15 per-hour min-
imum wage starting in 2025.

The minimum wage ap-
plies to most workers 18
years of age and older. Teens
who work less than 650 hours
in a calendar year will go up
to $13 an hour while the mini-
mum wage for tipped workers
will increase to $9 an hour.

Also going into effect on
Monday, Illinoisans who
own guns, ammunition and
accessories prohibited under
the state’s “assault weapons”
ban will be in violation of the
law if they don’t register them
with the state. A federal judge
recently chose not to tempo-
rarily halt the law’s enforce-

ment while a broader legal
challenge plays out. The U.S.
Supreme Court also recently
declined to stay the law.

While permanent adminis-
trative rules regulating which
guns and ammunition must
be registered with the Illinois
State Police remain in flux,
temporary rules governing
registration remain in effect.

Other laws hitting the
books include a measure
granting paid leave to all
workers, indoor vaping re-
strictions and a ban on youth
solitary confinement in state
correctional facilities, among
others.

Paid leave for all

Starting Jan. 1, anyone who
works in Illinois will be enti-
tled to earn up to 40 hours of
paid leave during a 12-month
period, time they can take off
work for any reason, regard-
less of whether they are full-
time, part-time, or seasonal
employees.

The Paid Leave for All
Workers Act passed during
the lame duck session in Janu-
ary, 2023—a session that was
called primarily to pass the
assault weapons ban. Pritzker
signed it into law March 13.

“That is a game changer
for many employers, partic-
ularly those who have not
previously offered any type
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Prohibition on book bans, right to sue for
‘deepfake porn’ among new laws in 2024

More than 300 statutes become law in the new year

of paid leave to their employ-
ees,” Scott Cruz, a labor attor-
ney, said during an interview
with Capitol News Illinois in
November.

In particular, he said, the
law will be a major change for
waiters, waitresses and oth-
er workers in the hospitality
industry who have never re-
ceived paid leave benefits in
the past.

The Illinois Department of
Labor has published a list of
frequently asked questions to
help guide employers and em-
ployees through the new law.

Banning book bans

Libraries in Illinois will
lose access to grants admin-
istered by the secretary of
state’s office after Jan. 1 if
they ban books or other ma-
terial “because of partisan or
doctrinal disapproval.”

The so-called ban on book
bans, House Bill 2789, was an
initiative of Secretary of State
Alexi Giannoulias. The sec-
retary of state in Illinois also
serves as the state librarian,
which awards millions of dol-
lars a year in grants to public
and school libraries around
the state.

Under the new law, li-
braries must either adopt the
American Library Associa-
tion’s Library Bill of Rights
or develop a written statement

prohibiting the practice of
banning specific books or re-
sources.
Giannoulias said he proposed
the legislation after extremist
groups targeted Illinois librar-
ies with efforts to ban certain
materials from circulation.
“The concept of banning
books contradicts the very
essence of what our country
stands for,” he said in a state-
ment. “It also defies what ed-
ucation is all about: teaching
our children to think for them-
selves. This landmark law is a
triumph for our democracy,
a win for First Amendment
Rights, and a great victory for
future generations.”

Digital forgeries

Lawmakers this spring ap-
proved a new protection for
victims of “deepfake porn.”
Starting in 2024, people who
are falsely depicted in sexu-
ally explicit images or videos
will be able to sue the creator
of that material.

The law is an amendment
to the state’s existing protec-
tions for victims of “revenge
porn,” which went into effect
in 2015.

In recent years, deep-
fakes—images and videos
that falsely depict someone—
have become more sophisti-
cated with the advent of more
readily available artificial in-
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McHenry County allocates $1 million to
eliminate Longmeadow Bridge toll

The McHenry County Board has
approved $1 million in Advance
McHenry County funds towards the
toll elimination efforts on the soon-
to-be open Longmeadow Parkway
Bridge over the Fox River.

The bridge is part of the 5.6-mile-
long Longmeadow Parkway Corridor
and is expected to relieve congestion
on Illinois Route 62, which runs
through the heart of downtown
Algonquin in McHenry County. The
bridge will also facilitate an increase
in business opportunities in the region
after its anticipated opening in the fall
of 2024.

“This is an example of regional
collaboration at its finest,” said
McHenry County Board Chairman
Mike Buehler, R-Crystal Lake.

“Not only are we partnering with
our Kane County neighbors, but
we’re also making a thoughtful and
impactful investment in our region’s

infrastructure and business community
without having to charge a toll saving
our residents millions of dollars. It’s a
win, win, win.”

A total of $35 million is needed
to make the Longmeadow Parkway
Bridge toll-free. Thanks to the
bipartisan efforts of State Rep.
Suzanne Ness, D-Crystal Lake, State
Rep. Anna Moeller, D-Elgin, State
Sen. Don DeWitte, R-St. Charles, and
State Sen. Linda Holmes, D-Aurora,
$30 million was contributed by the
General Assembly leaving $5 million
to be covered by Kane, Cook and
McHenry counties.

“Kane County’s objective is
to eliminate the toll as a funding
mechanism, and the support from
McHenry County has brought us
closer to achieving that goal,” said
Kane County Board Chairman
Corinne Pierog. “We are steadfast in
taking on the financial responsibility

locally to ensure the benefits of
the Longmeadow Parkway Bridge
remain positive for drivers and the
community.”

Removing the toll for passenger
and typical business vehicles has the
potential to save the average user
$200 to $300 a year.

The McHenry County Board
has approved over $26.5 million in
awards through the Advance McHenry
County program to date. The program
is funded through American Rescue
Plan Act dollars, which have been
invested directly into infrastructure
capital projects, workforce
development and jobs programs,
nonprofit agencies, special districts,
and local governments.

You can learn more about the
Advance McHenry County initiative,
and review approved awards and
expenditures, by visiting www.
mchenrycountyil.gov/advance.

telligence tools. Women are
disproportionately the subject
of deepfake porn.

Some sponsors of the leg-
islation, notably chief spon-
sor Rep. Jennifer Gong-Ger-
showitz, D-Glenview, have
indicated interest in further
regulating the use of artificial
intelligence.

Zooming while driving

It is now illegal for Illinois
drivers to participate in vid-
eoconferencing or check their
social media pages while be-
hind the wheel.

The law adds the use of any
mobile videoconferencing
software, explicitly referenc-
ing Zoom, Microsoft Teams
and Webex, to banned actions
under existed distracted driv-
ing laws.

The law also specifical-
ly names social media sites
Facebook, Snapchat, Insta-
gram and “Twitter,” which
was rebranded to X a few
months after the law’s pas-
sage.

linois law currently bans
cell phone use generally while
driving, although it does allow
drivers to use phones through
hands-free or voice-activated
means.

In 2022, more than 24,000
drivers were cited for distract-
ed driving in Illinois, accord-
ing to the secretary of state’s
office.

Mlinois drivers continue
to be able to use cell phones
in handheld mode if they are
reporting an emergency, are
parked on a road’s shoulder
or if they are stopped due to
a traffic obstruction and the
vehicle is in neutral or park.

Vaping indoors

People who use electronic
cigarettes or vaping devices
will now face the same re-
strictions as cigarette smok-
ers.

It’s an update to the state’s
Smoke-Free Illinois Act,
which banned smoking in
most indoor public spaces
and within 15 feet of build-
ing entrances in 2008. “Public
places” include restaurants,
theaters, offices, stores, librar-
ies, schools, polling places, all
government-owned buildings
and banks among others.

Tobacco stores and vape
shops are exempt from the
law, as well as some other
facilities, such as smoking
rooms at nursing homes, some
hotel rooms and tobacco con-
ventions.

Call us for a FREE consultation

Customized Post Frame Buildings

LAKE GENEVA, Wl |@iz@
262-248-0600 (=&

The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
reported this summer that
in 2021, nearly 5 percent of
adults were e-cigarette users,
although that figure was 11
percent among people 18 to
24.

Other new laws

* Youth solitary confine-
ment: House Bill 3140 pro-
hibits solitary confinement in
youth detention facilities for
any purpose other than tem-
porarily preventing serious
and immediate risk of physi-
cal harm.

* Grocery initiative: Senate
Bill 850 created a Grocery
Initiative program which will
receive $20 million to fund
grants and financial aid to
grocery stores opening or op-
erating in “food deserts.” It
also requires the Department
of Commerce and Econom-
ic Opportunity to study food
deserts.

e Underground Railroad
task force: Senate Bill 1623
creates the Underground Rail-
road Task Force to develop a
statewide plan for creating a
“cohesive statewide history”
of the Underground Railroad
and developing new educa-
tional and tourism opportuni-
ties.

» Utility shutoffs: House Bill
1541 prohibits utilities from
shutting off gas or electric
services due to nonpayment
of bills when the temperature
exceeds 90 degrees or there is
a heat advisory in effect.

* Rearview mirrors: It’s
long been illegal in Illinois to
hang an object that obstructs
a driver’s view from a rear-
view mirror. House Bill 2389
maintains that driving with
such an obstruction is prohib-
ited, but it also prevents law
enforcement from stopping
and searching a vehicle solely
because the driver is violating
that law.

* Civil rights violation: Un-
der Senate Bill 1817, anyone
who considers immigration
status during a real estate
transaction, including pur-
chase and rental transactions,
could be guilty of a civil
rights violation.

* Dangers of fentanyl:
House Bill 3924 requires
high schools to teach students
about the dangers of fentanyl
in state-required health cours-
es. The coursework would
include differentiating legal

See NEW LAWS, Page 4
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The spring concert season at the James Lumber Center for the Performing Arts
at the College of Lake County has been announced and tickets are now available.
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Above left: Experience the sounds of Forever Young on Feb. 25. Above right: Male-
vo, the all-male dance troupe, will present their high energy show on March 24.

Spring concert season features diverse lineup

The James Lumber Center for
the Performing Arts at College of
Lake County announces its spring
2024 season which features a wide
variety of performances.

““‘Our diverse spring offerings
include pop, rock, Celtic and
Indian music events, plus
comedy and dance,” said JLC
Executive Director Alisa Baum.
“Our goal is to present unique,
innovative artistry and affordable
entertainment for audiences
throughout Lake County.”

The spring season includes:
* Second Hand News, 8 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 20. Recreating
the experience of seeing the
legendary Fleetwood Mac in
their heyday, the band features
spot-on vocal harmonies and
musicianship. Through the talents
of seasoned performers, the
spirit of Mick Fleetwood, John
and Christine McVie, Stevie
Nicks and Lindsey Buckingham

come to life on stage. Tickets
are $20 regular, $18 for seniors
and military and $10 for
students. Artist website: https://
www.2ndhandnews.com/

 Pat Tomasulo, 8 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 27. A Chicago-
based stand-up comedian and
one of the hosts of the WGN
Morning News, self-described
“Man of the People” Tomasulo is
a funny man on a serious mission
— bringing the average person’s
perspective to the stage, as he
shares hilarious observations,
stories and commentary on
life’s everyday annoyances.
Tickets are $35 regular, $32 for
seniors and military and $15 for
students. Artist website: https://
pattomasulo.com/

* Forever Young, 4 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 25. Follow
the musical journey of an
unforgettable group of friends
as they discover the greatest
hits of all time. Set in a music-

filled suburban basement, this
heartfelt true story features
songs by Billy Joel, The
Beatles, Styx, Queen and more,
along with powerhouse vocals
and dynamite choreography.
Tickets are $32 regular, $28 for
seniors and military and $15 for
students. Artist website: https://
bbtheatricals.com/forever-young/
* Natalie MacMaster and
Donnell Leahy, 8 p.m. Friday,
March 15. Canada’s reigning
couple of Celtic music merge
their virtuosic talents in an
evening of contemporary Irish
and traditional folk music. Natalie
MacMaster, a marquee superstar,
fiddler and step-dancer, has built
a sterling, multi-decade career
with her electrifying playing and
must-see live performances. She
performs and collaborates with
her husband and fellow peerless
instrumentalist, Donnell Leahy.
Tickets are $52 regular, $47 for
seniors and military and $25 for

students. Artist website: https://
natalieanddonnell.com/

e Malevo, 7 p.m. Sunday,
March 24. America’s Got Talent:
All-Stars (2023) and AGT
Golden Buzzer artists, “South
American Sensation” Malevo
are the Cultural Ambassadors
of Argentina. This thrilling all-
male dance troupe performs
Malambo — a traditional
dance of strength and explosive
bravado, with passionate
drumming and fiery theatrics — a
la STOMP! and Riverdance.
Tickets are $38 regular, $35 for
seniors and military and $15 for
students. Artist website: https://
malevogroup.com.ar/

e TISRA: Zakir Hussain with
Debopriya Chatterjee and Sabir
Khan, 7 p.m. Sunday, April
7. Considered the “presiding
genius and global ambassador for
North Indian classical music,”
Grammy™ award-winning tabla
drummer Hussain first entered the

western world’s consciousness in
the 70’s with his collaborations
with George Harrison, Van
Morrison and Earth, Wind & Fire.
In this musical exploration into the
richness, depth and joy of Indian
music, Hussain performs with
Sabir Kahn, a tenth-generation
sarangi player and Debopriya
Chatterjee, an award-winning
flautist and bansuri player. Tickets
are $45 regular, $42 for seniors
and military and $22 for students.
Artist website: https://zakirhussain.
com/

Tickets are currently on
sale online at www.jlcenter.
clcillinois.edu or by phone at
(847) 543-2300. Tickets may
also be purchased in person at
the JLC Box Office, 19351 West
Washington Street in Grayslake.
Check the JLC website for the
latest Box Office hours. The JLC
offers free parking and has a snack
bar with soft drinks, beer, wine,
chips and candy.

McHenry County MCRide Dial-A-Ride fares increased Jan. 1

McHenry County and
Pace Suburban Bus an-
nounced that the MCRide
fare prices increased effec-
tive Jan. 1.

The base fare adjustment,
effective Jan. 1, 2024, saw
an increase from $1.50 to
$2.00 per trip for seniors and
individuals with a disability,
and from $3.00 to $4.00 for
all other riders. A 25-cent-a-
mile charge is also issued af-
ter the first 5 miles. The last
fare adjustment for MCRide
took place Jan. 1, 2019.

MCRide remains an af-
fordable public transporta-
tion option and has provided
over 1 million trips since
its 2012 inception. MCRide
will continue to be opera-
tional from 5 a.m. to 11 p.m.,
every day of the week. The
service is available to any-
one, regardless of age, abili-
ty, trip purpose or residency.

The fare adjustment is a
response to the increasing
operational costs faced by
MCRide in providing reli-
able and accessible trans-
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portation options for the
community. The decision
was made after careful con-
sideration and evaluation of
the program’s financial sus-
tainability.

All MCRide buses are
fully wheelchair accessible.
MCRide is funded by Section
5310 federal transit grants
administered by the Regional
Transportation Authority.

To schedule a ride, users
can call the Pace Call Center
at 1-800-451-4599. The gen-
eral public can reserve a ride

up to two days in advance.
Seniors (60+) and individu-
als with disabilities can re-
serve a ride up to seven days
in advance. A minimum of
two hours is required to re-
serve a ride.
For more information
about MCRide, including
service offerings, reserva-
tion details and fare struc-
ture, check out our MCRide
webpage at https://www.
mchenrycountyil.gov/de-
partments/transportation/
transit-services/mcride-dial-

and microchipped.

Pet of the week

Oriane, a cattle dog mix, is about 4 months old,
spayed, up-to-date on routine shots (incl. rabies),
tested negative for heartworm and on preventative

While walk-ins are welcome, adoptions are by
appointments only to ensure we have the staff
available to help adopters. For information and/
or to complete an online application, please visit
www.saveapetil.org/adopt.
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a-ride. Stay informed about
all transportation-related
updates by following the Di-

vision of Transportation on
Facebook atwww.facebook.
com/McHenryCountyDOT/.

Application period open to
request vote-by-mail ballot

Registered voters who
want to receive a vote-by-
mail ballot for the March
19 presidential primary can
now apply for one.

You can request an
application for a vote-
by-mail ballot by visiting
https://bit.ly/3RRV5Cg,
or by visiting the County
Clerk’s Office at the County
Administration Building,
Room 107, 667 Ware Road,
Woodstock. You don’t
have to re-apply if you
have previously enrolled
in McHenry County’s
permanent vote-by-mail
program — your mail-in
ballot will be automatically
sent to you.

“Voting by mail allows
you to vote at your leisure,
on your schedule. It’s just as
reliable as in-person voting

— every ballot is received,
securely stored, and counted
on election day. Like early
voting, your vote is in the
bank — no worries about
getting to your polling
place before it closes or
braving bad weather,”
County Clerk and Recorder
Joe Tirio said.

The County Clerk must
receive your vote-by-mail
application by March 14;
if you submit it by mail,
please allow seven days for
delivery.

If you would like to
enroll in permanent vote-
by-mail, you can find
the form at https://bit.
ly/48hFXU9. Once you
enroll in the program, you
will automatically receive a
ballot for each election until
you choose not to.

o New Ia Ws (Continued from page 3)

and illegal uses of the drug, de-
tails about “the process of lac-
ing fentanyl in other drugs and
why drugs get laced with fen-
tanyl,” as well as information
on how to detect fentanyl in
drugs and how to save some-
one from an overdose.

* Fentanyl test strips: House
Bill 3203 allows pharmacists
and retailers to sell fentanyl
test strips over the counter.

* Bears and primates: Senate
Bill 1883 prohibits keepers of
bears and nonhuman primates
from allowing members of the
general public to come into
contact with them. Violators of
the law would be subject to a
Class B misdemeanor. “Gener-
al public” does not include em-
ployees at the facility where
the animal is kept, veterinari-
ans or professional film crews.
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Subcontractors invited to meet Lake county’s newest ‘JOC’ Contractors

Lake County is inviting subcontractors to
attend an upcoming event on Thursday, Jan.
18, from 8:30-10 a.m., to meet the County’s
newest Job Order Contracting (JOC)
General Contractors.

Attending this event provides a great
opportunity to hear directly from Lake
County’s Purchasing and Facilities teams

about upcoming projects and procurement
opportunities. You will also learn about
how your business can work with Lake
County, and various initiatives and
programs, such as the Lake County JOC
program.

The Lake County Board recently
awarded McDonagh Demolition, AGAE

Contractors and Leopardo Companies to
serve as JOC General Contractors. Lake
County utilizes JOC as a method to procure
certain construction and renovation projects
involving demolition, electrical, HVAC,
carpentry, concrete, painting, plumbing and
other trade work.
JOC is an Indefinite Delivery/Indefinite

Quantity construction contract that expedites
the ordering of construction services while
controlling cost plus increasing quality and
transparency.

The meeting will be held at the Lake
County Central Permit Facility, 500 W.
Winchester Road in Libertyville. The event
is free to attend.
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Mark your calendars

for Volo Bog's Winterfest
event January 14

Looking for a cure for Cabin Fever? Plan to attend
Volo Bog State Natural Area’s Annual WinterFest on
Sunday, Jan. 14. It is the perfect blend of indoor and
outdoor activities to remedy those mid-winter doldrums!

With a mixture of indoor and outdoor activities there
is sure to be something for everyone to enjoy.

Indoor Activities:

Live Music: Harper’s Back Porch Revue, an eclectic
ensemble of performers, will fill Volo Bog State
Natural Area’s Visitor Center with the energy of nearly
20 musicians! Friends of Volo Bog and the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources are delighted to
welcome this dynamic musical group back for an encore
performance. The ensemble explores Americana music
from the late 19th to the mid-20th centuries: blues and
country, old time, folk, gospel, and more. They perform
on string instruments of all sorts: guitars, banjos, fiddles,
ukuleles, bass, etc., as well as hand drumming and
singing. The ever-evolving group, led by Scott Cashman
and Bekr Ali, brings a variety of backgrounds and
experiences together for a one-of-a-kind experience with
each performance.

Photo Contest Awards

Between music sets photo contest awards will be
presented to first, second and third place in ten categories
in Volo Bog’s 37th Annual Nature Photo Contest.

Winter Crafts upstairs in the Visitor Center provides
materials for creating fun take-home treasures.

Refreshments
Friends of Volo Bog will have hot cocoa, coffee,
sodas, and cookies for sale.

Outdoor Activities:

Bog Tours: Volo Bog is beautiful any time of year
and all the more magical under a blanket of snow. Join
our 45-minute tours to learn about bogs and their winter
secrets. Eight start times between 11 am — 3 pm.

Snow Sculpting Contest: Children and adults alike are
invited to enter our snow sculpting contest. There are
prizes in four categories — Youth, Teen, Family/Group,
& Adult. Ask for rules & entry form by emailing dnr.
volobog @illinois.gov.

Snowshoeing & Skiing: Cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing, and hiking can be enjoyed on five miles of
trails over rolling hills through woodland, wetland, and
prairie. BYO skis or snowshoes.

Friends of Volo Bog, a 501(c)(3) membership
organization, happily accept donations to support
this and other programs at Volo Bog State Natural
Area. Suggested cover - $10/adult; children free.
Donations are greatly appreciated.

Volo Bog State Natural Area is an Illinois Department
of Natural Resources site located at 28478 W.
Brandenburg Road, Ingleside, IL 60041. Contact the
site at dnr.volobog @illinois.gov or 815-344-1294.

Pancake breakfast set for Jan. 21

The Richmond Burton
Community High School Mu-
sic Department will be holding
a pancake breakfast to help
raise funds for their trip to New
Orleans.

On January 21, from 8-11

a.m. they will be serving all-
you-can-eat pancakes. There
will also be performances from
the band and choir, raffles and
a bake sale.

Tickets will cost $7 for
adults and $5 for students.
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State lowers interest rate for
Senior Citizen Tax Deferral to 3%

Applications must be received by March 1

The Senior Citizens Real
Estate Tax Deferral Program
provides tax relief for qual-
ified senior citizens by es-
sentially providing a loan up
to $7,500 to pay a senior’s
property tax bill. These funds
are granted through the State
of Illinois.

Applicants for 2024, who
receive this deferral loan,
will gain access to a simple
interest rate of 3%, which has
been significantly reduced
from the previous rate of 6%.
Interested McHenry County
seniors can contact the Coun-
ty Treasurer to apply for the
program.

“The State of Illinois has
made the Senior Citizens
Real Estate Tax Deferral

Program far more appealing
to seniors by reducing the
interest rate for the defer-
ral/loan to 3%. Seniors now
have a cost-effective means
to defer their property tax
bill which frees up funds
needed to address their other
expenses,” Treasurer Donna
Kurtz said. “In addition to
the Senior Deferral program,
McHenry County seniors
have other programs avail-
able that can provide the
means to further lower their
property-tax bills. I urge se-
niors to assess these other
tax reduction programs, as
needed, if they have not yet
done so.”

To be eligible for this pro-
gram, an applicant must be

at least 65 years old by June
1, and have a total household
income less than $65,000.
Other program requirements
include:
* Living on the property or
other qualifying property for
the last two years,
* Having equity in the prop-
erty,
* Having no unpaid property
taxes or foreclosures, and
* Having fire and casualty in-
surance for the property.
Upon qualification, a lien
for the deferred amount will
be filed on the qualifying
property. Deferred amounts
are repaid upon the sale or
transfer of the property, or
within one year of the prop-
erty owner’s death.

Applications will be avail-
able at treasurer.mchenry-
countyil.gov  starting Jan.
1, and must be received by
March 1; there will be no
extensions. For questions,
please visit the Treasurer’s
website or contact them at
815-334-4260 or treasurer@
mchenrycountyil.gov.

In addition, Kurtz encour-
ages seniors to make sure
they are taking advantage
of the multiple exemption
options that are available to
ease their property-tax bur-
den. To learn more about
these exemptions, contact
the McHenry County As-
sessments Office at 815-334-
4290 or email assessments @
mchenrycountyil.gov.

As dual credit participation grows in
lllinois, study shows gaps widening

Urban, low-income, high-minority districts lag behind rural counterparts

By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

As the cost of higher edu-
cation continues to rise in Illi-
nois and elsewhere, a growing
number of students are work-
ing to earn as many college
credits as possible while they
are still in high school.

But even as the popularity
continues to grow for “dual
credit” offerings—courses in
which a student earns cred-
it toward both a high school
diploma and a college de-
gree—a new study shows dis-
parities between racial, eco-
nomic and geographic groups
are also widening.

According to the study,
dual credit programs are
more prevalent in districts
that serve rural communities
and small towns in downstate
Illinois than in suburban and
urban districts. They are less
prevalent in districts that
serve minority and lower-in-
come students.

And even within individ-
ual districts, the study found
that white students and those
from more affluent back-
grounds were more likely to
enroll in and complete dual
credit courses than minority
students or students from low-
er-income households.

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER.

We are interested!

them a photo credit

V¥ Show the community what
your group has been doing!

V¥ NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
V¥ Just shoot and e-maiil!

V¥ We need you to ID everyone
in the photo first and last names required

V¥ Tell us what’'s happening in the photo
V Please do NOT crop your photos.
V¥ Tell us who took the photo and we will give

E-majl your photos at the highest
possible resolution to: news@hi-liter.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE,
southernlakesnewspapers.com

V¥ Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade stands,
school projects - people at work and at play.

This is your
chance to
promote your

organization
or special
event!

The study was conducted
by the Illinois Workforce &
Education Research Collabo-
rative, or IWERC, a research
arm of the University of Illi-
nois System’s Discovery Part-
ners Institute, which works to
develop the state’s high-tech
workforce and economy.

Dual credit courses are of-
fered through partnerships be-
tween high schools and post-
secondary institutions.

According to the study, a
small number of dual credit
courses are offered through
public four-year universities,
but the overwhelming ma-
jority, about 97 percent, are
offered through local commu-
nity colleges. As a result, the
courses offered in any given
high school are strongly in-
fluenced by the policies and
programs of the community
college district that overlaps
with the high school district.

Sarah Cashdollar, an IW-
ERC researcher and author of
the report, said in an interview
that details of those partner-
ship agreements may help ex-
plain some of the disparities
between school districts and
between different geographic
areas.

“It is costly to provide dual
credit, especially for commu-
nity colleges,” she said. “De-
pending on the partnership,
it can also be costly for the
school district. And so there
might be variation in terms
of how community college
districts have managed those

costs.”

Although students typical-
ly pay some tuition to enroll
in a dual credit course, Cash-
dollar said the cost is typi-
cally only a fraction of what
students would pay otherwise,
which is one of the reasons
why dual credit programs
help lower the overall cost of
higher education.

In recent years, Illinois
lawmakers have taken sever-
al steps to make dual credit
programs more accessible and
affordable.

Among those actions is the
Dual Credit Quality Act, first
passed in 2010 and amend-
ed several times since then,
which requires public col-
leges and universities to ac-
cept credit from those courses
if a standard agreement is in
place. It also requires commu-
nity colleges to enter into dual
credit agreements with any
high school in their district
that requests one.

The Education Workforce
Equity Act, passed in 2021,
provides that starting this
year, high school students who
meet or exceed state standards
on their annual assessments in
English language arts, math,
or science may automatical-
ly be enrolled the following
year in the next most rigorous
level of advanced coursework
offered by the school. For se-
niors, that must include a dual
credit, Advanced Placement,
or International Baccalaureate
course.

And this year’s state bud-
get includes just over $3 mil-
lion for community colleges
to help them lower the cost of
dual credit programs.

Despite those efforts, how-
ever, the study found that
while overall participation
in dual credit programs has
grown—from 10.2 percent
of high school students in the
2018 school year to 14 per-
cent in 2022—the racial and
economic disparities in partic-
ipation rates and completion
rates has widened.

That was due mainly to the
fact that participation rates
grew more slowly among stu-
dents of color and students
from lower-income back-
grounds than they did among
white and Asian students and
students from more affluent
backgrounds.

Cashdollar noted those
kinds of achievement gaps
are similar to the gaps that
researchers find in other as-
pects of education, including
college enrollment rates and
college completion rates. And
because dual credit programs
are, by definition, intended
for students who aspire to
continue their education be-
yond high school, she said the
gaps point to differences in
the types of students who are
seen as being college-bound.
She said prior research on the
topic has found the biggest
predictor for racial gaps in

See DUAL CREDIT, Page 7
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Sheriff’s reports
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Felon apprehended following shooting
in parking lot of apartment complex

The Vil-
lage of An-
tioch Police
Department
arrested  a
34-year-old
convict-
ed felon on
weapons re-
lated charges
connected to
an incident that occurred late
Saturday evening. Travis R.
Malott, of the 1200 block of
Main Street, was taken into
custody early Sunday morn-
ing following a brief standoff
with the Antioch Police De-
partment and the Northern
[llinois Police Alarm System
(NIPAS). Nobody was in-
jured during the incident.

On Dec. 30, at approxi-
mately 10:30 p.m., the Vil-
lage of Antioch Police De-
partment responded to sever-
al reports of shots fired in the
1200 block of Main Street.
When officers arrived at the
Country Manor Apartments,
they met with a delivery
driver from a local restau-
rant who was making food
deliveries in the area. The
delivery driver told investi-
gators that when he arrived at
the apartment complex with
a delivery, he was met by
the suspect, who recognized
him from a prior dispute.
According to the delivery
driver, Malott displayed a
pistol and chased the driver
to his vehicle. As the deliv-
ery driver attempted to flee,

Travis R.
Malott

he claimed that Malott fired
several rounds at him and his
vehicle. Nobody was struck
by the gunfire.

Malott had retreated into
his apartment and was ini-
tially uncooperative with
responding officers. Sever-
al other neighboring police
agencies, including NIPAS,
were called in to assist with
taking Malott into custo-
dy. The immediate area was
blocked off for several hours,
including a portion of Main
Street (Route 83). Malott
eventually surrendered to
officers at about 3 a.m. Sun-
day morning. Subsequently,
Antioch Police obtained a
search warrant for Malott’s
apartment, where investiga-
tors recovered two weapons.
Seven spent shell casings
were also recovered from the
parking lot of the apartment

complex.
Travis R. Malott, a con-
victed felon, has been

charged with: (2) Counts —
Aggravated Unlawful Use of
a Weapon by a felon | Class 3
Felony and (1) Count — Ag-
gravated Discharge of a Fire-
arm | Class 1 Felony.

Antioch  Police  Chief
Geoffrey Guttschow says he
is grateful for the assistance
of NIPAS and several other
neighboring law enforcement
agencies to bring a peaceful
resolution to a dangerous sit-
uation.

“Having the resources and
collaboration of our partner

agencies, including the NI-
PAS swat team, is critical in
bringing peaceful resolutions
to situations like this,” said
Chief Guttschow. “Our de-
partment is grateful for the
dedication of the officers
who comprise the NIPAS or-
ganization, and the members
of the neighboring police
departments who responded
quickly and worked diligent-
ly to keep our community
safe.”

All persons arrested are
presumed innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law. Anyone with any addi-
tional information related to
this crime, including security
camera video, or anyone who
may have been the victim of
an unreported crime, should
call the Antioch Police dis-
patch center at 847-270-9111
or email crime@antioch.
il.gov.

K9 Dax apprehends
man involved in

violent attack

Lake County Sheriff’s Ca-
nine Dax apprehended a man
who fled from a hospital,
who was arrested by a local
police department for aggra-
vated domestic battery.

On December 31, 2023,
at approximately 5:20 a.m.,
Lake County Sheriff’s Dep-
uties, including K9 Dax and
Deputy Forlenza were dis-
patched to a hospital in the
400 block of Route 22, un-
incorporated Barrington, for

Lake County Sheriff's arrest bulletin

The Lake County Sheriff’s
Dept. reported the following
arrests in Lake County. Sus-
pects are considered innocent
until proven guilty in a court
of law.

Dec. 4

Juan M. Oronia, 26, Glen-
dale Heights, was cited for a
warrant arrest: DUI;

Jessica L. Cox, 42, Fox
Lake, was cited for a warrant
arrest: unlawful possession of
a controlled substance;

Jorge Y. Vargas-Esquivias,
19, Milwaukee, WI, was cited
for unlawful possession of a

e Dual credit

students enrolled in dual cred-
it was enrollment in accelerat-
ed coursework taken prior to
high school.

“So who are those kids who
are in the gifted classes? Who
are taking algebra in eighth
grade? Who are the kids in
the honors program, maybe at
the middle school?” She said.
“And it’s kind of like, that sets
the wheel in motion in terms

firearm;

Shelby L. Luna, 31, Gurnee,
was cited for domestic battery;
Dec.5

Miranda L. McNutt, 28,
Round Lake, was cited for
DUI - alcohol, no driver’s li-
cense and no insurance;

Adilene  Gallegos, 31,
North Chicago, was cited for
a warrant arrest: battery;

Joshua J. Barry, 30, Round
Lake Park, was cited for a vi-
olation of an order of protec-
tion;

Justin J. Scott, 23, Beach
Park, was cited for domestic

(Continued from page 6)

of who is then either tracked
into these higher-level cours-
es, who is thinking about
themselves as the type of kid
who takes these courses.”
The report recommends
the state continue investing
in efforts to make dual credit
programs more accessible and
affordable but that it focus on
increasing dual credit offer-
ings in districts that currently

TRANSPORTATION

Automobiles

2000 S-10 BLAZER 4x4, new
brakes & tires, 4 dr/power win-
dows. $3,100 OBO 262-914-
1091.

Boats

2000 SUPRA LEGACY, Indmar
inboard, very low hours, always
garaged or lift kept, Elkhorn.
$11,500. (262) 949-6997.

Sports/Classic
Cars

1967 CADILLAC CONVERT-
IBLE, rebuilt engine, 1000
miles since rebuild, runs great,
$13,950. Call 262-949-6997.

1990 CORVETTE CONVERT-
IBLE, triple black, 49,000 miles,
automatic, no winters. $11,500.
(630) 886-6667.

Trucks & Trailers

CARGO TRAILER 5x8 En-
closed, needs cosmetic work.
Elkhorn location $199. 262-949-
6997.

battery;
Dec. 6

Efren J. Lingat, 52, Wauke-
gan, was cited for a warrant
arrest: theft;

Kandi L. Smith, 37, Mun-
delein, was cited for criminal
damage to property;

Dec.7

Erin M. Deveau, 39,
Waukegan, was cited for a
warrant arrest: driving while
license suspended (McHenry
County);

Amber J. Parks-Eskew, 33,
Beach Park, was cited for a
warrant arrest: domestic bat-

have the lowest participation
rates, especially urban and
suburban districts.

“Only by attending to these
issues of representation can

Help Wanted

EARN EXTRA $$ BEFORE
CHRISTMAS! 2 days per week.
Monday 10 am - 6 pm. Tuesdays 8
am - 3 pm. 1102 Ann St., Delavan,
WI. Call To Inquire (262) 725-7704.

a report of a
man  under
arrest for ag-
gravated do-
mestic  bat-
tery that fled
from the hos-

pital during
treatment. .
Earlier in .:qaume C.
omero

the morning,

Jaime C. Romero, 51, of the
800 block of North Consti-
tution Avene, Island Lake,
was arrested by a local police
department, after strangling
and battering his girlfriend.
He also had an active arrest
warrant from Kane County.
Romero was transported to
a hospital for treatment after
being arrested. While being
moved inside the hospital for
treatment, he fled on foot.
Upon Romero fleeing, hospi-
tal staff made notification to
authorities, which prompted
a response by the sheriff’s
office and K9 Dax.

K9 Dax and Deputy For-
lenza arrived and immedi-
ately started tracking Rome-
ro. While tracking Romero
westbound in the parking lot,
Lake County Sheriff’s Tele-
communicators received a
call for a burglar alarm at an
orthopedic doctor’s office in
the 27400 block of Route 22.
Sheriff’s telecommunicators
were able to immediately ra-
dio this information to sher-
iff’s deputies at the scene.

K9 Dax and Deputy For-
lenza tracked to the ortho-

tery;

Matthew W. Theesfield,
25, Antioch, was cited for
DUI - alcohol;

Quintella S. Johnson, 46,
Waukegan, was cited for driv-
ing while license suspended;

Sean Runions, 51, Antioch,
was cited for obstructing a
peace officer;

Dec. 8

Joseph P. Gromacki, 58,
Fredonia, WI, was cited for
DUI - alcohol;

Deangelo D. Wallace, 32,
Zion, was cited for driving
while license suspended.

the potential for (dual credit)
coursework to reduce inequi-
ties in postsecondary educa-
tional attainment be fulfilled,”
the report concludes.

HOMEOWNER NEEDS HELP
Electrician or handyman to install
recessed lighting. Also chimney
repair. Lake County area. Call
847-826-0987.

Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All
real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex, dis-
ability, familiar/ status or national
origin, or an intention to make
any such preference, limitation
or discrimination. Familial status
includes children under the age
of 18 living with parents or legal

custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of
children under 18. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law.
Our readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised in
this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimination call
HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777.
The toll-free tele phone number
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

pedic doctor’s office and
found an open door. K9 Dax
began barking to alert Rome-
ro that he was there. Deputy
Forlenza made several an-
nouncements to Romero to
surrender, or K9 Dax would
be released. Romero refused
to surrender, and K9 Dax
located him in the doctor’s
office, and bit his leg. Rome-
ro punched K9 Dax, but as
is common with K9 Dax, he
was not fazed by Romero’s
strikes.

Romero was taken into
custody by sheriff’s deputies,
evaluated for the dog bite to
his leg, and transported to the
Lake County Jail.

After reviewing the facts
and circumstances of the
incident, the Lake Coun-
ty State’s Attorney’s Of-
fice approved the following
charges: Two Counts of Ag-
gravated Domestic Battery
(Class 2 Felonies), Striking
a Police Animal (Class A
Misdemeanor), Resisting
Arrest (Class A Misdemean-
or) and Criminal Trespass to
a Building (Class A Misde-
meanor).

Per policy, K9 Dax was
evaluated by his veterinari-
an, since he was struck, and
cleared to return to service.

Sheriff John D. Idleburg
said, “K9 Dax has done it
again! Our ten canine teams
are in the community serv-
ing the public each and every
day. Through quick com-
munication from our sher-
iff’s dispatchers, providing
crucial information to our
deputies at the scene along
with the work of those at the
scene, we were able to take
this violent, fleeing offender

into custody. I am proud of
all of my staff involved in
this incident.”

Pedestrian killed
in early morning

crash

Lake County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Crash Investigators are
investigating an early morn-
ing fatal crash involving a
pedestrian.

On December 28, at ap-
proximately 3:20 a.m., Lake
County Sheriff’s Deputies
were dispatched to Route
137 and Clover Drive, unin-
corporated Libertyville, for a
car versus pedestrian traffic
crash. Sheriff’s deputies ar-
rived and found the pedestri-
an, a 51-year-old man of Park
City, critically injured.

Preliminary investigation
shows a 2016 Kia Rio, driv-
en by a 54-year-old man of
Woodstock, was traveling
westbound on Route 137, in
the outside lane of traffic.
The driver of the Kia did not
see the pedestrian, who was
walking in the lane of traffic,
for an unknown reason. The
Kia struck the pedestrian.

The pedestrian was trans-
ported to Advocate Condell
Medical Center in Liber-
tyville, where he was sub-
sequently pronounced de-
ceased. The driver of the Kia
was uninjured and is cooper-
ating with the investigation.

The Lake County Coro-
ner’s Office is scheduling an
autopsy on the pedestrian.

The crash remains under
investigation by the Lake
County  Sheriff’s  Office
Technical Crash Investiga-
tions Team.

Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS
cannot be credited or refunded
after the ad has been placed.
Ads canceled before deadline
will be removed from the paper
as a service to our customers,
but no credit or refund will be
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This
publication does not knowingly
accept fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those asking
for money in advance.

Burial Needs

7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva,
WI53147. This is a private sale.
Contact Randy, the seller at
randy@slpublishers.com.

Wanted to Buy

ALL BEER-SODA-GAS-OIL
SIGNS All related items-TAP
HANDLES-BEER CANS. 262-
825-0932 Will Travel CASH PAID.

FIREARMS 1 piece or collection.
Federally licensed dealer. Lake
Geneva Antique Mall. 829 WIil-
liams St. Lake Geneva, Wi 262-
248-6345
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e want your news!

The Hi-Liter is looking to publish the news
of your lives in stories and photos. Are you
hosting an event? Send us a preview story.
Do you know someone who recently won
an award? Send us a photo along with the
pertinent information. Community events,
school activities and family milestones are
all fair game and will be considered for print.

ITEMS MAY BE SENT TO

news@hi-liter.com

PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND A PHONE
= NUMBER SO WE CAN CONTACTYOU IF NEEDED {
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Only Verlo guarantees
you'll be comfortable
for the lifetime of
your mattress.

Since we build your mattress
in our local factory, we
can easily adjust it for you
throughout the years. A little
softer here...a little firmer
there. With Verlo's Lifetime
Comfort Guarantee, you can
just get comfortable - and

ADJUSTABLE BED BASES

Starting at $399*

Relieve pressure by raising your head or feet. Enjoy a relaxing massage
at the touch of a button with Verlo's adjustable beds.

stay comfortable.

Great for watching TV or reading in bed | Reduces snoring & acid reflux effects
Alleviates lower back, knee & leg pain | Aids in circulation

*With Verlo mattress purchase. See store for details.

vmn END csmuL

v7 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

$2099

win ¥1399 ruLl 1949 «inc*2699

SAVE upTO

200...

v3 Set Purchase”

SAVE uprTO

*250..

v5 Set Purchase”

SAVE urTO

*350..

vT Set Purchase”

SAVE upTO

*450...

v9 Set Purchase”

*On set purchase with factory select covers.

Not applicable on previous purchases. One
coupon per set purchase. See store for
details. Offer ends 12-31-2023.

BUY MORE $SAVE MORE

Mattress Protectors | Pillows | Headboards

30% OFF 3+ items

-OR-

20% OFF 2 items

ACCESSORY
BUNDLE

More than 20 Single and Double-Sided Models to Choose From.

McHENRY
3710 West ElIm St.
815.578.8375

e verlo.com

LAKE GENEVA CRYSTAL LAKE
2462 Hwy 120 5150 North West Hwy

262.249.0420 815.455.2570
1-866-99-VERLO (866-998-3756)

FREE O*

FINANCING

See store for details.
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