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has rich holiday history.................... 14
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Jeeps on the Run makes the holidays
brighter for area children ................ 26

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!

‘Tis the shopping season in
preparation for Christmas but
also a good time of year to
reflect and appreciate the little
things. In this issue we share
some local shopping hotspots
—including Cornerstone, the
history about Christmas Card
Town and the impact being
made for the holidays by an
area Jeeps on the Run event.
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Dec. 1-3 Elkhorn celebrates
Christmas On Friday, Dec. 1, the Elkhorn
Tree Lighting Ceremony will be held at 5:30
p.m. downtown on the square in Veteran’s
Park. After the lighting of the tree, all are
invited back to Uncle Hunk’s Junk Building
(the Chamber office), 203 E. Walworth St.,
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. to enjoy the first night of
Let It Glow.

The Let It Glow celebration, now in its fourth
year, will be at a new location this year. It will
still feature light displays, and Santa and his
elves with games and goodie bags but will be
held at Uncle Hunk’s Junk Building and Park.

Guests of all ages are encouraged to stop
by and walk the outdoor patio down Balsam
Blvd. Photos with Santa will be available each
night of Let It Glow.

“Enjoy the decorations and twinkly lights
with a hot cup of cocoa in one hand and a
glow wand in the other,” chamber staff said.

Let It Glow will also be happening Saturday,
Dec. 2, from 5 to 8 p.m., and Sunday, Dec. 3,
from5to 7 p.m.

On Saturday, prior to visiting Let It Glow,
don’t miss the 42nd annual Christmas Card
Town Parade that makes its way through
downtown Elkhorn.

Dec. 2 48th Annual Lake Geneva
Electric Christmas Parade Visit

Lake Geneva is proud to present the 48th
Annual Electric Christmas Parade at 5 p.m.

on Saturday, Dec. 2, 2023. Join the joyful
celebration of the season as this colorful, light-
filled parade moves down Broad and Main
streets in downtown Lake Geneva.

Through Dec. 30 santa Cruise A
magical 40-minuted, heated Christmas Cruise
that includes a visit from Santa at his lakeside
hideaway.

Begin your magical journey with a walk
through the Christmas Tree Festival where kids
get to send their wish list directly to Santa.
Then, ship off on our Christmas cruise boat,
decked out in holiday lights and decorations,
for an enchanting tour of holiday lights on the
lake. Sneak a peek at the shoreline for Santa
Claus himself and hear your child’s name read
from his “nice list.”

The Christmas Tree Festival raffle, which
supports local charities, gives guests the
chance to win amazing prizes.

Cruises run from the day after Thanksgiving
to Dec. 30. Beverages for children and adults
are available from Santa’s Bar at the Tree
Festival before boarding.

For more information, or to purchase
tickets, visit cruiselakegeneva.com.

Dec. 1-17 The World’s Tallest
Glass Tree Witness the building of the
World’s Tallest Glass Tree, live glassblowing,
steel sculpting and woodworking at Yerkes
Observatory.

Free to the public, the World’s Tallest Glass

Tree promotes lifelong family memories,
inspiring children, and adults alike. A portion
of proceeds from the nine-day event are
donated to help charitable organizations and
schools of Greater Walworth County.

In addition to watching the beautiful glass
tree come to life visitors can expect:

e A Winter Maker Market comprised of local
artisans, craftspeople, and custom handmade
glassware made by Mack.

e Yerkes Observatory will conduct its Space
and Spaces Tours inside the Observatory at
set times throughout the event.

¢ Special guest Rae Ripple will collaborate
with the Mack Glass team to create custom
handblown glass and steel art pieces.

The event runs weekends, Dec. 1-17 during
the hours of 4 to 7 p.m., Fridays; noon to 7
p.m., Saturdays; and noon to 5 p.m., Sundays.
The star topping event will take place at 2
p.m., Sunday, Dec. 17.

For more information and to make a
reservation, visit worldstallestglasstree.com.

Ongoing events

Tristan Crist Magic Theater, at 609

W. Main St., Lake Geneva. One of a kind
performer that wows audiences with with,
jaw-dropping illusions and gut-wrenching
escapes! For show dates and times call 262-
248-0505 or visit www.lakegenevamagic.com.

Dancing Horses Show. At the Dancing
Horses Theatre, 5065 Highway 50, Delavan.
This dazzling spectacle features an array of
horse breeds that perform alongside their
trainers in this cavalcade of equestrian artistry.
Visually stunning, and performed in a state-
of-the-art, 300-seat theatre. For show dates,
ticket prices and additional information call
(262) 728-8200 or visit thedancinghorses.com.

Beginner Pickleball Clinics every
other Tuesday, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.— Lake
Geneva Tennis Club, 630 Veterans Pkwy.,
Lake Geneva. Free of charge (a deposit

will be required for new clients to hold their
spot), eight people per class. Learn the
fastest growing sport in America. Men and
women welcome — no experience necessary
and all equipment will be provided. Register
by calling 262-812-0033 or email john@
lakegenevatennis.com.

Free Xtreme Bar Bingo, \Wednesdays
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at Geneva Tap House, 252
Broad St., Lake Geneva. Players can win big
prizes!

The calendar of events is compiled from a
variety of sources including area chambers of
commerce and visitor bureaus and contains
events available as of press time.

Dates and times may change and events
may be canceled. Please verify details and
locations prior to making plans.
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BEDS 1

Great for watching TV
or reading in bed

Aids in circulation

Reduces snoring
& acid reflux

€ Alleviates lower back,
knee & leg pain

Every Verlo mattress’is adjustable and comes with a'Lifetime Comfort Guarantee. If your body
changes or you change your mind, we will adjust it so you can love your mattress again.

Take the risk out of mattress shopping with the assurance of
adjustable comfort for the lifetime of your mattress.

verlo.com
1-866-99-VERLO §

LAKE GENEVA CRY

2462 Hwy 120
262.249.0420
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Get out and
shop locally this
holiday season

by Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

t’s that wonderful time of the year
again — The holiday season, when we
gather with family and friends, and
enjoy sharing meals, cookies and other
sweet treats and exchanging gifts. It’s
also a time when children’s eyes are full
of wonder as they dream of what Santa
may leave under their tree.

We begin to bustle around getting ready
for the holiday. With preparations taking
up much of our time we scurry around as
we look forward to the coming days. While
there are a variety of holiday preparations,
it’s often Christmas shopping for those we
care about that’s one of the most important
tasks.

As times have changed, so has the way
some people shop for Christmas including
some who choose to order gifts online,
avoiding the stores, crowds and sometimes,
hustle-bustle that comes with the season.

However, there are likely just as many
people who enjoy the spirit of Christmas
and along with it, shopping in person for
their family and friends. For that group, the
best gifts are the ones carefully chosen after
spending time shopping in local stores.

Whether spending an afternoon, entire
day or several days meandering through
the villages, towns and cities in the area,
enjoying the beauty of the Christmas
decorations while purchasing from
local businesses is important as it keep
communities vibrant.

Before sitting down at the computer to

N
P

F

1r-.o-'i s 3
) ;

A cute holiday wreath, like this one, which is available at The Apple Barn Orchard and Winery,
could be the perfect addition to someone’s Christmas display,
or an ideal seasonal gift for a new homeowner.
SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes

order gifts, consider venturing out. Not
only is there a good chance suitable gifts
will be found but with it will be a sense
of supporting small businesses in local
communities.

Here is a list of suggestions to get the
shopping trip started.

One of the best ways to kickoff
Christmas shopping is by attending one of
the local holiday markets held in the area as

SPIRIT of GENEVA LAKES

they feature a wide variety of decorations,
handmade crafts and more.

The Apple Barn

The Apple Barn Orchard and Winery
is a well-known place to purchase freshly
grown fruits in season, but they also shine
in the fall and early winter with their the
freshly made cider and fruit wines produced
on site.
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- - 608-883-2100
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Just East of Hwy. 89

TH“GK nnl‘,Ens — * Barrel Cellar Tasting

* Home most nights/every weekend R Deli;iz’li:; E ::igchlt)slatters
¢ Paid health benefits ¢ Competitive Hourly Wages
¢ Time & 1/2 over 40 hours ¢ 401 (k) w/contribution
e Drive newer equipment ¢ Paid vacations/holidays
¢ Paid life/disability
¢ Must have a Class A CDL and pass medical/drug screen

online or

e Wine & Chocolate Pairings

NEW

BOURBON BARREL AGED WINES

Browse our store for unique wine items and
Wisconsin cheese

262-539-4460 Wik, vetstruck.com

Now Open Wed. through Sun. 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

www.stallerestate.com

Relax in our gazebo area with a glass of wine ‘ '

433770

FIRST IN HOME MORTGAGES

NOW is the time to think “FIRST” ... for your home mortgage refinancing needs

“FIRST CITIZENS” has attractive fixed term rates. Call SIS
to see how low they really are! Low borrowing rates
also mean it’s a good time to purchase a new home.

Thmk “FIHST” . for all your financial negds.

427560

Mortgage Center is a service available online to apply for a mortgage loan safely and
conveniently from home. Available on our website www.firstcitizensww.com under

Electronic Services go to Online Mortgage Application.
You can get current home loan rates and a personalized rate quote.

WHITEWATER MAIN EAST TROY PALMYRA
WEST OFFICE F I RST CITIZEN S OFFICE OFFICE
1058 W. Main Street 207 W. Main Street == STATE BANK === 2546 E. Main Street 111 E. Main St.
Whitewater, W1 53190 Whitewater, WI 53190 ‘: East Troy, WI 53120 Palmyra, Wi 53156
(262) 473-3666  (262) 473-2112 o (262) 642-2530  (262) 495-2101

= firstcitizensww.com FDIC

LENDER

401861

8 — DECEMBER 2023



They produce a line of freshly made
jams and jellies under the label the
Farmer’s Daughter, which make great gifts
for just about anyone.

The Apple Barn’s freshly baked items
— from cider donuts to freshly baked pies
— are a favorite of regular customers. Take
a pie home to enjoy immediately or place
it in the freezer as a special treat for the
holidays.

While they offer a variety of decorative
items year-round, Christmas at the Apple
Barn is a special event worth a stop while
shopping. In addition to the many items
normally available, there are holiday
decorations, candles and handmade items
by local artisans and crafters.

The event will be held weekends through
Dec. 8-10. Friday and Saturday hours are
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday is 11 a.m. to 4
p.m.

The Apple Barn Orchard and Winery is
at W6384 Sugar Creek Rd, Elkhorn. For
more information, call 262-728-3266 or
visit applebarnorchardandwinery.com.

[Juesterbeck’s Brewing (ompany
Just a short distance from the Apple Barn
is Duesterbeck’s Brewing Company which

is celebrating the start of the Christmas
season with their 4th annual Indoor/
Outdoor Christmas Market.

On Dec. 1 and 2, they will have more
than 40 vendors participating in the
Christmas Market, which will be spread
throughout the brewery. Food trucks will be
available on site in addition the brewery’s
usual offerings. And of course, a variety of
beers for the season will be available.

Besides freshly brewed beers,
Duesterbeck’s will have brewiculture
coffee, gifts from vendors and items found
in the brewery’s gift shop.

Duesterbeck’s Brewing Company is at
N5543 County Rd. O, Elkhorn. For more
information, call 262-729-9771 or visit
dbcbrewery.com.

Staller Fstate Winery

A stop at Staller Estate Winery while
holiday shopping should be near the top of
anyone’s list, especially for those seeking
gifts for the wine drinkers in their life. All
of the wines are produced and bottled onsite
by owners Joe and Wendy Staller.

While at the winery also check out the
many locally made cheeses they sell. They
also offer custom charcuterie trays, a great

option to enjoy when entertaining at home
or to bring to a holiday party or gathering
elsewhere.

Check the gift corner at Staller as well
for special items such as hand painted wine
glasses and unique wine accessories.

The winery is open 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Wednesday through Sunday and will be
open Dec. 23 as well as Christmas Eve,
according to the website.

Staller Estate Winery is at W8896
Highway A, Delavan. For more
information, call 608-883-2100 or visit
stallerestate.com.

Premier \yine and §pirits

The newest — and perhaps most elegant —
place to purchase fine wines, unique spirits
and a variety of craft beers for a variety of
holiday celebrations is Premier Wine and
Spirits.

There is no doubt this new venue has
one of, if not the, largest selections of wine,
bourbon, whiskey and beer. And for the
cigar smokers on a holiday shopping list,
pick out a brand or two of choice from the
humidor.

While there shopping, take a break in
the Speakeasy Lounge and enjoy a classic

Lleft: A great gift for a baker, or to show off while hosting family over the holidays are these Christmas spatulas, available at
Duesterbeck’s. right: These hand-blown glass ornaments were created by Jason Mack, who also created the tallest glass tree
for Yerkes Observatory last year. The ornaments are available at the Geneva Lakes Museum gift shop.

SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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Tired of
your water?
MORE SAVINGS

from Knox
and
Grandpa Addie

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE!

. OSMOSIS DRINKING WATER SYSTEM E

I Only one coupon per order. Not valid with other specials. Good only !
! when sale is made and ticket is written. Expires 1/31/24 g \'

________________________________

SAT/ISFYING CUSTOMERS SINCE 7978
1604 Plainfield Ave.
Janesville, WI

608-755-1031

OR
800-982-1652

addiewatersystems.com
Terry@addiewatersystems.com

RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL
& SHEETMETAL
Buidding Kelationships One Koof, Ao A Tione

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Shingle Roofs = Metal Roofing
Flat Roofs = Metal Siding
Gutters = Repairs

%&Ww 0%{(70%;4@%@1«%/
FREE ESTIMATES

—
VISA

Terry Addie

446607

(815) 385-2621

Visit us at
www.ambroofing.com

g U

GOING EAST...GOING WEST...

] -
n Discover The Best!
Just off Hwy. 50 ~ 12 miles east of Lake Geneva

m Serving Chicken, Ribs & Pasta
e ltalian & Awenican Cuisive
PIZZA! PIZZA! PIZZA! |
r Classic thin crust, pan, stuffed & hand-tossed

DINE-IN, CARRY OUT,
DELIVERY, CATERING
| call ahead on your way to or
| from Lake Geneva and We’ll §
Have it Hot & Ready!

| www.luisaspizza.co

' f Hwy. 50 & 317th Ave., Wheatland - 12 Miles East of Lake Geneva

262-537-4795

437149
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The gift

of a meal

As an add-on to a Christmas gift
or all on their own, a gift card to
a restaurant is a great way to give
someone special a meal out while
supporting local businesses. They
especially come in handy — and
likely will be appreciated by the
recipient — for use after the busy
holiday season.

Here are some local restaurants
in the area to consider if shopping
for gift cards:

« Chris’ USA, 724 Milwaukee
Ave., Burlington, 262-763-9968

* East Troy Brewery, 2905 Main
St. on the Historic Square, East
Troy, 262-642-2670

* Foley’s Irish Woods, W3905
Highway 50, Lake Geneva, 262-
245-6966 ]

* Gino’s East Pizzeria, 300 e
Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva, 262-
248-2525

¢ Local Folks Restaurant & Pub,
39601 60th St., (Slades Corner)
Burlington, 262-539-3200

e Luisa’s Pizza, 6806 317th Ave.,
Salem, 262-537-4795

e Mars Resort, W4096 Shore Dr.,
Lake Geneva, 262-245-5689

¢ Pine Street Café, 141 N. Pine
St., Burlington, 262-763-9800.

at right: This glass fish sculpture,
available at Caravelle Lighting,
would add a splash of color to
aroom and serve as a unique
Christmas gift. top: JellyCat
produces some unique stuffed
animals such as these, which can
be found at Allison Wonderland.
SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes

cocktail, a relaxing way to end a busy
shopping day.

Premier Wine and Spirits is at 32400
Geneva Rd., Salem. For more information,
call 262-537-8010 or visit premierwinewi.
com

The Jewelry (‘enter

For that special someone on a Christmas
list, the Jewelry Center in downtown
Burlington likely has the perfect gift
to make the holiday special with added
sparkle to boot.

Jewelry can range from a simple bracelet
or pair of earrings to pieces featuring

semi-precious or precious stones as well
as custom-created items. This store offers
a wide variety sure to please any gift
recipient.

Popular jewelry such as items
by Pandora and Alex and Ai offer
contemporary choices at moderate prices.

Quality watches are another favorite
and meaningful gift including brands such
as Movado and Citizen for both men and
women on the Christmas list.

Stop in at the Jewelry Center and let
their staff help find the perfect gift.

The Jewelry Center is at 348 Pine St.,
Burlington. For more information, call 262-

SPIRIT of GENEVA LAKES

763-8085 or visit shoptjc.com.

(aravelle | ighting

Caravelle Lighting is the place to go if
you are looking for light fixtures, fans and
lamps as they carry a large number of major
brands with countless styles on display in
their store.

For Christmas gifts, they have a variety
of small lamps that add a finished look to
aroom. Many are in stained glass, which
never seems to go out of style. There are
also whimsical night lights with Christmas
scenes that make a perfect stocking stuffer
or special gift.
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Caravelle Lighting is at 9307 Highway to another. It’s 50% more energy efficient a new grill would be perfect, even if he

12, Richmond, Ill. For more information, in the dry cycle and the compact size takes ~ does have to wait a few months to be able
call 815-678-4558 or visit caravellelight. less space than most washers and dryers or  to use it.
com. combo units. Lyle’s TV and Appliance is at 17
’ . Perhaps it’s the perfect gift for the family S. Washington St., Elkhorn. For more
Ly le S TV & Apphance and is one of several combination units information, call 262-723-3477 or visit
While Lyle’s TV and Appliance offers a  available at Lyle’s. lylestv.com.
variety of items that may make life easier, In addition to other appliances and .
the latest washer dryer combo by GE services, they also sell a variety of AHISOH Wonderland
Profile washes and dries a load of laundry televisions that make good Christmas gifts. Those looking for a local place to shop
without transferring it from one machine And for the guy who has everything, maybe for quality toys not found everywhere for

right: Hand painted wine glasses by artist Sandra Glinner are available in various holiday patterns at The Apple Barn and
Staller Estate Winery. left: Those who recall the fun of making a latch hook run as a child can get a kit for the special kid in their
life at Allison Wonderland, which has stores in Burlington and Lake Geneva.
SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes

ARPETS PLUE We're Flooring Experts AN c “ o n
OUTLET You Can Trust!

Quality - Value - Service - Satisfaction GONSTBUGTION

Family-Owned & Operated i
Proudly serving Kenosha County and surrounding areas since 1997 Since 1977

Carpet = Hardwood = Vinyl = Ceramic Tile * Concrete Work = Foundations
LVP/LVT = Carpet Remnants = Gustom Rugs
Window Treatments

Interest Free Financing”
Professional Installation

= Garage Slabs/Driveways
v = Patios/Walks/Stoops * Replacements
(262) 883-9494 = 1241 22nd Ave., Kenosha FULLY INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES

9
i | 262-325-9708 - 815-482-9542
[ **SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. 433444
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kids on their list are encouraged to stop at
Allison Wonderland.

Gift givers will find quality and a wide
variety of unique, interesting, fun toys at
one of two Allison stores in the area.

Allison Wonderland first opened as a
small toy store in 1972 in Burlington. The
goal was to create a store that provided
unique toys for children of various
ages. The small Burlington store was so
successful that they soon opened a second,
larger location in Lake Geneva. The
original family continues to own it.

Toys that can be found at Allison
Wonderland are sure to be enjoyed by
children while also bringing back memories
of toys many adults enjoyed as a child. The
selection includes games, puzzles, arts and
crafts, dolls, Brio trains, unique stuffed
animals such as those from Jelly Cat. Jelly
Cat stuffed toys are made of high-quality
materials and are often difficult to find in
many toy stores.

Allison Wonderland is at 720 W. Main
St., Lake Geneva and the phone number
is 262-248-6500. The Burlington store is
at 472 W. Pine St. and the phone number
is 262-763-9718. For more information,
or to shop their selections online and
have the gifts delivered, visit www.

allisonwonderland.com.

Hannah's by the [ ake

While shopping along Main Street
in Lake Geneva, Hannah’s is a great
option to shop for unique clothing and
decorative Lake Geneva memorabilia.

Hannah’s opened as a family-owned
store in 2008 known as Geneva Jake’s,

a Life is Good Genuine Neighborhood
Store. It continues to be owned by the
same family but has expanded to include
a variety of merchandise including
jewelry by Alex and Ani and a variety of
other brands fitting for any member of the
family.

Whether looking for an upbeat Life
is Good shirt, jewelry for that special
someone, or unique Lake Geneva
memorabilia, Hannah’s won’t disappoint.

Hannah’s By the Lake at 772 Main
St., Lake Geneva. For more information,
call 262-249-7894 or visit www.
hannahsbythelake.com.

Note that there is a second store at 414
Lake St. in Antioch, I1l. known for its
home décor, jewelry and scrapbooking
supplies. For more information on the
Antioch location, call 847-395-3355 or
visit www.hannahs.com.

(yeneva | ake )\[useum

A place that might not be generally
thought of but worth a visit if looking for
a different variety of gifts, is Geneva Lake
Museum, which has a gift shop on site.

For the readers on a Christmas list, there
are plenty of books to choose from, sharing
the history of the area, some of which were
written by local residents.

The new glass ornaments created by Jason
Mack are handblown and feature custom
color mixes. They are available in the shape
of a tree, a ball or a pickle. Last year, Mack
created the World’s Tallest Glass Tree (36
feet) in a display at Yerkes Observatory.

For regular visitors of the museum, or
for someone on the list who is a history
buff, consider a membership so they can
enjoy it throughout the year.

Gaming fans might enjoy some of the
new Dungeons and Dragons memorabilia
available, which coincides with the
museum’s new E. Gary Gygax exhibit.

Whether shopping at the museum or
elsewhere in the area, don’t miss the 5th
Annual Parade of Trees at the museum,
which are hand decorated by local
businesses.

For more information, call 262-248-6060
or visit genevalakemuseum.org.

right: Hannah's, formerly known as Geneva Jake’s, offers a variety of items including Life is Good brand shirts, sure to bring a
smile to whoever is gifted one. left: Those looking for a big gift for their own family might want to consider this one and done
washer-dryer combo, available at Lyle’s TV & Appliance.
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Christmas Card
Town shines bright
during the season

by Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

Each year as the Christmas holiday
nears, we bring out the boxes that hold our
decorations, ornaments and other mementos
and begin to recreate memories that have
been part of our holiday traditions.

While we are in the process of preparing
for the holidays in our homes, in Elkhorn,
the county seat of Walworth County, the
entire community embraces the beauty of
the season and retains the old-fashioned
country feeling of years past.

Elkhorn is a unique community. Built

when gathering here in the town square
was the center of the community’s social
activities. The square still today functions
as the center of many community events.

The community itself dates to the 1880s
and many of the original homes were
constructed of local Elkhorn yellow brick.
Many were built in the Victorian style —
two stories with circular turrets, gabled
roofs and gingerbread lattice works. With
many windows and broad front porches,
they were — and many still are — perfect for
holiday decorating.

Preparing the community with
decorations goes back to the days of World
War II, when a Christmas decorating
program was initiated to add joy to the
trying wartime days. It was an attempt
to transform the downtown area into a
scene that looked as if it was a Christmas
card and, in the process, bring joy to the

around a town square, it goes back to times

[SIORY

residents of the community for the
holidays.

“In 1952, a television series
known as March of Time came to
Elkhorn to film one episode of its program
that would depict a small American town
during the Christmas season,” shared Chris
Clapper, Executive Director of the Elkhorn
Area Chamber of Commerce and Tourism.

In preparation for the episode, the town
square was decorated on three sides with
scenes constructed of wood. Among those
scenes were a church, a gingerbread house,
and a Santa, giving it a true American
Christmas card look.

It was this program that resulted in the
moniker “Elkhorn the Christmas Card
Town,” a name that has continued through
the years.

The episode was viewed by millions of
viewers and was so successful that it was
rerun for several years during the holiday

This is T. James Carson’s art for the card named Holiday Night for Elkhorn. The city is also known as
Christmas Card Town and Carson has been creating the cards each year since 2012.
PHOTO COURTESY ELKHORN AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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right: For the 2020 card Carson
depicted Santa checking his list,
created in honor of Gary Wallem,
who portrayed Santa in the annual
parade from 1990 until his death in
2019. below: Castle-Reed painted
this view of Elkhorn’s Lorraine Hotel
as it looked in the 1920s. It shows the
spirit of Christmas from a decorated
tree and a family transporting their
tree home to carolers singing on the
street corner. bottom: The 2021
Christmas card by Carson depicts
the Elkhorn train station and a
Christmas tree lot from years ago.
PHOTOS COURTESY

ELKHORN AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Spirit of Geneva Lakes

season and can still be found on You Tube.

The sharing continued

That episode would not be the end of interest in
Elkhorn as the Christmas Card Town.

In 1958, a mere six years later, Elkhorn and
its many holiday decorations became the subject
of interest when the Ford Motor Company
commissioned a New York City artist, Cecil

Johnson, to produce six watercolor paintings.
The paintings were to be used to illustrate an
article in the company magazine, Ford Times.
The purpose of the article was to depict
Christmas time in America and what community
showcased Christmas time in America? Elkhorn,
of course, The Christmas Card Town.
Not surprisingly, Elkhorn was chosen to
be featured in the paintings. The pictures and
article were well received by readers of the
Ford Times magazine.
“While Johnson painted the scenes for

Ford, five of them were picked up by a major
publisher of artwork and reprinted as artwork for their
Christmas card lines,” Clapper explained.

“These scenes of the Elkhorn community made
their way into homes throughout the nation as
hundreds of thousands were said to have been
printed.”

The original paintings — which were owned by
the Ford Motor Company as they had commissioned
them — eventually found their way back to Elkhorn.
Ford initially donated one of the paintings to the
City of Elkhorn and later, the other five made their

way back to Elkhorn. Two hung in City Hall while
the other four were displayed at Matheson Memorial
Library in Elkhorn.

Now, according to Clapper, they are all at the

library and are displayed periodically along with
some of the later Elkhorn Christmas Card Town

paintings.

Long lasting tradition

The tradition of the Christmas Cards did not end
with the first paintings, in fact, it had just begun.

It was 1996 when the next commissioned painting

SPIRIT of GENEVA LAKES 15
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that would be turned into a Christmas card
appeared.

That year Jan Castle-Reed was
commissioned to paint a card that would
again focus on the Christmas spirit for which
Elkhorn was so well known.

Castle-Reed, who was known as
“Elkhorn’s artist in residence” accepted the
commission. Her work would be different
from Johnson’s as she used the medium of oil
paints not watercolors.

Her choice for the scene was a building
of significance to Elkhorn. It was the
Frank Holton home, which had been built
around 1930. Holton was the head of the
Holton Instrument Company in Elkhorn,
which he decided to move to Elkhorn. The
company was well known for manufacturing
trombones and trumpets.

At the time of the painting of the former
Holton house in Elkhorn’s history, it should
be noted it was owned by Castle-Reed and
her husband. She would go on to create
paintings for each of the next two years
for the annual Christmas card design,
each featuring a different holiday scene.

“The year 1999 brought a change in
the artist hired to create the Christmas
card,” Clapper said.

Earl Gustaveson, a wildlife painter, was
chosen to create a wildlife scene for that
year’s Christmas card. The painting was
that of a fox sitting alongside a tree with a
set of elk antlers hanging from one of the
tree’s branches. It was a scene that not only
honored Elkhorn’s wildlife but also the
history of the community’s name.

Elkhorn was named by Col. Samuel F.
Phoenix when he was crossing through
the area and noticed a set of elk antlers
hanging from a branch in a tree. The card
by Gustaveson — the only one he designed —
commemorates that event.

Castle-Reed would return in 2000 to
continue the tradition of designing Elkhorn’s
annual Christmas card. Each year through
2010 she would create an additional holiday
scene incorporating the Christmas Card Town
and its Christmas traditions.

Her 2010 painting was of a Victorian style
house decorated for the holidays and her style
at the time seemed to have evolved into less
details painting, the reason of which would be
learned the following year.

“In 2011, she started the painting for that

top: What better way to begin to shop for
Christmas than at the Walworth County Fair, as
depicted by Castle-Reed on this card. middle:
This beautiful winter scene of an octagon house
with two birds checking out the bird bath for
water — was painted by Castle-Reed.
at right: This family scene of the Webster
family preparing for the Christmas holidays was
used twice as the annual card, first in 2002
when it was originally painted by Jan Castle-
Reed and again in 2011 when she became too
ill to finish the one she was making that year.
PHOTOS COURTESY

ELKHORN AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Spirit of Geneva Lakes

SPIRIT of GENEVA LAKES —————— 17



year’s Christmas card but shortly before the
painting was due, we were notified that she
was unable to complete it due to medical
concerns. This was possibly due to her
having diminished vision,” Clapper shared.
“So, a substitute had to be found on short
notice.”

Because of the short timeline, Clapper
said the decision was made to reissue the
card that had depicted Christmas at the
‘Webster House, first issued in 2002. It
featured Joseph Webster playing his piano
while his wife Joanna decorated the tree
and their four children played in the room.

“The card was softened and lightened
which gave it a slightly different
appearance than that of the earlier card of
the same subject,” Clapper explained.

The following year, in 2012, T. James
Carson took over as the artist who
would produce the annual painting to be
reproduced as that year’s Christmas card.

Carson, an engineer by trade, was a local
artist who worked in watercolors.

As art is original work and varies based
on the style of each artist, Carson’s work
was different than Castle-Reed. He did,
however, use many of the same subjects
as Castle Reed such as the Frank Holton
House, the Old Sprague Theater and the
Christmas Card Town Parade.

His 2015, card featured Gary and Susan
Wallem who filled the all-important roles as
Santa and Mrs. Clause in the annual parade

from 1990 until Gary’s death in 2019.

Since T. James Carson was transferred
to the Green Bay area for his job, it has
become more difficult for him to return to
do the yearly painting. The Chamber has
begun to look for a local artist to carry on
the tradition when Mr. Carson feels he can
no longer take on the project.

The Christmas card this year will feature
the Knights of Columbus building.

‘Tis the season

A community can’t be known as
Christmas Card Town without knowing
full well how to offer quite the Christmas
celebration, which will take place the first
weekend in December this year.

On Friday, Dec. 1, the Elkhorn Tree
Lighting Ceremony will be held at 5:30
p-m. downtown on the square in Veteran’s
Park.

After the lighting of the tree on Friday,
all are invited back to Uncle Hunk’s Junk
Building (the Chamber office) from 6 p.m.
to 9 p.m. to enjoy the first night of Let It
Glow.

The Let It Glow celebration, now in
its fourth year, will feature a change in
location this year. It will still feature light
displays, and Santa and his elves with
games and goodie bags but will be held at
Uncle Hunk’s Junk Building and Park, 203
E. Walworth St., Elkhorn.

Guests of all ages are encouraged to stop

by and walk the outdoor patio down Balsam
Blvd. Note that photos with Santa will be
available each night of Let It Glow.

“Enjoy the decorations and twinkly
lights with a hot cup of cocoa in one hand
and a glow wand in the other,” chamber
staff said.

Let It Glow will also be happening
Saturday, Dec. 2, from 5 to 8 p.m., and
Sunday, Dec. 3, from 5 to 7 p.m.

On Saturday, prior to visiting Let
It Glow, don’t miss the 42nd annual
Christmas Card Town Parade that makes its
way through downtown.

If you haven’t been to Elkhorn during
this festive time of year, it would likely be
worth a visit whether taking in a related
event or just strolling downtown on your
own. Only by experiencing it in person
is it possible to gain an understanding of
why Elkhorn continues to be known as
Christmas Card Town.

The annual Christmas Card Town
cards are available for sale at various
businesses throughout the community as
well as at the Chamber office, in Uncle
Hunk’s Junk Building, 203 E. Walworth
St.

For more information about any of the
Christmas events planned, contact the
Elkhorn Area Chamber of Commerce and
Tourism by calling 262-723-5788, sending
an email to info@elkhornchamber.com or
to go the website, visitelkhorn.com.

W5361 Lost Nation, Elkhorn - You're welcomed to the lake as you
walk in with extended Southern views of Mill Lake with 50" of frontage.
Updated 3 BD, 3.5 Bath makes this an ideal lake retreat. Open concept
‘main floor featuring LR, Sunroom, Full bath and kitchen with quartz
tops, SS appliances, breakfast bar and coffee bar with wine fridge,
grilling deck, dining area & wood floors throughout. Upstairs features
two lakeside bedrooms, one with powder room, full bath and game
area. Lower lever walk-out with lakeside bedroom and full shared bath,
laundry and small rec area with slider to lakeside deck that leads to
firepit and piers. Large pier and deep frontage. $1,599,700

N7461 Woods Ln, Elkhorn - Located across the street from Bubbling Springs and
the boat launch you'll find this 3 Bdrm, 1.5 bath ranch on wooded lot with view
of a pond. Inside features vaulted ceilings throughout the main level. Kitchen with
large dining room, Living room with sliding glass door to deck, hardwood floors &
woodburning stove. 2 of the 3 bedrooms offer wood flooring. Walkout unfinished
Rec Room basement with 2 bath & laundry. 2 car detached garage. New Pella
windows installed last year. Access to Pleasant Lake Beach & short drive to Kettle
Moraine Trail system. $319,700

262-049-3618 K

Jerry Kroupa, REALTOR®

JERRY KROUPA

View my properties at www.lakehomeswi.net

N7474 Mariner Hills, Elkhorn - Lake day or pool day? You can do both
‘when you purchase this home. Steps to the association pool and walking
distance to association lakefront park on Lauderdale Lakes. Rustic charm
‘with modern touches describes this charming 2BR, 1BA home located in
Ma‘rinev Hills. Upddaled ﬁlnhen and bzah,d na:(uvallxtnne fgrenlliacl]e, vr;uh?‘l}
ceilings, screened porch, wrap around deck & large fenced back yard - et !
makes this home even more desiabl. Fnshed 25 insulated detached With privte affice, Eat-in Kitchen with large island/bar & access
garage can be used as a Rec-Room. This can be your vacation getaway or
year-round residence. The association owns and maintains a private 6-Slip
‘member only pier. Close to boat launch and minutes to Kettle Moraine
Trail head offering hiking, mountain biking and Nordic skiing. $275,000

W5001 Paddock Ln, Elkhorn - Located in Charming Charl-Ma
this well cared for 3 BD, 1.5 bath ranch on just under an acre. Private treelined backyard Lauderdale Lakes situated on wooded 1.658 acres overlooking spectacular wetland,
that abuts up to a corn field featuring 18 x 38 inground pool and 20 x 24 shed with you'll find this 4 BR, 3 BA, 1.5 story. Main floor Great Room w/vaulted ceiling, wall of 0
cement floor and electric. Inside featuring family room with hickory floor, gas brick windows with two sliders to deck, brick natural fireplace, kitchen with island and SS
fireplace and French door to large cement patio that leads you to the pool. Eat-in kitchen appliances, two bdrms and full bath. Upper level with loft overlooking Great Room,
with updated appliances and tile floor with adjacent formal dining room that leads you Bdrm and full bath. Lower -level large Family Room with access to patio under deck,
to the living room. Lower- level rec-room with wet-bar, office, work room, laundry and Bdrm, full bath and laundry room. Short walk to association lakefront park with sand
Bilco outside door. Minutes to Lauderdale Lakes and Kettle Moraine Trail head. $399,700 beach and boat slip. Minutes to Kettle Moraine Trail system. $589,700

OFFICE AT 102 N. WISCONSIN ST., ELKHORN

N8115 Pleasant Lake Rd, East Troy - Spectacular Lakefront
home on Pleasant Lake offering sand beach leading out to crystal
clear swimming & endless sunsets is just the start. This private
5 BR, 4.5 BA home boast of 6,300 sq ft of luxury living. Vaulted
ceilings throughout the main level & wood flooring, Master ensuite

to brick patio with fountain, soaring living room with water views
& fireplace, LL family room walk out to patio with water view &
waterfall. $1,595,700

Seaaesl
- B e

r Subdivision you'll find W5485 Baywood Dr, Elkhorn - Updated inside ant

(wproperties

W5141 Plantation Rd, Elkhorn - Start your morning off with a
cup of coffee on your private balcony off the master bedroom &
end your day on the back patio. This home checks all the boxes,
no need for updating here! Stunning New Construction 3 BR, 2.5
BA Lauderdale Lake Access, 2-Story Home w/ partial water views.
Open concept, main floor w/ Birch flooring featuring large eat-in
kitchen with large island/bar, granite tops, SS appliance & pantry.
Ample living area that leads to dining room overlooking the back
yard with slider to paver stone patio. $864,900

d out wi| boat slip on

CHRISTIE'S

INTEREMATI AL RFAL PETATE

Lt0 West Shore Dr, Elkhorn - Green Lake vacant lakefront
lot with 75" of level Sunset filled frontage on 0.65 acre lot on
Lauderdale Lakes. Lot features slight wooded slope from
road which leads you to level frontage and private pier. You'll
appreciate the additional 50 x 100 lot across the street offering
additional parking and storage. Walking distance to Lauderdale
Landing and minutes to boat launch. Kettle Moraine trails 3 miles
away. Build the home you've been dreaming of. $549,900

]
N7627 Pleasant Point Circle, Elkhorn - Lakefront Dreams can come true as you
walk inside this spectacular 3BR, 2.5BA, 1.5 story home situated on 1.09 acres with
50" Mill Lake Frontage. Inside you'll be impressed with the open concept with wall
of windows and vaulted ceilings that welcomes the lake inside. Wood floors, kitchen
with quartz tops, breakfast island and SS apa;liances, dinette lakeside, LR with French
door to brick patio, foyer with half bath and laundry. Upper level offering 2 BRs, loft
and full bath. Finished Rec-Room off garage with vaulted ceilings, full bath and loft, !
with access to brick patio. One-of-a-kind boat house, sun-room over the water with 53
16x29 deck above, along 17x34 lakeside patio makes this ultimate entertaining area. |
Forever pier with L shaped deck. Move in ready inside and out! $1,989,70 9
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They love their
store and make
listening to
customers a priority

by Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

visit to Lake Geneva would not
be complete for many shoppers
without a stop at the Cornerstone
Shop & Gallery located on the
corner of Broad and Main streets.
Whether looking to purchase a gift,
holiday decorations, specialty clothing,
exquisite jewelry, or local art, there’s sure
to be something that will catch the attention
of guests.
Karin and Bruce Bennett have owned
and grown Cornerstone since they

purchased the property from Al and Peggy
Rohde in 2007.

“We originally had a small business
in Lake Geneva called Artopia Shopping
Gallery. We were looking for a larger space
and one that would be located on Main
Street, something about 2,000 square feet,”
Karin said.

“I was on a board with Al Rohde and
mentioned that we were looking for space
on Main Street — something a bit larger than
what we had. At that time, it was unusual
for a Main Street property to go up for
sale. Al surprised me by saying that we
could purchase his property as they were
considering selling,” she said.

“This was a shock. We didn’t know it
was up for sale and it was 10,000 square
feet, much larger than what we were
considering,” she added.

But sometimes things happen for a
reason.
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At the time Bruce had received notice
that his full-time job would require a
transfer to the East coast. Since they didn’t
want to move from the area — and Bruce
had expressed interest in having a business
of their own — it seemed time to take the
plunge. And so, they did, purchasing the
large space and turning it into what today is
known as Cornerstone Shop & Gallery.

“We started slowly, bringing
merchandise from our other shop and
thankfully our customers. Many of the
Rohdes’ customers also continued to shop
with us. There was an emphasis on Yankee
candles, silk flowers and home décor along
with calendars and Christmas cards,” Karin
explained.

Today these types of items are still found
in the store but are not in as much of a
demand as styles have changed. The newer
style, battery-operated candles are popular
and while home calendars are not used as

Karin and Bruce Bennett, owners of Cornerstone Shop & Gallery stand near one of their
beautifully decorated trees. They purchased the store in 2007.

SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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call Pete Hansen at 262-723-2250 or
email phansen@standardpress.com
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« Choose between our famous

Deep Dish or Thin Crust pizza

- Enjoy our variety of appetizers, salads

and pasta entrees
+ Dine in with spectacular lake views

 Open for lunch at 11:00 a.m.

Gift Cards Available

262.248.2525
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ITEMS SO UNIQUE, YOU CAN DESIGN
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262-843-1786

HOLIDAY SALE starts Nov. 21, 2023 thru Jan. 8, 2024
DISCOUNTS up to 50%
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much as they were in the past, those created
by popular artists are still sold.

q/\/(a&'ng it their own

The Bennetts slowly began to add artisan
items to their inventory, along with apparel,
filling up the space with merchandise that
would appeal to their customers.

They also did a lot of customer surveys
so they could tailor the merchandise
available to the styles, needs, and wants of
their customers.

And most importantly, they listened to
what their customers had to say, something
they continue to do today.

Now, when entering through the main
door of the store, which is located near the
corner of Main and Broad streets, visitors
are immersed in a favorite department of
many women. There are racks of quality
clothing to peruse, even if it wasn’t the
reason for stopping. From casual to
elegant evening wear, the latter ideal
for a formal event or a wedding, there is
likely something that can be added to any
wardrobe.

Now that it’s fall, there are also some
elegant coats out on the racks that will not
only keep a person warm during the cold
winter months but also looking good.

Along the walls there are also some
very popular accessories including some
by Vera Bradley — known for her unique
patterns and styles, and Baggallini — known
for versatile bags with multifunctional
organizational options.

But also in this room is a favorite
accessory of many women, jewelry.
Cornerstone is known for carrying popular
brands of jewelry that are loved and stand
the test of time.

Patricia Locke designs, Lizzy James
and Firefly are among the popular designs.
Firefly is a company from Guatemala
that uses beautiful Swarovski crystals in
a variety of colors to provide the perfect
accent to an outfit. Bright and colorful they
can also add a holiday look when desired.
Patricia Locke jewelry includes some
beautiful Christmas pendants and pins for
the holidays.

Deécor and gﬁs ga(bre

This time of year, it’s the Christmas
decorations and accessories that are
featured throughout much of the store.

With beautifully constructed Christmas
trees in every room — each one with a theme
— it can entice shoppers to upgrade their
own décor and Cornerstone is the perfect
place to begin.

Maybe it’s time to add a lighted water
lantern, or a beautiful collectible Santa
to your own holiday collection. For the
newly married couple, there is a wedding
collection of ornaments to commemorate
the important day that will likely be

treasured‘for year to comeg above: The store’s children’s department has many items from clothing and books to toys.
Shopping for a bridal or baby shower, top: Paintings and prints from local artists are on display in the artist's corner at the store.
Cornerstone is a great choice to find a SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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special and unique gift. The store also has a registry, which can be
accessed online or call or stop in and one of the staff will be happy
to help with getting it set up. Cornerstone’s knowledgeable and
helpful employees aim to make shopping here a delight.

The store is well known for high quality Lake Geneva décor
items as well as paintings and prints by local artists. They also
support local authors, with book signings held being held on site.

During the pandemic, like many retail outlets, the Bennetts said
they dealt with changes in their business as customers did not go
out to shop but they found a way to keep their employees who
wanted to, working. They also made some upgrades.

“We continued to provide work for those who wanted to work
at this time while adhering to COVID safety rules,” said Karin.

“It was at this time that Lexi Sharkus redesigned our website,
working with Bruce and me. She made it easier to use for us and
our customers. Whoever wanted to work, we found jobs they could
safely do. We were ready with a team when it was time to go back
to work.”

And go back to work they did. With the return of their staff and
their customers, Cornerstone continued to grow and got back to
providing the finest products available.

During this time, they also added their Sore Muscle Jelly —
which has been available for several years — to the Cornerstone
website. The jelly features more than 20 essential oils and is
formulated to relieve pain and inflammation associated with
fibromyalgia, arthritis, muscle spasms, neuropathy, multiple
sclerosis, headaches, migraines, sinus issues, colds and back,
shoulder, neck, leg and hip pain.

Sales took off during COVID, to the point they launched a
separate website for the Sore Muscle Jelly.

gfeaa'y for lfie nevt slep

Over the last few years, the Bennetts have decided it may be
time to slow down and spend more time with family. They have

above: Cornerstone has a wide variety of women'’s clothing.
top left: Pottery created by Hilborn of Canada include whimsical
notes explaining the use of the dish or perhaps why it shouldn’t be
an asparagus dish “because you hate asparagus.” top right: When
looking for a bridal gift, Cornerstone is worth a stop, and they have
a registry that can be set up through the website or in the story with
assistance from a staff member.

SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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Shop Wine, Craft Beers,
Spirits, & Cigars
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WINE
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Wisconsin Cheeses
& Fine Amish Chocolates

Also Visit
Premier’'s SPEAKEASY
Style Bar

Featuring Craft Cocktails,

Bourbons & More

LIVE MUSIC

Most Saturdays_ 6p-9p

32400 Geneva Road, Salem, WI
(Formerly “The Sly Fox”)

443663

Advertising works in the

Promoting your business in the
right publication is essential
to growth and overall success.
Knowing that your message
is reaching your intended
audience is what makes
The Spirit of Geneva Lakes
uniquely effective. We can
create an image that is both
creative and compelling!

For advertising opportunities contact:

Pete Hansen
Email: phansen@standardpress.com
Office: 262-473-3363
Cell: 414-801-2360

Tamera Hamilton
Email: tamera@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Office: 262-728-3411
Cell: 262-215-2782

of Beneva Lakes VWA

369800

WESTENN

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
PROFESSIONAL. HONEST. VALUE.

7

e

Service on all brands 24/7 ’””i”””" 'I-”_.'i-“!JLH;-"H.H (1

100% Service Guarantee

LEMWNGX < TRANE

WESTEN —

* RESIDENTIAL

* COMMERCIAL

Ray Alberth, Owner

* INDUSTRIAL

Free Estimates!

990 Koopman Lane, Elkhorn | 262-723-4955 | www.WestennHeatandAir.com
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had the business for sale for a while but are
looking for the right buyer, one who will
love it as much as they do.

In their latest newsletter, Karin and
Bruce shared their love of the Cornerstone
Shop and the many customers who have
become friends through the years.

“We would ultimately like to pass the
baton to someone who shares our love of
the Cornerstone Shop and who has the same
creative passion, business acumen, and
vision to take it to the next level. We would
of course be more than willing to help with
the transition,” they wrote.

“We are still looking for that special
someone and if you are interested or know
someone who might be a fit, we are here to
answer any of your questions,” they added.

One only needs to talk to the Bennetts
to understand the love they have for the
Cornerstone Shop & Gallery, along with
their staff and their customers. While they
feel it’s time to move on, they’re not in a
hurry to do so. Finding the right buyer —
one who will love and cherish the business
as they have — is more important to them
than merely selling the business.

“While it is a difficult decision for us to
consider leaving Cornerstone, it’s the right
thing for us to do,” said Karin.

“Every day we meet so many people
who are happy to be here. The biggest
compliments we receive is when we hear
them describe their visit to the store as a
trip to their happy place,” she added.

The Bennetts placing an emphasis on
continuing to listen to their customers while
providing the best in quality and service to
them is the key to their success.

And their store truly is the cornerstone of
shopping in Lake Geneva.

Cornerstone Shop and Gallery is at
214 Broad St., Lake Geneva. For more
information, call 262-248-6988 or visit the
website at www.cornerstonelakegeneva.
com.

Store hours are Sunday through
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

above: For
new parents,
this set of baby
ornaments
would be a fitting
Christmas gift.
left: Decorative
oars featuring
painted scenes
can add a
special artistic
touch to a home’s
décor.

SANDRA LANDEN
MACHAJ
Spirit of Geneva Lakes

D0 You enjoy reading this publication?

We sure enjoy bringing it to you. To those readers who have sent a donation to help
underwrite the increasing costs of producing The Spirit of Geneva Lakes magazine,
We Thank You! For those who haven’t but would like to help assure future editions,
please send a donation in any amount to:

IFRYOURTHINKSTHE %@HH}H IS} “ﬂ@ﬁﬂ]ﬂ% (YP ] ” ] T

$1.50 ;11 SN[5 = $18 A —
S1anlissuers ;- Icovens awear of Leneva Lakes e
BUT, ANY AMOUNT IS APPRECIATED! 1102 ANN STREET, DELAVAN, WI 53115

You won't get a tote bag, T-shirt, coffee mug or CD of Elvis Presley’s Greatest Hits. But you will
get the satisfaction of knowing that you have helped to support your favorite local magazine. .
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Ray Scarpelli (left) of
Ray Chrysler Dodge
Jeep and Ram, and
Mike Missak, founder of
Jeeps on the Run Toys
for Tots, have teamed up
for the event. It features
hundreds of Jeeps that
parade from Fox Lake
to Lincolnshire, where
a collection of toys for
area children in need
are donated and a new
Jeep is raffled off. Toys
can be dropped off at the
Ray dealership, 23 U.S.

\ Highway 12, Fox Lake.

SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ
Spirit of Geneva Lakes



Jeeps on the
Run gearing up
forannual Toys
for Tots event

by Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

On Sunday, Dec. 3, hundreds of Jeeps
will begin a trek from Ray Chrysler, Dodge,
Jeep Ram in Fox Lake to the Marriott in
Lincolnshire. The dealership has been a
sponsor of the Jeeps on the Run program
for the past four years and once again will
be working with the group to provide toys
for children in the area, just in time for
Christmas.

The program was created 11 years ago
by Mike Missak to provide toys for children
in need during the holidays. Prior to the
Jeeps on the Run event, toys are donated
and collected at the Ray dealership where
they are then loaded into the many Jeeps as
they arrive for the event. Many of the Jeeps
are decorated for the event, creating a fun,
colorful parade while spreading Christmas
cheer.

The Jeeps will travel with a police escort
to Marriott in Lincolnshire where the toys
are unloaded with the help of Marines.

The event kicks off at the dealership at 8
a.m. when participating Jeeps begin to arrive
on site. The Jeeps must be registered in
advance and pay a registration fee of $30 for
each vehicle to participate. The registration
fee covers the Jeep so there is no additional
charge for passengers.

“There is no extra charge for the
passengers,” said Missak, who created the
Jeeps on the Run Toys for Tots program.
“Each Jeep must donate at least one toy and
are welcome to donate more. Other toys that
have been collected at the dealership for
months before the event will be added to the
Jeeps for transport to the Marriott.”

The toys, which are collected from Jeep
owners and the community, must all be new,
in their original packaging and unwrapped
so that it’s possible when disbursing them
to choose toys appropriate for the various
ages of children who will receive them.
Members of the community and beyond
are encouraged to donate toys at the Ray
dealership in Fox Lake prior to the Jeeps on
the Run event.

Organizers request stuffed animals are
not donated as they are not usually encased
in plastic and can get dirty during the
parade. The other request is that toy guns
that look like real guns not be donated.

“Nerf style guns are okay,” Missak
explained. “The toys are all distributed to
needy children in the local area — Lake and
McHenry counties.”

The toys donated by the Jeep owners — as
well as the greater community — are what
have helped make this event successful, year
after year.

When the Jeeps begin to assemble that
morning, parking fills in quickly on the lot at
the Ray dealership. Some drivers may need
to repair their decorations if they came loose
on the drive to Fox Lake as participating
Jeeps and their owners come from a wide
range of communities to participate.

It’s a special event where the Jeep
owners get together, admire each other’s

decorations, share their love of Jeeps, and
get to be part of a good cause all at once.
There will be a grab-and-go style breakfast
as well as some events for the kids as the
group of Jeeps prepares for the start of the
ride to the Marriott.

The parade-style ride is possible thanks
to help from local police and Lake County
Reserve Officers who make certain that
busy intersections are open for Jeeps on the
Run to make their way through.

In the early days, according to Missak,
his wife would call the next community they
were approaching to let law enforcement
officials know an approximate time the
group would be there. Today, with the Lake
County Reserve Officers coordinating the
event, it runs smoothly and is more efficient.

The parade of Jeeps attracts many
watchers who often line the parade route to
admire the sheer number of vehicles, many
of them decorated, as they wind their way
through Lake County to the destination in
Lincolnshire. There, the toys are transferred
from the Jeeps by Marine volunteers and
loaded into semi-trucks.

After the Jeeps on the Run parade —
which features more than 500 Jeeps — there
will be an after party at the Marriott. Tickets
for the after party are $5 each and are
available to the public. The gathering is a
family-oriented event that features food,
activities for children and raffles for the
adults. It’s open to all — people do not have
to be a Jeep owner or participate in the
parade to attend the after party.

The highlight of the event is the raffle for
a brand new Jeep donated by Ray Chrysler,
Dodge, Jeep Ram with one lucky winner
going home as the owner. Tickets for the

Many of the hundreds of Jeeps that participate in a parade from Fox Lake to Lincolnshire feature festive holiday decorations.
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*The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged with approved credit.
The special terms APR will continue to apply until all qualifying purchases are paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in
full in equal payments during the promotional (special terms) period. The APR for Purchases will apply to certain fees such as a late payment fee or if you use the card for other trans-
actions. For new accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. This information is accurate as
of 6/1/2022 and is subject to change. For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921.

*See your participating independent Trane Dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Instant rebate up tp $600. All sales must be homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited. Valid on Qualifying Equipment only. Offer expires 11/30/2023.

www.commandservice.com

847-215-0880 *

‘}g l e Please share your % % % % % star

reviews with us on Google
Reviews

LUISA’S ¢ Just off Hwy. 50, 12 mi. east of

Lake Geneva. 262-537-4795. Superb Italian &
American cuisine. Dine in, carry out, delivery,
catering avail., call ahead & will have it hot ready
togo.D, $$ 1

MARS RESORT ¢ W 4098 S. Shore Dr., Lake
Geneva. A classic Wisconsin supper club “nestled

on the shores of Lake Como.” Open 7 days a week at
11am. Out of this world ribs and spectacular sunsets!
Reserve one our our Igloos on our “Fire and Ice” Deck
for a truly unique experience. We created special
platters that are sure to please all of our guests. Enjoy
our Piano Bar for fun Friday and Saturday nights. Call
262-245-5689 today and visit www.mars-resort.
com to view our menu. L, D, FF, $$ 7

GINO’S EAST OF CHICAGO

* 300 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva. 262-248-2525.
www.ginoseastlakegeneva.com. Chicago’s
original deep dish pizza, Italian sandwiches,
salads and entrees. L, D, $-$$ 7

EAST TROY BREWERY ° 2905 Main St. on
the Historic Square, East Troy. 262-642-2670.
Go to www.etbrew.com for an updated menu.
Historic 1892 bank turned brewery/restaurant.
Craft beer and a great menu with seasonal
specials. Find us on Facebook. Wed.-Thurs.
4-9pm; Fri.-Sat. 12-10pm; Sun. 12-6pm. L, D, $$,
GF, FF 1

433353

Information
is subject to
change. Please
contact individual
restaurant for

more information.

LOCAL FOLKS RESTAURANT & PUB *
39601 60th St. (Slades Corners), Burlington.
262-539-3200. Open 6am every morning!
B,L,D,$,FF, 1 ©

PINE STREET CAFE ° 141 N. Pine St,,
Burlington, WI 53105. 262-763-9800. Homestyle
food made from scratch daily using only the
finest, freshest ingredients. Breakfast ® Lunch ¢
Dinner. Fish Fry Every Friday. Sunday 6am - 3pm.
Monday - Saturday 6am - 8pm. $$, B, L, D, FF, ©

CHRIS’ USA ¢ 724 Milwaukee Ave.,
Burlington. 262-763-9968. Popular Friday Fish
Fry. Beer Battered or Baked Cod with your
choice of potato pancakes or french fries and
coleslaw. Perch Dinner Available. $$, FF

ey

$$3$: Mostly under $30 FF: Fish Fry

&: Reservations requested

B: Breakfast L:Lunch D:Dinner NC: No credit cards accepted $: Mostly under $10 $$: Mostly under $20 GF: Gluten free
7 : Alcohol served ©: Kids menu SR: Senior menu

446654
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raffle can be purchased for $20 each and a
maximum of 3,000 tickets will be sold. All
the money raised from the sale of the tickets
is used to buy additional toys.

“The first years that Ray sponsored us
they provided a three-year lease of a new
jeep as a raffle prize which was a wonderful
prize to win,” said Missak. “When they
switched to donating a Jeep that the winner
would actually own, I was so pleased. Last
year’s winner was so happy to win the Jeep
that she said she would be at the Jeeps on
the Run Toys for Tots with her new Jeep this
year and every year that she owns the car.

“The gift of the Jeep for the raffle was a
total gift from Ray CDJR,” added Missak.
“All money raised by selling the tickets goes
into purchasing additional toys.”

According to Missak, shopping for the
additional toys is a treasured activity for his
family. His son, Charlie, who was an infant
when the Jeeps on the Run program began,

is now 11 years old. Charlie explains in a
video about the event that shopping for toys
for children his own age is fun.

There is likely no better choice than
a child to pick out the best toys for other
children.

“Jeep owners are a special group,” Missak
said. “I fell in love with Jeeps when I was 17
years old, and that love continues.”

So, more than 11 years ago, Missak
decided it would be nice to get together
with a few Jeep owners and go to lunch or
dinner and learn more about each other and
their love of Jeeps. He said he hoped to get
several Jeep enthusiasts to come together but
was surprised when he had responses from
35 people for the first event.

They decided they should do something
worthwhile such as donating to a charity.
The group came up with the idea of bringing
a toy to donate to Toys for Tots. Much
to their surprise, they were able to fill a

Suburban with the toys that the generous
attendees showed up with that year. That was
the beginning of Jeeps on the Run, which
now attracts up to 1,000 Jeeps and brings
in thousands of toys, filling more than two
semi-trailers and making Christmas special
for local children in need.

The first event was so successful they
decided to continue it. At the time, they
didn’t have a Jeep sponsor but continued to
look for one. In the third year, they found
a Jeep dealership to sponsor the event who
also donated a Jeep light kit to raffle off.

In 2020, the Ray Auto Group came on
board as sponsor of the event and donated
the three-year lease of a Jeep. The dealership
is well known for its many contributions to
charitable events in the community as well
as its ongoing support of local community
activities.

During the pandemic, there was talk of
cancelling the event for that year. However,
knowing the need for the toys was perhaps
even more important — considering many
families lost jobs with some even becoming
ill — they decided to hold it with safety
restrictions in place. The Jeeps came to the
dealership in Fox Lake but everyone stayed
in their vehicles. Despite the restrictions

top: Marines unload toys from the Jeeps and
place them into semis before transporting
them to a warehouse for distribution. left: The
parking lot at Ray Chrysler Dodge Jeep and
Ram fills up at the start of a past Jeeps on the
Run event, to be held this year on Dec 3.
COURTESY BRANDON WILK/JEEPS ON THE RUN Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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Planning an
Outdoor Reception?

We'll provide the comfort and
reassurance your guests deserve!

Portable Restroom & Sink
Rental for Any Occasion

% Holding Tank Pumping Ram, 23 U.S. Route 12, Fox Lake. The dealership is open Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

% Septic Tank Cleaning

< Prompt, Professional
el 4 Meet Your Friends at Geneva Crossmg'

Lake Geneva’s Premier
55+ Neighborhood

The Terraces
& Highlands

Active Senior Living 55+
Arbor Village
& Village Glen

Assisted Living and
Memory Care Neighborhood

162158

OPE\I\\I\ Jeep

YOUR VEHICLE cooasy
1389 West Main Street N EE DSl 1421 West Main Street
Whitewater, WI 53190 Whitewater, WI 53190

- WHEN THE PRODUCTS ARE SIMILAR IT'S THE DEALER THAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE
B 262-473-2522 « 262-473-3072 ¢ www.driveburtness.com -
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WE HAVE FURNACES & A/C’S IN STOCK! - BEST PRICES!

@

THE

THIELMANN

—GROUP

We don't do things the easy way... We do them The Thielmann way!

| = 1 THIELMANN
BURLINGTON "‘ 250N RQ]'H
Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. . ' HEATING & COOLING

I SINCE 1929

LENNOX>

55¢ REVIEWS FROM
OUR CUSTOMERS!

100% FREE QUOTES
ON NEW EQUIPMENT!
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0% FINANCING
AVAILABLE

*On select equipment.

© OO

P"DAIKIN

CALL US TODAY! $50 OFF DUCT CLEANING
Burlington (262)763-2653 | p = = = = = = = = = gy

Waterford (262) 534-5568 |A/c TUNE-UP SPECIAL ,

Oak Creek (414) 764-4700 $9 5 oo
New Berlin (262) 786-2000

EXPIRES 1/31 /24

Hartford (262)673-2500 ' &k = = = = = = = = =

LR WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS AND
ThielmannGroup-com SELL MOST MAJOR BRANDS!

444444
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IF
YOU
WANT
TO FIND
ALL THOSE
UNIQUE AND
SPECIAL GIFTS
THIS SEASON
STOP IN AND SEE
OUR AWARD WINNING
SELECTION OF FRUIT
WINES AND PICK UP A BAG
OF APPLES WE HARVESTED
FROM OUR FIELDS. THERE IS
SOMETHING FOR EVERY TASTE
TO DECORATE YOUR KITCHEN OR
HOME FROM HAND CRAFTED SIGNS
AND SAYINGS TO CANDLES THAT
WILL LIGHT UP NOT ONLY THE ROOM
BUT YOUR SPIRIT TOO. COME TO THE
APPLE BARN ORCHARD & WINERY
THIS SEASON AND LOAD UP FOR THE WINTER
WITH JUGS OF OUR FRESH PRESSED CIDER
HAND PICKED AND BOTTLED ONE AT A TIME.
COME FOR THE EXPERIENCE OF A REAL WORKING
FARM AND A PIECE OF AUTHENTIC AMERICAN
HISTORY DATING BACK TO 1846 WHEN THE JACOBSON'S
SET DOWN ROOTS IN HISTORIC WALWORTH COUNTY.
NOW 6 GENERATIONS LATER STEVE & JUDY JACOBSON
CONTINUE THAT TRADITION OF HOMEGROWN HOSPITALITY
BY OFFERING FRESH LOCALLY GROWN FRUITS AND HAND
MADE PRODUCTS THAT SUPPORT THE LOCAL COMMUNITY
CRAFTERS AND NEIGHBORS THEY CALL FRIENDS. STOP IN
THIS SEASON, FRI-SAT 10AM - 4PM & SUN. 11AM - 4PM
FROM NOV. 3 THRU DEC. 10. DON'T WAIT TOO LONG OR YOU MIGHT
MISS OUT ON THAT SPECIAL GIFT, BOTTLE OF WINE, WISCONSIN
CHEESE, OR JUG OF CIDER. PICK US. PICK APPLE BARN ORCHARD & WINERY
CLOSE TO WHERE YOU WANT TO BE AND FAR AWAY FROM ORDINARY.

262-728-3266 @ n

WWW.APPLEBARNORCHARDANDWINERY.COM
W6384 SUGAR CREEK RD. ELKHORN, WI 53121

FRI. & SAT. 10AM - 4PM e SUN. 11AM - 4PM
~ FROM NOV. 3 THRU DEC. 10 ~



