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www.shopthepig.com

prices in this ad good wednesday 9/13 thru tuesday 9/19, 2023

ANTIOCH
Phone: (847) 395-7842 

460 Orchard Street

ZION
Phone: (847) 872-4400 

3341 Sheridan Road
Store Hours: Monday thru Friday 7 am to 9 pm, Saturday and Sunday 7 am to 8 pm

    107
16 oz

Food Club
 Peanut ButterLIMIT 2

399
lb

Fresh

Ground
ChuckFresh Ground

Chuck Patties...$499
lb

FAMILY PACK
3lb.

or more 149
lb

 

Honeycrisp
Apples

Antibiotic
FREE! 99¢

lb
Whole

Fryer
Chicken

399
16 oz  Assorted Varieties - Daily’s

Premium
Smoked Bacon

199
5 lb

Wisconsin

Gold, Red or 
Russet Potatoes

12-16 oz

Creamette Pasta........ 5/$5
6 oz

Food Club Yogurt.... 10/$4
Yellow, Orange, Green or

Red Bell Peppers....... 99¢ea

289
4 lb Granulated

Food Club Sugar

169
2 lb Powdered or Brown
Food Club Sugar

piggly wiggly®
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Union Grove Flea Market2023 SATURDAYS!September 16 • October 77:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. / $2.00FREE PARKING • 715-526-9769Racine County Fairgrounds19805 Durand Ave., Union Grove, Wwww.UnionGroveFleaMarket.com
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	 As the days grow cooler, the Lake 
County Forest Preserves has planned a 
variety of entertainment as part of  Sep-
tOberFest  at Independence Grove Forest 
Preserve in Libertyville. Music by lo-
cal artists, events and programs will take 
place Wednesdays and Thursdays through 
the end of October. 
	 Lakeside fire pits and free firewood are 
available on a first come, first served basis. 
S’mores kits are also on hand for purchase.
	 Throughout SeptOberFest, 
the Beer Garden at Independence Grove is 
open 5–9 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays 
and 1–9 p.m. on Fridays, Saturdays, Sun-
days and holidays. The venue features an 
array of  local craft beers on tap from Lake 
County breweries.  Wine,  non-alcoholic 
beverages, cold brew coffee and packaged 
snacks are also available. Beer flights and 
tastings will be included in the lineup this 
fall. 
	 “The beer garden has been a very pop-
ular place to enjoy the outdoors,” said An-
gelo Kyle, president of the Lake County 
Forest Preserves. “The scenic venue over-
looking a 129-acre lake provides a fantas-
tic opportunity for family fun as we move 
into fall.” 

Musical Entertainment 
(6:30–8 pm)
• National slide guitar champion Kraig 
Kenning plays on September 21, and Oc-
tober 5 and 19.
• Singer and guitarist James Bruebach will 
perform September 13.
• Mariachi Viva Jalisco, a mariachi trio, 
performs September 14 in advance of 

Mexican Independence Day. 
• Singer, songwriter Brett Ratner plays 
acoustic guitar on September 20.
• Todd Donnelly plays steel drums on Oc-
tober 11 and 18.
• Vocalist, guitarist Liz Berg performs solo 
pop rock on October 12.   

Programs
• Trivia Night takes place from 6–7 pm, 
September 27. 
• Meet the brewmaster from Harbor Brew-
ing from 6:30–8 pm, September 28.
• Enjoy a guided walk from 5:30–7 pm, 
October 4 at  Independence Grove during 
Hike & Hops and relax by a bonfire. Reg-
istration is required at https://www.lcfpd.
org/calendar/hike--hops-20231004/?F_
c=1208.
• Take a  guided walk from 5–6:30  pm, 
October 25 at Independence Grove during 
Hike & Hops and enjoy a bonfire. Regis-
tration is required.
• Meet the brewmaster from Phase 
Three  Brewing from 6:30–8 pm, October 
26.
	 Entrance is free for Lake County resi-
dents. Non-residents are charged $12 on 
weekends and holidays. With the excep-
tion of service animals, dogs, horses and 
other pets are not permitted at Indepen-
dence Grove. 
	 For more information on SeptOberFest 
visit the website at https://www.lcfpd.org/
calendar/?F_c=1208
	 The entrance to Independence Grove 
is located on Buckley Road (Route 137) 
just east of Milwaukee Ave (Route 21) and 
west of River Road in Libertyville. 

Celebrate the season 
with SeptOberFest at 
Independence Grove

	 Above: Vocalist, guitarist 
Liz Berg is shown during a 
previous performance at In-
dependence Grove. She will 
be returning to perform on 
Thursday, Oct. 12 from 6:30 
- 8 p.m.
	 Left: Lakeside fire pits 
are available to use during 
SeptOberFest while a va-
riety of entertainment and 
programs are being offered. 
S’mores kits are also avail-
able for purchase at the 
park. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF 
LAKE COUNTY FOREST 
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Pet of the week
	 Buttercup, is about 3 years old, spayed, up-to-
date on shots (incl. rabies), tested negative for 
heartworm and on preventative and  microchipped.
	 She is a happy, easy-going, affectionate and lov-
ing dog. Walks really well on a leash. 
	 While walk-ins are welcome, adoptions are by 
appointments only to ensure we have the staff 
available to help adopters. For information and/
or to complete an online application, please visit 
www.saveapetil.org/adopt.

(262) 728-9311 (262) 325-6943
www.silversup.com 

Deb@silversup.com • Jerry@silversup.com
P.O. Box 268, Delavan, WI 53115

*Independent agents*
specializing in Senior health

options.
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By Carlos Ballesteros 
(Injustice Watch), Shannon 
Heffernan (WBEZ) and Amy 
Qin (WBEZ)
 
Editor’s note: This article 
was produced by WBEZ, Chi-
cago’s NPR news station, and 
Injustice Watch, a nonprofit 
news organization in Chica-
go focused on issues of equity 
and justice in the court sys-
tem.
 
	 Phillip Merritt’s dementia 
is so advanced he’s lost the 
ability to speak. But with the 
help of his cellmates at West-
ern Illinois Correctional Cen-
ter, the 71-year-old still man-
ages to get on the phone with 
his brother every few weeks.
“He has to have someone call 
me, and then I don’t know 
what to say to him because he 
can’t understand anything, so 
I’ll just talk,” said Merritt’s 
brother, Michael Merritt, in 
an interview. “All he can say 
are two words. … I mean, he’s 
just gone.”
	 Merritt’s deteriorating 
condition makes him a prime 
candidate to get out of prison 
under the Joe Coleman Med-
ical Release Act, a pivotal 
criminal justice reform bill 
touted by Gov. JB Pritzker 
and Illinois Democrats as an 
effective way to alleviate the 

state’s decrepit prison health 
care system, reduce the “stag-
gering” costs of caring for ail-
ing people in prison, and re-
unite families with frail loved 
ones.
	 Under the act—named af-
ter a decorated Army veteran 
who died of prostate cancer 
while incarcerated—Illinois 
prisoners can request early re-
lease if they’re terminally ill 
and expected to die within 18 
months or if they’re medical-
ly incapacitated and need help 
with more than one activity of 
daily living, such as eating or 
using the bathroom.
	 But a year-and-a-half since 
the Coleman Act went into ef-
fect, an investigation by Injus-
tice Watch and WBEZ found 
far fewer prisoners have been 
released under the law than 
expected, as the medical re-
lease process has become 
mired in the charged politics 
of criminal justice reform in 
the post-George Floyd era.
	 Behind the lower-than-ex-
pected numbers is the Prison-
er Review Board, a state body 
appointed by Pritzker and 
confirmed by the Illinois Sen-
ate with final say on medical 
release requests.
	 As of mid-August, the 
board had denied nearly 
two-thirds of medical release 
requests from dying and dis-

Dying and disabled Illinois prisoners kept 
behind bars, despite new medical release law
The Joe Coleman Medical Release Act was expected to have freed hundreds of terminally ill and medically incapacitated 
prisoners in Illinois by now. But only a few dozen have been released, an investigation from Injustice Watch and WBEZ reveals.

abled prisoners who met the 
medical criteria to get out of 
prison under the Coleman 
Act—including Merritt.
“I couldn’t believe it,” his 
brother said. “How could 
they deny him? He can’t even 
talk!”
	 More than half of the 94 
denied applicants were old-
er than age 60, and half had 
spent at least 15 years behind 
bars, according to an analysis 
of state prison data. At least 
two died in prison, including 
an 81-year-old who had been 
incarcerated for more than 
three decades and was sched-
uled to be released in 2025. 
Another man died five days 
before the board denied his 
request.
	 Meanwhile, the Prisoner 
Review Board has only grant-
ed 52 medical releases—a 
rate of fewer than three re-
leases per month on average 
since board members began 
voting on those requests, re-
cords show.
	 Advocates say the board 
is undermining the Coleman 
Act and forcing ill-equipped 
prison staff to care for dying 
and disabled prisoners, even 
those with families practically 
begging to take them off their 
hands.
	 “Our prison system is now 
completely overburdened by 
people who pose absolutely 
no risk to public safety but are 
tremendously expensive to 
care for,” said Jennifer Soble, 
lead author of the Coleman 
Act and executive director 
of the Illinois Prison Project, 
a nonprofit legal group that 
represents dozens of medical 
release applicants.
	 “From a cost-saving per-
spective, from a govern-
ment-efficiency perspective, 
and truly from a moral per-
spective, we need to be doing 
something differently here,” 
she said.
	 Donald Shelton, chair of 
the Prisoner Review Board, 
declined an interview request, 
but he defended the board’s 
record on medical release 
requests in an email sent 
through a spokesperson.
	 “Each case that comes be-
fore the board comes with its 
own set of circumstances to 
be studied and evaluated by 
members,” he wrote. “Due 
diligence is given by the 
board to every person who 
sets a petition before them.”
 
More medical releases 
could save taxpayers 
millions
	 It’s unclear exactly how 
many of Illinois’ nearly 
30,000 prisoners could quali-
fy for medical release. Under 
the Coleman Act, the Illinois 
Department of Corrections 
is required to keep track of 
that number, but department 
officials said they don’t have 
it yet. A department spokes-
person said the data would be 
published by year’s end.
	 What is clear, from years 
of scathing reports from an in-
dependent monitor appointed 
by a federal judge, is Illinois 
prisons are unfit to provide 
health care for the thousands 
of aging, disabled and inca-
pacitated prisoners.
	 Half of the state’s prison 
medical staff jobs are current-
ly vacant. Prisoners with mo-
bility issues suffer bed sores 
and frequent falls because no 
one is around to care for them. 
Some are even left sitting in 

their own waste, according to 
the monitor’s reports.
	 “Prescriptions go unre-
newed, cancers go undiag-
nosed. In the worst cases, as 
everyone here knows, people 
die painful deaths because of 
the lack of care,” attorney Ca-
mille Bennett with the ACLU 
of Illinois said at a recent 
hearing on health care in state 
prisons.
	 Even this substandard care 
is expensive. Illinois paid 
$250 million last fiscal year 
to Wexford Health Sources, a 
for-profit company contracted 
to provide health care to state 
prisoners, according to state 
records.
	 Wexford’s 10-year contract 
expired in 2021, but the com-
pany continues providing care 
as Illinois seeks new bidders. 
Releasing more people under 
the Coleman Act could bring 
down the long-term cost of 
prison health care, said Alan 
Mills, executive director of 
the Uptown People’s Law 
Center, a legal clinic in Chica-
go whose lawsuits against the 
state led to the appointment of 
the independent monitor.
	 “The more prisoners there 
are who are medically needy, 
the higher the cost of caring 
for them, and the higher the 
bids will be,” Mills said.
	 Conversely, if the Prisoner 
Review Board approved more 
medical releases, the cost sav-
ings for taxpayers in the long 
term could be in the millions, 
Mills said.
	 Daniel Conn, chief execu-
tive of Wexford Health Sourc-
es, did not respond to an inter-
view request. LaToya Hughes, 
acting director of the Illinois 
Department of Corrections, 
declined to comment.
	 There are other, more im-
mediate savings for Illinois 
taxpayers if more ailing pris-
oners were released, Mills 
said.
	 A recent government re-
port showed Illinois spends 
more than $76,000 on average 
to incarcerate a single person 
for a year. Experts say ter-
minally ill and incapacitated 
prisoners are much more ex-
pensive to care for. Prisoners 
whose medical needs can’t be 
met in prison infirmaries are 
escorted to and from hospitals 
by guards. With prisons short-
staffed, officers already rou-
tinely require overtime pay.
	 By refusing to release more 
ailing prisoners, the Prisoner 
Review Board is also making 
it harder for prison medical 
staff to care for everyone else, 
Mills said.
	 “What limited resources 
we have are being devoted to 
people who are most seriously 
mentally or physically ill, and 
that doesn’t leave any health 
care for anybody else at all,” 
he said.
	 At the same time, the over-
burdened health care system 
is also blocking more prison-
ers from getting out under the 
Coleman Act.
	 Prisoners must be found 
qualified for medical release 
by a prison doctor or nurse 
before the board votes on 
their case. But prisoners of-
ten wait weeks or months to 
know whether they’ll qualify, 
records show. In one case, a 
prisoner at Illinois River Cor-
rectional Center waited 152 
days before finding out he 
didn’t qualify for release, re-
cords show.
	 Prison medical staff have 

said 240 prisoners who ap-
plied were unqualified for 
medical release. At least a 
handful of those prisoners 
lived in a prison infirmary, 
used wheelchairs, or had ter-
minal diseases like end-stage 
liver disease; and at least 
three died in prison, records 
show.
	 There are other frail and 
disabled prisoners who don’t 
see a doctor on a regular ba-
sis, “so there’s no way for the 
doctors to know about their 
condition,” Soble said.
	 Michael Merritt knows the 
limitations of the prison health 
care system all too well. His 
brother Phillip Merritt hasn’t 
received proper medical treat-
ment in prison for years, he 
said, and he’s afraid of what 
could happen as his brother’s 
dementia worsens.
	 He wishes the state would 
let his brother die at home, 
where his family can take 
turns caring for him, instead 
of a prison cell, where he’s 
unsure whether there’s any-
one to properly look after 
him.
	 “I don’t know what the 
problem is,” Merritt said. 
“They know they can’t take 
care of him in there the way 
he is supposed to be taken 
care of.”
 
Medical release 
decisions dictated by 
politics
	 The Prisoner Review 
Board never told Merritt 
why they denied his broth-
er’s medical release request. 
Their deliberations happen 
behind closed doors, and the 
law doesn’t require them to 
provide an explanation.
	 Board chair Shelton said 
members weigh many fac-
tors when voting on medical 
release requests, but they pri-
marily focus on an applicants’ 
prior convictions, where they 
plan to live once they’re re-
leased,  and testimonies from 
the victims of their crimes.
	 An analysis of the board’s 
decisions shows there’s likely 
another factor at play: poli-
tics.
	 Under state law, the board 
is required to be roughly 
evenly split between Demo-
crats and Republicans. The 
12 current members include 
former law enforcement of-
ficials, educators, attorneys, 
and counselors. Pritzker ap-
points all board members, 
who are then confirmed by the 
state Senate.
	 Medical release requests 
are decided by panels of three 
board members; at least two 
must agree to either approve 
or deny a request. Shelton 
said board members are “cho-
sen randomly” for the panels.
But so far, Republicans have 
cast more votes in medical re-
lease cases than Democrats—
and they are much more likely 
to vote to deny those requests, 
an analysis of voting data 
shows.
	 Three out of the four board 
members with the highest 
denial rates—Jared Bohland, 
Kenneth Tupy, and LeAnn 
Miller—are Republicans. 
Each of them voted to deny 
release in more than 70% of 
the cases they heard, and each 
voted on more than a third of 
all medical release requests, 
voting data shows.
	 Bohland and Tupy, along 
with Democrat Matthew 
Coates, were on the panel that 

denied Phillip Merritt’s med-
ical release request in July. 
They voted to deny six out 
of seven requests that day, re-
cords show.
	 A month earlier, Bohland 
was part of another panel, this 
time with two other Demo-
crats, when they heard the 
case of 82-year-old Saul Col-
bert.
	 Like Merritt, Colbert de-
veloped dementia while serv-
ing time for armed robbery. 
They both also had previous 
violent convictions, records 
show; Merritt had a convic-
tion for attempted murder, 
while Colbert was convicted 
of murder.
	 Both had family ready to 
take them in, and both were 
represented by the same at-
torney with the Illinois Prison 
Project. But the board voted 
2-1 to release Colbert, with 
Bohland voting against.
	 “The only difference be-
tween those cases was the 
panel,” Soble said.
	 Through a spokesperson, 
Bohland, Tupy, and Miller 
declined to answer questions 
about their voting records.
	 Lisa Daniels, a former 
board member and a restor-
ative justice practitioner, said 
she believes some of her for-
mer colleagues are ideolog-
ically against letting anyone 
out of prison early.
	 They “simply believe that 
a person should complete the 
entirety of their sentence, no 
matter the circumstances they 
present in their petition, no 
matter how that person may 
have shown themselves to be 
redeemed, and no matter (if 
they’re) no longer a threat to 
public safety,” Daniels said.
Daniels resigned from the 
board in January, one of six 
Democrats to step down or 
fail to be appointed since 
2021. In the past few years, 
the state GOP has turned the 
board into a new front in the 
ongoing debate over criminal 
justice reform.
	 Democrats, who have a 
supermajority in the state 
Senate, have failed to muster 
enough support among their 
ranks to get Pritzker’s ap-
pointments through, leaving 
the board with three vacant 
seats.
 
Pritzker declined an 
interview request.
	 In a statement, he acknowl-
edged his administration has 
had a hard time recruiting 
potential board members be-
cause of the frayed political 
atmosphere around its work.
“In today’s political climate 
where supporting common-
sense criminal justice reform 
has become a lightning rod, 
the Coleman Act’s initial suc-
cess should be seen as major 
progress in the right direc-
tion,” he said.
	 Coleman Act has ‘failed to 
live up to its promise’
	 The day Pritzker signed the 
Coleman Act, its main spon-
sor, state Rep. Will Guzzardi, 
D-Chicago, said in a press re-
lease the law would transform 
Illinois’ prison system and 
allow families to properly say 
goodbye to their loved ones.
“I’m sorry we couldn’t afford 
this mercy to Joe Coleman, 
but I’m proud that we’ll be 
able to do so for hundreds of 
other Illinoisans,” Guzzardi 
said.

See BEHIND BARS, Page 3
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By Andrew Adams 
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS
	 A group of businesses filed 
a complaint with state regu-
lators last week alleging that 
Chicago electric company 
Commonwealth Edison im-
properly raised customer bills 
this summer. 
	 The complaint—centered 
on a portion of the 2021 Cli-
mate and Equitable Jobs Act 
that allows utilities to recoup 
carbon mitigation invest-
ments—alleges the utility 
failed to follow the proper 
regulatory channels laid out 
in Gov. JB Pritzker’s marquee 
climate policy.
	 The complaint was filed by 
the Chemical Industry Coun-
cil of Illinois, a trade group 
that lobbies for chemical busi-
nesses, alleging the change in 
billing will cost its roughly 
100 member companies about 
$100 million combined be-
tween June 2023 and May 
2024. Eight other groups are 
also listed as complainants, 
including Loyola Academy, a 
suburban Catholic school.
	 Read the ICC complaint
	 It’s the latest salvo in the 
industrial sector’s opposition 
to elements of CEJA. Other 
major business groups have 
long warned that CEJA could 
result in increased energy 
costs, especially to large in-
dustrial customers, which are 
among the biggest users of 
electricity.  
	 The Illinois Commerce 
Commission will consider 
the complaint, which could 
set a precedent allowing the 
oversight agency to have 
tighter control over how fees 
are calculated. All five of the 
commission’s members were 
appointed by Pritzker. 
	 The fee at the center of the 
complaint is the “Carbon-Free 
Resource Adjustment,” or 
CFRA. The complaint alleges 
the fee was calculated without 

proper oversight and asks the 
ICC to order ComEd to stop 
using CFRA to recover costs 
and reimburse the complain-
ants for any fees already col-
lected this year. ComEd began 
collecting money from cus-
tomers using CFRA in June. 
	 While businesses filed the 
complaint, the CFRA charge 
appears on residential cus-
tomers’ bills as well. ComEd 
serves 3.8 million residen-
tial customers and 400,000 
non-residential customers, 
according to data from the 
ICC. For residential custom-
ers, this fee currently accounts 
for around 7 percent of total 
monthly bills, depending on 
local taxes and electric usage.
	 The hearing process, which 
is overseen by an administra-
tive judge, could take up to a 
year unless the parties agree 
to an extension. The case will 
then be decided by the five 
governor-appointed commis-
sioners of the ICC. 
 
CEJA’s role
	 The authority to charge 
such a fee comes from a pro-
vision in CEJA that provided 
subsidies to nuclear pow-
er plants in an effort to save 
three aging plants from going 
offline. 
	 The law outlined a pro-
gram that allows the state to 
purchase energy in bulk from 
three of the state’s six nucle-
ar power plants at fixed rates 
using a financial instrument 
called carbon mitigation cred-
its, or CMCs, which are then 
sold to electric utilities. 
	 This guaranteed income 
was intended to entice Ex-
elon, the then-owner of Il-
linois’ nuclear fleet, to keep 
open several plants it had 
planned to close. In early 
2022, Exelon, which remains 
ComEd’s parent company, 
spun out its nuclear genera-
tion arm into an independent 

company, Constellation Ener-
gy. Constellation’s executive 
team is entirely made up of 
former ComEd and Exelon 
executives and managers.
	 Under the CMC program, 
if the actual market rate for 
electricity is lower than the 
cost of CMCs, utilities can 
credit consumers for the dif-
ference—something they did 
last year, saving the average 
customer around $20 per 
month, according to a press 
release from Pritzker from 
the time. If the market rate 
is higher than the fixed price, 
utilities may add a charge to 
customer bills to make up the 
difference.
  The complaint alleges that 
ComEd increased the CFRA 
charge to customers in June 
to include a “clawback” of 
money that was credited to 
customers last year in addi-
tion to compounded interest 
on those fees. This change 
was outlined in a set of revi-
sions to the legal document 
outlining how ComEd calcu-
lates CFRA fees based on its 
“tariff”—the document that 
defines what rates utilities can 
charge. These revisions were 
not “suspended,” meaning the 
ICC held no formal hearings 
on the subject. 
	 In a May filing with the 
U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Exelon told fed-
eral regulators and investors 
that ComEd lost $1.1 billion 
due to the CMC program be-
tween June 2022 and March 
2023. 
	 The fact that ComEd deter-
mined losses on its own, the 
complainants allege, violated 
a provision of CEJA that re-
quires those determinations to 
be reviewed by the ICC in an 
annual proceeding.
	 “As a result of ComEd’s 
lack of disclosure of the real 

Complaint alleges ComEd 
violated state law by raising 
fees on customer bills 

Regulatory filing is among the first dealing 
with state’s 2021 climate law

	 Criminal justice reformers 
celebrated the Coleman Act 
as a model for other states to 
follow. In a report last year, 
FAMM, a prominent nation-
al advocacy group, said the 
Coleman Act was one of the 
strongest “compassionate re-
lease” laws in the country.
	 But so far, the act has 
“failed to live up to its 
promise,” said Mary Price, 
FAMM’s general counsel 
and the report’s author.
	 Advocates want law-
makers to institute several 
changes to the Coleman Act 
to encourage the Prisoner 
Review Board to release 
more people.
	 Lawmakers should re-
quire board members to vis-
it prison infirmaries to see 
firsthand the state of prison 
health care, advocates said. 
The board should also re-
ceive more training on how 
to evaluate the medical con-
ditions of prisoners applying 
for release.
	 Advocates also want the 
state to provide prisoners 
who are applying for medical 
release with an attorney to ar-
gue their case. Guzzardi said 
he’ll advocate for funding for 
that in the upcoming fall leg-
islative session.
	 Lawmakers should also 
allow prisoners to reapply 

•	Behind bars   (Continued from page 2)

for medical release sooner 
than currently allowed, said 
William Nissen, an attorney 
who represents prisoners pro 
bono, including on medical 
release requests.
	 Prisoners denied medi-
cal release currently have to 
wait six months before they 
can reapply, unless they get 

a special exemption from 
the board. Shelton has only 
approved three out of 10 
requests so far, according 
to figures provided by the 
board’s chief legal counsel.
	 “If you’re representing a 
terminally ill person, then a 
large part of their remaining 
life is gone before you can 

even apply again,” Nissen 
said.
	 Nissen said lawmakers 
should also require the board 
to explain why they denied a 
medical release to “instill a 
certain amount of discipline 
in the decision-making pro-
cess.” If board members have 
to articulate their reason for 

denying someone release, 
maybe they’ll reconsider the 
decision, he said.
	 Phillip Merritt’s attorney 
is in the process of refiling 
his medical release request. 
His brother Michael doesn’t 
know whether he’ll get out 
this time. And he hasn’t 
been able to reach Phillip in 

three weeks—the cellmate 
who had helped facilitate the 
calls was apparently trans-
ferred.
	 But he’s certain he and 
his family can give Phillip a 
more humane send-off than 
any prison could.
	 “At least he could go 
peacefully,” he said.

Student manufacturing 
internship program celebrates 

another successful year
	 Students joined McHenry County, 
its partners, and local manufacturers at 
McHenry County College to celebrate 
another successful summer of the 
Manufacturing Pathways Rotational 
Internship Program.
	 The Thursday evening event at 
the college’s Luecht Auditorium 
commemorated the second year of 
the program, which partners high-
school students interested in pursuing 
manufacturing careers with local 
manufacturers offering paid internships. 
Eighty-nine students worked this 
summer with 22 host companies – and 
seven of them were subsequently hired 
full-time.
	 County Board Chairman Michael 
Buehler lauded the program as a crown 
jewel of the Advance McHenry County 
initiative, which invested millions of 
dollars in federal COVID-19 relief 
funding into programs that directly 
benefit the community. One of the first 
grants approved by the McHenry County 
Board was a $717,300 award to MCC and 
the Manufacturing Pathways Consortium 
to get the internship program started.
	 “I firmly believe that this grant was 
one of the wisest investments that the 
County Board ever made,” Buehler, 
R-Crystal Lake, said. “The Rotational 
Internship Program was exactly what 
the County Board had in mind when 
Advance McHenry County was created 
– a forward-thinking endeavor that is 
paying major dividends, both immediate 
and long-term.”
	 Buehler and County Administrator 
Peter Austin hosted a brief panel 
discussion with several of the students 
to discuss their experiences, which 

many of the participating manufacturers 
chronicled on social media throughout 
the summer. This year’s students came 
from 12 county high schools and the 
Illinois Math and Science Academy.
	 “I’m a senior, and next year, I’ll be 
going to college for engineering,” said 
Liam Kellas, a Huntley High School 
student who worked as a rotational intern 
over the summer. “I think that getting a 
feel for what I’m going into, or what I 
could go into, is pretty helpful.”
	 McHenry County College President 
Clint Gabbard hailed the success of the 
program in showing students preparing 
for adulthood the benefits of pursuing 
careers in manufacturing. The college 
jointly applied for the grant with the 
Manufacturing Pathways Consortium, 
which is a partnership of manufacturers, 
schools and community groups with a 
mission to ensure that McHenry County 
manufacturers have a steady pipeline of 
talented and trained workers.
	 “Manufacturing represents the largest 
industry in McHenry County. And as the 
community’s college, we’re committed 
to growing and educating a workforce 
ready to fill these highly skilled, 
technical roles,” Gabbard said. “This 
program allows students to experience 
the breadth of career opportunities 
within the manufacturing industry, 
positively impacting our local workforce 
for years to come.”
	 Next summer will mark the third 
and final year of the program, and 
applications to participate will be 
available in early 2024. The application 
portal, when it opens, can be found on 
the Manufacturing Pathways Consortium 
website at mfgpathways.com. 

See COMPLAINT, Page 4
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WE HONOR ALL VALID LAKE 
COUNTY LIQUOR ADS

Sale Dates: 
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NO LIMIT CASH & CARRY COUPON SPECIALS
(No debit or credit cards)

The Largest Wine, Beer & Spirits 
Selection in Lake County

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES AND CORRECT PRINTING ERRORS

Your Bourbon & Rye Barrel Pick Headquarters

CAZADORES BLANCO OR

REPOSADO TEQUILA

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 9/19/23 (No debit or credit cards)

750 ML

750 ML

$1499

$4999

$1599

750 ML

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 9/19/23 (No debit or credit cards)

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 9/19/23 (No debit or credit cards)

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 9/19/23 (No debit or credit cards)

$2499

$1199

$1999

750 ML

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 9/19/23 (No debit or credit cards)

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 9/19/23 (No debit or credit cards)

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 9/19/23 (No debit or credit cards)

Cash & Carry Coupon 
Expires 9/19/23 (No debit or credit cards)

WHILE

IT LASTS!
1.75 LITER

$1599
Cash & Carry Coupon 

Expires 9/19/23 (No debit or credit cards)

750 ML
$1499

$999
750 ML

11am-7pm Mon.-Tues.-Wed.; 

9am-9pm Thurs.-Fri.-Sat.; 9am-5pm Sun.

antiochwine.com
1180 South Main Street

Southwest Corner Rt. 173 & 83
Antioch, IL 60002 • 847-395-3540

JOHNNIE WALKER HIGH

RYE SCOTCH

($17.99 LESS $2 
INSTANT REBATE)

TULLAMORE DEW

IRISH WHISKEY

Ezra Brooks Bourbon  .......................  $49.99
Rebel Yell ................................. ........$49.99
New Riff Bourbon .............................. $54.99
Rossville Rye .................................... $54.99
Whistlepig Piggyback

Rye Barrel Proof ................................ $59.99
Dancing Goat
7 Year Bourbon ................................. $59.99 
Dancing Goat 8 Year
Corn Cherry Bitters Barrel .................. $59.99
George Remus .................................. $64.99
Starlight Portuguese
Tawny Port Finish Rye ....................... $79.99
Coppercraft 9yr
Barrel Proof Bourbon ......................... $84.99

($17.99 LESS $6 
INSTANT REBATE

ONE 2)

BLUE CHAIR BAY

RUM CREAM

($17.99 LESS $3 
INSTANT REBATE)

($29.99 LESS $5 
INSTANT REBATE)

12-12 OZ. CANS TOPO CHIC

HARD SELTZERS
($14.99 LESS $3 
INSTANT REBATE)

750 ML

THREE OLIVES

VODKA

BARDSTOWN FUSION

BOURBON

COURVOISER

VS COGNAC

VERSE GIN
FROM TRAVERSE CITY

(REGULARLY
$49.99)
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VETERAN’S TRUCK LINE INC.
in Burlington, Wis. is now  
accepting applications for:

TRUCK 
DRIVERS

CALL NOW:
(262) 539-4460

 
 Ask for Don

Go to www.vetstruck.com for applications.
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★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
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★
★
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★
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★

• 401(k) w/contribution
• Drive newer equipment
•  Paid vacations/holidays
• Paid life/disability
•  Must have Class A CDL and  

pass medical/drug screen

•  Home most nights/every 
weekend

• Paid health benefits
•  Hourly pay starting at $23.00
•  Time & 1/2 over 40 hours
• 6 month $24.00

416722

TEAM

ERMCO

Ermco Components, Inc.
224-372-4350

Assemblers: Pay rates starting at $16.00 per hour with a 
$.50 differential depending on the shift you select.

Currently hiring for all shifts. Shift hours: (7-3), (3-11), & (11-7)

Benefits start on day 1! 
• Medical • Dental • Vision • Referral Bonus ($500.00)

• Weekly Attendance Bonus (perfect attendance) • Paid Lunch
• Short term/long term disability • 401K match

• Retirement pension (company paid)
• Life Insurance (company paid)

• 2 weeks’ vacation after 1 year of service • Sick time

Together we can make a difference!
443774

Regional Consolidation Partners and 
Lake County break ground on ROC facility
	 After years of planning and 
research, Regional 9-1-1 Consolidation 
Partners and the Lake County Board 
joined together to celebrate the 
groundbreaking of the new Regional 
Operations and Communications 
(ROC) Facility in July.
	 The 37,426 square-foot facility, 
termed the “ROC” will be built next 
to the Lake County Central Permit 
Facility in Libertyville. The facility 
is designed to house a consolidated 
Public Safety Answering Points 
(PSAP), the County’s Emergency 
Management Agency (LCEMA), and 
the supporting staff and technologies. 
It will bring together highly trained 
experts and state-of-the-art technology 
to coordinate resources, information, 
and emergency communications and 
management all under one roof.
	 “The Regional Operations and 
Communications (ROC) Facility is 
a critically important infrastructure 
project that will enable our first 
responders – law enforcement, fire, 
EMS, and dispatch - to respond more 
quickly to emergency events across 
Lake County and the region,” said 
Lake County Board Chair Sandy 
Hart. “The ROC Facility will be a 
model of excellence and will bring 
greater coordination and collaboration 
between the vital agencies who are 
dedicated to serving our Lake County 
residents.” 
	 “This is a very exciting day for 
Lake County,” said Sheriff John 
D. Idleburg. “The ROC is coming 
to fruition thanks to countywide 

stakeholders and legislators who 
have a strong desire to keep the 
community safe. This building will 
house dedicated staff who will utilize 
the most state-of-the-art public safety 
technology. We are very proud and 
thrilled to see ground broken on what 
will be an incredible public safety 
facility.”
	 On average, there are 85,000 
emergency calls every year in Lake 
County, with 7,000 of those calls 
requiring mutual aid from surrounding 
agencies. Every time a call is transferred, 
valuable minutes can be lost leading to 
emergency response delays.
	 “When responding to a public 
safety emergency, minutes matter,” 
said Greater Round Lake Fire 
Protection Chief Greg Formica. “This 
new facility will bring the necessary 
resources to the right place in the 
shortest amount of time, providing for 
the best possible outcome. In the end, 
this can be lifesaving.”
	 Coordination between community 
partners is critical when responding 
in emergency events, whether local 
or regional. Within this new facility, 
participating agencies will have 
an unprecedented opportunity for 
seamless information sharing and 
collaboration between first responders.
	 “The Lake County Emergency 
Telephone System Board (LCETSB) 
has always supported the concept of 
consolidating ETSB, 9-1-1 and EMA 
into one facility,” said Lake Zurich 
Police Chief and Lake County ETSB 
Chair Steve Husak. “Because these 

independent entities will share one 
space, there will be collaboration 
among dispatch, law enforcement, fire, 
EMS, and other first responders. This 
will lead to a more effective public 
safety response for the participating 
partners and the communities they 
serve.”
	 “Because Lake County Emergency 
Management and the Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) will be in the 
same building as the consolidated 9-1-
1 and ETSB, we will have increased 
insight into information and data that 
will enhance coordination, support and 
response actions across the County 
during disasters and other emergency 
events, “ said Dan Eder, Lake County 
Emergency Manager. “We are proud 
to share this space with the other 
partnering entities and look forward to 
2025 when the building opens.”
	 Financial assistance for this project 
includes a $1 million Emergency 
Operations Center Grant obtained by 
U.S. Congressman Brad Schneider, 
$2 million from the Illinois Clean 
Energy Communities Foundation 
Grant, $5 million Lake County 
Emergency Telephone System Board 
commitment, a $30 million Lake 
County General Obligation Bond 
approved by the Lake County Board 
and additional monies contributed via 
Lake County’s Capitol program and 
the American Rescue Plan Act.
	 It is anticipated that construction 
will be completed by December 2024. 
The ROC building is scheduled to 
open in 2025.

HELP WANTED

Roofing assistance 
program open to help 
low-income residents

Deadline to apply is Friday
	 Low-income homeowners 
with roofs in need of repair or 
replacement can get financial 
assistance through the new 
McHenry County Roofing 
Assistance Program. 
	 The program, funded 
through a US Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Grant, was created to as-
sist low- to moderate-income 
McHenry County homeown-
ers who face costly roof re-
pairs and/or replacement. 
	 In order to qualify, a 
homeowner must have a to-
tal household income of 80% 
or less of Area Median In-
come, with preference going 
to homeowners at or below 
50%, and senior citizens 65 
and older. The home must be 
in McHenry County and must 
be the homeowner’s primary 
residence. The income cut-
offs, which are also based on 
the number of persons in the 
household, can be found at 
https://bit.ly/3Lf4ccM. 
	 Interested homeowners are 
strongly encouraged to attend 
any of the three information-
al sessions being held by the 
McHenry County Community 
Development Division: 
•  The Monday, Sept. 11 meet-
ing will have already passed 
by press time of this publica-

tion.  
• Wednesday, Sept. 13, from 
5 to 6 p.m., at the McHenry 
County Housing Authority, 
1125 Mitchell Court, Crystal 
Lake. 
• A virtual meeting will be 
held from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Sept. 15, through Mi-
crosoft Teams. The link to 
join the meeting is https://bit.
ly/3sN9h5J; the meeting ID 
is 213 105 413 185, and the 
passcode is c6pZVS. 
	 The pre-application peri-
od opens at 8 a.m. Sept. 15; 
it ends at 4 p.m. Wednes-
day Sept. 20, or when 200 
pre-applications have been 
received, whichever comes 
first. Pre-applications must 
be completed and submitted 
online, and the portal can be 
found at https://portal.neigh-
borlysoftware.com/MCHEN-
RYCOUNTYIL/Participant.
	 The grant will be award-
ed to 25 homeowners, and a 
blind lottery will be held Sept. 
25 to choose the recipients, 
who will be notified by email 
and invited to complete the 
full program application. 
	 For more information, 
please contact Michelle Hal-
vorsen at MLHalvorsen@
mchenrycountyil.gov, or call 
815-334-4088.

nature of its filings of these tar-
iff revisions with the Commis-
sion, no party had an opportu-
nity to object to the massive im-
pacts of ComEd’s revisions,” 
the complaint reads. 
	 The business groups also 
allege ComEd’s maneuver vio-
lates the state’s Public Utilities 
Act as an act of “imprudent 
management” of the Carbon 
Free Resource Adjustment 
credits and charges.
	 “It was never reviewed, 
there were never any hearings 
on it, it’s a lot of money and our 
position is that it violates the 
law,” Patrick Giordano, a law-
yer representing the business 
groups listed in the complaint, 
told Capitol News Illinois. 
ComEd has denied impropriety 
in its use of the adjustment and 
CMCs. 
	 “We are appropriately 
charging and crediting custom-
ers and have been clear about 
the CMCs and the charges and 
credits that implement them 
with the Commission and our 
customers,” Shannon Brey-

•	Complaint   (Continued from  page 3)

maier, ComEd’s head of com-
munications, said in an email. 
“We’re still analyzing the 
complaint, but expect to vigor-
ously defend our actions in im-
plementing carbon mitigation 
credits.” 
	 Constellation, which has at-
tributed continued operations of 
three of Illinois’ nuclear plants 
to the CMC program, signaled 
caution regarding the program 
to its investors in a February 
regulatory filing with the SEC. 
In it, the company noted that 
“regulatory or legal” challenges 
like this were possible and that 
the company “cannot reason-
ably predict the outcome of any 
such challenges.”
 
CEJA’s other effects
	 The complaint is not the 
only matter before the ICC that 
will largely define the strength 
of CEJA’s regulatory backbone. 
	 The commission is currently 
considering sets of plans from 
both ComEd and Ameren Illi-
nois that set the utilities’ next 
four years of electric rates, in-
frastructure spending and long-
term plans for the electric grid. 
These complex plans are the 
result of CEJA’s reforms to the 
state’s ratemaking process. 
	 The ICC is expected to ap-
prove modified versions of 
these plans before the end of 
the year.
	 CEJA also opened the door 
for closer ICC oversight of 
utilities’ profit rates and the 
energy sector’s environmen-
tal impacts. This has attracted 
the attention of national and 
state-level advocacy groups.
	 Similarly, because of a re-
quirement in CEJA, the ICC 
has requested all large gas and 
electric utilities in the state of-
fer discounted energy rates to 
low-income customers. Con-
sumer advocates are currently 
sparring with gas utilities over 
the question of how steep these 
discounts should be and who 
should be eligible for them in 
cases that are also expected to 
finish before the end of the year.
	 Electric utilities are expect-
ed to file low-income rate de-
sign plans in the coming years.
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*Prices do not include tax, title, license and service fee. Dealership is not responsible for printing errors. Please see dealership for details. Sale ends 9/19/2023.

443703

Nick Kramer Jeff MucksPatrick Lynch Bob ChristensenIsaac ThielGeoff Eckhardt Dan Dace Graham RobsonBob LaBadie Christian Rupp Nick UhenJim Olsson

Josh Luchini Alfredo MoralesEvan RichterBen HowellChris Kahlmorgan Joe ZubarikCraig Roffers Pedro PerezDan DotzlerPete Manos Donna JanzThomas Gier

OVER 200
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES!

2021 JEEP WRANGLER SAHARA UNLIMITED

$43,490

P15561

2020 CHEVY TRAILBOSS LT

$45,990

P15577

2022 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER SEL

$29,490

P15281A

2023 GMC YUKON XL SLT

$82,990
DIESEL

P15569

2020 GMC TERRAIN SLE

$25,990

P15471

2021 FORD F-150 XLT
$41,490

P15319

2019 FORD EXPEDITION XLT

$34,990

P15455A

2022 FORD F-250 LARIAT

$68,990

240103A

2020 RAM PROMASTER CARGO

$31,990

P15345

2020 CHEVY BLAZER LT

$28,490

KB2657

2020 FORD FUSION S
$20,990

P15567

2019 RAM BIG HORN

$32,990

P15407B

2020 CADILLAC XT6 AWD SPORT

$41,990

P15383

2020 CHEVY SILVERADO LT

$37,990

230434A

2016 FORD MUSTANG GT PREMIUM

$32,990

P15343

2019 CHEVY EQUINOX LT

$17,490

230436A

2021 CADILLAC XT5 AWD SPORT

$40,990

P15459

2022 CHEVY COLORADO ZR2

$42,990

P15428

2020 CHEVY EQUINOX LT

$25,490

KB2656

2014 FORD MUSTANG GT

$29,990
ONLY 6,000 MILES

P15542

2020 FORD EDGE ST

$34,990
ONLY 11,000 MILES

P15359

2014 FORD EDGE SPORT

$14,490

P15386A

2021 FORD BRONCO BIG BEND

$42,490

P15539

2021 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER

$28,990

P15507

2021 VOLKSWAGEN TIGUAN SE

$21,490

P15394

2020 CHEVY SILVERADO TRAILBOSS

$34,990

230379A

2013 RAV-4 LIMITED

$17,490

P15586

2021 FORD BRONCO SPORT BIG BEND

$29,990

P15469

2018 AUDI Q3 PREMIUM

$16,990

240027B

2021 CHEVY MALIBU LT

$18,990

P15354

Fall Kick-Off Sale*
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E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to: news@hi-liter.com

BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade stands, 
school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE,

southernlakesnewspapers.com and rvpnews.com

This is your 
chance to 

promote your 
organization 

or special 
event! 

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER.

376286

433966

REAL NEWS

Digital Subscription is available for this newspaper for 
FREE!

Just go to southernlakesnewspapers.com!

Click on “SUBSCRIBE” in the menu bar at the top of the page, 
then click “e-editions” to choose your newspaper!

Start your electronic subscription today!

is in
THE NEWSPAPER!

Volo Bog in need 
of volunteers for 
restoration effort
	 The breathtaking and 
unique Volo Bog is protected 
for its habitat and numerous 
rare and endangered species 
including calla lilies, pitcher 
plants, and star flowers. And 
that’s where the Bog needs 
your help. Many of these 
rare species are in decline, 
and brush and invasive spe-
cies threaten to crowd them 
out. Volo Bog eaglerly awaits 
new friends in an active stew-
ardship community who will 
be some of the first people to 
help this precious nature re-
gain lost ground. 
	 The public is invited to 
join in on this new restoration 
effort by walking the bog 
and talking about the ecolo-

gy and discuss projects and 
areas where they would like 
to work. Volunteers can help 
plan and lead, or just pitch in 
on various projects. 
	 Join on Saturday, Sept. 30 
from 9 a.m. to noon. Meet 
in the nature center parking 
lot. Volunteers should come 
dressed for the weather and 
ready to learn, work and make 
an impact. 
	 To rsvp or ask a ques-
tion, contact Jo at jonathan@
friendsilnature.org.

Volunteers needed 
for Moraine Hills ‘Run 
for the Hills’ Sept. 23
	 Moraine Hills State 
Park  and  Friends of Moraine 
Hills State Park  are looking 
for volunteers to help with 

the Moraine Hills ‘Run for the 
Hills’ on Saturday, Sept. 23. 
	 Volunteers will need to 
arrive at 6:45 a.m. for an in-
structional meeting, and cof-
fee, then help out along the 
course until 12:30 p.m.
	 Anyone that volunteers 
will receive a Run shirt and 
snacks – and a hearty thank 
you from our Friends of Mo-
raine Hills State Park.
	 To apply, please send an 
email  to  dnr.volobog@il-
linois.gov  and specify your 
preference of a course mar-
shal that helps direct runners 
at key junctures along the 
course, or start/finish cheer 
crew that lends a festive at-
mosphere by cheering at the 
ract start and handing out wa-
ter and finisher medals at the 
finish line. 

Volunteer opportunities

Disc Golf introduction
	 Friday, Sept. 15, 4-5:30 p.m., Fel-Pro 
RRR Conservation Area, Cary. 
	 Learn what disc golf is, the 
terminology, how to keep score, the basic 
rules, tips and tricks, and more. If you 
have your own discs, you are welcome 
to bring them. We will have a few for 
demonstration purposes and to try.  Ages 
5+, children ages 13 and under must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Prairie Trail Riders
	 Sunday, Sept. 17, 9-11 a.m., Long 
Prairie Trailhead, Boone McHenry County 
Line Road.
	 Grab your bike and join us as we 
explore bike trails near McHenry 
County. We will start and end at the 
trailhead on Boone McHenry County Line 
Road, about 1/2 mile north of Route 173 
and ride west to Poplar Grove. Ride is 15 
miles in length. Ages 10+.

Discovery Days: Who Lives in a 
Tree?
	 Monday, Sept. 18, 10-11 a.m., 
Prairieview Education Center, Crystal 
Lake.
	 Enjoy a morning of fun, educational 
activities focused on the special theme 
of the day: who lives in a tree! Games, 
lessons, and other hands-on experiences 
help participants explore conservation 
areas. Ages 2-6. 

National Public Lands Day: 
Restoration Day at Boger Bog
	 Saturday, Sept. 23, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Boger Bog, Bull Valley.
	 Celebrate National Public Lands Day 
by volunteering at a habitat restoration 
day. Tools will be provided. Dress for the 
weather and off-trail restoration activities. 
RSVP to steward Ders Anderson, 
danderson@openlands.org

Hike with Mike: Buehler’s Day 
Outside
	 Saturday, Sept. 23, 9-10:30 a.m., 

Pleasant Valley, Shelter #1, Woodstock. 
	 Curate conservation conversations 
with McHenry county Board Chairman 
Mike Buehler while exploring Pleasant 
Valley. Bring a water bottle and enjoy the 
outdoors. All ages.  

Snakes
	 Thursday, Sept. 28, 4:30-5:30 p.m, Lost 
Valley Visitor Center, Savanna Conference 
Room, Ringwood. 
	 Learn about the adaptations and natural 
histories of some of McHenry County 
snakes from Wildlife Resource Center 
staff and a live animal ambassador! We 
will also explore more with a craft and 
hike to follow. Ages 8+, children ages 13 
and under must be accompanied by an 
adult.

Twilight at the Farmhouse
	 Thursday, Sept. 28, 6-8 p.m., Powers-
Walker House, Glacial Park, Route 31 & 
Harts Road.
	 Enjoy the twilight ambiance of this 
1850s homestead by candlelight among 
the ever-changing colors in the Lost 
Valley Marsh. Historical characters will 
demonstrate how early settlers spent their 
days at dusk. Free, all-ages event. No 
registration required.

Kishwaukee Brewing Fun-raising 
kick-off
	 Saturday, Sept. 30, Kishwaukee 
Brewing Company, Woodstock.
	 Joing the McHenry County 
Conservation Foundation at Kishwaukee 
Brewing in Woodstock for a night of 
camaraderie, raffles, and Hungry Hungry 
Hippos tournament. The evening kicks off 
the October special: $1 from every pour 
of their Sandhill Lager will be donated 
to the McHenry County Conservation 
Foundation. 

	 For more information or to sign up 
for programs please visit the McHenry 
County Conservation District website at 
MCCDistrict.org.

Conservation district upcoming 
program dates set

Lake County announces 2023-2028 
Transportation Improvement Program
	 The Lake County Division 
of Transportation (LCDOT) 
has released the 2023-2028 
Transportation Improvement 
Program that includes more 
than 300 projects designed to 
maintain the more than 900 
lane-miles of county high-
ways, increase driver and 
pedestrian safety, improve 
mobility and reduce carbon 
emissions. This program is 
updated annually to show the 
projects that are planned in 
the current year and the next 
five years.
	 View the interactive 
dashboard at https://expe-
rience.arcgis.com/experi-
ence/05dfbae79de64fa484d-
80d52eed175c8/page/Page-1/ 
to see the projects LCDOT 
will be working on.
	 “The Lake County Board 
is proud to be investing more 
than $800 million in transpor-
tation projects over the next 
six years,” said Lake Coun-
ty Board Chair Sandy Hart. 
“Seven new roundabouts, 
dozens of safety projects, and 
miles of new bike paths and 
sidewalks are on the docket 
for the coming years.”  
	 Transportation projects are 
broken down into three cate-
gories:
• Preservation projects are our 
top priority by keeping coun-
ty highway pavements, bridg-
es, bikeways and signals in a 
state of good repair. 
• Modernization projects fo-
cus on increasing safety, re-
ducing delays, adding bike 
paths and filling sidewalk 

gaps.
• Expansion projects look to 
add capacity to the system to 
reduce traffic congestion. Ex-
amples of these types of proj-
ects include installing a rail-
road/road grade separation, 
adding travel lanes to a road 
to eliminate a bottle neck and 
sometimes even re-aligning 
an existing road.
	 “Even a project as simple 
as adding center and shoulder 
rumble strips can make a huge 
difference and save lives,” 
said Jennifer Clark, Lake 
County Board Member for 
District 15 and Chair of the 
Public Works and Transporta-
tion Committee. “All projects 
big and small serve a purpose 
in how we travel.” 
	 Safety is at the top of mind 
for all projects in the 2023-
2028 Program. 
	 “The safety of all users of 
the transportation system is 
always our number one pri-
ority, and every project in our 
program takes that into con-
sideration first,” said Shane 
Schneider, Director of Trans-
portation and County Engi-
neer.
	 Notable projects pro-
grammed over the next five 
years includes:
 
Fairfield Road 3R (Preserva-
tion)
	 Resurfacing, restoration 
and rehabilitation (3R) of 
Fairfield Road. A 3R is sim-
ilar to a standard resurfacing 
but can also include making 
non-motorized improve-

ments, replacing culverts, 
conducting drainage work 
and bringing the roadway up 
to current design standards.

Patriot Path along IL 137 
(Modernization)
	 A new 5.5-mile long path 
to connect the Des Plaines 
River Trail and Robert Mc-
Clory Path.

Lewis Avenue Corridor 
(Modernization)
	 Preliminary engineering 
study on Lewis Avenue from 
IL 137 to Belvidere Road to 
identify  alternatives that im-
prove safety and operations 
along the corridor.

Old McHenry Crossings 
(Expansion) 
	 Transportation improve-
ments surrounding the Old 
McHenry Road railroad 
crossing and along Quentin 
Road. The feasibility of con-
structing a new grade separa-
tion at the CN Railroad tracks 
is being evaluated.

Lake Cook Road Bike Path 
(Modernization) 
	 A new bike path connec-
tion along Lake Cook Road 
between the Skokie Valley 
Bike Path and the Chicago 
Botanic Garden.
	 The 2023-2028 Proposed 
Transportation Improvement 
Program is a great way to 
learn about what is planned in 
the coming years. Make sure 
to check out the new interac-
tive dashboard.

SUBMITTED IMAGE Hi-Liter/MCN
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HILLTOP MOTEL
in twin lakes, wi

Daily/Weekly
Rates
Starts at

$125 week

262-877-2499

ANCHOR 
CONSTRUCTION

Since 1977
• Concrete Work
• Foundations 

• Garage Slabs/Driveways
• Patios/Walks/Stoops

• Replacements
Fully Insured 

Free Estimates
262-325-9708
815-482-9542

369960

 342522

We want your news!
The Hi-Liter is looking to publish the news 
of your lives in stories and photos. Are you 
hosting an event? Send us a preview story. 
Do you know someone who recently won 
an award? Send us a photo along with the 
pertinent information. Community events, 
school activities and family milestones are 

all fair game and will be considered for print. 
ITEMS MAY BE SENT TO 

news@hi-liter.com
 PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND A PHONE 

NUMBER SO WE CAN CONTACT YOU IF NEEDED.

Court & crime news

FOR RENTSERVICES
FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

TRANSPORTATION

REAL ESTATEGARAGE SALES

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Notice
SEEDS OF HOPE ELKHORN 
WI is applying for 5310 seeking 
80/20 assistance in acquiring a 
medium size bus.

Pets
AKC GERMAN SHEPHERD 
PUPPIES 5 Males and 3 Fe-
males $1500. Negotiable. Call 
262-997-8249.

AKC POM & POMTERRIERS 
Placing ASAP, re homing fee 
applies, foster optional. Text only 
262-909-9398.

Wanted to Buy
ALL BEER-SODA-GAS-OIL 
SIGNS All related items-TAB 
HANDLES-BEER CANS. 262-
825-0932 Will Travel CASH PAID.

FIREARMS 1 piece or collection. 
Federally licensed dealer. Lake 
Geneva Antique Mall. 829 Wil-
liams St. Lake Geneva, Wi 262-
248-6345

Automobiles
2000 RANGER SPORT Runs 
well, new batt. & starter, 155K. 
$3,500 OBO 262-662-1692.

2011 BUICK REGAL Dark 
blue, mint cond., 111,000 miles. 
$7,000 262-215-3478.

2011 FORD ESCAPE Limited 
AWD, very good cond., 169,000 
mi., $4,400 608-295-1545.

Boats
1985 ALUMACRAFT LUNKER 
V16 DLX ‘96 40hp Evin. Custom 
Trailer. Must see. $5,000. Ready 
to go. 262-594-2469 Eagle.

1989 17’ MAXUM I/O w/trl, 3.0 
Merc,4 cyl., 130 HP, open bow, 
good cover. $2,200 708-980-
9412.

2000 SUPRA LEGACY, Indmar 
inboard, very low hours, always 
garaged or lift kept, Elkhorn. 
$11,500. (262) 949-6997.

2006 MONARK 16’ FISHING 
BOAT 2008 Mercury 4 stroke 40 
HP, Minkota Trolling Motor, cover 
& Trailer. $1,000 OBO. 262-763-
9403.

Campers and RVs
2021 KEYSTONE DUTCHMAN 
35’ 5th Wheel. Mint cond., king 
bed, fireplace, residential fridge, 
double vanity sink, pantry, lots of 
storage. $39,900. 262-620-6794.

Other Real Estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

Garage Sales
27210 85TH PLACE/SALEM Fri. 
& Sat, Sept. 15 & 16th, 8-4. Multi 
Family Garage Sale! H/H, fishing 
& boating equip.,furniture, tools, 
some vintage items.Too much 
too List!

Delavan Garage 
Sales

706 S. 7th STREET, 4 Family 

Sept. 15 & 16, Fri. 8-5 & Sat. 8-2.  
Household items,  adult & kids 
clothes, toys. Bargains galore. 
Everything must go!

Waterford Garage 
Sales

654 RIVERMOOR CIRCLE 9/14 
& 9/15, 9am-4pm. Household & 
Misc.

Drivers
IMMEDIATE OPENING PART 
TIME TRUCK DRIVER, 2 DAYS 
PER WEEK, LOCAL DELIV-
ERY. DELAVAN LOCATION. 
PLEASE CALL TO INQUIRE  
262-725-7704.

Health Care
CNA OR CAREGIVER 2nd shift 
available. Paid training, leader-
ship skills, dependable, ability to 
multi task, punctual. Pay range 
$15-$19 per hour. Call Melinda at 
414-750-4062.

Help Wanted
BLG SERVICE IS SEEKING 
A Reliable Landscape, Main-
tenance laborer and an experi-
enced part time, on call Snow 
Plow driver. Also sidewalk crew. 
Burlington - Lake Geneva, WI. 
area. Call 262-492-5819.

BUSY MAIL ROOM NEEDS 
WORKERS Part Time or Sea-
sonal! Hours can be flexible 2-3 
days per week. Delavan Location. 
Call to inquire 262-725-7704.

PART TIME DRIVER/MAIL 
ROOM HELPER 1-2 Days per 
week. Delavan, WI location. Call 
to inquire 262-725-7704.

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1967 CADILLAC CONVERT-
IBLE, rebuilt engine, 1000 
miles since rebuild, runs great, 
$13,950. Call 262-949-6997.

1990 CORVETTE CONVERT-
IBLE, triple black, 49,000 miles, 
automatic, no winters. $11,500. 
(630) 886-6667.

AVENGER  FORD GT40 Mid 
eng., Buick turbo v-6, 4 sp., tube 
frame w/roll bar. See the movie 
“Ford Verses Ferrari.” Many spare 
parts. Please call 847-838-1916.

Trucks & Trailers
1998 DODGE RAM 1500 CREW 
CAB With Fiberglass Cap. !49k, 
$3,500. 262-945-2395.

1999 INTERNATIONAL 

STRAIGHT TRUCK 16 foot box. 

7.3 diesel, Allison transmission, 

$3,950. 262-949-6997.

2006 GMC SAVANNAH, 16 foot 

box, Delavan location. $1,950 or 

best offer. Call (630) 886-6667.

TRAILER: WOODEN FRAME 

Autumn time - time for moving! 

11ft. 6in. long, 4ft. wide, 12in. 

deep. Made of 2x8 and 2x10 

planking. 15” tires. Reduced price 

$575. Pell Lake, WI. 262-279-

3188.

	 On Sep-
tember 7, a 
jury trial con-
cluded in Lake 
County with 
“guilty” ver-
dict on armed 
habitual crim-
inal charges.  
	 C a r n e l l 
Wesson, 30, 
was convicted on one count 
of Armed Habitual Criminal, 
class X felony and one count 
of Unlawful Use of a Weap-
on by Felon, a class 2 felony. 
Wesson is facing a sentencing 
range of 6 to 30 years.  
	 In March 2022, Zion Police 
conducted a traffic stop on a 
vehicle where Wesson was a 
passenger. Wesson failed to 
follow police orders during 
the traffic stop and instead en-
tered a nearby home. A search 
was conducted on the vehicle 
and police located two fire-
arms under the driver’s seat. 
While officers were still on 
the scene, Wesson eventually 
came out of the home and of-
ficers took him into custody.  
	 The trial began on Tues-
day, September 5, lasting 
three days. The jury heard 
from several State witnesses, 
including law enforcement 
officers who testified that pri-
or to approaching the vehicle, 
they observed  the backseat 
passenger, later identified as 
Wesson, appear to reach into 
the front area of the vehicle 
and hand something to the 
driver.  Forensic experts ex-
plained how the DNA found 
on one of the firearms collect-
ed by police was a match to 
Wesson.  
	 When Wesson was first 
charged in March 2022, he 
was able to post $15,000 
cash in order to be released 
from custody. While out on 
bond, Wesson is accused of 
participating in a shooting in 
December 2022. Wesson was 
arrested for that incident in 
February 2023, and faces the 
Class 1 offense of Aggravated 
Discharge of a Weapon. 
	 After the verdict, Lake 
County State’s Attorney Eric 

Rinehart said, “We appreciate 
the effective work of the Zion 
Police Department and the 
Northeastern Illinois Regional 
Crime Lab. Once again, our 
prosecutors were able to turn 
a successful investigation into 
a “guilty” verdict. We also see 
from these two cases that using 
a cash bond system makes our 
communities less safe. Under 
the SAFE-T Act, we would 
have sought detention for the 
March 2022 incident, and he 
could not have committed the 
December 2022 shooting had 
detention been ordered.” 
	 During this trial, Wesson 
was held at the Lake County 
Jail on a $1.25 million bond.  
	 After the verdict, Judge 
Lombardo revoked Wesson’s 
ability to post bond. A status 
hearing is scheduled for Octo-
ber 16, 2023. 

Drag race leads to 
fatality after crash
	 Lake County Sheriff’s Dep-
uties are investigating a fatal 
traffic crash that left a man 
dead, following a high speed 
crash.
	 On September 10, at approx-
imately 3:45 p.m., Lake Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Deputies were dis-
patched to Sheridan Road and 
Yorkhouse Road, Beach Park, 
for a serious traffic crash. Sher-
iff’s deputies arrived and locat-
ed two vehicles with extensive 
damage.
	 Preliminary investiga-
tion shows a Ford Mustang, 
driven by a 60-year-old man 
of Waukegan, was travel-
ing southbound on Sheridan 
Road. According to witnesses, 
the Ford was traveling at a high 
rate of speed and was actively 
involved in a drag race with the 
driver of a Mazda 3 sedan. As 
the two vehicles approached 
Yorkhouse Road, a Honda 
SUV, driven by a 59-year-old 
woman of Waukegan, was trav-
eling northbound on Sheridan 
Road, attempting to make a left 
turn onto Yorkhouse Road. 
	 As the driver of the Honda 
turned left from Sheridan Road 
onto westbound Yorkhouse 

Carnell 
Wesson

Repeat weapon offender convicted of possession 
after jury trial, second case pending in court

Road, the Honda was struck 
broadside by the Ford.  The 
driver of the Ford was critically 
injured.  Sheriff’s deputies at-
tempted life-saving measures, 
however, the man was trans-
ported to Vista East Medical 
Center in Waukegan, where he 
succumbed to his injuries and 
was pronounced deceased. 
	 The driver of the Honda sus-
tained non-life-threatening in-
juries. The driver of the Mazda 
was identified as a 26-year-old 
man of Zion.  The Mazda did 
not strike anything, however, 
the driver is being considered 
a part of the crash, as the drag 
racing likely contributed to the 
crash.
	 The crash remains under in-
vestigation.

Bicyclist critically 
injured in crash
	 Lake County Sheriff’s Dep-
uties are investigating a traffic 
crash that left a bicyclist in crit-
ical condition.

	 On September 10, at ap-
proximately 7:00 a.m., Lake 
County Sheriff’s Deputies were 
dispatched to a traffic crash in-
volving a bicyclist on Fairfield 
Road near Route 176, unincor-
porated Wauconda.  Sheriff’s 
deputies arrived and found the 
bicyclist, a 48-year-old man of 
Waukegan, with critical inju-
ries. 
	 Preliminary investigation 
shows a Dodge SUV, driven by 
a 24-year-old woman of Pala-
tine, was traveling southbound 
on Fairfield Road, just north 
of Route 176.  The bicyclist 
was also traveling southbound, 
on the right side of the road-
way. As the driver of the Dodge 
traveled southbound, she be-
came distracted by young chil-
dren in her car, and turned her 
attention away from the road-
way. The Dodge veered to the 
right and struck the bicyclist, 
causing the bicyclist to strike 
the front of the Dodge and the 
Dodge’s windshield, before 
falling underneath the car. 

	 When sheriff’s deputies ar-
rived, they attempted life-sav-
ing measures on the bicy-
clist. He was transported to Ad-
vocate Condell Medical Center 
in Libertyville with critical, 
life-threatening injuries.  The 
occupants in the Dodge, the 
driver and two minor children, 
were uninjured. 
	 The crash remains under in-
vestigation. 

Fatal crash involving 
motorcycle under 
investigation
	 On September 5, at approxi-
mately 5:00 p.m., Lake County 
Sheriff’s Deputies were dis-
patched to Route 21 south of 
Casey Road, unincorporated 
Libertyville, for a traffic crash 
with injuries, involving a mo-
torcycle.  Sheriff’s deputies 
arrived and found the operator 
of the motorcycle critically 
wounded.
	 Preliminary investigation 
shows a BWM motorcycle, 

driven by a 49-year-old man of 
Lake Villa, was traveling south-
bound on Route 21. According 
to witnesses, the driver of the 
motorcycle was traveling at a 
high rate of speed, weaving in 
and out of traffic. As the mo-
torcycle continued southbound, 
a Hyundai SUV, driven by a 
68-year-old woman was turn-
ing left from the Independence 
Grove Dog Park onto south-
bound Route 21.
	 The motorcycle collided 
with the Hyundai, which caused 
the motorcycle to strike a curb 
and the driver was thrown into 
a guardrail.  The driver of the 
motorcycle was transported 
to Advocate Condell Medical 
Center with life-threatening in-
juries, where he was later pro-
nounced deceased.  The driver 
of the Hyundai was uninjured.
	 The Lake County Coroner’s 
Office is scheduling an autop-
sy. The crash remains under in-
vestigation by the Lake Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office Technical 
Crash Investigations Unit.
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FREE 
0%

See store for details.
FINANCING

LABOR 
DAY  SALE
LIMITED TIME OFFER!

SAVE EVEN MORE!
Our Factory Direct Pricing JUST GOT BETTER!

SAVE   $450

 SALE
UP 
TO

McHENRY
3710 West Elm St.

815.578.8375

LAKE GENEVA
2462 Hwy 120
 262.249.0420

verlo.com

CRYSTAL LAKE
5150 Northwest Hwy

815.455.2570

TWIN
MATTRESS

Starting at

$199
 

v1 FIRM 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

$699
TWIN $499
FULL $599
 KING$899

v3 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

$999
TWIN $749
FULL $899
KING$1399

v5 FIRM 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

$1599
TWIN $1049
FULL $1349
KING$1999

v7 PLUSH 1-Sided No Flip

QUEEN SET STARTING @

$2099
TWIN $1399
 FULL $1949
 KING$2699

*On set purchase with factory select covers. Not applicable 
on previous purchases. One coupon per set purchase. See 

store for details. Offer ends 9-11-2023.

SAVE UP TO

$250
v5 Set Purchase*

OFF

SAVE UP TO

$200
v3 Set Purchase*

OFF

SAVE UP TO

$350
v7 Set Purchase*

OFF

SAVE UP TO

$450
v9 Set Purchase*

OFF

QUEEN
MATTRESS

Starting at

$259

ADJUSTABLE
BED BASES*

50%OFF
UP TO

BUY MORE 
$AVE MORE

Mattress Protectors
Sheets | Headboards

30% OFF
3+ Items 

ACCESSORY BUNDLE
SPECIAL

20% OFF
2 Items

OR

Great for watching TV or reading in bed.
 Alleviates lower back, knee & leg pain.

Aids in circulation. | Reduces snoring & acid reflux effects.

*In-Stock and Floor Models.

442440
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