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OPEN

Also Visit
Premier’s SPEAKEASY

Style Bar
Featuring Craft Cocktails,

Bourbons & More

Hwy 50 & Fox River
formerly “The Sly Fox”

PremierWineWI.com

Shop Wine,
Craft Beers, Spirits,

& Cigars

Wisconsin Cheeses
&

Fine Amish
Chocolates

440462
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IT’S COMIN’ UP
4 to 6 DAS Fest USA. German 
festival presented by the United Way of 
Walworth County at the Walworth County 
Fair Grounds, 411 E. Court St., Elkhorn. 
Hours 3 to 10 p.m. Friday, 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Saturday, 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Sunday. 
Info: 262-675-3335. Free admission.

8, 15, 22 and 29 Beginner 
Pickleball Clinics. Presented by Lake 
Geneva Tennis, 630 Veterans Pkwy, Lake 
Geneva, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Cost is $15 for 
embers $20 for guests. Sign up at 262-812-
0033 and john@lakegenevatennis.com.

10 Concert in the Park. Live music 
from 6 to 8 p.m. in Flat Iron Park, 201 
Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva.

11 Shrimp Boil Fundraiser for the 
Son’s of the American Legion Squadron 24, 
Lake Geneva, from 5 to 8 p.m. at Legion 
Post 24, 735 Henry St., Lake Geneva. Cost: 
$20 for adults, $5 for kids 10 and older.

12 and 13 Art in the Park. 
Presented by the Geneva Lake Art 
Association in Flat Iron Park. See Page 21 
for more information.

13 Elkhorn Flea Market. 
Southeastern Wisconsin’s largest Antique 
Flea Market, hosting more 500 vendors 
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Walworth 
County Fairgrounds, 411 E. Court St., 
Elkhorn, Admission: $5.

16 to 20 61st Annual Venetian 
Festival at Flat Iron, Library and Seminary 
parks in downtown Lake Geneva. Festival 
features a weekend of family entertainment 
including a craft fair, carnival, water ski 
show, local cuisine including a brat stand 
and beer tent. This is all capped off on 
Sunday with a traditional Venetian-style 
lighted boat parade followed by the area’s 
largest fireworks display high above 
Geneva Lake.

16 to 20 Kenosha County Fair, 
presented at 30820 111th St., Wilmot. Info: 
www.kenoshacofair.com.

19 Lyons Riverfest Fall Arts and 
Craft Fair. Held from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Riverview Park, 1588 Mill St., Lyons, 
in conjunction with the Duck Frenzy 500 
(noon to 8 p.m.).

30 to Sept. 4 Walworth County 
Fair presented at 411 E. Court St., Elkhorn. 
Info: walworthcountyfair.com.

Ongoing events
Geneva Outdoor Market Lake Geneva 
House of Music presents the Geneva 
Outdoor Market on Sundays, May 7 
through Oct. 29, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Located at the Lake Geneva House of 
Music festival grounds, N 3241 Highway 
H, the market celebrates local farmers, 
producers, food and beverage vendors, 
and artisans.

Williams Bay Fermers Market 
Edgewater Park, 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Fridays until Sept. 8. All local produce, 
fresh-cooked dishes, baked goods, sweet 
treats, fresh flowers, hand-made jewelry, 
hand-designed art, décor, soaps and gifts.

East Troy Electric Railroad 202 
Church St., East Troy. Take a 14-mile 
train ride on the only remaining electric 
interurban tracks in Wisconsin. Historic 
museum and carefully maintained rail cars 
from 90 to 100 years ago. Stops at the 
Elegant Farmer. The depot is 15 miles north 
of Lake Geneva on Highway 120. Several 
trains depart each day on weekends from 
the East Troy Depot.

Tristan Crist Magic Theater, at 
609 W. Main St., Lake Geneva. One of 
a kind performer that wows audiences 
with with, jaw-dropping illusions and gut-
wrenching escapes! For show dates and 
times call 262-248-0505 or visit www.
lakegenevamagic.com.

Dancing Horses Show. At the Dancing 
Horses Theatre, 5065 Highway 50, 
Delavan. This dazzling spectacle features 
an array of horse breeds that perform 
alongside their trainers in this cavalcade of 
equestrian artistry. Visually stunning, and 
performed in a state-of-the-art, 300-seat 
theatre. For show dates, ticket prices and 
additional information call (262) 728-8200, 
or visit thedancinghorses.com

 The calendar of events is compiled from a variety of 
sources including area chambers of commerce and the 
Walworth County Visitors Bureau, and contains events 
available as of press time. Events, dates and times 
may change or events may be canceled. We suggest 
you visit verify event times, dates and locations prior to 
making travel plans.
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421199

CONTACT US AND REQUEST 
A FREE ESTIMATE

(262) 248-3390
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Check Out Our Website 
Gallery at aronsonfence.com

info@aronsonfence.net

• Over 25 Years In Business •

• Wood • Aluminum • Polyvinyl • Cedar • Chainlink • Custom

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

RONSON
FENCEA CO.,

INC.
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PICKLEBALL IS A 
SPORT FOR ALL
 During a recent visit to the Lake Geneva 
Tennis Club, it was surprising to look at 
the tennis courts and discover that many of 
them had a very different look.
 Instead of one or two players on each 
side of the net, many of the courts had four 
on each side. Additional lines taped off or 
painted on the court and a shorter net were 
another indication of a change, and the 
players weren’t using traditional racquets or 

tennis balls.
 What they were playing, of course, was 
pickleball – a sport that has gained huge 
popularity in the last few years.
 Most people not involved in the sport 
had not even heard of it until recently. But 
it is not as new a game as many people 
believe it to be. It was actually created 
in 1965 and while many played it in the 
Washington state area, it has finally swept 
the nation and is even gaining international 
popularity.
 The history of the game, according to 
the USA Pickleball Association, begins 
on Bainbridge Island in Washington State. 

Friends Congressman Jack Pritchard, 
Barney McCallum and Bill Bell spent some 
leisure time at their cottages there, and the 
children – especially the young teenagers – 
complained of boredom.
 Their fathers began to experiment with 
a new game played on an old badminton 
court, trying out different paddles, balls, 
nets and rules until the game of pickleball 
became a reality that even their children 
enjoyed.
 Over the next few years, the game 
was refined. Pickleball is described as a 
combination of tennis, badminton and table 
tennis, and incorporates features from each 

above: Pickleball players gather along the side of the court as they wait to be assigned their court. Each tennis court can be divided into two 
pickleball courts. inset: The balls used for pickleball are much like wiffle balls. There are two types of balls used in pickleball depending on the 

type of court used. They either have large holes or smaller ones depending on the surface of the court.
SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes

Everyone welcome 
on the court by Sandra Landen Machaj

CORRESPONDENT
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Quality - Value - Service - Satisfaction

**SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

We’re Flooring Experts
You Can Trust!

Family-Owned & Operated
Proudly serving Kenosha County and surrounding areas since 1997

(262) 883-9494 • 1241 22nd Ave., Kenosha
carpetsplusoutlet .com

Carpet • Hardwood • Vinyl • Ceramic Tile
LVP/LVT • Carpet Remnants • Custom Rugs

Window Treatments
Interest Free Financing**

Professional Installation

Staller
Estate
WINERY

W8896 County Hwy. A
Delavan, WI

(608) 883-2100
www.stallerestate.com

Bachelorette • Weddings • Engagements • Birthdays

OPEN
June-August: Daily 11 a.m.-6 p.m.;

September-May: Wed.-Sun. 11 a.m.-6p.m.

Enjoy a beautiful view
of the vineyardRELAX

in our gazebo and sunroom 
with some friends and a glass

of Award Winning
Staller Estate Wine

Picnic Out In
The 

Vineyard

• Wine Flights

• Bachelorette Parties

• Glass Painting Parties

• Special Packages

• Delicious Picnic
   Platters

• Wine & Chocolate
   Pairings

• Ultimate Wine Flights

• Charcuterie Boards

• Barrel Cellar Tastings

• NEW Bourbon
   Barrelaged Wines

Gift Giving
Made Easier

432375

(262) 843-3636
8515 Antioch Road (Hwy. 83) , Salem, WI

Since 1951

SALEM AUTO SERVICE

Tim, Danny & Josh

372432

430067

1217 Grant Street, Lake Geneva, WI 53147
262-249-8698
www.hookmeuplarry.com

AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICE OF

LARRY’S
EQUIPMENT

TOWING & RECOVERY

TM

and

312646

Promoting your business in the 
right publication is essential 

to growth and overall success. 
Knowing that your message 

is reaching your intended 
audience is what makes 

The Spirit of Geneva Lakes 
uniquely effective. We can 

create an image that is both 
creative and compelling!

For advertising opportunities contact:

Pete Hansen
Email: phansen@standardpress.com

Office: 262-723-2250
Cell: 414-801-2360

Tamera Hamilton
Email: tamera@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Office: 262-728-3411
Cell: 262-215-2782

Spirit of Geneva Lakes!
Advertising works in the

into its game. 
 Then there is the story – or stories – of how the game got its 
funny name. As the story goes Joan Pritchard, wife of Jack, threw 
out the name pickleball when they were trying to find a name. It 
was a reference to the pickle boat in crew racing where the non-
starters would be paired in a boat called the pickle boat to compete 
in lesser races. 
 The second story is that it was named after the Pritchards’ 
dog, named Pickles.  But according to the Pritchards, the dog was 
named for the game, as it was born three years after pickleball 
was created.  Even though the U.S.A. Pickleball Association, after 
research, supports the story that the dog was born in 1968, some 
still prefer to believe that pickleball was named after the dog.
 Whatever the true story, pickleball remains the name of the 
game. 
 “Pickleball began to grow and become even more popular 
than tennis around 2020,” said John Reed, co-owner with Paul 
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Lauterbach of the Lake Geneva Tennis 
Club. “In 2017, everyone who came to 
the club was playing tennis. Now we have 
more people here to play pickleball.”
 In fact, pickleball has been named as the 
fastest-growing sport in America for the 
third year in a row, according to the Sports 
and Fitness Industry. According to SFIA, 
there are approximately 8.9 pickleball 
players in the United State, ranging from as 
young as 6 years old to senior citizens.
 That is almost double the 2022 estimate 
of 4.8 million players.
 What has attracted so many to 
pickleball? According to Reed, there are 
many reasons. First, it is an easy game to 
learn and to play. Second, it can be played 
by all age groups.
 Some area schools are starting to 
incorporate pickleball in their classes. 
Elkhorn High School has pickleball 
boundaries added to their tennis courts, 
according to Reed. It has easily become 
a family sport, as three generations of the 
family can play together and enjoy the 
game.
At the Lake Geneva Tennis Club, junior 
tennis continues to be its biggest program 
but pickleball is second and continues to 

grow.
“While in the 1980s tennis was the most 
popular, today it is definitely pickleball 
that is most popular with people of all 
ages,” Reed said, adding that while 30% of 
the court capacity was filled in the 1990s, 
pickleball has increased court usage to 
90%.
 Perhaps one of the reasons pickleball is 
so popular may be the aging of the tennis 
players of the previous years. As they grow 
older, they want to continue to be active 
and pickleball gives them the opportunity to 
do just that.
 Pickleball adapts to all ages, including 
seniors. Many senior centers include 
pickleball in their activities and have courts 
for those living in these senior facilities to 
use. It is a low-impact exercise and helps to 
improve balance and flexibility. It is also a 
good way to nurture the social connections 
that are so important as one ages.
 Creating pickleball courts has been 
easy. Each tennis court can be transformed 
into two pickleball courts by adding new 
boundary lines and rolling in portable nets. 
The courts can then be used for either sport 
as needed, giving flexibility to all the courts 
at places like the Lake Geneva Tennis Club.

 When playing pickleball, it is 
recommended that one wear loose, 
comfortable clothing that allows 
unrestricted movement. Shoes should be 
ones that allow lateral movement along 
with front and back movement, like tennis 
shoes. With shoe flexibility, there is less 
chance that the players will stumble and 
fall.
 The equipment used in pickleball starts 
with the paddles. These are specially made 
for pickleball use. They most resemble a 
ping pong or table tennis racquet, having 
a short handle and a squarish paddle face. 
The paddle itself is usually composed of 
graphite or fiberglass and the grip size 
needs to be measured for you. The original 
paddles were created from wood as the 
founders of the game worked on developing 
a paddle that would work well. 
 `Today paddles and other equipment 
for pickleball can be found at most sports 
stores or at places like the Lake Geneva 
Tennis Club, where pickleball pro Neil 
Mediratta will help you choose the paddle 
that is best for you – depending on your 
knowledge and skill of your game.
 Pickleball started out with a wiffleball, 
but today there are special balls for 

left: An owner of the Lake Geneva Tennis Club, John Reed, displays the two types of pickleballs used in play. right: Holding two different 
paddles, Neil Mediratta, pickleball pro of the Lake Geneva Tennis Club, explains the differences in types of paddles. 

SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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Westside is a stone 
yard available 

to the public and 
contractors for pick 

up or delivery.

• WASHED DECORATIVE   
 STONE, GRAVEL, 
 MATERIAL & SAND

• BOULDERS & RIP RAP

• MULCHES & SOIL COMPOST

• WALL STONE, STEPS, 
 FLAGSTONE AND OUTCROPPING

• GRASS SEED, POLYMERIC 
 SAND, FERTILIZER

• EROSION CONTROL, 
 FABRIC, GEO GRID

• EDGING

• NAILS, STAPLES, STAKES

• FIREWOOD – MIXED   
 HARDWOODS

• FIREPIT RINGS

• TOOLS

262-949-4188

389959

N1882 State Rd 120 
Lake Geneva, WI

162158

Planning an 
Outdoor Reception?

We’ll provide the comfort and  
reassurance your guests deserve!

 Portable Restroom & Sink 
Rental for Any Occasion

 Holding Tank Pumping
 Septic Tank Cleaning
 Prompt, Professional 

Service

38331 60th St., Burlington, Wis.

Call (262) 537-4988
www.patsservice.com

438847

Tired of
your water?
MORE SAVINGS

from Knox
and

Grandpa Addie
CALL TODAY FOR A 

FREE ESTIMATE!
$50 OFF
WITH INSTALLATION OF REVERSE 

OSMOSIS DRINKING WATER SYSTEM
Only one coupon per order. Not valid with other specials. Good only

when sale is made and ticket is written. Expires 8/31/23 SLN

Terry Addie

SATISFYING CUSTOMERS SINCE 1978

1604 Plainfield Ave. 
Janesville, WI

608-755-1031
OR

800-982-1652
addiewatersystems.com

Terry@addiewatersystems.com

SLN

SLN

$25 OFF
WITH INSTALLATION OF 

ANY NEW WATER HEATER
Only one coupon per order. Not valid with other specials. Good only

when sale is made and ticket is written. Expires 8/31/23

$25 OFF
WITH INSTALLATION OF ANY NEW 
WATER SOFTENER OR IRON FILTER

Only one coupon per order. Not valid with other specials. Good only
when sale is made and ticket is written. Expires 8/31/23
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pickleball. They do, however, continue 
to look similar to a wiffleball. These 
lightweight balls are made of hard plastic, 
and have a series of holes in them to allow 
the air to pass through them. The balls 
with the larger holes are generally used 
on a hardwood basketball court, while the 
smaller balls are used on the tennis courts, 
according to Reed.
 The game is played by either two or 
four players. To win, the team must score 
11 points with only the server able to score 
points. However, the winning side must win 
by two points so the game may go much 
longer. Unlike tennis, the server must serve 
underhand.
 Before starting to play pickleball, it’s 
recommended to become familiar with all 
the rules and then take a class.
 “It is better to learn to play correctly in 
the beginning rather than developing bad 
habits and have to correct them,” shared 
Reed.
 Pickleball classes are available at the 
Lake Geneva Tennis Club. Classes range 
from the beginner classes for those who 
are new to the sport or those who may 
feel they have not been playing correctly. 
There are a variety of specific skill-building 
classes along with many special events held 
regularly. Skill-building drills are Mondays 
throughout the month with a different skill 
building drill scheduled each Monday. On 
Wednesday mornings, there are special 
novice drills where the coaches will review 
the basic shots and rules and scoring will be 
reviewed.
A series of special events will be held 
throughout the summer that will be fun 
for the players and will encourage the 
improvement of skills. It is also a great 
social event where players will meet more 
fellow pickleball players. Private lessons 
from the pickleball pros, Neil Mediratta and 
John Reed, can be scheduled.
 Contact the Lake Geneva Tennis 
Club at 262-812-0033 to sign up for 
classes and events or visit them on line 
at www.lakegenevatennis.com for more 
information.
 There are a variety of places to play 
pickleball in the area, including the Grand 
Geneva Hotel – where Reed manages the 
programming – the YMCA, and  some of 
the neighborhood park tennis courts.
 With pickleball continuing to grow and 
more need for courts, the Lake Geneva 
Tennis Club is planning a major expansion. 
An additional building consisting only of 
pickleball courts will be built adjacent to 
the current main tennis building, Reed said, 
and if the current popularity of the sport 
continues, there is room on the property for 
more additional courts.

top: This foursome gathers for a morning 
game of pickleball at the Lake Geneva 

Tennis Club. right: Players enjoy a game of 
pickleball at the Lake Geneva Tennis Club.

SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes



12  AUGUST 2023  

Abbey Springs is a perfect venue for your golf  
outing, wedding and special events of all sizes. 

Beautifully set on the rolling slopes of  
Geneva Lake’s south shore. 

www.abbeysprings.org                  262.275.6113 
305096

www.luisaspizza.co

PASTA - SANDWICHES
BURGERS & SO MUCH MORE!
DINE-IN, CARRY OUT,  
DELIVERY, CATERING
Call ahead on your way to or 
from Lake Geneva and We’ll 

Have it Hot & Ready!

Hwy. 50 & 317th Ave., Wheatland • 12 Miles East of Lake Geneva

262-537-4795

GOING EAST...GOING WEST...
Discover The Best!

Just off Hwy. 50 ~ 12 miles east of Lake Geneva

   Superb Italian & American Cuisine
PIZZA! PIZZA! PIZZA!

            Classic thin crust, pan, stuffed & hand-tossed

437149

Serving Chicken, Ribs & Pasta
Thursday 

30% Off Food 

Only 

with cash
Wedding 
Rehearsal 
Dinners & 
Wedding 
Catering!

SPECIALIZING IN

INSURANCE 
PRODUCTS

FOR SENIORS
Call Your Local Agent

NICHOLAS 
BLAWAT

1-414-545-7878
1-800-924-4061

ALLIED
SENIOR SERVICES

INSURANCE &
INVESTMENTS, LTD.

FORMERLY NANCY BLACKMAN INSURANCE
439193
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by Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

  When entering a home, the fireplace is one of the most warm 
and welcoming sights.
 Making a house a true home, the fireplace is often in the 
living room or family room, a bedroom or even out on the patio. 
The fireplace is the spot where everyone gathers to enjoy both 
the beauty of the fireplace and the warmth it offers.
 While homeowners appreciate fireplaces, many do not realize 
that caring for the fireplace is important and maintenance is 
required for the fireplace to work properly and safely over the 
years. Others may be aware of the need for maintenance, but 
with the business of everyday life, just don’t quite get around to 
scheduling the appointment for the services needed. 
 Enter Pratt’s Chimney, a full-service chimney cleaning 
and repair company that prides itself on providing the best in 
fireplace and chimney care in the area.
 Brittany (Pratt) Wierzbicki, said her father – after serving 10 
years in the U.S. Navy – decided it was time for a change. He 
and her mother, Heather, founded Pratt’s Professional Chimney 
Service.
 The couple started the company near the Wisconsin/Illinois 
border, where they were able to service both residents of 
northern Illinois and southeast Wisconsin – areas that benefitted 
from having a fireplace due to the cold winters. The business has 
shifted headquarters several times as it outgrew their facilities. 
 “The business is a family owned and family run business,” 

Not just in fiction, chimney 
sweeps keep homes safe

above: Traveling along Highway 50 the sign for Pratt’s Chimney  can 
be seen in front of its new location at 30722 Geneva Road, Salem.

SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes

right: This free standing iron fireplace adds warmth to the room. 
Note the tea kettle on the surface keeping the tea water hot.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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262.248.2525
DELIVERY OR PICK UP

GINOSEASTLAKEGENEVA.COM

Rehearsal dinners-
Great catering menu

Private space up to 80 people or up to 
60 people in bar area (if available)

Chuck's Lakeshore Inn, The Riviera, 
Lake Geneva Cruise Line, Horticultural  Hall and many other local venues.

Late Night Pizza and Wedding Day 
Lunch delivery

Incredible lake views

Catering 
for all occasions

300 Wrigley Drive
100 yards east of Riviera Docks, Lake Geneva WI 53147

43
71

44

9307 S Rt. 12, Richmond, Ill.
815-678-4558

www.caravellelight.com
Hours: Tues. 9-6; Wed.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 10-2;  

Closed Sun. & Mon.

Caravelle Lighting has all your 
summer fan needs, including 

373331
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said Wierzbicki, the oldest of the Pratt’s 
seven children. “Many of us work in the 
company.”
 Pratt said, as stated in the history of 
their company, the area is perfect for their 
family. As the website explains, half the 
family are Bears’ fans while the other half 
are Packers’ fans.
 “It works out pretty good there, too,” the 
website reads.
 The Pratts chose this area after Steven 
was stationed at Great Lakes Naval Station. 
They realized how much they loved they 
area and felt it would be the perfect place to 
continue raising their family when he left 
the Navy.
 In addition to family members, Pratt’s 
also prides itself on hiring many technicians 
who have also served their country, as 
Steven Pratt did. Some of them are ex-
military and others are still involved with 
the military, as they have continued to serve 
in the Reserves or National Guard. 
 While many don’t use the term “chimney 
sweep” regularly, that is exactly what 
Pratt’s technicians are as they service your 
chimney and fireplace.  Since 1997, they 
have been nationally certified and members 
of the National Chimney Sweep Guild. 

Certified to server
 The certified chimney sweeps, after 
completing coursework, are tested before 
receiving their certification, which is 
accepted in both the United States and 
Canada. They are retested every one to 
three years to maintain their certification. 
 While the service technicians or chimney 
sweeps that come to your home to perform 
the maintenance your chimney and 
fireplace may not be dressed in a top hat 
and tails like Dick Van Dyke in the movie 
“Mary Poppins,” they are more qualified 
to provide the service needed. Instead of 
singing and dancing, they concentrate on 
cleaning your fireplace and chimney and 
making any other repairs that are needed.
 Many people purchasing a home with 
a fireplace do not realize that both the 
fireplace and the chimney need regular 
servicing and cleaning – not only to 
function well but to function safely. The 
type of service needed depends on the 
type of fireplace, the age of the fireplace 
and chimney, and the amount of use and 
types of items burnt in the fireplace. Before 
purchasing a home, homebuyers should be 
certain that there has been a recent check 
of the fireplace and chimney and that they 
are aware of any repairs to the fireplace and 
chimney that are needed.
If there is not a recent inspection, they 
should have one done before completing 
the purchase of the home.
 “We recommend that every fireplace 
have an inspection and cleaning each year 
before the start of the fall season, when 
most people start to use their fireplace,” 
shared Wierzbicki.
 In addition to regular maintenance, being 

Pratt’s Chimney has been serving the northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin area to provide 
quality chimney and fireplace maintenance services. They recently moved to Salem from 

Antioch, Illinois, to enlarge their space.
SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Spirit of Geneva Lakes

This brick chimney is being rebuilt either to give it a new look  
or to make it safe. Or perhaps for both.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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CALL US TODAY!
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careful what one burns in the fireplace 
prevents the buildup of creosote on the 
walls of the chimney. Burn only aged, dry 
hardwoods to minimize the buildup of 
creosote. 
 There are a variety of services that 
may need to be considered. Start with a 
cleaning of both the fireplace itself and 
the flue system. An interior inspection of 
the chimney lining – especially in older 
chimneys – is usually accomplished using a 
camera. 
 Staff looks for cracks in the lining that 
need to be repaired. Sometimes the entire 
inside of the chimney needs to be relined.  
Obviously, the more repairs a fireplace 
and chimney require, the higher the cost 
to clean and repair it.  It is important to 
continue with regular maintenance so that 
repairs can be made while they are still 
minor.
 The purpose of a chimney cleaning is to 
remove creosote, soot and debris that builds 
up over time when improper materials are 
burned in the fireplace or the owners have 
not been mindful of regular maintenance.
 The certified technicians clean the entire 
system from the fireplace/firebox space all 
the way up through the damper system and 
the entire chimney. Technicians will inspect 
the entire system, collecting the debris 
from the cleaning using triple hepa-filtered 
vacuums to control dust in the home. If the 
creosote buildup is too heavy, they may 
need to do a chemical removal of it.
 A chimney cap prevents animals from 
entering the chimney if it is sealed properly. 
When having your chimney checked, be 
certain to have the chimney cap resealed if 
it is loose. The chimney itself may need to 
be rebuilt or tuckpointed if it is brick and 
has had years of wear. 
 Pratt’s Chimney offers a variety of 
services from the basic cleaning needed 
at least yearly to relining the chimney or 
often refacing the fireplace to give it a more 
modern look. 
 Since the pandemic, with many people 
spending more time at home, updating the 
look of a home has become more popular. 
They may begin by having the older 
masonry fireplace replaced with a stainless 
steel liner. While the cost may be high, the 
stainless steel liners come with a limited 
lifetime, one-time transferable warranty. 
 They may also decide to update the look 
of the face of the fireplace – something 
else Pratt’s Chimney can help work out. It 
may also be necessary to replace the face of 
the fireplace if you have had to replace the 
firebox. The new firebox may be a slightly 
different size, requiring a new face. 
 Installing a fireplace in a home that 
does not currently have one can also be 
done. A decision must be made by the 
homeowner on whether they prefer a wood-
burning fireplace or a gas fireplace with 
natural-looking gas logs. A representative 
from Pratt’s will come to the home by 
appointment to discuss the various types 

A technician from Pratt’s Chimney Service works on the 
chimney to be certain it is safe for use.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Spirit of Geneva Lakes

of fireplaces that can be considered and 
the cost of each one. Working with the 
homeowners, staff will discuss the styles 
that will work best with their home décor, 
and the space available. 
 Pratt’s Chimney Services works with 
every homeowner to assure that the 
fireplace is both safe and attractive. The 
goal is to continue to provide quality 
technicians who take pride in their work 
and always treat the family’s home that they 
work in with respect. Pratt’s Chimney’s 
prices remain competitive.
 Pratt’s Chimney Services are a full-

service fireplace and chimney business. 
The business has been nationally certified 
since 1997, and according to the Pratts, they 
have an A+ rating with the Better Business 
Bureau and an A rating on Angi, formerly 
Angie’s list.
 Pratt’s Chimney is at 30722 Geneva 
Road (Highway 50), Salem. Reach them 
by phone at 262-862-1695, or visit them on 
line at www.prattschimney.com. 
 They have recently moved to this Salem 
address and are planning to build a new 
showroom at this location, which hopefully 
will be completed in 2024.
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 County fairs, state fairs and country fairs 
dot the landscape in late spring, summer 
and fall, offering fairgoers plenty of 
attractions and rides to fill warm days and 
evenings. Families who plan ahead may be 
able to improve their experiences.

Purchase passes in advance
 Some fairs enable visitors to purchase 
entry tickets, parking passes and even game 
vouchers online. There are advantages to 
doing so, such as bundling discounts and 
time not spent waiting in line.

Devise a basic plan
 Look over the list of attractions and 
activities to gauge what you want to get out 
of the fair. Some fairs post their calendars 
online. With kids in tow, you’ll likely 
want to check out any children’s rides or 
animal exhibits and interactions. Create a 
generalized plan, but be flexible.

Think about safety
 Fairs attract thousands of people and that 
can lead to confusion if children become 
separated from their parents. Write your 
mobile phone number down and put it in 
your child’s pocket or bag, so he or she 
doesn’t have to memorize it. 
 Consider finding the tallest attraction 
at the fair (perhaps the ferris wheel), and 
make that the meeting point if anyone 
becomes lost. 
 Snap a photo of youngsters when you 
arrive so that you’ll have a recent image 

Kenosha County Fair
BARNYARD MARDI GRAS

Aug. 16 to 20
Fairgrounds at  

30820 111th St., Wilmot

Admission: Adults (age 12 and 
older), $10; children (age 7 to 11), 
$5; senior citizens (65 and older), 

$7. Military-active or retired  
(must show ID), $7

www.kenoshacofair.com

Walworth County Fair
THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME

Aug. 30 to Sept. 4
Fairgrounds at  

411 E. Court St., Elkhorn

Admission: Adults $10, kids,  
$5 in advance at website

www.walworthcountyfair.com

Prepare for a family day at the fair 

The Walworth County Fair features a large midway. The biggest county fair in the state offers 
family fun during its six-day run over the Labor Day weekend.

JENNIFER EISENBART Spirit of Geneva Lakes

Molly Herda walks her Hereford steer in the championship round of last 
year’s junior beef show at the Kenosha County Fair.

JASON ARNDT Spirit of Geneva Lakes

and know exactly what they are wearing if 
you need to engage law enforcement. 

Time your visit
 If the fair runs during the week and into 
the weekend, weekdays are likely to be 
much less crowded. Also, while not ideal, a 
cool day or one with a slight drizzle will cut 
down on crowds and improve the ability to 
see more things and get on more rides.

Factor in food
 Fair food is an indulgence to enjoy 
when fairs come around. Rather than go 
overboard, pick one meal or item that the 
family will enjoy. Bring a backpack, if 

permitted, and fill it with bottled water and 
other light snacks so that you can tame 
hunger pangs and not bust the budget. 

Understand game odds
 Fair games are largely designed to earn 
the event money and not cash out prizes to 
participants. The chances of winning the 
grand prize, which may be a giant stuffed 
giraffe, usually are low, so play the games 
for fun and memories and not to walk away 
with the biggest prizes. 
 In addition to these suggestions, parents 
can make sure they bring insect repellent 
and  sunscreen to the fair. Dress for comfort 
and not fashion.                     (METRO CREATIVE)
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JERRY KROUPA
View my properties at www.lakehomeswi.net

OFFICE AT 102 N. WISCONSIN ST., ELKHORN

262-949-3618

N7461 Woods Ln, Elkhorn - Located across the street from Bubbling Springs and the 
boat launch you’ll find this 3 Bdrm, 1.5 bath ranch on wooded lot with view of a pond. 
Inside features vaulted ceilings throughout the main level. Kitchen with large dining room, 
Living room with sliding glass door to deck, hardwood floors & woodburning stove. 2 of 
the 3 bedrooms offer wood flooring. Walkout unfinished Rec Room basement with ½ 
bath & laundry. 2 car detached garage. New Pella windows installed last year. Access to 
Pleasant Lake Beach & short drive to Kettle Moraine Trail system. $329,900

N7729 Laura Ln, Elkhorn - Lakefront estate on 142’ of sand frontage 
on Lauderdale ‘’Gold Coast’’ situated on manicured 1.28 wooded acres 
completely fenced and gated. That’s just the start to this lakefront dream. 
The lake greets you as you walk into the 4BD, 4.5 bath main house with 
open foyer to eat-in kitchen and lakeside dining room, LR with fireplace and 
slider to screened porch with vaulted ceiling. Master en-suite lakeside with 
private deck $3,799,700

N8115 Pleasant Lake Rd, East Troy - Spectacular Lakefront home on 
Pleasant Lake offering sand beach leading out to crystal clear swimming & 
endless sunsets is just the start. This private 5 BR, 4.5 BA home boast of 6,300 
sq ft of luxury living. Vaulted ceilings throughout the main level & wood flooring, 
Master ensuite with private office, Eat-in Kitchen with large island/bar & access 
to brick patio with fountain, soaring living room with water views & fireplace, LL 
family room walk out to patio with water view & waterfall. $1,695,700

W5141 Plantation Rd, Elkhorn - Start your morning off with a cup of coffee on 
your private balcony off the master bedroom & end your day on the back patio. This 
home checks all the boxes, no need for updating here! Stunning New Construction 
3 BR, 2.5 BA Lauderdale Lake Access, 2-Story Home w/ partial water views. 
Open concept, main floor w/ Birch flooring featuring large eat-in kitchen with large 
island/bar, granite tops, SS appliance & pantry. Ample living area that leads to 
dining room overlooking the back yard with slider to paver stone patio. $899,900

LAKEFRONT LOT

Lt0 West Shore Dr, Elkhorn “Lakefront Lot” - Green Lake vacant 
lakefront lot with 75’ of level Sunset filled frontage on 0.65 acre lot on 
Lauderdale Lakes. Lot features slight wooded slope from road which leads 
you to level frontage and private pier. You’ll appreciate the additional 50 x 
100 lot across the street offering additional parking and storage. Walking 
distance to Lauderdale Landing and minutes to boat launch. Kettle Moraine 
trails 3 miles away. Build the home you’ve been dreaming of. $549,900

15 N Lincoln Dr, Elkhorn - Dreaming of opening a business? This is your 
chance! Large commercial building in the heart of Elkhorn. Walking distance 
to the Square, restaurants, coffee shops & retail. Great visibility & ample 
parking. Easy access to I-43 & Hwy 12/67. The building has 7 offices, 2.5 
BA, kitchen & electronic rear entry for staff. Generous storage space & 
fire-proof closet and external insulated storage area. New membrane roof 
installed 1.5 years ago. 3 phase, 400 Amp $449,900

CONSIGNMENT 
& RESALE 
SHOPPING

440616

WE ARE BIGGER THAN YOU THINK!

Our items date from Civil War Era to today’s hottest 
collectibles & decorative items!

Open 7 Days a Week 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

On HWY 50, 1/2 mile West of McDonald’s in
Paddock Lake, 18 minutes east of Lake Geneva, WI

4212
24

RememberThatAntiques.com

ANTIQUES • COLLECTIBLES
DECORATIVE ITEMS

10,000 SQ. FT.
100+ DEALERS

262-843-1786

ITEMS SO UNIQUE, YOU CAN DESIGN
   A ROOM AROUND THEM

STOP IN & SEE US 

AFTER THE 

ELKHORN FLEA 

MARKET

call Pete Hansen at 262-473-3363 or 
email phansen@standardpress.com

TO ADVERTISE ON THE CONSIGNMENT 
and RESALE SHOPPING PAGE...

finds
fabulous

369807

Look Great! Save Money! 
Think Green!
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by Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

 Each summer in August, Flat Iron 
Park, situated along the shore of Geneva 
Lake in downtown Lake Geneva becomes 
transformed into an art lover’s paradise. 
 The annual Art in the Park Festival – 
scheduled for Aug. 12 and 13 at Flat Iron 
Park, 201 Wrigley Drive, Lake Geneva – 
comes back for its 43rd year. The park will 
be transformed into 80 spaces, to be filled 
with 10 -by-10 foot booths holding the art 
work of 80 artists, chosen from a large pool of 
applicants. 
 As a juried art show, the work of the artists 
is critiqued by a group of judges chosen by 
the sponsoring organization – in this case the 
Geneva Lakes Art Foundation. The judges are 
knowledgeable about art and often are artists 
themselves or members of the Board of the 

sponsoring organization. 
 “Many of the artists travel from across 
the country, although the majority are 
traditionally from here in the Midwest,” said 
Jeff Russart, this year’s director of Art in the 
Park. “Some of the artists live in the Lake 
Geneva area, while others find their way to 
the Festival from other communities or from 
adjacent states.”
 `Russart said entries start coming inearly, 
especially from artists who have been part of 
the show before. This year, as in most years, 
100 entries were received. It is then the job of 
the committee to choose which artists will be 
accepted for the juried show. 
 Many of the artists who have been part 
of the show in previous years request the 
same spots for their booths. Having the same 
location each year makes it easier for fans 
to find them. The committee tries to honor 

requests from past participants to assign their 
preferred spaces.
 Of the entries, only 80 can be accepted 
because of space in the park. 
 While many first think of an art show 
as paintings, the Art In the Park show is a 
combination of a variety of media. The show 
has paintings but also features clay/pottery, 
fiber works, glass, printmaking, metal, mixed 
media, oil and acrylic painting, watercolors, 
pastel works, photography, sculpture jewelry 
and wood works. 
 “Jewelry of all kinds, created by the artists, 
is always a favorite,” Russart said. “As are 
some of the unique items, such as those made 
from walnut shells.”
 While many artists work in more than 
one medium, when applying for the show 
they must choose which medium they will 
be displaying. They are limited to only 

Starting at the beginning of the park, meander through a variety of art work at Art in the Park.  
Allow plenty of time to enjoy the many displays available.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Spirit of Geneva Lakes

When Art becomes
part of the park

Annual fine art event returns for another run
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SUMMER
Savings Event
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displaying and selling works produced by them 
in that genre. Eighty percent of the items on 
display and offered for sale must be their original 
work in that particular genre, while the other 
20% must also be their work but it may be items 
reproduced, such as cards or prints.
 A feature of this art show is that the artist 
must be in their booths throughout the day, 
allowing visitors to not only see the work but 
have the chance to meet the artists and ask any 
questions. Some of the artists actually create 
works of art in the tent.
 Artists bring their own tents and are 
responsible for setting them up. Parking spaces 
are kept open adjacent to the park for the artists 
to unload their artwork, tent and other supplies. 
Once they have unloaded their materials, they 
must move their vehicles to make room for other 
artists to bring in their works and supplies.
 Putting up the tents, as well as hanging or 
displaying their artwork, is a hard job requiring 
several hours and the help of others. Lugging the 
canvases through the park, especially if they are 
very large and heavy or if they are transporting 
large sculptures or other breakable items, is a 
tiring and time-consuming job but one that the 
artists willingly undertake to participate in the 
show. 
 Fortunately, the Boy Scouts are usually there 
volunteering to assist the artists as needed. 
 Getting tents set up and works attractively 
displayed needs to be accomplished by early 
Saturday morning, as the judges will be out 
judging the artists’ work. They judge the show 
early on Saturday when the artists still have 
all their works available. While the judging is 
completed on Saturday, awards are presented on 
Sunday.
 Last year, the Best of Show Award was 
presented to Anthony Soskich, for a beautiful oil 
painting titled “Stairway of Green.” Additional 
awards included the John Larson Memorial 
Award awarded to Nancy Schwarz for her 
painting titled “Conglietto.” 
 Merit awards were awarded to Amanda Jones 
for her ceramic sculpture titled “Lola #14,” to 
Lou Pierozzi for his ceramic sculpture titled 
“USS Pennsylvania,” and to Julie Scheckel for 
her printmaking piece titled “Tranquility.”

Special stops
 When meandering through the park enjoying 
the variety of artwork on display and for sale, 
be sure to stop at some of the special tents. The 
Geneva Lake Arts Foundation has an interesting 
display of works by members of the foundation 
that are available for sale.

top: Pottery, ceramic wall hangings, paintings 
and more will be on display during the juried 
art show at Flat Iron Park in downtown Lake 

Geneva during Art in the Park. middle: 
Visitors begin to arrive to last year’s Art in the 
Park. Is that the bottom half of a visitor on the 
right or a piece of art? right: Paintings can 

be seen in various sizes to fit any need. Enjoy 
meandering through the displays to find the 

perfect piece for your home.
SUBMITTED PHOTOS Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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 The other tent not to miss is the silent auction 
tent. In this tent are works of art that have been 
donated by the exhibiting artists to be sold at a 
silent auction. The bids can be placed until 3 p.m. 
on Saturday and until 2 p.m. on Sunday for that 
day’s auction. 
 Different art pieces are up for auction each day. 
Winners are notified by cellphone and  if they have 
the winning bid, they need to pick up their artwork 
that day, within 2 ½ hours of the close of the 
auction.
 Participating in the auction is a great way to 
support the Geneva Lake Arts Foundation as funds 
from the auction benefit it.
 Some may think an art show is for adults, but 
in reality, it is a family event that will be enjoyed 
by members of the family of any age. The kids 
will especially enjoy the Just For Kids activity 
area, located in the Flat Iron Park Gazebo. Spend 
time here while the kids enjoy creating a “make 
and take” art project. While the children are hard 
at work on projects, parents can watch a child’s 
creativity come to life.
 The Just for Kids program is sponsored by the 
Neal and Dotsy Hefferman Art Scholarship Fund 
and the Lake Geneva Rotary.
 Food is always important when you are 
spending a day out. Being in downtown Lake 
Geneva, with the many restaurants in the area, 
assures there are no shortages of places to enjoy a 
quality meal and a beverage.
 “We will also have some food vendors here 
in the park,” Russart said. “The Boy Scouts will 
again offer foods such as hamburgers, hot dogs and 
drinks and the Nutman will again be on site selling 
his delicious nuts. There may also be some other 
vendors on site but they have not been finalized at 
this time.”
 While parking is always a concern on summer 
days – especially weekends in Lake Geneva – there 
are a number of free parking lots available. Some 
are within walking distance to Flat Iron Park. These 
can be found on the genevalakesartsfoundation.org/
art-in-the-park website.
 Further away, parking can be found at the Home 
Depot Parking Lot, 550 N. Edwards Blvd., and at 
U.S. Bank, 303 Center. Shuttle service is available 
from these lots from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and run 
continuously every 20 minutes.
 Spending a beautiful sunny day along the shore 
of Geneva Lake enjoying some of the best art in the 
area is the perfect way to spend a weekend day.
 Art in the Park will be held on Saturday, Aug. 
12, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, Aug. 13, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. There is no rain date. 
 For more information visit 
genevalakeartsfoundation.org. Admission to Art in 
the Park is free.
 The show is sponsored by the Geneva Lakes 
Art Foundation and is considered their largest 
fundraiser. The foundation has a downtown Lake 
Geneva Gallery, Gallery 223, at 223 Broad St., 
Lake Geneva, where the works of its members 
can be enjoyed. Summer hours for the gallery 
are Thursday through Monday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday and Wednesday hours are available by 
appointment only. Contact the organization by 
email at genevalakesartfoundation@gmail.com to 
make an appointment.

top: Colorful pottery and artistic T-shirts can be seen here. middle: Working 
together to get the booth up, these artists prepare their space for their displays. at 
right: While walking around the art fair, take time to look out at Geneva Lake and 

enjoy its natural beauty along with the beauty of the art. 
SUBMITTED PHOTOS Spirit of Geneva Lakes
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 And More!

FIREPLAC E
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262- 862- 1695
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$ 20  Off
 C him n ey  C l ea n in g 

with
 S a fety  I n s pect ion

Expires 11/01/2023  
NOT TO BE PAIRED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS

C h im n e y  C le a n in g
 In s p e c tion
Flu e  R e lin e  

G a s  C on v e rs ion
W ood  S tov e s

W ood  C on v e rs ion
R e fa c in g

 Tu c k p oin tin g  
R e m od e lin g  

Ne w  In s ta lla tion
C h im n e y  R e b u ild  

A p p lia n c e  Flu e  
C h im n e y  C a p s  

 A n d  M ore !

439224



by Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

ummertime is when most people 
head outdoors to enjoy a variety 
of activities with family, friends 

and neighbors. At the top of the list 
might be a trip to the fair – that 
is the Renaissance Faire – where 
visitors can set the activities and 

stresses of everyday life aside and 
take a step back in time. 

 The Renaissance Faire can be found 
along Interstate 94, just north of the 
Illinois/Wisconsin border. 
 When visitors arrive they are immersed 
into a world where life in the 16th century 
was filled with music, dancing, food, 
along with a variety of period appropriate 
activities. 
 Step back in time to 1574 and enter the 
fictional town of Bristol, in Elizabethan 
England, where the town is astir waiting 

for the Queen to arrive. Residents of the 
town are dressed in their best attire of the 
day, in outfits that best depict their station 
in life.
 Julie McMillin, social media director 
for Bristol Renaissance Faire, said the 
dress of the time had definite rules to 
abide by when people were choosing 
their clothing to wear in public. Women 
were required to have head coverings and 
their dresses had to cover their ankles, 
although exposing some cleavage was not 
forbidden. 
 The upper-class men were very 
flamboyant, dressing in leggings and 
vibrant tunic-styled tops. They carried 
their swords for their own protection and 
the protection of their family members. 
Decorative hats were also frequently worn 
by the men.
 As visitors approach the entrance to this 
fictional town, they begin to be pulled into 

the spirit of the Faire. From the time they 
pass through the main gates of the city and 
hear the music and laughter permeating 
the air, they become immersed into the 
16th century. Soon the stress of modern 
day life is forgotten and an old way of life 
becomes the reality, at least for a day.
 Many of the visitors also wear the 
period dress to be fully immersed in the 
atmosphere. Those that don’t have an 
Elizabethan outfit may choose to purchase 
one at one of the clothing stores onsite. 
However, unlike the dressmakers of 
the 16th century, these gowns are ready 
to wear and not made to order for the 
customer. 
 The shops are easy to find as the 
gowns are suspended in front of the 
business. Remember in the 16th century, 
the majority of people had not gone to 
school and learned to read, so shops often 
displayed pictures of the merchandise they 

Two women dressed to the nines enjoy an afternoon in the square at the Renaissance Faire taking  
in the music and dancing and perhaps some shopping.  
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TAKE A TRIP BACK IN TIME

Renaissance FaireVISIT 
THE

THIS 
SUMMER
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B: Breakfast   L: Lunch   D: Dinner   NC: No credit cards accepted   $: Mostly under $10   $$: Mostly under $20   GF: Gluten free   
   $$$: Mostly under $30   FF: Fish Fry   (: Reservations requested     : Alcohol served   : Kids menu   SR: Senior menuKey

Dining Directory Call for Carry Out & Delivery Options

Information 
is subject to 

change. Please 
contact individual 

restaurant for 
more information.

LUISA’S • Just off Hwy. 50, 12 mi. east of 
Lake Geneva. 262-537-4795. Superb Italian & 
American cuisine. Dine in, carry out, delivery, 
catering avail., call ahead & will have it hot ready 
to go. D, $$ 

MARS RESORT • W 4098 S. Shore Dr., Lake 
Geneva. A classic Wisconsin supper club “nestled 
on the shores of Lake Como.” Open 7 days a week at 
11am. Out of this world ribs and spectacular sunsets! 
Reserve one our our Igloos on our “Fire and Ice” Deck 
for a truly unique experience. We created special 
platters that are sure to please all of our guests. Enjoy 
our Piano Bar for fun Friday and Saturday nights. Call 
262-245-5689 today and visit www.mars-resort.
com to view our menu. L, D, FF, $$

GINO’S EAST OF CHICAGO  
• 300 Wrigley Dr., Lake Geneva. 262-248-2525. 
www.ginoseastlakegeneva.com. Chicago’s 
original deep dish pizza, Italian sandwiches, 
salads and entrees. L, D, $-$$

EAST TROY BREWERY • 2905 Main St. on 
the Historic Square, East Troy. 262-642-2670. 
Go to www.etbrew.com for an updated menu. 
Historic 1892 bank turned brewery/restaurant. 
Craft beer and a great menu with seasonal 
specials. Find us on Facebook. Wed.-Thurs. 
4-9pm; Fri.-Sat. 12-10pm; Sun. 12-6pm. L, D, $$, 
GF, FF 

LOCAL FOLKS RESTAURANT & PUB • 
39601 60th St. (Slades Corners), Burlington. 
262-539-3200. Open 6am every morning!  
B, L, D, $, FF, 

PINE STREET CAFE • 141 N. Pine St., 
Burlington, WI 53105. 262-763-9800. Homestyle 
food made from scratch daily using only the 
finest, freshest ingredients. Breakfast • Lunch • 
Dinner. Fish Fry Every Friday. Sunday 6am - 3pm. 
Monday - Saturday 6am - 8pm. $$, B, L, D, FF, 

CHRIS’ USA • 724 Milwaukee Ave., 
Burlington. 262-763-9968. Popular Friday Fish 
Fry. Beer Battered or Baked Cod with your 
choice of potato pancakes or french fries and 
coleslaw. Perch Dinner Available. $$, FF

440760

Earn Up To $100K!$
Top Drivers Can 

TRUCK DRIVERS
• Home most nights/every weekend

• Paid health benefits • Competitive Hourly Wages
• Time & 1/2 over 40 hours • 401(k) w/contribution
• Drive newer equipment • Paid vacations/holidays

• Paid life/disability
• Must have a Class A CDL and pass medical/drug screen

Go to:
www.vetstruck.com
for applications262-539-4460

Veteran’s Truck Line INC.
in Burlington, Wis is now accepting applications for:

Top Drivers Can 
Earn Up To $100K!

433770

Visit us at
www.ambroofing.com

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
Shingle Roofs • Metal Roofing

Flat Roofs •  Metal Siding
Gutters • Repairs

Building Relationships One Roof At A Time

43
58

72

FREE ESTIMATES
(815) 385-2621

We Now Offer Financing!
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carried in place of written signs.
 In addition to purchasing a dress 
or leggings there are other items 
needed to complete a 16th-century 
outfit. Shops selling hats, jewelry, 
swords and other accoutrements to 
complete the transition into a citizen 
of Bristol and a subject of the Queen 
in 1574 can be found throughout the 
streets of Bristol. Jewelry was as 
important to the women of the day 
as it is to many women today.
 The Renaissance Faire is situated 
on 30 wooded acres so be prepared 
to meander down the streets and 
enjoying the music and dancing as 
well as an opportunity to join in. 

MEET THE QUEEN
 Visitors should keep their eyes 
open for the parades that work their 
way through the grounds because 
the Queen’s parade might be one of 
those coming through. 
 The Queen is sometimes very 
sneaky, popping in – and then 
quickly disappearing – in the 
crowd. Other times she may be 
headed to one of the many stages to 
watch performances, from musical 
presentations, dancing, singing, 
acrobatics, or even juggling acts. 
 And remember it’s not uncommon 
for members of the audience to be 
pulled on stage and become part of 
the performance.
 The best place to spot the Queen 
is at the Jousting Ring where the 
knights arrive seated on their 
favorite steed, well groomed, and 

wearing their colors, ready to 
demonstrate the ability to perform 
a number of difficult skills and to 
joust with one another hoping to be 
rewarded by the Queen. 
 Encouraged by the cheers of their 
visitors, the knights put on their best 
performance in a fight to be the last 
knight mounted on his steed, which 
will allow him to become the top 
knight of the Queen’s Brigade. 
 Shows are held at various times 
throughout the day. Check the 
schedule for the day on arrival 
and try to arrive early for the 
performances as the grand stand 
seats fill up quickly. Note that there 
are a variety of performances that 
will be available throughout the day.

FAIRE FOOD
 As visitors meander through the 
streets of Bristol, they will find 
many food stands where they can 
purchase old-time cuisine. No one 
will go hungry even thought there 
are no modern day fast food items 
here, only things like mushroom 
bangers (sausages), Shepherd’s Pye 
and the traditional English fish and 
chips.
 For those who’ve never had a 
Cornish pastie, this is the time to 
try one. They are meat-filled pies 
enjoyed as a meal originally by 
workers in Cornwall and are said 
to be the forerunner of the Polish 
pierogi and the Italian ravioli.
 The most significant food item, or 
rather the one that is best known, is 

above: Visitors are welcomed to the Renaissance Faire. Once through the main 
entrance to the fictional city of Bristol, they are immersed into the culture of that 

time. at right: Members of the cast gather to have lunch together. 
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Special weekends 
at the Faire

 In addition to the traditional weekends of 
the Renaissance Faire, there are some special 
themed weekends that add a special twist to 
the events. They include:

PIRATE WEEKEND 
AUG. 5 AND 6
 Ahoy Mates! Dress in your best handmade 
Pirate or Sea Creature on the Castle Keep 
Stage at the designated time is weekend and 
sign in by 2 p.m. to be part of the Pirate’s 
Contest. 
 Report to the Castle Keepe Stage at the 
designated time to demonstrate your swagger 
for a chance to win free tickets.

RENNCON 
AUG. 12 AND 13
 Join the biggest costume party of the year. 
Choose your costume from wherever you get 
your inspiration, comics fairy tales, sci fi, or 
any other genre. Then join up at the Maypole 
at 10:30 for the dance around the Maypole.
 To enter the costume contest register by 
2pm. All must be handmade not purchased. 
Then report to the Castle Keep at the time 
designated to be judged for a chance to win 
return tickets to the Faire.

THE PUB CRAWL
 The Pub Crawl is not on a special weekend 
but tickets to this event can be purchased for 
any weekend. The Pub Crawl includes four 
alcoholic drinks as you travel from Pub to Pub 
accompanied by your own bartender which 
allows you to skip the lines. 
 Along the way share in bodacious songs, 
jests, folk stories and riddles. There are more 
than 14 beers on tap from which to choose . 
No one under 21 years of age is permitted on 
the Pub Crawl. 
 Tickets are $65. Half the tickets for the Pub 
Crawl are sold in advance on line, the other 
half are sold the day of the Pub Crawl. 
 An admission ticket to the Faire must also 
be purchased.
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Do you enjoy reading this publication?
We sure enjoy bringing it to you. To those readers who have sent a donation to help 
underwrite the increasing costs of producing The Spirit of Geneva Lakes magazine, 
We Thank You! For those who haven’t but would like to help assure future editions, 
please send a donation in any amount to:

IF YOU THINK THE SPIRIT IS WORTH:
$1.50 an issue - $18 covers a year
$1 an issue - $12 covers a year
BUT, ANY AMOUNT IS APPRECIATED! 1102 ANN STREET, DELAVAN, WI 53115

You won’t get a tote bag, T-shirt, coffee mug or CD of Elvis Presley’s Greatest Hits. But you will 
get the satisfaction of knowing that you have helped to support your favorite local magazine. 388406

ELKHORN, WI

AUGUST 13 • SEPTEMBER 24

ANTIQUE 
FLEA MARKET

Gate $5.00 • Free Parking • Opens 7 am • No Pets
Over 500 Inside & Outside Dealers
Rain/Shine • Fairgrounds Hwy 11

414-525-0820
elkhornantiquefleamarket.com 434179

The Terraces
& Highlands

Active Senior Living 55+

Arbor Village
& Village Glen
Assisted Living and

Memory Care Neighborhood

Meet Your Friends at Geneva Crossing!

262-248-4558 • www.genevacrossing.com

Lake Geneva’s Premier
55+ Neighborhood
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perhaps the giant turkey legs. Throughout 
the faire children especially will be seen 
holding their turkey leg as they wander 
around. It is often a question whether 
there are more children with turkey legs or 
with ice cream. Both seem to be enjoyed.
 There is generally a long line at the 
food stand offering cheese-filled fritters 
that have warm creamy cheesy centers. 
Obviously filled with cheese, they are a 
favorite here in Wisconsin. 
 A glass of Sarsaparilla, a favorite 
non-alcoholic beverage, also should be 
enjoyed, especially by those who haven’t 
ever tasted it. This early beverage is said 
to have been the precursor of what today 
is known as root beer. Sarsaparilla has a 
hint of licorice flavor.
 Guests at the fair often split orders of 
foods with members of their group so that 
more items can be sampled and enjoyed. 

HISTORY OF THE FAIRE
 While the Renaissance Faire has been 
in existence at this site since 1989, the 
history of its beginning goes back to 
1972 when Richard and Bonnie Shapiro 
founded an event which they named 

King Richard’s Faire. It was held for 
four weekends each summer in northern 
Illinois, just south of the Illinois/
Wisconsin border and was based on a 
fictitious King Richard. 
 King Richard’s Faire was enjoyed by 
many and through the 1970s and 1980s 
continued to attract more visitors. They 
also added fantasy events including trolls, 
elves and wizard battles. 
 Renaissance Entertainment Corp. 
purchased the Faire in 1989 and moved 
it across the border to its present location 
where they renamed it Bristol Renaissance 
Faire. 
 The company replaced the mythical 
King Richard with the real monarch of 
1574, Queen Elizabeth I of England. 
And here at this permanent site of the 
Renaissance Faire, time remains locked in 
the year 1574 to offer guests a glimpse of 
life as it was then. 
 The Faire is designed as a family 
activity and there are a variety of events 
geared especially for children. The 
children’s section includes games, rides 
and activities that they will enjoy while 
also teaching them some of the skills they 

would have needed in the Renaissance 
days.
 There likely will not be a moment when 
visitors aren’t entertained during their 
time at the Faire. From the performances 
on the 16 stages spaced around the 
grounds to the activities in the streets, 
there’s a lot of activity. Dancing, and 
singing, where performers get spectators 
to join in are something many guests seem 
to enjoy. 
 Bristol Renaissance Faire is off 
Interstate 94 at the Illinois/Wisconsin 
state line. Exit at Russell Road if traveling 
north from Illinois. 
 The 2023 Faire is open Saturdays and 
Sundays, July 8 through Labor Day, Sept. 
4, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Ticket are $40 
for adults and $35 for seniors (older than 
62) and military members with ID. Tickets 
for children 5 to 12 years of age are $15. 
Children younger than 5 are admitted free.
 Leave pets at home as they are not 
allowed on the grounds. Parking is 
available on site.
 For more information, visit www.
renfair.com, call 847-395-7773, or find the 
faire on Facebook.
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AUGUST HOURS:
Fri. & Sat.: 10AM - 4PM
Sun.: NOON - 4PM
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Casting CrownsStyx

FRIDAY SEPT. 1 SATURDAY SEPT. 2 SUNDAY SEPT. 3

WEDNESDAY • PRO RODEO 
THURSDAY •  PRO TRUCK & TRACTOR PULLS

FRIDAY • CHRIS YOUNG WITH SPECIAL GUEST DILLON CARMICHAEL
SATURDAY • STYX

SUNDAY • CASTING CROWNS
MONDAY • DEMOLITION DERBY

"THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE HOME"
174 YEARS
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