A publication of
SOUTHERN LAKES
NEWSPAPERS LLC

Summer 2023




PECK & WEIS WANTS TO THANK THE READERS WHO VOTED FOR US!

WE APPRECIATE YOU!

More People geé %WW With Us!

Voted #1 Contractor
Year after Year

« Service & Replacement

Factory trained technicians.
Authorized Bryant dealer.

<%

; . [
o Fast Reliable Service
24 Hour Emergency Service. 0lce

Guaranteed To Do The

Job Right!
Offering..
PLUMBING AND ELECTRICAL
Also...
Furnaces Humidifiers Radiant Systems
Air Conditioners Dehumidifiers Geothermal Systems

Whole House Air Cleaners Maintenance

Generators UV Lights Agreements
Water Heaters & Boilers Wifi Thermostats Sales and Service

Heat Pumps Mini Splits Systems Financing

Lake Geneva, WI

PECK&WEIS 26

HEATING ° COOLING * PLUMBING © ELECTRIC @

peckandweis.com
Heating & Cooling Systems

Find s on:
WHATEVER
IT TAKES.

facebook.

@facebook.com/peckweis

You Can Trust Your %W 1 4 50 )/ To Peck ¢ Weis!
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properties

CHRISTIE'S

- Finding that specral home.
AREA REALTOR SPECIALIZES IN LAKEFRONT PROPERTIES

by Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

If you have been following the real estate market
over the past couple of years, you are aware of the many
changes involved in finding and purchasing a home.

Whether you are looking to upsize your current
: residence, downsize to a more manageable home size,
) seE.= S s Y relocate, or finally purchase that second home, or finding

- the home of your dreams, contacting a realtor to help
walk you through the process is always the first and most

o R I f,;'_f-' ¢ | important step in your process of acquiring that desired
d.‘h_ L [0 _1_ = home.

ErenRATIONAL REA I During the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and 2021,
i TR ol 3 . : mortgage rates dropped to their lowest levels in years,
reaching an all-time low of 2.65% according to Freddie
Mac. This low rate brought out buyers but unfortunately
for them the number of properties available for sale
could not keep up with the demand.

In 2022, inflation pushed rates up. It is expected that,
as Federal Reserve Board Chairman Jerome Powell, has
hinted there are expected to be declines in the rates in
the near future. The current rate is about 6.5% said Jerry
Kroupa, real estate broker in the Elkhorn Lauderdale
Lakes area. In spite of the higher rates, sales continue
although there is still a shortage of properties on the
market.

Kroupa has been a real estate broker in the Elkhorn,
Lauderdale Lakes, Kettle Moraine area for more than 40
years and is the leading real estate agent on Lauderdale
Lakes.

We reached out to Kroupa who works for @
Properties/Christies International real estate out of its

@PROPERTIES PHOTO Readers Top Choice
! L

SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Readers Top Choice

above: Broker Jerry Kroupa and his associate Andrea Cummings in the
reception area at @properties/Christies International Real Estate. The area
provides a pleasant welcome to customers looking to purchase or sell a property.
top: The newly opened office of @properties/Christie’s International Real Estate
on the square in Elkhorn is at 102 N. Wisconsin St. * CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

20923 Readers’ Top Choice



4

Mz'?

and Sons INC.
3 Generations of Quality Work!
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Roofing, Remodeling, Siding, Windows, Kitchens, Baths & Fat roofs
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*Choose between our famous
Deep Dish or Thin Crust pizza

*Enjoy our variety of appetizers,
. salads, and pasta entrees

"«Dine in with spectacular lake

view, or delivery to your room
*Delivery hours begin at 5:00 PM.

_.-E -—':n ﬁ_——_—— '.ﬁ‘ ,-_.-,j,"‘ T T TS ESTYTS -Openforlunchat’l’lam
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DELIVERY OR PICK UP

202.248 2525

ginoseastlakegeneva.com
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Water Systems inc.

Tired of your water?
MORE SAVINGS
from Knox & Grandpa Addie

Y i "I CALLTODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!
vou' Top .chOIce i OSMOSIS DRINKING WATER SYSTEM i
Again Thls Yea'. ! Only one coupon per order. Not valid with other specials. Good only !

when sale is made and ticket is written. Expires 10/31/23 g1
3 3
We sincerely appreciate /|
-
your continued support!

_ [
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/)
Terry Addie

ANY NEW WATER HEATER

. 1 Only one coupon per order. Not valid with other specials. Good only |
1604 Plainfield Avenue ! when sale is made and ticket is written. Expires 10/31/23 ¢\ !

141 Pine Street ® Burlington Janesville, Wl
(262) 763-9800 608-755-1031

HOURS: Mon. - Sat. 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Sunday 6 to 3 p.m. OR : ]
PineStreetCafe/facebook.com 800-982-1652 i WATER SOFTENER OR IRON FILTER :

1 Only one coupon per order. Not valid with other specials. Good only |
when sale is made and ticket is written. Expires 10/31/23 g1

addiewatersystems.com .
Terry@addiewatersystems.com

Visit my Website!
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rgreeley@shorewest.com
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HAASE hoice
Lockwoob
& ASSOCIATES

FuNErAL HOMES
& CREMATORY INcC,
Elhbtionn

730 N. Wisconsin St.

(262) 723-6390
Genoa City Twin Lakes
113 Freeman St. 620 Legion Drive
(262) 279-5933 (262) 877-3013

www.haaselockwoodfhs.com

N
“%Drchard wm!ﬂ

\W6384 8ugar Creek Road
g\ Elkhorn WI 53121
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Jerry Kroupa, REALTOR®
(@properties CHRISTIE'S

S
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CRRETIEY

102 N. Wlsconsm Street

= Elkhorn
ﬁm 262-949-3618

JerryKroupa@atproperties.com

12| View my properties at
= www.lakehomeswi.net

440586

BANCO INSURANCE AGENCY

Complete Insurance Services

Automobile ~ Home ~ Farm ~ Health ~ Business

Two Convenient Locations:

207 W. Main St., Whitewater ~ (262) 473-7344

KReed @firstcitizensww.com
Located in First Citizens State Bank, Whitewater

Kasey Reed

111 E. Main St., Palmyra ~ (262) 495-2118

Igarlock @firstcitizensww.com
Located in First Citizens State Bank, Palmyra
3.‘ Choice for

-]_msurance’ ./

““0%" Andrea Kahn, CSR
akahn @firstcitizensww.com

www.bancoinsurance.com

Lori Garlock

I Thank you for
¢ your votes in ‘
£ the Readers '\

Serving Our Community Since 1984 399614
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FGNMENT
BOUTIQUE

Thank You for Voting
us the Top Choice for
Consignment Stores

HIND T
LOVE IT!

BUY [T/

. Shop %ﬂ?
often to score the best in

fashion and price

GOING EAST...GOING WEST...

Discover The Best!
Just off Hwy. 50 ~ 12 miles east of Lake Geneva

Servmg Chicken, Ribs & Pasta
Wt Supenk: ltalian & American Cuisive

&
I PIZZA! PIZZA! PIZZA!
\ - Classic thin crust, pan, stuffed & hand-tossed

L]

PASTA - SANDWICHES TOP

DITTTTE T F® 5 RGERS & SO MUCH MORE! hoicel
el DINE-IN, CARRY OUT,

¥ DELIVERY, CATERING

1 call ahead on your way to or

| from Lake Geneva and We’ll §

Have it Hot & Ready!

J www.luisaspizza.co
Hwy. 50 & 317th Ave., Wheatland - 12 Miles East of Lake Geneva

200 W. Main Street, Rochester

Open Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. |ﬂf!':_%|

(262) 534-7553 « www.newtoyou-wi.com

262-537-4795 aa0312

Hwys 12/67 EIkhorn I WWW. evergreengolf com | (262) 741-6200

440704
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« Educators

CREDIT UNION

THANK

YOU

for nominating us as a
Readers’ Top Choice!

Every decision we make is with
our members at the center, and
we take pride in providing:
6/ Better rates.

Q/ Lower fees.

(“J Big rewards.

O/ Exceptional services.

Scan or visit
ecu.com to
Insured by NCUA learn more

444444
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AREA REALTOR * CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

newly opened Elkhorn office which is on
the square in downtown Elkhorn.

Kroupa said selling homes has been a
very busy experience the past couple of
years.

“We have especially been selling
second homes. Most of the buyers are
looking for homes on the water making
Lauderdale Lakes a popular spot,” Kroupa
said. “Lauderdale Lakes property prices are
comparable to those on Delavan Lake. This
makes them a good alternative to homes
on Geneva Lake with their much higher
costs.”

Many of those searching for that
vacation property come from Illinois
especially from the City of Chicago and
its northern suburbs. The distance from
Chicago and its northern suburbs is short
enough for the owners to come up for a
weekend or a few days when not able to
spend a longer period of time.

“The majority of homes on Lauderdale
Lakes are single family homes. Cost of
these homes are based on size of the lot
and the size of the home along with their
location on the lake,” Kroupa said. “The
cost of a home here on the lake ranges
from about $600,000 to $2 Million.”

What are shoppers looking for in a
vacation home?

Kroupa said they are not looking for a
little cabin on the water but a full three- to
four- bedroom home with three or more

bathrooms. They are truly looking for

a complete second home to enjoy with
family and one large enough to allow them
to invite friends and relatives up to enjoy
time at the lake.

“Today’s buyer is also highly educated
about the market. They do their research
and reach out with questions appropriate
for their buying interests,” Kroupa said.

Those looking for lakefront properties
are those who enjoy all the water sports,
including summer activities such as
boating, swimming, water skiing, fishing,
or just sitting on the deck enjoying the
water view, Kroupa said. They may also
enjoy winter outdoor activities on the
water such as ice fishing, ice boating or ice
skating.

The past couple of years have caused
a dramatic change in how customers shop
for properties, both second- and full-
time homes. With limited inventory and
properties selling quickly, decisions have to
be made even more quickly, Kroupa said.

“In the past, prospective buyers would
visit many homes until they found the
house that was perfect for them and had
everything they wanted. With the small
number of properties on the market within
their price range, choices may be more
limited,” Kroupa said. “When you find
something that meets a majority of your
needs, move on it quickly. Nothing stays
on the market long.”

Also be prepared to pay more than the
listing price. There are often multiple offers
for a property, especially if it is a desirable
property, and may result in a bidding war,
Kroupa said. So, if one is serious about
purchasing that property, be ready to place
your best offer as quickly as possible.

Everyone knows when it comes to real
estate that location, location, location is the
most important factor in a purchase. This
is true when purchasing that second home.
Buyers want to be sure that the property
offers the activities that are important to
their family.

“Most of the people who come to
purchase a lakefront property come with a
specific lake or a couple of lakes in mind.
They often pick the lake based on the
exposure they have had on that lake. They
may have been up to the lakes with family
and friends so they know what is available
both in activities and the types of homes
located there,” Kroupa said.

While most think of a second home as
being a summer home, that is not always
the case. Some people may be looking for
that summer home but others may also
want winter activities also. Fortunately
choosing a second home in the Wisconsin
area allows one to participate in both
summer and winter activities.

“The Kettle Moraine area is another

* CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

A beautiful waterfront home surrounded with mature trees is one of the homes
sold by @properties/Christie’s International Real Estate. The perfect second home to enjoy.

@PROPERTIES PHOTO Readers Top Choice
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AREA REALTOR * CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

area that attracts people looking for a
second home. It is a popular place for
hiking and mountain biking along with
road biking in the summer and enjoying
the nearby lakes. It is also as popular in the
winter as it is in the summer. It is a favorite
place for cross country skiing and winter
hiking,” Kroupa said. "It is another area in
which we sell many properties.”

Kettle Moraine State Park offers
groomed trails and beautiful scenic vistas to
enjoy while skiing in the winter or hiking
and biking in the warmer weather. This
makes it a great area for a second home or
to live year round.

“When making an offer on a property,
always include a home inspection as part of
the offer,” Kroupa said.

Buyers need to know what problems to
expect if any and hopefully the owner will
be open to some remediation if problems
are found and the owner wants the sale to
go through, Kroupa added. If they aren’t
and it is a major problem, having the results
of the inspection as part of the offer will
allow the buyers the leverage to not follow
through with the sale.

In addition to selling lakefront second
homes, @Properties/Christies International
also service buyers and sellers looking to
replace their permanent home. With an
office in Elkhorn they are ready to help you
successfully sell your current home and

to help you find the right home for you to
purchase.

“Many of our clients return as their
home needs change and it is not unusual for
us to work with them on 2 or three homes
in their lifetimes,” Kroupa said.

According to the MLS, there were 103
sales of single family homes in Elkhorn in
2022. The sales prices ranged from a low
of $135,000 to a high of $599,000 with an
average price of $306,000 making Elkhorn
an affordable community for a family.

Presenting a home for sale and pricing
it correctly can present the property as
the most desirable in its price range. @
properties/Christies International offers
these suggestions for preparing your home
for the market:

« Start by decluttering your home,
clean it, and organize. Everyone collects
excessive items when they have lived in the
home for a while. Now it is time to clear the
clutter;

* Maintain the exterior of the home. First
impressions are important;

* Paint inside and out as needed;

* Make any needed repairs;

* Brighten your home.

* Remove pets from the home; and

* Hire a home inspector.

Following these suggestions will make
your home attractive to buyers and should
help to make your sale proceed in a timely

manner.

@Properties began in Chicago when
realtors Mike Golden and Thad Wong
recognized the need for better service and
support for both agents and clients. They
set out on their own in 2000 to establish @
properties.

The company grew over the next two
decades into one of the largest brokerage
firms in the country. The company acquired
Christie’s International Real Estate global
network in 2021. The company continued
to grow and opened offices in many new
locations. It continued to expand, and
improve, and looked to promote a true love
for the properties that would become a
family’s home.

The Elkhorn office opened in December
2022 in the city center. The white single
story building at 102 Wisconsin St. with the
name @properties/Christie’s International
Real Estate out front.

The office is staffed with office manager
Don Shea (847-833-8572), Broker Jerry
Kroupa (262-949-3618), agents Lynn
Haman (262-949-3124) , William Russell
(262-228-2700), Kate Rozman (2362-993-
8293 and Sales Agent Andrea Cummings
(262-492-8082) who are all available to
serve you and answer your questions.

Visit @properties on the square, 102 N.
Wisconsin St., Elkhorn or visit them on line
at www.lakehomeswi.net.

-ty

Set slightly back from the waterfront on a small rise, this home listed with @properties/Christie’s International
Real Estate has a beautiful view of the lake and ample room for a pier to dock the boat.

920923 Readers’ Top Choice
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services & shopping

A Besl Place
to worship

St Charles Catholic Church
St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Good Shepard
Norway Lutheran
St. Pauls Lutheran

A Best Marina/
Boat Dealers

Abbey Marina
Skipper Buds
Gage Marina
Gordy’s Marine
Action Marine

A Best Funeral Home

Daniels Family Funeral Home
Mealy Funeral Home
Derrick Funeral Home

Haase-Lockwood Funeral
Home

Legacy Funeral Home East
Troy

A Best Heating/ Ac

Komfort Heating & Cooling
The Thielmann Group Heating
& Cooling
Square One Heating &
Cooling, LLC
Peck & Weis
H.J. Faust, Inc.

A Best Hair salon

Trendsetters
A Cut Above
Whiz Bang
Leah’s Family Hair Cut
Great Clips

A Best Furniture
store

Bilt-Rite Furniture
Brick & Mortar
Reed Furniture Inc.
Luberry’s
Country Hearts

A Best Jewelers

The Jewelry Center-Burlington
Kullbergs Elkhorn
Beall Jewelers
Kay Jewelers

A Home Builders/
Remodelers

A Best vet clinic

A Best consignment
store

James R. Taylor & Sons
Basso Builders
Martin Construction
Thelen Total Construction
Scherrer Construction

A Best Dentist

Fox Valley Veterinary Service
Mukwonago Animal Hospital
Lake Geneva Animal Hospital
Molitor Pet & Bird Clinic
Westosha Veterinary Hospital

A Best Law Firm

New To You
Geneva Upscale
Consignment
Sandy’s Upscale
Consignment Shop
Love, Inc.
Thrift-In

A Best Appliance
store

Jeffrey Sorensen, DDS
Waterford Dental
Toner Family Dental
Midwest Family Dental
Braden Dental Center

A Best Bridal salon

Clair Law Office
Kmiec & Noonan, LLC
Wynn at Law, LLC
Rizzo & Diersen, S.C.
Edenhofer Law Offices, S.C.

A Bes! Health
and Fitness

Lyle’s TV & Appliance

A Best Hardware
store

The Merchantile
Bon Bon Belle Bridal
All About The Gown

Bridal Boutique

A Best Auto Repair

Planet Fitness
Aurora Wellness Center
Anytime Fitness
Geneva Lakes Family YMCA
Wild Roots Salon & Pilates
Studio

A Best Florist

Reineman’s Hardware
Heyer True Value
TNT Ace Hardware
Martin’s Hardware & Pet -
East Troy
Woller True Value

A Best Barber shop

Performance Auto Repair
Salem Auto Service
Hunter’'s Auto Service
Village Automotive & Tire
Dan Tone

A Best Golf course

Evergreen Country Club
Abbey Springs
Browns Lake Golf Course
Rivermoor Golf Club
Delbrook Golf Course

A Best Assisted
Living

Wishing Well Florist
Gia Bella Flowers & Gifts
Pesche’s Greenhouse
Treasure Hut
Perfect Petals by Tali

408

A Best Auto
pealership

Ketchpaw’s Barber Shop
A Cut Above
Great Clips

Leah’s Family Hair Care

A Best waler
softening Equipment
suppliers

Addie Water Systems, Inc.
Culligan Water Conditioning
Dalee Water Conditioning
Huemann Water Conditioning

Best Roofers

Oak Park Place
Fairhaven Senior Services
Archwood Senior Living
Geneva Crossing

Lynch GM Superstores
Miller Motors
Kunes Chevrolet
Martin Jeep-Chrysler
Palmen Motors

AMB Roofing & Sheet Metal
Assurance Roofing
Absolute Roofing

2023 Readers’ Top Choice
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dining & enteriainment

A Best Bakery

Stinebrink’s Piggly Wiggy
Simple Café Bakery
Elkhorn Pastries

Bodi's Bakery

A Best Brunch

Charcoal Grill
Pine Street Café
Simple Café
Lucky Star

Lake Lawn Resort

A Best Burgers

Fred’s Parkway
Flippy’s Fast Food
Chris’ USA

Whiskey Ranch
Annie’s Burger Town

A Best Mexican food

Dos Amigos

El Burrito Loco

Crossover Cantina & Eatery

Hernandez Mexican
Restaurant

Los Compadres

A Best carry-out

Lucky Star

Flippy’s Fast Food
Napoli’'s

Lucky Chen

Antioch Pizza — Burlington

A Best Reception
venue

Veteran’s Terrace

The Venue East Troy

Horticulture Hall — Lake
Geneva

Hawk’s View Golf Club &
Banquet Facility

Cotton Exchange

A Best Hot Dog

Dairy Queen — Burlington
Flippy’s Fast Food

Dairy Queen — Silver Lake
Sandlots Salem

Gus’s Drive-In

920923 Readers’ Top Choice

A Best outdoor
Eatery

East Troy Brewery
Michael’s on the Lake
Charcoal Grill

Mars Resort

Doc’s on the Fox

A Best chinese Food

Moy’s Restaurant
Lucky Chen

Kira’s Asian Bistro
Beijing Gardens
Chopsticks — Waterford

A Best ice
cream Shop

Dairy Queen — Burlington
Hansen’s Ice Cream Parlor
Adrian’s Frozen Custard

J. Laubers Ice Cream Parlor

Culver’s
7N £

f \ S
¢ \ /
=0 &

A Best Pizza

Gino’s East Pizzeria

Napoli Restaurant and
Pizzeria

Zumpano's Ristorante &
Pizzeria

Luisa’s Restaurant

Antioch Pizza — Burlington
and Paddock Lake

A Best Resort A Besl Liquor store
Lake Lawn Resort The Bottle Shop
Grand Geneva Resort and Rice Liquors

Spa Global Glass

The Abbey Resort
Mar’s Resort

A Best caterers

Stinebrink’s Piggly Wiggly
Bell Liquors

A Best Martini

Stowell’s Catering

Riga Tony’s — Delavan
LD’'s BBQ

Luisa’s Pizza

Subway Paddock Lake

A Best Restaurant

Pine Street Café

Lucky Star

East Troy Brewery

Colony House Restaurant
Jonathan’s on Brick Street

A Best Winery

Staller Estate Winery
Apple Barn Orchard Winery

AppelTreow Winery

Spirit of Norway

A Best
Insurance Agent

Banco Insurance Agency

Sugar Creek Mutual
Insurance Company

State Farm Insurance - Bill
Czaja

Mangold Insurance

May’s Insurance Agenc
A Best sports Y geney
Bar & Grill A Best Realtor
Charcoal Grill Renata Greeley Shorewest
Chris’ USA @ Properties Jerry Kroupa
Fred's Parkview Compass Realty
Champs Bear Realty Glenda Dupons

Kelly’s Bleachers

Mel Wendt Realty, Inc.

Waterfront Pub & Girill
Colony House Restaurant
Rustic Roots

Lucky Star

Sammy’s Place — East Troy

A Best Bar

Rustic Roots Burlington
East Troy Brewery
Chris’ USA

Pirate’s Cove

Charcoal Grill

A Best Bowling Alley

Towne & Country Lanes, Inc.
Lake Geneva Lanes

Old Settlers Bowling Center
River City Lanes

Delavan Lanes

A Best Fresh Meat

Wilson Farm Meats
Sorgs Quality Meats and
Sausages

A Bes! Financial
Inslitution

Educator’s Credit Union

Scott Herrmann — Thrivent
Financial

Greenwood Bank

Citizens Bank East Troy

Blackhawk Credit Union

A Best Apartment

Boardwalk

Fox Crossing
Westridge Apartments
Bear Arbor Burlington



by Jennifer Eisenbart
STAFF WRITER

In another lifetime, 2905 Main St. in
East Troy was a bank.

As Ann and Ted Zess remember, the
corner of Main and Division streets was the
old State Bank of East Troy — the first bank
of many iterations.

But in 2017, with the final bank to
occupy the building closed, the Zesses
looked at the inside of the building — and
had an idea.

“When we first went through it, it
was bigger than we remembered it,” Ann
explained.

Now, some six years and a pandemic
later, East Troy Brewery resides at the
address, the history of the building on full
display with its new purpose.

“We always thought a brew pub or
a brewery in East Troy would be a cool
option on the square,” Ted said. “We

grew up in East Troy, we’re life long
residents. We just wanted to see the square
revitalized.”

Now, the former bank, while holding
onto many of its identifying traits —
including the use of the vault and tellers
windows in the bar area — is an option for
parties both large and small.

In addition to the numerous brews made
on site, there is a full menu of appetizers,
pizza, sandwiches and meals, an outdoor
patio area with live music on the weekends
and a special “Mug Club” for those who
love their beer.

“Good beer, good food. I mean, brewery
is in our name,” said new General Manager
Zach Innis. “And our food is excellent as
well. And good atmosphere.”

On tap

With Scott Slauson in charge of
the brewery, the number of craft beers

RCWCELY

available is both varied and creative.

In addition to the traditional pale ales (a
New England and East Troy version) and
amber beers, pilsners and a German-style
Helles lager are available.

Different kinds of beer make it onto the
drink menu seasonally. For example, right
now, East Troy Brewery has its Lemon
Lager, a Czech Pils Lager with real lemon
puree, which the menu says transforms the
beer into “a tart, light summer patio beer.”

There’s also the Fresa, a Helles Lager
that’s described as “what do you get when
you add 220 pound of strawberries to some
of our Helles? A crisp, light lager with a
not-so-subtle hint of strawberry.”

There’s also a Rye IPA, the Cream City
Bricks In the Sticks and the Helles Lager
of Troy — “The beer that launched 1,000 ...
beers.”

* CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Staff at the brewery include (front from left) General Manager Zach Innis, Bar Manager Keely Rivero,
Executive Chef Noah Higgins, (middle row) Head Brewer Scott Slauson, co-owner Ann Zess, (back row) co-owner Ted Zess.

JENNIFER EISENBART Readers Top Choice
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BANK To BREWERY * CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

“We try to flavor some beers seasonally,” said
Slauson, adding that blueberry will be added in the
next few weeks to the brewery’s Hefeweizen beer.

There are also a wide variety of beers and hard
seltzers available by the can and bottle, as well
as non-alcoholic beer from Potosi Brewing Co.,
specialty cocktails and a wine list.

‘When the weather turns colder in the fall,
Slauson said that the brewery switches to darker
beers, including stouts and porters. The annual
Oktoberfest beer will come with the brewery’s event
Sept. 23.

For those who are beer aficionados and regulars
at the brewery, there is the ETB Mug Club.

For $100 a year, those who sign up get their
own safety deposit box in the vault for storage of
a personalized 16-ounce glass mug, $5 draft beers
with the mug, year-round, a key to the safe-deposity
box, exclusive coupons and a beer release party.

Tasty treats

Just as the drink menu is seasonal, so, too, is the
meal menu. Behind the guidance of Noah Higgins,
executive chef and kitchen manager, the brewery
offers both a lunch and dinner menu.

The lunch menu is only served on Saturdays
and Sundays, when the brewery opens at noon. The
dinner menu includes many of the same items.

Menu standards include the ET Square pizza —
the Shroomie, White Truffle Pear, Cheeze-It and
The Carnivore are among the regulars — Hill Valley
cheese curds, served with curry tomato ketchup and
ranch dressing, pretzel bites with homemade ETB
beer cheese, and a large variety of barbecue, salads,
sandwiches and burgers.

There are two special menu items each month.
Right now, the July Pizza of the Month is the
Hawaiian Thai-In (Thai red chili BBQ sauce,
shredded mozzarella, smoked ham, sliced red onion,
grilled pineapple and hot honey).

The Burger of the Month is the Cubano, a half-
pound brisket patty with mojo marinated pulled
pork, crispy ham, Swiss cheese, yellow mustard and
dill pickle on a brioche bun.

Gluten-free buns are available for an extra $1,

a children’s menu is available and the dinner menu
adds chef’s specials, tacos and wings.

The idea, Ted Zess said, is to help grow the East
Troy Square space and East Troy in general.

“I just think it’s a cool place for people to
come and hang out,” he explained. “It’s become a
gathering spot.”

Added Ann, “It’s an experience. You can walk
around and see the history.”

The East Troy Brewery is open five days a week,
with the bar open from 4 to 9 p.m. and food service
from 4 to 8 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday, and the
bar from 4 to 10 p.m. and food service from 4 to 9
p-m. Friday.

On Saturdays, the bar is open from noon to 10
p-m., with food service from noon to 9 p.m., and
both the bar and kitchen are open from noon to 4

p-m. Sunday. o ) ) top: Much of the history of the building, which was formerly a bank, has been preserved.

The brewery is open for dine-in, patio seating The vault is now space used by the Mug Club — a special group that customers can
and carryout. For more information, go to etbrew. sign up for with perks throughout the year. abowve: The outdoor patio area is popular,
com or call 262-642-2670. especially during the summer, where there is live music on the weekends.
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| ocal
wineries offer
a wide variety

by Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

Tastes change during the summer. People
forsake the heavy foods of winter and enjoy
the lighter fresh fruits and vegetables that
the area is known to produce.

Likewise, tastes in beverages also tend to
lighten from the full-bodied, heavier wines
of winter to lighter, less-filling beverages.
On a beautiful summer day, nothing beats
a drive into the Wisconsin countryside to
enjoy the beauty of nature and to discover
special places to be enjoyed — among them,
special small wineries.

Traveling along Highway A, in the
Delavan area, the beautiful Staller Estate

unaner

Winery pops up and it is difficult not to
stop. Sitting indoors or outside among the
grapevines, it is the perfect spot to enjoy the
fruits of the Stallers’ labor and the beauty of
the area at the same time.

The manicured vineyard is small but
welcoming as visitors enjoy the outdoors,
as well as the wines, charcuterie boards and
other fine choices. That includes flatbread
Fridays in the beauty of the countryside.

The Stallers purchased the farm — which
had been an old dairy farm — and converted
it to a vineyard. For Wendy and Joe Staller,
their interest in winemaking began while at
the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater,
where they studied biological and chemical
sciences and began to dabble in amateur
winemaking. This led to Wendy going out to
University of California-Davis to complete
the wine program and become truly
knowledgeable about winemaking.

“We started the winery over 10 years
ago and have continued to grow, adding
additional grapevines and creating a variety
of wines from our grapes,” shared Wendy,

owner of the Staller Estate Winery with her
husband, Joe.

“It was a hobby that got out of control,”
she adds with a laugh. “Now it is a full-time
business.”

The winery is the perfect location for
bachelorette parties, private tasting events,
birthdays, anniversaries, business meetings,
smaller reunions, moderately sized
weddings and any other event people can
imagine. The event, depending on the size,
can be held outside in the vineyard, in the
sun room, the gazebo or down in the Barrel
Cellar Room.

A tasting, or a tour of the winery can be
arranged to make an event as special and
personal as visitors would like.

Staller creates a variety of wines from
the estate’s grapes and have added some
self-distilled vodka and fruit brandy to the
product line. The estate also serves a variety
of cocktails, including a special Dragonfruit
Mojito with its unique purple color.

* CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

This flight of Staller's summer favorites includes a variety of wines from the Rock Valley white,
a dry white with a taste of pineapple to the Red Sun-Gria with its fresh fruit flavors.

SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Readers Top Choice
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WINERI Es * CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

“Of course, it is required that a brandy
old-fashioned be on the menu in Wisconsin,”
Wendy added with a smile. “We also serve
the loaded Bloody Mary and other special
cocktails.”

Wendy also explained that there is a
chance in the types of wine that people
request in the summer.

“Summertime means a return to the lighter
wines,” she said.

A summer wine flight includes the
Rock Valley White — a dry white wine with
aromas of tropical pineapple — and a Horizon
Cuvee, a semi-dry white wine with distinct
grapefruit citrus aromas that is followed by a
lingering palate of fresh fruit.

It may surprise some who think of white
wines as the lighter wines to discover that
some red wines are also favorites in the
summer. One such is the Sun-Gria, a blend
of three red wines.

“We recommend serving it over frozen
fruit to enjoy a real summery, fruit-laden
drink,” said Wendy.

With the added fruit, one may think they
are in Spain enjoying the country’s Sangria,
as it is served there. Imagine spending
an afternoon at the vineyard, enjoying a
tasty summer wine with a charcuterie tray
of meats and cheeses of your choice with
friends or family members, sharing a special
day.

Throughout the summer, there are a

variety of events held at the winery. Coming
up in August is the annual Fire and Wine
Shrimp Boil, and there will be addition
dinners in October and November. A
Christmas-themed dinner will also take place
in December.

Enjoy yoga in the vineyard? Another
fun activity to consider. Check the website,
Facebook, or give them a call for dates,
menus, times, and costs as all these are pre-
ticketed.

Staller Estate Winery is located at W8896
County Road A, Delavan. Contact them
at 608-883-2100 or visit online at www.
stallerestate.com. They can also be found on
Facebook. They are open 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
daily.

The Hppte Parn

The Apple Barn Orchard and Winery
has been in business since 1848 and is still
owned by the same family, the Jacobsons, all
these years later.

While many people think of the Apple
Barn as the place to pick and purchase fresh
apples in the fall, it is more than just an
apple orchard. It is a full farm that grows a
variety of crops, along with a winery that
produces a variety of wines made from the
fruits grown on the farm under the direction
of winemaker Steve Jacobson.

While in fall the grounds are full of
customers purchasing apples, pumpkins and

The favorite summer wines found at the Apple Barn includes the strawberry wines, the
rhubarb wines, and the combined strawberry/rhubarb blend.
SANDRA LANDEN MACHAJ Readers Top Choice
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various bakery items — including fresh baked
pies and homemade donuts — in summer

the Barn is alive with visitors arriving for
strawberries. The Barn is open for picking
beginning in June until they are finished
producing, usually in mid-July.

The Apple Barn is also known for its
award-winning unique wines, not made with
grapes but with fruits mostly grown on the
farm. While many people think of wines
made with fruits other than grapes are very
sweet, this is not always the case.

“While some fruit wines are very sweet
and used as dessert wines, others are light
and fruity, perfect for a summer day,” shared
Jacobson.

At this time of year, customers are
looking for that light fruity wine to enjoy on
a warm summer day while sitting in their
own backyards or spending some time at the
Apple Barn’s Tasting room.

“Strawberry wines are a favorite at this

time of year along with the rhubarb wines,”
said Jacobson. The combination of mixing
strawberry and rhubarb creates a wine that is
especially enjoyed during the warm summer
months. Light, refreshing, and created from
strawberries and rhubarb grown on site, it is
sure to become a favorite.

If purchasing some of the strawberry
wine, also look at the hand-painted wine
glasses by Sandra Glinner. The ones
decorated with strawberries are perfect for
summer entertaining — especially if hosts
are serving the strawberry wines and some
freshly picked strawberries.

Each wine created in the winery is
done in small batches, ensuring that
the richness, quality and taste remain
consistent. All are created under
Jacobson’s watchful eye. The types of
wines brewed change as the fruits ripen
and become ready to be processed.

Stop in the tasting room for a sample
of the light summer wines. There is not
a charge for a tasting but they are always
grateful for any tips. Tips do not go to the
servers but are donated to the Leukemia-
Lymphoma Society of Wisconsin to aid in its
work of trying to find a cure. In the last two
years, The Apple Barn has donated $19,000
to the society thanks to the donations
received.

The Farmer’s Daughter, with its own
brand of jams, jellies, apple butters and pie
fillings continues to increase in popularity.

It also carries a large number of Wisconsin-
made products.

The Apple Barn is located at W6384
Sugar Creek Road, Elkhorn, and is open
Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and Sunday from noon to 4 p.m. During
strawberry season, the facility is open seven
days a week.

Reach The Apple Barn by phone at
262-728-3266 or visit them online at www.
applebarnorchardandwinery.com. Also,
check out the business’s Facebook page.



lyle's TV touts multiple grilling options

Big Green Egg
among inventory
highlights

by Jason Arndt
STAFF WRITER

Lyle’s TV & Appliance, of Elkhorn,
has been in business for decades and offers
multiple household options for consumers
looking to fill their home and even on the
outdoor patio.

While the Elkhorn-based business has
several items in stock, such as refrigerators,
televisions, dishwashers, ovens and stoves,
and other items, Lyle’s also touts a diverse
range of outdoor grilling options.

Lyle’s President Thomas Schinke said
the company has gas grills, pellet grills
manufactured by Traeger and other key
distributors, as well as wood fire pizza
ovens.

“We have got a little bit of everything
for everybody,” he said. “We sell
everything from low end to high end. We
are price competitive.

Schinke added his business offers
grilling options designed to last decades.

Within the last decade, meanwhile,
Lyle’s introduced the highly touted Big
Green Egg to its customers.

The Big Green Egg, which launched
nearly 50 years ago in Atlanta, is sold
exclusively at independent retailers such as
Lyle’s.

Mike Essman, Big Green Egg account
manager for Wisconsin and Iowa, said the
company’s relationship with brick and
mortar stores is highly important.

“We started as a small business in 1974
in Atlanta and we continue to maintain
that relationship with independent dealers
throughout the world,” he said. “We support
the independent retailer. That is very
important to this company with the brick
and mortar stores, the stores like Lyle’s.”

HIGHLY POPULAR

The Big Green Egg initially became
popular in the Southern and Western
regions of the United States.

Since then, people from around the
world have become attracted to the Big
Green Egg for its versatility, Essman said.

“It is the versatility of it, it is not just a
grill, it is an experience is what it is. Itis a
smoker, it is a grill, it is an oven.”

The Big Green Egg, which has a
ceramic shell and can withstand frigid
Wisconsin temperatures, offers precise and

Account Manager Mike Essman, of the Big Green Egg, showcases one of seven Big Green
Egg sizes available for sale at Lyle’s TV & Appliance in Elkhorn.
JASON ARNDT Readers Top Choice

accurate temperature control features for
consumers looking to prepare any type of
food outdoors.

“I can run the temperature from 180
to 1,200 degrees any time of the year,”
Essman said.

Additionally, Essman said the Big
Green Egg comes with a lifetime warranty,
primarily for the ceramic shell.

While the Big Green Egg offers
versatility, the product comes in several
sizes, but Essman noted consumers should
consider how many people they plan on
serving food.

“We have seven different sizes available
and it all depends on how many people
you are cooking for,” he said. “You want to
make sure you have the room.”

Although the Big Green Egg is
extremely heavy, the mini eggs can serve as
an ideal size for people looking to use the
product for tailgating, since the mini egg
comes with handles.

Unlike the typical gas grill, the Big
Green Egg comes with simplicity.

Essman said the Big Green Egg needs
minimal, to low maintenance, and can be
easily cleaned.

The price of a Big Green Egg is $695

and up, Essman said.

Schinke said Lyle’s sells 75 to 100 Big
Green Eggs on annual basis.

“I started with one Big Green Egg about
six years ago, now I have three of them
at home,” Schinke said. “I also have a
Traeger.”

For more information on Lyle’s TV &
Appliance, 17 S. Washington St., Elkhorn,
visit its website at lylestv.com.

MORE ON THE GREEN EGG

According to the Big Green Egg
website accessible at biggreenegg.com,
the appliance offers high-temp grilling
of steaks, burgers, grilled fish, can roast
poultry, lamb, beef and vegetable.

The insulating ceramics allows
consumers to prepare food for low and slow
smoking of meats.

Essman noted the the appliance comes
with several accessories designed to
improve cooking experiences and has
multiple racks to place food.

“We have been standing behind our
products for over 40 years,” the website
states. “When you invest in a Big Green
Egg, you will take home the highest quality
outdoor cooker ever made.”
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CUSTOMERS FOR YOUR .J‘. —
SUPPORT AND CHOOSING MR
FLIPPY'S AS YOUR FAVORITE i
BURGERS, HOT DOGS,AND 7 e e
CARRY OUT! AN X

WE APPRECIATE YOUR g - G

2 Italian Beef

BUSINESS! Sandwiches $1 499 . Sandwiches $14%°

1 Large Fries . 1 Large Fries

1 - .
With coupon. Expires 9/3/2023 , With coupon. Expires 9/3/2023

262-763-6754
BURLINGTON
401 N. PINE STREET
www.FLIPPYSFASTFOOD.com

440648
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VOTED “TOP CHOICE”

gm ° FOR PLACES OF WORSHIP

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS
305 S. FIRST STREET | WATERFORD, WI

5B decre to vidit vect dedtet patkidte

ST. CLARE
7616 FRITZ STREET | WIND LAKE, WI

440950

WELCOME FORMER JOHNSON'S & ROESING CUSTOMERS:
NOW'S THE TIME TO MAKE THE SWITCH!

BEST
FURNITURE STORE

HI-LITER
2023 « 2022 « 2021 « 2020

#BUYLOCAL

Locely & ity Oumed e 192
5430 W. LAYTON AVENUE, GREENFIELD, W1 53220
414-238-2020 BILTRITEFURNITURE.COM

MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 10AM TO 6PM
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
SUNDAY CLOSED TO BE WITH FAMILY

e "41441025'

Sugar Creek
Mutual Insurance Company
Agents:

Patricia Lauderdale, 262-370-5754
Breck Ward, 262-215-5633

Kasey Reed, 262-473-7334

Lori Garlock, 262-495-2118

Jean Schaal, 262-534-7801
Julie Ulset, 608-884-3304
Mary Daniels, 262-537-2677

www.sugarcreekmutual.com
262-723-3244

Thank you for voting Sugar
T(“? Creek Mutual Insurance
hmce as “Readers’ T¢ op Choice”

insurance company!

440309

235 S. 7t Street
Delavan, WI
(262) 728-5788

24 HOUR TOWING
Purcell’s (262) 728-9522

TERRY FURSETH, MANAGER

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP |

= Tune-ups
= Exhausts
= Lifetime Mufflers = Brakes
» Large Range Passenger Tires
» Automatic Transmission Service

1!# -'.:"ﬂ : 3 7 & l:‘f
L N A
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Thanks for making us
your Top Ghoice
Again This Year.

We sincerely appreciate
your continued support!

141 Pine Street ® Burlington
(262) 763-9800

HOURS: Mon. - Sat. 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Sunday 6 to 3 p.m.
PineStreetCafe/facebook.com

Senior Services
Faith Based - Not For Profit

A comprehensive option when deciding on your retirement living. A
single move to a Fairhaven apartment or Prairie Village and you're
assured access to potential future care when or if you need it.
‘We Have a Culture of Caring Like No Other.

Independent Apartments | Supportive Living
Assisted Living | Skilled Nursing & Rehab
Hearthstone Memory Care | Therapy Services

Life Lease
Enjoy the freedom and
p carefree lifestyle of Prairie
| Village. Custom built 2 bedroom,
& 2 bath duplex homes. Interior &
exterior maintenance included

TOP e
hoice  Prairie Village

by Fairbaven

§ 435 W. Starin Road | Whitewater, WI
, 262-473-2140 | www.fairhaven.org
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26lStW|sc-onsm St., Elkhorn \WisH
rf\ 262-723:6677"

Derrick Funeral Home and Cremation Services has
been a family owned and operated business in the
Lake Geneva area for over 100 years.

Our staff will be more than honored to
help you with everything from pre-planning
to personalization of the service you choose.

If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to call.

800 PARK DR
Ice LAKE GENEVA, WI
53147

é’.’z%mk

FUNERAL HOME

&. cremation setw'r_'es

Tﬂ

PHONE: 262-248-2031

377902



Salem & uto S ervice

Personal Service by the Garwoods Since 1976

Thank You
T(“_: For Voting Us
hoice , 25T
AUTO REPAIR

8517 Antioch Road
Salem, WI 53168

(262) 843-3636

Toll Free: 1-855-828-3636
www.autorepairsalemwi.com

26YLLE

Your Hometown Funeral Home Since 1923

Mealy-Stencel Funeral Home

Serving Waterford and surrounding communities
with care and compassion for over 99 years

Traditional Services
with Burial

Cremation with
Memorial Services

L-R: John E. Kojis
& Blake Stencel

Pre-Need &=
Specialists ﬁg«._&i—_- -

0, E-

225 West Main Street, Waterford, Wl 53185
(262) 534-2233 www.mealyfuneralhome.com

J

p
r FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1906

B | J’REINEMAN S &7}

< “ ¥
i il

BEHIND EVERY
PROJECTISA

8 K Truelalue. 3K 2

“WE HAVE EVERY THING..™

* Housewares = Paint = Electrical = Plumbing = Automotive
= Power & Hand Tools = Hardware = Lawn & Garden = Gift Ideas
= UPS Shipping Center = Pet Food & Supplies = Sporting Goods
= Weber Girills = Just Ask Rental * DNR License Center
= Outdoor Power Equipment = Holiday Decorations

2 Locations To Serve You Better
BURLINGTON PADDOCK LAKE
24708 75th St., Rt. 50

262-843-2422

417 Milwaukee Ave.
262-763-3577

www.reinemans.com g

™M www.truevalue.com/reinemans
N——

YOUR FULL SERVICE GROCERY STORE

A Cut Above The Reot
Family Owned & Operated Since 1974

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
600am to 9:00 p.m.

! DELAVAN
h[]|ce 1414 E. Geneva Street
262-728-2638

Stinebrink’s Liquor Store
(Next Door)
Largest Liquor Store in the Area

LAKE GENEVA
100 East Geneva Square

in the
Geneva Square Shopping Center

262-248-8798

= ] &

ceLOVY
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W8896 County Hwy. A
Delavan, Wi
(608) 883-2100

AMB =\

www.stallerestate.com
. Gift% Ro OFI NG
WINERY Made Easi RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL

* Wine Flights

* Bachelorette Parties & S H E E T M ETA L
* Glass Painting Parties 5(4‘,( %a«: 7 9@3{7@&0“ lew 0w Wﬂ{b/ﬁgm

* Special Packages

Picnic Out In
The
Vineyard

* Delicious Picnic RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL'i:

« Wine & Chocolate '~ Shlngle Roofs = Metal Rooflng .=
Paings ' Flat Roofs = Metal Siding <__* ]:

* Ultimate Wine Flights

* Charcuterie Boards F ‘G UtterS Repal ' ’
« Barrel Cellar Tastings Ii 0
« NEW Bourbon = %(7‘/

Barrelaged Wines F il "'"" g
in our gazebo and sunroom

- Enjoy a beautiful view F R E E E ST I M AT E S @]
with somefriends.anglaglass ; o CR——
e e s " G (8 1 5) 385-2621 VA,

OPEN
June-August: Daily 11 a.m.-6 p.m.;

September-May: Wed.-Sun. 11 amépm X r VISIt us at
Bachelorette « Weddings « Engagements ¢ Birthdays A r www.am broofi ng com

440761

KMIEC & NOONAN LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

LICENSED IN ILLINOIS & WISCONSIN

24919 84th Street e Salem, WI 53168
(262) 843-2165 ® Fax: (262) 843-2031

www.Kkmiecandnoonanlaw.com

of the vineyard 4

Ted Kmiec and Kevin Noonan are
experienced trial lawyers who concentrate
their practice of law in the areas of

CRIMINAL DEFENSE, TRAFFIC LAW,

PERSONAL INJURY, WORKER’S COMPENSATION
AND SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY

=== THANK YOU FOR
VOTING US
hoice BEST LAW FIRM

Our office is located next to Seibert’s Pub and across the street from the Salem Fire Department

377491
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ERFORMANCE

A% TIRE & AUTO SERVICE e

Thanks to our valued
customers.

Providing quality
parts and service
for over 30 years

440535
Visit us at www. performancetireandauto.com for service coupons

e 763-7606

SHUTTLE AND WIFI
for your convenience!

wy. 36-4
AJ0R Firesrone BFGoodrich FRDCESTINE i Ens

‘3‘:&;&{: micHELIN SENIRAL TIRE S @ntinental® FuniRoval @
DYYOKOHAMA & pUNLOF | o ~GHANOOK

EAST TROY

BREWERY =

g 4 " -t Fa
4
B T
g

0P CHOICE

For Resturant & Qutdoor Patio

421261

AMNIMAL HOSPITAL

www.mukwonagoanimalhospital.com

SERVICES WE OFFER:

Preventative Medicine « Vaccinations « Surgery
Diagnostics « Dentistry « Laser Therapy
Acupuncture/VSMT « Urgent Care

NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS
Call Today To Make An Appointment

(262) 363-4557

Schedule play days
in our spacious
indoor/outdoor facility!

Packages available
CALL TODAY

\,5323 Pifay,:

- c '\
Doggy Daycare and ‘P'etBOﬁ"d\ng

HOURS:
Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday Closed 3

1065 N. Rochester Street foi

to reserve your spot!

e ey

Family Owned = Serving The Community Since 1868

HEYER

rin HABDWARE

_% Your Home
- & Outdoor
center

200 Hwy. 67 & B
Walworth, Wi - (262) 275-6133
fax: (262) 275-9467 = www.heyerhardware.com

920923 Readers’ Top Choice

23



STOP IN AND SEE OUR
Smart Home Showroom

‘wg Cgf Appﬁzm@e "P Uur

b ELKHORN, WI
1’3 “\\\2}}“‘;‘ X % 17 S. Washington, Elkhorn _th?l{n rest
\vw“‘”‘ 262) 723-3477
www.I)Sestv.co?‘n * Online Parts & Service SHOWROOM

The Appliance Store with So Mucth More




