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Daniels Family 
FUNERAL HOMES & BROWNS LAKE CREMATORY

www.danielsfamilyfuneral.com
415436

QQ

• Services    • Burials    • Memorials    • Shipping    • Cremations  
• Prearrangements    • Specific Requests    • Religious Needs

Veteran, Social Security and Insurance Benefits honored

Polnasek-Daniels
908 11th Avenue, Union Grove, Wis. 

(262) 878-2011

Schuette-Daniels-Browns Lake Crematory
625 Brown’s Lake Drive, Burlington, Wis.

(262) 763-3434

FOR ALL YOURJEWELRY NEEDS

(262) 878-9185

1129 Main Street, Union Grove, Wi 53182

Monday - Friday 10AM - 5PM
SatUrdayS 10AM - 3PM

435635
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An annual publication of 

Westine Report &  
Southern Lakes Newspapers

1102 Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115
(262) 763-2575

www.myracinecounty.com

Editor in Chief: Tracy Ouellette
Creative Director: Heather Ruenz

Advertising Director: Vicki Vanderwerff
Page Design: Jen DeGroot

For advertising opportunities:  
call (262) 763-2575

above: Bridget Raimondi welcomes 
customers to her Vinny’s Produce booth 

at the Union Grove Public Market last 
summer. The market is held Tuesday 

afternoons throughout the summer in the 
Piggly Wiggly shopping center parking lot.

ED NADOLSKI Our Town

on the cover: Kansasville Fire and 
Rescue Department hosts its  

annual Pancake Breakfast and  
Safety Day in July last year. 

CHAD HENSIAK Our Town

our town 20
23

Union Grove, WisconsinWelcome to 
OUR TOWN

	 Nestled at the center of Racine 
County, the Village of Union Grove and 
surrounding communities, like the villages 
of Yorkville and Raymond and Town 
Dover, have plenty to offer residents.
	 The Village of Union Grove, home of 
the Racine County Fairgrounds, consists 
of about 5,000 residents and hundreds of 
businesses.
	 While Union Grove and neighboring 
communities have seen growth – both 
residential and commercial – the area 
still touts a small-town atmosphere with 
families in mind.
	 Primarily located along the Highway 
45 corridor, intersecting with Highway 11, 
Union Grove residents have easy access to 
larger communities.
	 While the Village of Union Grove 
brings in thousands of visitors, courtesy of 
the Racine County Fair, the area also offers 
the Great Lakes Dragaway and serves as a 
home for many cherished veterans at the 
Southern Wisconsin Veterans Home.
	 Attractions aside, many local groups, 

like the Greater Union Grove Area 
Chamber of Commerce presents activities 
throughout the year, including the 
traditional Fourth of July parade.
	 Other activities consist of the Main Street 
Car Show, farmers market, among others.
	 Yorkville, meanwhile, serves as home to 
Ives Grove Golf Links.
	   The small-town atmosphere also 
features multiple schools, including Union 
Grove High School, and other educational 
opportunities such as the Modine Benstead 
Observatory.
	 Union Grove’s many features and 
attraction warrants a trip the area.
	 Come in and check the area.
	 You may want to stick around and start 
a family.
	 Union Grove truly has something for 
everyone in the family and continues to 
grow.
	 Be a part of the growth and welcome to 
Our Town.

~ Jason Arndt
Westine Report editor
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above: The Southern Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery hosts a Memorial Day ceremony each year Last year’s event featured a 
flyover by the Commemorative Air Force in Waukesha, music by the Milwaukee American Legion Band and the Wisconsin Independent 

Pipers, Christina Kuenzi singing the National Anthem, Keynote Speaker Mary Kolar, a Ceremonial Rifle Salute by the Marine Corps 
League Agerholm-Gross Chapter 767 (pictured) and more. below: 2022 Racine County Fairest of the Fair Kennedy Bosch waves at the 

crowd in Union Grove during last year’s Fourth of July parade. 
CHAD HENSIAK Our Town

	 The Village of Union Grove has 13 
designated park areas within the village 
limits. 
	 Leider Park (8th Avenue and High 
Street) has bathroom facilities, pavilion 
and soccer field as well as playground 
equipment. 
	 American Legion Memorial Park (7th 
Avenue and Main Street) is the new home 
of our dog park with a sledding hill in the 
winter. 
	 Village Square (Main Street and 10th 
Avenue); this is the location of the Village 
Christmas Tree and the    Union Grove 
Farmers Market.
	  Ryan Moe Michael Young Park 
located off of 67th Drive has playground 
equipment and bathroom facilities, along 
with a football field. 
	 School Yard Park- on the historic site 
of Union Grove Elementary School (14th 
Avenue at New Street) has a brand new 
concession stand, bathroom facilities 
and several baseball diamonds as well as 
playground equipment. 
	 Lauer Wildlife Preserve located in the 
Fox Creek subdivision is the home of 

Whitetail Lake. 
	 Other parks are Old Settlers County 
Park (Highway 11); 12th and Vine Park; 
18th Avenue Park and Indian Trail Park 
(New Street); Martin’s Pond; Woods Park 
and Bufton Park. 
	 Two rustic walking trails can also be 
found in the Village; Eagle Trail which 
connects Ryan Moe Michael Young Park 
and Lauer Wildlife Preserve, and Woods 
Park Trail (Commerce Drive).

OTHER PARKS

Lake, Dover
Town of Dover Park – Highway 11, 1/2 
mile east of Highway J, Dover 

Samuel Skewes Memorial Park 
15084 Spring St., Yorkville

Eagle Lake County Park/ 
Minnetonka Drive Boat Ramp 
Eagle, west of Dover 

Richard Bong State Recreation Area 
26313 Burlington Road,  
Kansasville (262) 878-5600

OUR PARKS
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Diners for the state farm-to-table event get a tour of the host Mighty Grand Farm in Union Grove during the Aug. 5, 2022, event.
SUBMITTED PHOTO Our Town

Local farm hosts state Farm to Table event
	 More than 150 guests attended the eighth 
annual Wisconsin Farm to Table Dinner that 
took place last summer at Mighty Grand 
Dairy in Union Grove. 
	 The elegant-dining event welcomed 
visitors near and far to enjoy an evening 
of extraordinary food and discovery by 
learning about local farmers and their 
contribution of farm-fresh ingredients, 
according to organizers.
	 “After attending a Wisconsin Farm 
to Table Dinner last year, we were eager 
to host one ourselves as it’s such a great 
opportunity to share the story of how we 
care for our animals every day to produce a 
wholesome product for so many to enjoy,” 
said Dave Daniels, one of the partners at 
Mighty Grand Dairy. “We enjoy welcoming 
others to the farm, and to incorporate other 
local farmers into such a unique dining 
experience was something we knew others 
would enjoy as well.”
	 The event at Mighty Grand Dairy 
included farm tours, a cheese and wine 
sampling reception, and a five-course 
meal created by Chef Chanse Schomber of 
Entrees by Chef Chanse based in Juneau. 
Chef Chanse orchestrated the menu for the 
evening, placing special emphasis on a local 
farmer during each course. 

	 Guests learned about River Valley 
Ranch, a local mushroom farm, as they 
began the dinner with a mushroom, 
caramelized onion and venison crostini, 
followed by a cucumber, beet and dill 
soup. Brightonwoods Orchard apples were 
featured in a fresh green salad and drizzled 
with raspberry vinaigrette. Valley Croft 
Farms provided a medley of beef, pork 
and vegetables to provide a hearty entrée 
of outside round beef and whiskey-glazed 
pernil pork, chimichurri mixed beans 
with bacon and onions, and Dauphinoise 
potatoes. 
	 The evening’s taste experience was 
concluded with apples once again from 
Brightonwoods Orchards in an apple 
caramel cannoli with mixed berry compote.
	 “Incorporating locally produced food 
brings more than just great flavor to our 
evening’s menu, but a greater understanding 
of the passion and dedication that goes into 
producing the food that we all enjoy,” Chef 
Chanse said. “There is no comparison to 
the true dedication like that of the farmers 
within our own community, and we are 
proud to feature them throughout our 
evening.”
	 Conversation and community were 
generated as guests dined on local fare, 

highlighted by presentations from the 
farmers contributing dinner ingredients.
	 Local farmers and processors brought 
the character to the evening’s fare, but 
the evening would not have been made 
possible without the support of founding 
sponsors, including Adams Farms, Arch 
Solar, BMO Harris Bank, Community State 
Bank, Completed Feed Service, Duick and 
Associates, Edge Cooperative, FarmFirst 
Dairy Cooperative, Feed Components, GPS 
Dairy Consulting, Super B Grain Farms 
LLC, The Scharine Group Inc., and Tier 1 
Nutritionals.
	 Special appreciation is also given to the 
Kansasville Fire Department, the group 
chosen by Mighty Grand Dairy to receive 
proceeds from the 2022 dinner event.
	 “The mission of the Wisconsin Farm to 
Table is to share the story of agriculture 
and to feature the dedication and passion of 
our local farm families,” said Kari Blazei, 
Wisconsin Farm to Table founder and 
president. “Over the years, our organization 
has been able to generously give back, and 
this year, the team at Mighty Grand Dairy 
has chosen the Kansasville Fire Department, 
in recognition of their presence in the local 
community. We are happy to help support 
their organization with this year’s event.”
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OPEN FOR 

LUNCH

& DINNER 

TUE-SUN 11 

AM
Happy Hour 

Tues-Fri

3 to 6 pm

Check out our Banquet 
Hall Available for seating 
50-280. See our website 
for full menu and weekly 

specials. 

20715 Durand Ave • Union Grove, Wis. • 262-878-3033 ~ www.tincanroadhouse.com

10% OFF
ENTIRE BILL

with purchase of $20 or more off food purchase
(beverages are not included for discount).

Dine in or carryout. Expires 7/31/2023
Not valid with other offers or promotions or on banquets.

CARRYOUT AVAILABLE
PRIME RIB & STEAKS

SATURDAY! ALL YOU CAN 
EAT RIBS & CHICKEN 

EVERY SUNDAY! 
FISH FRY  EVERY FRIDAY!

$4 Tall Bloody Mary’sEvery Sunday

43
56

34

Smoke and thunder
The Racine County Agricultural Society presented the Southeast Wisconsin Showdown 
Truck and Tractor Pull last June at the Racine County Fairgrounds in Union Grove. The 
event included competition in several tractor and truck classes. Food and beverages 

were available for purchase from local FFA chapters during the event.
CHAD HENSIAK Our Town

435636

Jeff Braun
Realtor®

Office: 262-878-9599
Fax: 262-878-9624
Cell: 262-939-2607
husjbraun@sbcglobal.net
1443 Main St., Union Grove, WI 53182
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Baking Bird works to 
give back to those 
who support her
By Jason Arndt
STAFF WRITER

	 Melissa Wandrey has spent nearly two 
decades in the baking industry, working in 
grocery stores and other bakeries throughout 
the Midwest.
	 Within the last five years, she moved to 
Union Grove and found an opportunity to 
open a new business called Baking Bird, 
which came from her childhood inspiration.
	 “My nickname is actually Bird, it has 
been since I was a little kid and I have been 
a baker for almost 20 years,” she said. “I just 
thought it sounded really cute.”
	 Wandrey, born and raised in Illinois, 
initially started the business out of her 
home about a year ago as a test to see how 
receptive the community would be a new 
bakery. 
	 “In that year’s time, we just took off in 
popularity,” she said. “I just started asking 
people how they would feel if I would open a 
bakery. The support was overwhelming.”
	 Baking Bird, 1013 Main St., launched 
last June and offers multiple specialty items 
as well as favorites such as Cheesecake and 
Salted Caramel Bars. 
	 Wandrey also has staple items available 
for customers looking for a treat.

	 “In this area, there is a lack of availability 
of specialized items. You would have to drive 
to the city or downtown Racine to get similar 
products,” she said. “We have a huge variety 
of items. We have an ever changing menu.”
	 The new establishment, open Wednesday 
through Sunday from 6:30 a.m. until 4 p.m., 
also caters to workers who typically start 
their day at 7 a.m. 
	 Oftentimes, Wandrey sees customers 
waiting at the door before she unlocks the 
building for business.
	 “I have people usually waiting at the door 
at 6:30,” she said. “There are a lot of people 
who start work at 7, so they will stop in for 
coffee, or a little treat.” 
	 Wandrey, however, acknowledges the 
early morning isn’t even the most hectic for 
her establishment. 
	 But once school begins, she expects more 
traffic, considering Baking Bird is just down 
the street from Union Grove High School. 
	 “The reason I started so early is that we 
are open for all of the high schoolers,” she 
said. “They don’t have anywhere to go.”
	 Wandrey said high schoolers would have 
more breakfast options, instead of merely 
stopping at the convenience store or gas 
station for a simple snack. 

Unique blend
	 Customers will be able to find a coffee 
blend unique to Baking Bird.
	 Baking Bird uses Anodyne Coffee 
Roasting Co., of Milwaukee, for its coffee 
and has produced a proprietary blend.

	 “We actually have a chickadee breakfast 
blend, it is a proprietary blend that we created 
for Baking Bird specifically,” she said. 
	 “We also carry a few a Anodyne’s other 
top types of coffee.”
	 Established in 1999, Anodyne Coffee 
Roasting Company is a locally owned, small 
batch roaster, according to its website.
	 The coffee roaster aims to provide an 
exceptional cup of coffee using just enough 
technology coupled with an experienced 
crew to assure satisfaction with every roast. 
	 For customers looking to bring coffee 
home, Baking Bird offers bags of Anodyne, 
ground on site.
	 “You can actually buy a whole bag of 
coffee and we will actually grind it for you,” 
she said.

Giving back
	 Wandrey’s stepson was diagnosed with 
Leukemia, and has underwent extensive 
treatment in December 2021. 
	 Since then, the community has been 
overwhelmingly supportive of her and her 
family by offering assistance such as gas 
cards, Wandrey said.
	 In response to community support, 
Baking Bird’s mission is to give back to the 
organizations dedicated to battling cancer. 
	 “We wanted to be able to pay it back to 
the community and the organizations that 
helped us,” she said.  
	 “Whatever monetary donations you want 
to make, there is a no cap or minimum,” she 
added.

Melissa Wandrey, owner of Baking Bird, sits in front of a wall containing multiple birdhouses with proceeds from 
each sale benefiting organizations dedicated to battling cancer. Baking Bird, located in downtown Union Grove, 

has been open for a little more than a month and offers multiple speciality baked goods.
JASON ARNDT Our Town

Baking 

for her community
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Union Grove Elementary School students (from left) Bennett Wier, Mason Miller and Mac 
Jaramillo show off the snowman they built on the school’s playground last year.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Our Town

	 There are four K-8 elementary schools 
(Union Grove, Raymond, Kansasville 
and Yorkville) that feed into Union Grove 
Union High School District.
	 Post-secondary educational 
opportunities in the area include Gateway 
Technical College, which serves the 
tri-county area of Racine, Kenosha 
and Walworth counties, University of 
Wisconsin-Parkside and Carthage College.
	 Shepherd Collage in Union Grove is a 
post-secondary educational program for 
young adults with intellectual disabilities.

UNION GROVE UNION  
HIGH SCHOOL

3433 S. Colony Avenue, Union Grove
(262) 878-2434

www.ug.k12.wi.us

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

UNION GROVE  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

1745 Milldrum St., Union Grove
(262) 878-2015

www.uges.k12.wi.us

BRIGHTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
1200 248th Avenue, Kansasville

(262) 878-2191
www.brighton.k12.wi.us

KANSASVILLE GRADE SCHOOL
4101 S. Beaumont Avenue, Kansasville

(262) 878-3773
www.kansasville.org

YORKVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
18621 Washington Avenue 

Union Grove
(262) 878-3759

www.kansasvilleschool.org

RAYMOND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
2659 S. 76th Street, Franksville

(262) 835-2929
www.raymond.k12.wi.us

UNION GROVE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
409 15th Avenue, Union Grove

(262) 878-1265
www.ugbccs.org

PARIS CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL
1901 176th Avenue, Kenosha

(262) 859-2350
www.paris.k12.wi.us

PROVIDENCE CATHOLIC SCHOOL – 
EAST CAMPUS (Grades K-4)

1481 172nd Avenue, Union Grove
(262) 859-2007

www.providencecatholicschool.org

OUR SCHOOLS

POST SECONDARY 

GATEWAY TECHNICAL COLLEGE
(800) 247-7122
www.gtc.edu

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-
PARKSIDE

900 Wood Road, Kenosha
(262) 595-2345 • www.uwp.edu

CARTHAGE COLLEGE
2001 Alford Park Drive, Kenosha

(262) 551-8500
www.carthage.edu

SHEPHERDS COLLEGE
1805 15th Avenue, Union Grove

(262) 878-5620
www.shepherdsministries.org
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	 Local farmer Brad Vyvyan last year 
directed a $5,000 Bayer Fund America’s 
Farmers Grow Communities donation to 
Union Grove High School’s FFA. 
	 The school used the funds to have a 
Bronco’s Give Back Day, which was a large 
community outreach event. 
	 The day began with an energetic all-
school assembly, which included many 
activities that helped energize participants 
for the day. The entire school completed 
a picnic lunch on the football field,  then 
students, staff and administration worked 
throughout the rural community to help 
build relationships and do service projects 
in the Union Grove area.  
	 The goal, according to organizers, was 
to use this as a downtown and surrounding 
area beautification project while helping to 
build connections between local businesses 
and the school. It was meant to give 
students a sense of ownership through their 
service in the community.   
	 School officials and students were 
thrilled to give back to the community.  
	 This was a huge undertaking for 
teacher Emily Paskiewicz, who started 
to lead on this project back in January. 
She had multiple students assist her with 
planning, organizing and talking to various 
community members for ideas. 
	 “We wanted this to be a student-driven 
event” said, Joel Adamczyk, principal at 
UGHS. “Our momentum with this was 
positive and the students were feeling 
the sense of ownership and pride as they 
planned the day for our school. None of 
this work could have been accomplished 
without the amazing leadership of  Emily 
Paskiewicz.”   

Bronco’s Give Back Day has positive impact 
HIGH SCHOOL GROUP DISTRIBUTES $5,000 THROUGH LOCAL OUTREACH

top: Bronco’s Give Back student volunteers include (front row from left) Natalie Nelson, Maddie 
Henderson, Abby Nelson, Lilly Nelson, Ashley Gunderson, Morgan Feuker, Maggie Domanico; 
(back row) Libby Kalbas, Josh DeWees, Shannon Roberts, Cade Peterson, Elizabeth Spang 
and Sophia Rampulla. above: Event organizers include (from left) Morgan Fueker, Maggie 

Domanico, teacher Emily Paskiewicz, Sophia Rampulla and Elizabeth Spang.
SUBMITTED PHOTOS Our Town

The Bayer Fund  
	 In 2022, Bayer Fund revamped 
America’s Farmers Grow Communities 
program, making it easier for farmers 
across the country to find and fund the 
organizations and institutions that keep 
their communities thriving. 
	 This included doubling the individual 
donations to $5,000, from $2,500 in 
previous years to provide a greater impact 
to local rural communities.
	 For more than a decade, Grow 
Communities has partnered with 
farmers to direct funds to programs and 
organizations that contribute to their 

communities’ health and vibrancy, such as 
food banks, schools and youth agriculture 
programs. Since the America’s Farmers 
programs began in 2010, the initiatives 
have awarded nearly $65 million to such 
programs.
	 To learn more about how America’s 
Farmers programs are making an impact, 
visit www.Americasfarmers.com.
	 Bayer Fund is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to strengthening the 
communities where Bayer customers and 
employees live and work by providing 
funding for food and nutrition, education 
and community development projects.
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Taking 
stunts 
to a 
new 
level

Equine lover becomes self-taught trick-rider
By Jason Arndt
EDITOR

questrian sports take many forms ranging from the 
well-known Kentucky Derby to flat racing, barrel 
racing, steeplechase and Gymkhana.

	 However, avid horseback riders have another segment 
to consider, trick riding, which consists of high-flying 
acrobatic stunts.

	 The tricks include the rider standing upright on the back 
of a galloping horse using a specially designed saddle with a 
reinforced steel horn and specialized loops for the hands and 
feet.
	 Lia Peterson, of the Village of Raymond in Racine County, 
took an interest in trick riding a few years ago.
	 Peterson, 16, the youngest of six children to Jennifer and 
Eric Peterson, said she has always been around horses; three 
currently live on her family’s property. 
	 “I have been around horses my whole life. I grew up 
watching my siblings compete and when I was old enough I 
wanted to compete, too,” she said. 
	 Lia, who had experience competing in barrel racing, became 
interested in trick riding after watching video clips of people 
performing stunts on their horses.
	 “I started trick riding around three years ago and I decided 
to do it because I watched videos of people doing tricks and I 
thought it was really cool, so I tried it and ended up loving it,” 
she said.
	 However, considering the danger of trick riding, her parents 
voiced initial hesitation. 
	 “Lia came to Jenny and I and asked if she could start doing 

above: Lia Peterson, 16, of Racine County, rides her horse, Pretty 
Boy, at her home. top: Peterson and her horse have formed a 

longstanding bond and she decided to start trick riding. 
JASON ARNDT Our Town
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trick riding,” Eric said. “We told her no 
because it is too dangerous.”
	 But Lia forged ahead and learned to 
trick ride on her own with a 22-year-old 
Tennessee Walker named Pretty Boy.
	 “When my dad was at work, I practiced 
in the arena with my mom watching,” 
said Lia, who knew her father would not 
initially approve.
	 After a few months, Eric discovered 
what Lia was doing, but said he didn’t 
initially watch her perform stunts out of 
fear.
	 Lia, who has two other horses on the 
family’s property, said she found Pretty 
Boy an ideal fit because she has a deep 
personal connection to the horse.
	 “Pretty Boy and I have a really close 
connection. He is the only reason I am 
where I’m at with trick riding. Without 
him, it wouldn’t be possible,” said Lia, a 
junior at Union Grove Union High School.
	 “Pretty Boy means so much to me. My 
love for him is indescribable,” she added.

Backyard training
	 Lia plays soccer and runs cross country 
at school. She also previously competed in 
gymnastics.
	 In between extra-curricular activities 
and studies, she started to train with Pretty 
Boy in her family’s backyard.
	 “I learned how to trick ride in my 
backyard. I watched videos and read 
books about it and then I would go outside 
and practice them,” Lia said.
	 According to Eric, Lia asked her sister, 
Anna, for help rigging her barrel-riding 
saddle into a trick saddle. 
	 From there, Lia continued to practice 
and experiment with trick riding, Eric 
said.
	 “Of course, mom knew by then and I 
could tell something was going on,” Eric 
said. “Then one day, we had an extended 
family party and Lia asked everyone to 
come watch her perform.”
	 Eric admitted he had rattled nerves 
and said he couldn’t bear to watch his 
daughter perform stunts at first. 
	 But on that day of the family party, 
Lia’s two older sisters urged Eric to come 
outside and see the routines she had 
learned.
	 “Well, I gave in and headed back to 
the arena. To my surprise, Lia had on a 
trick riding costume and had fast paced 
patriotic music playing,” said Eric, noting 
Lia’s sister, Anna, bought the costume.
	 “She started her performance for me, 
and others, and I was absolutely amazed. I 
looked at my wife in amazement and said 
‘as scary as that was, that was awesome.’”
	 After Lia’s performance, it became 
clear she had a real passion for the sport 
so she won support from her family to 
continue improving her skills at trick 
riding. 
	 “At that point Jenny and I talked about 
her obvious passion for the sport, and we 

could see all that she had put into rigging 
her saddle and learning all the tricks on 
her own,” Eric said. “From there, we 
decided it would be much safer if she had 
an authentic trick-riding saddle.”  
	 That saddle, Eric said, allowed Lia to 
expand her skill sets in trick riding. 
	 In retrospect, despite initial 
protestations, Lia believes her father “is 
really proud” of her accomplishments as 
a self-taught trick ride and said she enjoys 
specific tricks more than others.
	 “My favorite tricks are the suicide drag, 
when I hang off the saddle with one of 
my feet strapped in, and the hippodrome, 
when I stand up on the horse,” Lia 
explained. 
	 Performing tricks not only takes skill, 
but practice and strength, Eric said.
	 “Lia’s amazing strength to be able to 
balance and perform tricks that require 
lots of muscle and practice with her 
horse,” Eric said. “We are also impressed 
with the fact that she had learned all of 
this on her own.”
	 While impressed, none of Lia’s 
accomplishments came as a surprise to 
Eric, who recognizes she brings many 
skills to trick riding.
	 “Lia is a spitfire. She loves to try 
different things and she pretty much grew 
up on horses,” Eric said. “Lia also took 
gymnastics lessons early on in her life. So 
it doesn’t really surprise us that she took 
to this sport.”

Day at the fair
	 Lia, a member of Raymond 4-H, 
previously participated in swine and 
poultry shows at the Racine County Fair. 
	 But this year she decided to focus on 
the horse project, and performed in front 
of a crowd for the first time.
	 Lia, wearing a red costume, performed 
acrobatic stunts including the hippodrome 
while carrying the United States Flag. 
	 “I performed in front of my family 
and my first time performing in front of a 
crowd was at the fair,” Lia said. 
	 “Pretty Boy and I are so in tune to 
each other’s movements that we tend to 
compensate for each other. I feel like one 
with Pretty Boy while I perform the tricks. 
To me, it feels so good to be a team,” she 
added.
	 For Lia, Pretty Boy is more than just a 
horse. He’s also an equine friend with a 
remarkable personality.
	 “Pretty Boy loves to do anything 
that includes running. He also loves to 
jump,” Lia said. “He will pretty much 
do anything I ask him to do and that has 
got to be one of my favorite traits of my 
horse.”
	 Although she has won the support of 
her parents, not surprisingly they still 
have some anxiety whenever she performs 
stunts. 
	 “We are always nervous watching her 
perform,” Eric said.

above: 16-year-old Lia Peterson hangs off 
to the side of her horse, Pretty Boy, during a 

routine at the 2022 Racine County Fair. below: 
Peterson waves the American Flag as part of a 
trick-riding routine. bottom: Peterson performs 

another stunt with her horse.
SUBMITTED PHOTOS Our Town
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Hours:
Mon - Fri

7am-9pm
Sat - Sun

7am-8pm
Family Owned &

Operated Since 1957!

Fast, Friendly and Close to Home
Enjoy homemade salads, dips & entrées, sliced 
to order meats and freshly baked goods from 
our deli/bakery. We offer expert cake decorating 
services as well as a floral/gift department for all 
your special occasions. When shopping our fresh 
produce and meat departments, your taste buds 
will appreciate our pampered to perfection produce 
and mouth-watering, restaurant-quality, Certified 
Angus Beef. We offer a liquor store and make it 
convenient for you to purchase lottery, stamps and 
gift cards; make photo copies & send faxes.

4400 67th Dr., Union Grove, WI 53182
(262) 878-2454

www.shopthepig.com

415442

UNION GROVE
— BAPTIST —

262-878-1264
myUGBC.com

417 - 15th Avenue
Union Grove, WI 53182

Recently selected as best of Union Grove in 
Church Category!

9:00 - 10:15 AM

6:00 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

June 11-15

Sunday Morning Service

Sunday Evening Service

Wednesday Night 
Children & Adults

Friday Addiction 
Recovery Program

Vacation Bible School

CHURCH

435630

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

First Assembly of God 
1845 Main St., Union Grove

(262) 878-1810

BAPTIST

Union Grove Baptist Church
417 15th Avenue, Union Grove

(262) 878-1264

Raymond Baptist Church
8638 W. Highway K, Franksville

(262) 878-5133

CATHOLIC

St. Francis Xavier Parish
1704 240th Avenue, Kansasville

(262) 878-2267

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
1501 172nd Avenue, Union Grove

(262) 859-2484

St. Mary Catholic Church
23211 Church Road, Kansasville

(262) 878-1762

St. Robert Bellarmine Church
3320 S Colony Avenue, Union Grove

(262) 878-3476

CHURCH OF GOD

Union Grove Church of God
614 11th Avenue, Union Grove

(262) 878-4920

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES

Union Grove Congregation
14509 Braun Road, Sturtevant (262) 

878-9331

LUTHERAN

North Cape Lutheran ELCA
2644 Raynor Avenue, Franksville

(262) 835-2206

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
1610 Main Street, Union Grove

(262) 878-2600
www.stpaulsug.org

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
2908 S Colony Avenue, Union Grove,

(262) 878-4156
www.trinityug.org

UNITED METHODIST

Union Grove United  
Methodist Church

906 12th Avenue, Union Grove
(262) 878-1590

www.uniongroveumc.com

Yorkville United Methodist Church
17645 Old Yorkville Road, Union Grove

(262) 878-2388
www.yumc.org

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Raymond Community Church UCC
8217 W. Highway G, Franksville

(262) 835-2157

Union Grove Congregational UCC
1106 11th Avenue, Union Grove

(262) 878-3349 or 
(262) 878-1690

www.forministry.com

OUR CHURCHES
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The best of the best
Runkel wins grand champion steer at State Fair

By Jason Arndt
STAFF WRITER

	 Riley Runkel, at times, admits she 
wanted to give up showcasing steer at 
multiple fairs. 
	 The 17-year-old Wheatland resident who 
will be a senior at Burlington High School 
experienced scrapes, sprained ankles and 
even got slammed to the gates while caring 
for both of her steers.
	 In spite of the struggles, Runkel 
persevered, showing a grand champion 
steer for the fourth time at the 2022 Racine 
County Fair before winning a similar title at 
the 2022 Wisconsin State Fair in West Allis. 
	 Runkel, who showcased a 1,339-pound 
Crossbred steer she called Sosa, fetched 
the highest bid in the Governor’s Blue 
Ribbon Livestock Auction with Meijer 
Supermarkets paying out $35,000. 
	 Exhibiting grand champion steer at the 
State Fair, however, isn’t new for Runkel 
and her family.
	 In 2019, one year after her older brother, 
Reid, showcased a grand champion steer, 
Riley captured the title.
	 “It is definitely an awesome feeling 
because of how it came about,” Riley said. 
“I know that my family thinks about it, too.”
	 The State Fair victory comes week after 
she showcased a different steer, Hot Fudge, 
which won at the Racine County Fair. 

	 Juggling two steers, especially with 
challenging personalities, did not come easy 
for Riley. 
	 Hot Fudge, a 2,290-pound Crossbred, 
exhibited a spunky attitude and required 
patience since the steer was born on the 
family farm.
	 “I would say my steer, personality-wise, 
(Hot Fudge) is pretty spunky. He is really 
lovable, but he also has quite a bit of an 
attitude, so it is hard to work with him,” 
Riley said. “His personality is quite different 
from the ones I had before.”
	 Hot Fudge, meanwhile, was brought 
to the State Fair alongside Sosa with Hot 
Fudge capturing the title in the Bred and 
Owned Show held on Aug. 9, 2022. 
	 As for Sosa, who has his own unique 
personality, the Crossbred earned the title 
of Grand Champion Market Beef before 
yielding the high bid. 
	 “I was super excited and I immediately 
started crying,” said Riley, a member 
of Burlington Back 40 4-H Club and 
Burlington FAA. “It was such a relief. It 
was just a good feeling to know that it 
finally paid off.” 
	 “I was glad that I didn’t give up.”

Scary year
	 When Sosa arrived to the family farm, 
according to Riley, the steer exhibited some 

angry behavior and oftentimes attacked her 
in the barn.
	 She became inspired to name her steer, 
Sosa, based on a rap song called Love Sosa 
by Chief Keef. 
	 “In the song, he is talking about this 
guy named Sosa, who has an attitude, like 
he is very angry,” Riley said. “I thought 
was funny because my steer has kind of an 
attitude.”
	 The attitude, she said, certainly showed 
while she cared for him. 
	 “He has stepped on my foot, hit me in the 
gates, he has come running at me with both 
feet up in the air, he has kicked me in the 
face, sprained my foot,” Riley said. “A lot of 
times, I was scared, but I was thankful that 
my dad was there.”
	 In addition to her father, Ron, Riley said 
both victories would not have been possible 
without the unwavering support of mother, 
Gail, and brother Reid. 
	 While her mother kept her composed, 
even amid challenging times, Reid and Ron 
has assisted her with some work inside the 
barn.
	 “They have all mentally supported me 
and physically,” said Riley. “My mom is 
always there to keep me mentally supported, 
but my dad and my brother are definitely 
there to help me with the work that it takes, 

Riley Runkel showcases her grand champion steer at the Wisconsin State Fair with a large contingent of supporters. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO Our Town

• CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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•  The largest selection of 
higher fashion & higher 
quality frames.

•  We make all lenses here 
as quickly as you need 
them.

•  10 minutes west of Union 
Grove, NE corner of Hwy. 
36 & Main St., Waterford.
Most insurance plans 
accepted.

THE RESPECTED NAME IN QUALITY SINCE 1918
Corner of Hwy. 36 & Main Street, Waterford, WI

534-6090
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-12

If you need eyewear right & fast, 
we are Wisconsin’s LARGEST  
independent eyeglass store.

“A little out of the way
- quite a bit  
out of the ordinary”

435632

especially my dad – my brother has been working a lot 
lately.” 

Making sacrifices
	 Becoming a grand champion takes dedication, 
including making sacrifices, such as spending time 
with friends. 
	 Ron previously said Riley rarely, if ever, takes a 
night off.
	 “It is a lot like a full-time job, it is really really a lot 
of work,” he said. “I am just really proud of her, she 
has given up a lot as a teenager to do this.”
	 Riley, meanwhile, acknowledged she has had to 
make tough decisions on when she can step away from 
the barn. 
	 “Showing cattle as a teenager, you have to give up 
fun things that teenagers do, like going out with your 
friends and what not,” she said, “Every morning, I will 
wake up early and do chores, wash and whatever and I 
will have to come back a few hours later and work on 
it some more.”
	 Even if she does opt to participate in activities with 
friends during the evening, Riley recognized she must 
return to the barn bright and early the next day.
	 “You don’t get done with chores until 10 p.m. and 
at that point, it is kind of hard if you do want to go 
somewhere, because you are going to have to go back 
out there at 6 a.m.”
	 Riley still has three more years in her show career. 
	 While she has collected multiple accolades, even 
as a 17-year-old, Riley still plans on continuing as 
exhibitor until her eligibility expires.

RUNKEL • CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Riley Runkel stands beside her grand champion steer, Sosa, at the 
Wisconsin State Fair in West Allis. It was the second time she’s won the 

honor at the statewide animal auction.
SUBMITTED PHOTO Our Town

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7-5:30; Sat. 7:30-3; Sun. 10-1
1024 10th Avenue, Union Grove, WI

262-878-1214
Union Grove Lumber has been serving the area since 1872. 

Handling all of your project needs, new construction, remodeling, 
large or small.

We handle a very large product offering, such as Anderson Windows, 
Windows by Unlimited, Western Building Products, Trex Composite 

Decking, Iko Shingles, Certainteed Vinyl Siding, USG Drywall 
Products, LP Primed and Pre-Finished Products, and a full service 

lumber yard with quality building products.

We also have a fully stocked True Value Hardware store with a 
knowledgeable staff, working inside and outside to help you with all 

of your needs.

Just a reminder, behind every project is a True Value!
435631

EST. 1872
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OUR GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITY
An elected Village Board 

president governs the 
Village of Union Grove with 
six elected trustees. These 
positions are considered 

part-time. The village 
administrator is a full-time 
position, overseen by the 

Village Board.
A chairman and two to 

four trustees govern the 
surrounding townships of 
Yorkville, Dover, Raymond 

and Paris.
Visit the municipality website 
for listing of board members 

and village/town officials.

VILLAGE OF  
UNION GROVE 

Municipal Center
925 15th Ave.

(262) 878-1818
www.uniongrove.net

• Recreation Department  
(262) 902-7917

• Public Works (262) 878-
9301

• Wastewater Treatment 
Plant (262) 878-2387

Village Board
President Steve Wicklund
Trustees Patrick Brinkman

Sandy Born
Janice Winget

Adam Graf
Jennifer Ditscheit

Amy Ruiffalo

VILLAGE OF YORKVILLE

925 15th Ave., Union Grove
(262) 878-2123

www.townofyorkville.com

Village Board
President Douglas Nelson

Trustees Cory Bartlett
Robert Funk

Daniel Maurice
Steve Nelson

TOWN OF DOVER

4110 S. Beaumont Ave., 
Kansasville

(262) 878-2200
www.townofdoverwi.com

Town Board
Chairman Sam Stratton

Supervisors Mike 
Shenkenberg
Jared Guillien

VILLAGE OF RAYMOND

2255 76th St., Franksville
(262) 835-4426

www.raymondtownof.com

Village Board
President Kari Morgan

Trustees Bill Wilson
Mike Thelen

Keith Kastenson
Doug Schwartz

TOWN OF PARIS

16607 Burlington Road, 
Union Grove

(262) 859-3006
www.town-of-paris.org

Town Board
Chairman John Holloway

Supervisors Kenneth 
Monson

Ron Buttke

GRAHAM  
PUBLIC LIBRARY

1215 Main St., Union Grove
(262) 878-2910

www.uniongrove.lib.wi.us

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
EMERGENCY – CALL 911

Non-emergency numbers:
Union Grove/Yorkville Fire 

Department
(262) 878-4181

Paris Fire Department
(262) 859-3009

Raymond Center Fire 
Department

(262) 835-1687

Kansasville Fire Department
(262) 878-3811

POLICE – EMERGENCY 
CALL 911

Non-emergency number:
Racine County Sheriff’s 

Department (262) 636-3211

RACINE COUNTY  
OFFICES

www.racineco.com

Courthouse
(262) 636-3371

County Clerk
(262) 636-3121

Emergency Management
(262) 636-3515

Planning & Development
(262) 886-8470

Register of Deeds
(262) 636-3208

Veterans Services
(262) 767-2900

Fire vehicles from the Union Grove Yorkville Fire Department create a ribbon of red as they make 
their way down Main Street during last year’s July 4 parade.

CHAD HENSIAK Our Town
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4th Generation Family Owned

Chrysler • Dodge • Jeep • RAM • Ford
1930-2023

93 Years of Excellence

1422 Main Street • Union Grove, WI (Corner of Hwy 11 & 45)

262-878-1226 • martinsgarage.net
Hours: Mon. 8am to 8pm • Tues. & Wed. 8am to 6pm • Thurs. 8am to 5pm • Fri. 8am to 6pm • Sat. 8am to 3pm • Sun. CLOSED

435633

• •
 • 

M
ARTIN

 CDJRF 93RD ANNIVERSARY • • •

435629

UNION GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
At UGUMC, we offer a welcoming environment 
for those of all ages. Our sermons are biblically 
based and geared toward your everyday life, 

and teach that the love of Jesus is real.

Sunday School program for all ages during our 
9:30 am service.

Home to the Bright and Beautiful Christian 
Childcare Center, where children can grow 
based on Christian principles. For more 
information, please contact the office at 

262-878-1248.

Unable to come to worship? Watch our service 
on our Facebook page!

If you are looking for a place to belong, we 
have a great community for you!

Find Us At...
906 12th Avenue, Union Grove, WI 53182


