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Mukwonago Education 
Foundation donates $20K
Investment aims to enhance student career readiness
	 The Mukwonago Education 
Foundation has made a significant 
investment in the future of local stu-
dents with a generous $20,000 dona-
tion to the Mukwonago Area School 
District. 
	 This contribution funded the 
purchase of a WAZER water jet, a 
high-precision cutting machine that 
will introduce students to advanced 
manufacturing techniques and pro-
vide hands-on experience with in-
dustry-standard technology.

	 The WAZER water jet uses a 
powerful stream of water mixed 
with abrasive particles to precisely 
cut a variety of materials, including 
metal, glass, and plastic. 
	 This technology is widely uti-
lized in industries such as aero-
space, automotive, and product de-
sign, giving students an opportunity 
to develop technical skills that are 
directly applicable to high-demand 
careers.
	 “This equipment provides  cutting 

techology is another way Mukwona-
go High School is adding relevant, 
transferable skills to our students’ 
experience – skills that are highly 
sought after in today’s job market.”
	 “The Mukwonago Education 
Foundation is proud to support ini-
tiatives that prepare students for suc-
cessful futures,” said Sherry Berg, 
Mukwonago Education Foundation 
president. “By funding this technol-
ogy, we’re ensuring that students 
graduate with hands-on experience 

that aligns with the skills eqployers 
are looking for.”
	 The Mukwonago Education 
Foundation has long been a cham-
pion of educational excellence, sup-
porting programs that enrich student 
learning and career readiness. 
	 With this latest investment in cut-
ting-edge technology, Mukwonago 
students are now better prepared 
than ever to explore and excel in the 
growing fields of manufacturing and 
engineering.

Walworth County Clerk warns of jury duty scam
	 Walworth County Clerk of Cir-
cuit Court Michele Jacobs is alert-
ing residents about a telephone 
scam that recently defrauded a local 
woman of $2,000.
	 According to the woman, she was 
contacted by an individual claiming 
to be a deputy with the Walworth 
County Sheriff’s Department.
	 The woman’s age was not re-
vealed, and Walworth County Com-
munications Manager Jenny Quill 
cautioned that people of all ages can 
fall victim to these scams.
	 The caller falsely stated that she 
had failed to report for jury service 

and needed to pay a $2,000 fine im-
mediately to avoid arrest. The scam-
mers then instructed her to wire 
them money. After she complied, 
they called again, claiming they 
spoke with the clerk, confirmed that 
her fine had increased, and demand-
ed additional funds.
	 “These calls are fraudulent and 
should be ignored,” said Jacobs. 
“The Clerk of Circuit Court’s office 
will never call and demand immedi-
ate payment for a jury duty-related 
fine. Official jury summonses and 
failure-to-appear notices are sent 
via first-class mail. Court officials 

and officers do not make phone 
calls to threaten arrest or demand 
payments.”
	 Residents who receive such calls 
and are unsure of their legitimacy 
should hang up immediately and 
contact the Clerk of Circuit Court’s 
office at 262-741-7012.
	 Individuals summoned for jury 
duty first receive a questionnaire by 
U.S. mail, followed by a summons 
with instructions on how and when 
to report.
	 Those who fail to complete and 
return their questionnaire, or who 
fail to appear for jury duty, will 

receive a written notification of 
their failure to comply, which may 
include notification of a hearing 
scheduled before a judge. But they 
will never receive a phone call de-
manding money.
	 The Clerk of Circuit Court’s of-
fice may issue a fine for failure to 
appear, but notification will always 
be sent via an official letter.
	 For more information about 
the Clerk of Circuit Court’s office 
and the Walworth County Circuit 
Court system, visit www.co.wal-
worth.wi.us/151/Clerk-of-Circuit-
Court.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Southern Lakes Newspapers

	 From the left: Jason Wienke (Mukwonago High School teacher), Stephanie Blue (MHS principal), Mukwonago Education Foundation 
board members Jean Cruikshank, Molly Dobberke, Sherry Berg, Mary Coughlin, Jeff Voelkel, Dr. Tom McKeever and Cory Manske, Jason 
Johnson (MHS teacher) and Dustin Lehman (Mukwonago Area School District coordinator of college and career readiness) gather for the 
recent donation of $20,000. 

Vintage 
Shop Hop a 
new level of 
‘shop local’
	Thousands of shoppers 

will converge on northern 
Illinois and southern 
Wisconsin once again for the 
spring edition of the popular 
Vintage Shop Hop, Friday 
and Saturday, March 7-8.

	The is a self-guided road 
trip for vintage and antique 
lovers in the northern 
Illinois and southern 
Wisconsin region to satisfy 
their “vintage” addiction 
and support small business 
at the same time.

	Typically, between 
350 to 400 locally-owned 
vintage shops, antique 
malls, women’s boutiques, 
occasional and pop-up 
shops, home decor stores, 
upscale consignment shops 
and vintage barn sales in the 
two-state region participate 
in this one-of-a-kind event.

	According to the 2024 
American Express Shop 
Small Impact Study, 85% 
of consumers say they were 
likely to shop “small” that 
season.

	The study goes on to 
report consumers also say 
they “shop small” to make 
an impact locally, with 64% 
shopping small because 
they know a portion of their 
purchase directly impacts 
the community.

	The Vintage Shop Hop 
would like to see shoppers 
change their shopping habits 
year-round. The event is 
a twice-a-year road trip 
comprised of nothing but 
“small businesses.”

How it began
	Starting with 180 shops

See SHOP HOP, Page 5
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Free Fitness Classes 
Phantom Lake YMCA 

Camp, S110W30240 YMCA 
Camp Rd., Mukwonago, of-
fers free adult fitness class-
es for people 50 years and 
older. These classes are a 
community service for Muk-
wonago and surrounding 
areas.  

Yoga – Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday at 8 a.m., 
Tuesday and Thursday at 
9:15 a.m.; Cardio/Strength 
Training – Monday and 
Wednesday at 9:15 a.m.; 
Pilates – Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday at 8 a.m. 
Please call Ruth at 262-227-
3590 for more information.

Village Candidate Forum  
The public is invited to a 

Candidate Forum for Candi-
dates running for the Village 
of East Troy Board on Thurs-
day, March 6, at 6:30 p.m. at 
the East Troy Village Hall, 
2015 Energy Dr., East Troy. 
All Village of East Troy in-

cumbent and write-in candi-
dates have been invited to 
participate. 
The incumbent candidates 

are: Robert ‘Matt’ Johnson 
incumbent president, Mary 
Hubbard Nugent incumbent 
trustee and Joe Wisniewski 
incumbent Trustee.
The write-in candidates, 

for two open trustee posi-
tions are Bryan Harding, 
Scott Seager and Dustan 
‘Dusty’ Stanford. 
For further information see 

flyer posted on the Tri-Troy 
Beacon Facebook page or 
contact Tri-Troy Beacon at 
tri.troybeacon@gmail.com.
Please don’t forget to vote 

in the Spring Primary Elec-
tion on Tuesday, February 
18, and Spring Election on 
Tuesday, April 1.

Town Candidate Forum  
The public is invited to a 

Candidate Forum for candi-
dates running for the Town 
of East Troy Board on Thurs-
day, March 13, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Mukwonago Baptist 
Church, 1610 Honeywell Rd., 
Mukwonago, WI 53149.  

All Town of East Troy 
candidates have been invited 
to participate. 

The candidates are: 
Joe Jones, for Town Board 
Chairman, Michele Reyes and 
Barb Church are both current 
Supervisors running to continue 
their current Board positions 
and have no challengers.

For further information see 
flyer posted on the Tri-Troy 
Beacon Facebook page or 
contact Tri-Troy Beacon at tri.
troybeacon@gmail.com.

Please don’t forget to vote in 
the Spring Primary Election on 
Tuesday, Feb. 18, and Spring 
Election on Tuesday, April 1.

Strengthening Seniors
This class is held at the East 

Troy Area Intergenerational 
Community Center, 2043 
Division St. and open to the 
public Monday and Wednesday, 

8 to 9 a.m. 
Monday is Tai Chi and 

Wednesday is chair exercise.  
Part of the Wednesday pro-
gram uses a 2 lb. weight, which 
participants must bring for 
themselves. There is no charge 
for these classes.

Scholarship 
Opportunity 

The Walworth County Dairy 
Promotion Committee will 
award a $500 scholarship to a 
student from Walworth Coun-
ty pursuing a dairy-related 
degree at a two-or four-year 
school. The scholarship will be 
made available for the 2025-26 
school year, and past recipi-
ents are not eligible to apply. 
For more information, con-tact 
Katy Katzman at katzman@
idcnet.com. Application dead-
line is March 31.

Troy Senior Club 
Join in the first and third 

Mondays of the month for 
friendship, fun and games. 
The club plays Bingo and card 
games. No need to sign up, just 
show up! The group meets at 
The Heritage, 3223 North St., 
East Troy, the first and third 
Mondays from 12:30 to 3 p.m.

Mukwonago Senior Club 
The Mukwonago Senior Club 

meets the second and fourth 
Monday, from 12:30 to 3 p.m., 
at the Village Hall, 440 River 
Crest Ct. 

The group holds a very brief 

meeting followed by playing bin-
go and then cards. Open to all; 
bring your own snacks. Dues 
are $15/year. For more informa-
tion, call Joan at 262-392-2442.

Political Discussion 
A group of local Democratic 

supporters are gathering the first 
Tuesday of each month from 6 
to 7 p.m. in the meeting room at 
the East Troy Intergenerational 
Community Center, 2043 Divi-
sion St. Discussions will revolve 
around what’s been accom-
plished by the Democratic Party 
as well as its future goals.

Get Covered 
Per the Affordable Care Act, 

people may qualify for a special 
enrollment period if they experi-
enced a change in their circum-
stances.

Some of the qualifying events 
within 60 days are: loss of a 
job (quit or were laid off), new 
job-prior to group insurance be-
ginning, early retirement (not 
Medicare age yet), Social Se-
curity disability approved but in 
the 24-month waiting period, 
a new family member or death 
of someone in the household, 
moved from out of the county 
(must have had health insurance 
for one or more days in the prior 
60 day period), divorce (and loss 
of coverage), loss of eligibility of 
Medicaid or CHIP (must apply 
within 60 days).

Call the Rock and Walworth 
County navigator, Kathie, at 
608-669-7440 for more infor-
mation.

	 Last week Tuesday, our 
Facebook followers would 
have seen a picture of 
Governor Evers delivering 
a welcome speech to a 
room full of librarians. Each 
year the Wisconsin Library 
Association organizes Library 
Legislative Day. 
	 This was my third 
opportunity to attend, but the 
first year I’ve screwed up 
the courage to do so. Having 
PLLS Trustee/ETLPL Trustee/
Village Trustee Mary Hubbard 
Nugent with me for support 
helped with that.
	 The day started at the Best 
Western Premier Park Hotel 
right across the street from 
the Capitol building where 
Gov. Evers delivered the first 

	 I have bad luck with 
avocados. 
	 I just can’t seem to keep 
track of them. I shop for them. 
I put them in my cart. I pay 
for them. And then, something 
goes decidedly – or perhaps 
magically – wrong.
	 I leave the store with an 
avocado in my bag and when I 
come home, it is gone. 
	 I lose avocados like they are 
socks on laundry day. 
	 And that isn’t exactly the 
easiest thing to do. Avocados 
aren’t small – as fruits go.
	 I mean, a person could 
quite easily lose a grape or 
a blueberry or even a cherry 
tomato. But an avocado? One 
wouldn’t think so.
	 I wouldn’t have, had it not 

It’s your library... check it out

Slices of life

By
TAMI 
BARTOLI
East Troy Public
Library Director

welcome speech followed by 
Representative Tony Kurtz, 
State Superintendent Dr. 
Jill Underly, Assistant State 
Superintendent Dr. Darrell 
Williams, and Senator Dianne 
Hesselbein. All the speakers 
spoke of the value of libraries. 
More than one also mentioned 
librarians are the loudest 
group they usually see at the 
Capitol. That reassured me 
that I’m not a misfit after all.

happened to me personally – 
on numerous occasions.
	 It started years ago. Back 
then, I blamed it on my 
husband. He and I used to go 
to the grocery store to acquire 
provisions for supper. On at 
least two occasions, our list 
included an avocado (for 
guacamole).
	 In the aftermath of the 
avocado escape, both he 
and I remembered (clearly) 

	 Organizers scheduled 
appointments for the 
librarians to meet with their 
Representative and Senator 
in small groups. Mary and I 
met with Nathan Cobb, State 
Senator Nass’s Legislative 
Aide, and Representative 
Robin Vos. 
	 At both meetings we 
spoke about the importance 
of libraries and specifically 
addressed proposed statute 
changes that would facilitate 
the formation of a joint library. 
	 For perhaps the past 
decade, the Town of Troy, 
Town of East Troy, and 
Village of East Troy have 
worked to combine resources 
and make their services more 
efficient and cost effective. 

The combined emergency 
services may be the ultimate 
example of their success in 
doing so. The formation of a 
joint library was intended to 
be part of that. 
	 The agreement was written, 
revised, accepted by relevant 
governing organizations and 
ready to sign in August 2022 
when funding issues reared 
their ugly heads.
	 Library funding is a bit 
like public school funding; 
everybody pays it. However, 
the biggest difference lies in 
first where it fits in the tax 
bill and who receives the 
initial payment. In the case 
of the Village of East Troy, 
which houses the ETLPL, 
library funding is part of 

their tax levy and subject to 
those limits. The monies are 
collected and put right into 
our account. 
	 In contrast the Towns do 
not contain a public library. 
Their library funding is 
collected as part of their 
Walworth County taxes. 
The county then passes it 
onto the library system that 
oversees the libraries their 
residents frequent. In our 
case, that would be Prairie 
Lakes Library System, which 
later writes out checks for 
the individual libraries. The 
county tax is neither part of 
the Towns’ levies nor part of 
their levy limits. Becoming 
part of a joint library would 
change that.

	 The proposed change 
in statutes would alter that 
slightly. In forming a joint 
library and funding it directly, 
the change would identify 
that funding as a transfer of 
services. It would not increase 
the levy and is not meant to 
increase taxes. It simply shifts 
who receives the check.
	 Representative Vos was 
aware of the proposal and has 
one of his aides researching 
it looking for any unintended 
consequences to make certain 
it isn’t as simple as I indicated 
in the previous paragraph. 
His main question to me was, 
“What would you do with the 
additional funding?” 
	 My internal answer was 
more sourdough. 

choosing the avocado – 
because choosing an avocado 
of the correct firmness is 
tantamount to its inclusion in 
dinner (and guacamole) on any 
given night. We remembered 
removing the avocado from 
the cart to the conveyor belt 
of the checkout lane. We 
even remembered seeing the 
avocado in our bag as we 
walked to the car.
	 And then, everything gets 
blurry.
	 Because we arrived at home 
and unpacked the groceries 
and didn’t notice the errant 
avocado(s) immediately 
because who itemizes their 
grocery acquisitions on such 
a specific level so soon after 
returning from the store?

	 Certainly not us. We didn’t 
notice the avocado’s absence 
until right before dinner - when 
it was time to prepare the 
guacamole.
	 It was at this point it 
became obvious that the 
avocado had gone AWOL. 
	 This happened more than 
once – maybe more than twice, 
but enough to make me know 
we were avocado cursed. 
	 And then, unexpectedly, the 
curse was lifted and my life 
was filled with avocados anew. 
	 Until this week.
	 When I purchased an 
avocado for dinner. 
	 And when dinner time came 
near and it was time to make 
the guacamole there was no 
avocado in my kitchen.

	 It was like history was 
repeating itself. 
	 I looked in all the usual 
places and came up avocado 
empty. We ate supper sans 
guacamole, and everyone 
forgot about the lack thereof - 
except me.
	 I just couldn’t let it go.
	 But I had to. What recourse 
does a person have when she 
can’t find her avocado? Not 
much. 
	 Life went on.
	 The next day, I followed 
my normal routine, which 
included an exercise class in 
the morning. When I returned 
to my house around noon, I 
noticed a weird lumpy shape 
my driveway. I thought it 
might be a dead bird. After 

driving the car into the garage, 
I walked out to the driveway to 
examine the clumpy lump. 
	 You’re already two steps 
ahead of me, aren’t you?
	 And with that, you’d be 
correct. The lump was a 
squished avocado. Apparently, 
it rolled out of my hatchback 
(or shopping bag) when I 
unloaded groceries the day 
before. And then, that morning, 
I’ve driven over it with the car.
	 Mystery solved! Give me a 
Scooby snack.
	 Or better yet, an avocado	
	 Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated columnist, 
published playwright and 
author. Don’t miss a slice; 
follow the Slices of Life page 
on Facebook.

Joint libraries discussed at legislative meetings

Avocados can be tricky, on several levels
By
JILL 
PERTLER
Columnist
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Those 50-plus seeking 
a job change increases
	 A recent AARP survey of 
people 50 and older revealed 
that 24% of are planning to 
make a job change this year, 
a 10% increase from last year, 
when just 14% indicated they 
were looking for new employ-
ment. 
	 These findings are consis-
tent with recent research show-
ing more Americans are look-
ing to switch jobs than at any 
point in the past decade.
	 Of workers 50 and older 
planning to make a change, 
40% said they are planning to 
get a new job, but 16% said 
plan to start their own business, 
an increase over the 9% who 
said the same last year. 
	 Making more money is the 
main reason people said they 
want a job change, followed by 
wanting to make a difference 
and wanting flexible work op-
tions.
	 “Today, roughly 38 million 
older adults are working; that’s 
more than two and a half times 
the number of older adults 
working 40 years ago,” said 
Carly Roszkowski, Vice Pres-
ident of Financial Resilience 
Programming at AARP. 
	 “With high prices and infla-
tion continuing to impact ev-
erything from housing costs to 
groceries, it’s no surprise older 
adults are looking to increase 
their income,” she added.
	 Age discrimination is a con-
cern among older Americans 
considering a job change. 
	 About 74% of older adults 
believe their age will be a bar-
rier to getting hired. And AARP 
research consistently shows 
that 64% of workers 50-plus 
have reported seeing or expe-
riencing age discrimination in 
the workplace. 
	 The impact of artificial intel-
ligence (AI) is also a concern, 

with around one third (34%) 
worried that it could impact 
their job security. 
	 “Many older workers face 
age discrimination and are of-
ten overlooked for jobs they are 
qualified for, even though they 
bring expertise, maturity and 
perspective to the job,” Rosz-
kowski said. “This should not 
be the case. Employers need 
talent, and it makes great busi-
ness sense to hire experienced 
workers.”
	 The results revealed 84% 
of prospective job seekers said 
they will need assistance in 
making a job change, a sharp 
increase from the 69% who 
said so last year. 
	 Learning to apply their 
current skills to a new role or 
job tops the list of issues peo-
ple feel they need help with, 
followed by how to update a 
resume, prepare for a job inter-
view and negotiate a job offer, 
according to the AARP.

Methodology
	 Survey interviews were con-
ducted online and via telephone 
last October and November 
with 3,580 U.S. employed 
adults 50 or older of numerous 
races. The sample was sourced 
from the AmeriSpeak panel and 
Prodege’s non-probability pan-
el. 
	 Funded and operated by 
NORC at the University of 
Chicago, the AmeriSpeak pan-
el is a probability-based panel 
designed to be representative of 
the U.S. household population. 
Interviews were conducted on-
line and via telephone.  
	 All data are weighted to the 
latest Current Population Sur-
vey benchmarks developed by 
the U.S. Census Bureau and are 
balanced by gender, age, educa-
tion, race/ethnicity, and region.

Red Cross of Wisconsin 
welcomes new officer
	 The American Red Cross 
of Wisconsin is pleased to 
announce that Melinda Lan-
ham has been named Regional 
Chief Development Officer. In 
this role, Melinda will work 
with external partners – in-
cluding local businesses and 
business leaders, individual 
donors, board members, and 
volunteers – to advance the 
Red Cross mission by raising 
funds to support the organiza-
tion’s work.
	 “We are delighted to wel-
come Melinda to the Amer-
ican Red Cross of Wiscon-
sin,” said Mark Thomas, 
Regional Executive and CEO 
of the Red Cross of Wiscon-
sin. “Melinda brings a wealth 
of fundraising experience to 
the Red Cross mission, hav-
ing served in leadership and 
volunteer roles for over 20 
years which will undoubted-
ly strengthen our ability to 
deliver aid, support commu-
nities, and fulfill our mission 
of preventing and alleviating 
human suffering.”
	 Prior to joining the Ameri-
can Red Cross, Melinda served 
as Sales Manager at Proctor 
& Gamble, as a recruiter for 
Pinstripe Talent Inc., and as 
the Director of Development 
at Versiti Blood Research 
Institute Foundation. Most 
recently, Melinda was the Se-
nior Director of Development, 
Major Gifts, at Vivent Health, 
formerly known as the AIDS 
Resource Center of Wisconsin.
	 Committed to supporting 
her community, Melinda has 
been a long-time member of 
the Board of Directors for St. 
Anthony on the Lake. Past vol-
unteer and board commitments 

also in-
clude Junior 
A c h i e v e -
ment Wom-
en’s Associ-
ation Board 
of Directors 
and Kathy’s 
H o u s e 
Board of Di-
rectors.
	 A native 

of Indiana, Melinda holds a 
bachelor’s degree in marketing 
from Ball State University in 
Muncie, Indiana. 
	 “I am honored to join the 
American Red Cross, an or-
ganization with such a noble 
history of delivering comfort, 
compassion, and hope in the 
face of disasters,” said Melin-
da. “I look forward to leverag-
ing my fundraising experience 
and working side-by-side with 
the extraordinary volunteers, 
donors, and staff to advance 
the Red Cross mission of pre-
venting and alleviating human 
suffering in times of crisis.”
	 The American Red Cross 
of Wisconsin works from five 
state chapters and proudly 
serves 68 counties in Wiscon-
sin and eight counties in the 
U.P., delivering disaster care, 
veteran support, blood ser-
vices, and health/safety class-
es to 5.8 million people. In fis-
cal year 2023, Red Cross vol-
unteers provided care, food, 
hope, and shelter to more than 
3,874 people following local 
disasters. Volunteers helped 
install nearly 3,153 smoke 
alarms throughout the Wis-
consin Region.
	 For more information, visit 
redcross.org or follow the or-
ganization on social media.

Melinda 
Lanham

submitted photo Southern Lakes Newspapers

Looking ahead
	 The Woman’s Club of East Troy held its February meeting at the Community Center with the luncheon 
committee consisting of, from the left: Nancy Dignan, Jackie Gotz and Joyce Rishel. The ladies discussed 
plans for 2025, which included a Scoopy Night at the East Troy Culver’s. They also enjoyed a Put and Take 
raffle after the meeting, which included donated items. The March 13 meeting will be held at the Pizza Ranch 
in Elkhorn. All ladies are welcome to join. For more information please call Bette at 262 215-1021.

By Jason Arndt
staff writer
	 Layla Kaplan marveled at 
the accomplishments of sculp-
tors creating works of art on 
massive blocks of ice at the 
Wisconsin State Ice Carving 
Championship in Burlington. 
	 Kaplan, of Orlando, Flori-
da, attended the Feb. 15 event 
at Wehmhoff Square Park with 
her boyfriend and didn’t think 
the artists would achieve such 
masterpieces. 
	 “How can they do it? How 
is this even possible?” Kaplan 
asked rhetorically. “I have tak-
en ice cream outside in Florida 
for five minutes and it rapid-
ly melts. Here, you have ice 
blocks sitting here for hours. I 
think it is super cool.” 
	 The Wisconsin State Ice 
Carving Championship fea-
tured some of the best sculptors 
in the state. It was previous-
ly held in December before 
new organizer Experience 
Burlington decided to change it 
to February. 
	 Bob Lechtenberg, of Hart-
land, assisted Experience 
Burlington in bringing in 
competitors and the massive 
300-pound blocks of ice used 
as a canvas for the artists.
	 “We have one of the best 
groups of sculptors that you 
could ever have for an ice 
sculpting event,” said Lechten-
berg, who performed ice sculpt-
ing demonstrations. “There 
are really talented artists here 
working hard.”
	 Spearheaded by former 
Burlington Mayor Jeannie 
Hefty, the City of Burlington 

served as coordinator of the 
event for several years. 
	 Experience Burlington, 
formerly the Burlington Area 
Chamber of Commerce, took 
on the task of approving special 
events and organizing the Feb. 
15 exhibition in conjunction 
with the group’s annual Hot 
Cocoa Walk featuring dozens 
of participating downtown 
businesses. 
	 “The Wisconsin State 
Ice Carving Championship 
was really started by Jeannie 
Hefty,” said Executive Direc-
tor M.T. Boyle, of Experience 
Burlington. “It is really because 
of her hard work and passion.”
	 Experience Burlington opt-
ed to move the championship 
from December to February 
when the weather is more fa-
vorable – for the ice sculptors 
and the downtown retailers.
	 Boyle said their planning for 
the annual Christmas parade 
also played a role in the sched-
ule change. 
	 Based on early observations, 
she said she has heard nothing 
but positive reviews from visi-
tors and businesses alike about 
the change.
	 “The feedback we have got-
ten has been super positive in 
that it brings a bunch of peo-
ple to downtown that maybe 
don’t normally go downtown 
in the middle of February,” 
Boyle said. “Usually after the 
holidays, there is a little bit of a 
slow time downtown for retail-
ers.”
	 Boyle estimates hundreds 
of cups of hot cocoa have been 
distributed to patrons attending 

Marvelous masterpieces
Ice Carving Championship draws a crowd

jason arndt PHotos Southern Lakes Newspapers

	 Burlington’s Mike Austin fine tunes his ice sculpture 
during the Feb. 15 Wisconsin State Ice Carving Champi-
onship at Wehmhoff Square Park in Burlington. 

	 Dan Ingrebrigtson, of Franklin, chisels away on his 
creation.

	 Juneau’s Josh Jakubowski concentrates on his piece 
of art.

both events with some estab-
lishments exhausting their sup-
plies. 

Ideal conditions
	 Returning ice sculptors, 
including Burlington’s Mike 
Austin, noted weather condi-
tions on Feb. 15 were com-
plementary to their mission of 
creating works of art.
	 “The weather is perfect. 
There is no sun and it’s not too 
cold. It is cold enough to keep 
the ice in a solid form. But it’s 
not so cold that I am freezing 
and dying out here,” Austin 
said.
	 In recent years, December 
was unpredictable, including 
sunny weather that expedited 
the melting of ice blocks. 
	 “The sun is our enemy,” 
Austin said.
	 The Burlington area and 
beyond received substantial 
snowfall leading up the event, 

which saw overcast skies and 
ideal temperatures.  
	 Dan Ingebrigtson, of Frank-
lin, acknowledged Wisconsin’s 
unpredictable winter season 
and always returns to the ex-
hibition because of the people 
and competition. 
	 “It brings the crowd out. It 
is a perfect day,” he said. “(The 
weather) is always a crapshoot. 
You never know what weather 
you are going to get here.”
	 Kaplan, who met her boy-
friend through the U.S. Air 
Force, delivered a seal of ap-
proval to the Burlington com-
munity and event. 
	 “I think this is really special. 
It’s a good way to get people 
out and connected to the com-
munity,” Kaplan said. 
	 “I have seen so many people 
being so kind and welcoming to 
each other, liking holding open 
doors and passing around hot 
chocolate.” 
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Makers of Quality Eyewear
for Over 60 Years.

Senior Citizen Discount

Corner of Hwy. 36 & Main St., Waterford, WI

262-534-6090
www.flueggeoptical.com

ALL LENSES MADE HERE
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...Fluegge Optical Is Your
School Of Higher Vision Education 
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RON & DEBBIE HELD 
WILL CELEBRATE

50 YEARS
OF MARRIAGE

FEBRUARY 22, 2025
Proud retired parents of our two daughters and grandparents of three girls and one boy.

Ron, a graduate of Triton College Radiography and University Illinois Chicago Bachelors Management
and Deb Held (Crement) a graduate of East Leyden High School and

Niles Beauty School Cosmetology Diploma license.
468145

BOB MISCHKA Southern Lakes Newspapers

	 East Troy had several wrestlers do well at the boys 
WIAA Regionals at Delavan-Darien on Feb. 15. From 
the left: Landen Bogard (126) and Brady Collins (132) 
earned regional titles.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS  
Southern Lakes Newspapers

	 Mukwonago had seven 
boys qualify for section-
als, three of which won ti-
tles at the Feb. 15 regional, 
from the left: Adam Whittier 
(150), Hunter Szyszkiewicz 
(285) and Colton Katzfey 
(132.) On the girls side, a 
trio of wrestlers advanced 
to sectionals with Cailyn 
Whittier (120) earning a re-
gional title.

By Jennifer Eisenbart
STAFF WRITER
	 How close was it at the top 
of the leaderboard Saturday at 
the WIAA Division 2 wres-
tling sectional held at Dela-
van-Darien High School?
	 Rock Valley Conference 
champion Jefferson was al-
most unseated in a bid to 
make it to state as a team.
	 The Eagles eked out the 
team victory at the regional 
with 220.5, just edging the 
host Comets, who scored 213 
points.
	 Whitewater, which qual-
ified for team sectionals the 
last two years, finished fourth 
with 167 points, East Troy 
was fifth (148) and Big Foot/
Williams Bay eighth (117).
	 The girls regional was 
held separately at Mukwona-
go Feb. 14, with several area 
teams advancing.
	 The top four wrestlers in 
each weight class advance 
to this weekend’s sectional 
meets, where the top two indi-
viduals will move on to state.
	 The WIAA State Individu-
al Wrestling Tournament will 
take place Feb. 27 through 
March 1 at the Kohl Center in 
Madison.

East Troy
	 The Trojans earned titles 
from Landen Bogard (126) 
and Brady Collins – who 
reached the 132 final without 
having to wrestle more than a 
minute in any of his previous 
rounds.
	 Bogard, meanwhile, had 
a first-round bye, then ad-
vanced by pin in the quarters 
and semis.
	 In the final, Bogard won by 
tech fall in 2:30 over Aiden 
DeBlare of Jefferson, 18-1.
	 Owen Feucht added a 
second-place finish at 113 
pounds, losing by fall in the 
final before defeating Dela-
van-Darien’s Vaughn 6-0 in 
the second-place match.
	 Sean Cain finished third 
at 106 and Hunter Rehfeldt 
fourth at 285 to qualify for 
sectionals.

Mukwonago
	 The Mukwonago boys fin-
ished third at their respective 
WIAA Wrestling Regionals 
last week.
	 On Feb. 15, Mukwona-
go finished third in the boys 
meet, behind Waukesha West 
and Burlington, and qualified 
seven wrestlers for sectionals.
	 Mukwonago had five wres-
tlers finish in the top two, with 
three winning titles.
	 The first title came from 
Colton Katzfey at 132, where 
after a pair of falls, he earned 
a 20-13 decision over ben 
Spalla of Wilmot for the title.
	 Adam Whittier then added 
a title at 150, receiving a bye 
in the first round, winning by 
pin in the semis and picking 
up a 17-0 tech fall over Jason 
Patterson of Wilmot in the 
championship.
	 Hunter Szyszkiewicz add-
ed the final title at 285, going 
through the day mostly un-
challenged. After a first-round 
bye, he earned a pin in the 
semifinals and then didn’t al-
low a point to be scored in the 
final, a 7-0 decision over Aus-
tin Waldal of Union Grove.
	 Connor Kreger made the fi-
nal at 215 pounds, advancing 
with a major decision and a 
pin. In the final, he dropped a 
close 15-12 decision to Brock 
Griffin over Wilmot, but came 
back to pin Isaiah Kooiman of 
Waukesha West in less than 
a minute in the second-place 
match.
	 Gavin Meinecke had to 
wrestle through the consola-
tion round after falling in the 
semifinals at 120. He picked 
up a tech fall in the third-place 
match and then won the sec-
ond-place match by medical 
forfeit.	
	 Chace Nehls (113) and 
Seth Krause (175) took third, 
while Gabe Erdmann (126) 
was fourth to round out the 
sectional qualifiers.

Girls sectional
	 On Feb. 14, the Mukwona-
go girls hosted a regional, fin-
ishing second behind Badger 

Local teams sending wrestlers to sectionals

and advancing four wrestlers 
to sectionals.
	 Big Foot/Williams Bay, 
Delavan-Darien, East Troy, 
Mukwonago – which finished 
fourth as a team, and White-
water all had wrestlers make 
it to the finals.
	 For Big Foot/Williams 
Bay, Chloe Pearce won the 
title at 145 pounds, downing 
Serenity Salas of Westosha 
Central by pin in 2:14 in the 
championship match.
	 Natalia Jesberger of Dela-
van-Darien added a title at the 
girls 165-pound weight class. 
There, she won by pin in the 
final in 5:27 over Mckenzie 
Healy of Mukwonago.
	 Helaina Sprager of East 

Troy won her 185-pound 
semifinal by pin, but was in-
jured in the process. She was 
unable to contest the final 
against Marianna Kubicz of 
Whitewater, who added the fi-
nal area title by injury default.
	 Sprager took second by 
virtue of her semifinal pin 
over Carly Corelli of Westo-
sha Central.
	 For Mukwonago, Cailyn 
Whittier (120), Sam Wiebel-
haus (132) and Healy (165) 
made finals, with Whittier 
winning.
	 Whittier had a first-round 
bye, then won her next three 
matches by pin, including a 
pin in 2 minutes in the final 
over Mckenzi Coplien of Jef-

ferson.
	 Wiebelhaus pinned Lilly 
Holden of Badger in 2:47 to 
make the final, before being 
pinned by Fort Atkinson’s 
Hayli Fletcher in 48 seconds 
in the final.
	 She didn’t need to wrestle 
in the second-place match, 
having defeated Holden earli-
er in the day.
	 Healy, meanwhile, earned 
a bye in the first round and 
then won her quarterfinal 
and semifinal by pin before 
being pinned in the finals by 
DDHS’s Jesberger in the third 
period.
	 Healy’s pin in the semis 
ensured she did not have to 
wrestle for second, given it 

was the same opponent.
	 The other sectional qual-
ifiers for Mukwonago were 
third-place finishers Gab-
by Hartman (100) and Zoe 
Krause (152). 
	 Also qualifying for section-
als were Delavan-Darien’s 
Gracie Blue (fourth at 152), 
and Whitewater’s A’Lani 
Ross (fourth at 126) and Pay-
ton Taylor (third at 165).

Other area teams
Delavan-Darien
	 The Comets had 10 of its 
wrestlers finish in the top six 
in their weight classes at the
meet, with Joe Ketterhagen

See WRESTLERS, Page 5
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and Sons inc.
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WINDOWS, KITCHENS & BATHS,
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Your Local Contractor!
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12 years ago, the Vintage Shop 
Hop has increased in populari-
ty every year. 

	“In the spring, shop owners 
sometimes need an economic 
shot in the arm to boost their 
sales in what is traditionally 
slow retail season, not to men-
tion the competition of the 
online shopping craze,” says 
Ann Campos, founder of the 
event. “This event gives the 
shopper a reason to leave the 
house to shop small and sup-
port their local businesses.” 

	The idea came to Campos 
over a decade ago after talking 
with a handful of shop owners 
in her town who had experi-
enced slow sales during the 
then harsh winter.

	“After spending several 
years producing large vintage 
markets, I decided to marry 
my love of vintage decor with 
my background in tourism 
promotion, event planning 
and marketing to come up 
with a way to reach out and 
do something for local small 
business,” Campos said. “The 
result is the Vintage Shop 
Hop.” 

	The event is only open 
to locally-owned, for-profit 
shops. There are no big box 
stores, franchises or chain 
stores allowed. 

	“The event was destined 
to grow quickly,” Campos 
explained, “between the shop 
owners looking for a unique, 
low-cost way to promote not 
only their shop but their town 
too, and shoppers who are ex-
cited to have a list of hundreds 
of fun shops dropped in their 
lap. The result? You can’t hold 
them back!”

	The two-state event has 
grown organically over the 
past 12 years and now stretch-
es from the Mississippi River 
on the west to Lake Michigan 
on the east, and goes north 
to Wausau and Green Bay in 
Wisconsin and south to I-80 in 
Illinois. 

Many in-store promos
	“We encourage the shops to 

create an in-store promotion 
– a day unlike the other 363 
days of the year,” says Cam-
pos. 

	Shoppers will find fun pro-
motions like “pop a balloon” 
or “spin the wheel” to de-
termine their discount, door 
prizes, meet-the-maker, paint 
demos, live music, food trucks 
and free swag bags just for 
stopping in.

	Others create punch cards 
promos to get people moving 
around their region, or hire 
live music and invite food 
trucks to park in their lots.

	“The participating shop 

•	Shop Hop   (Continued from front page)

owners are very passionate 
about the history of their an-
tiques as well as their build-
ings. To compete with big box 
stores, small business owners 
have to be creative in their 
marketing efforts and work 
extra hard to get noticed,” 
Campos said. “I’m just happy 
I can help them out by using 
my experience to bring cus-
tomers to their doorstep with 
this fun shopping event. To 
my knowledge, it’s the biggest 
event of its kind in the Mid-
west.” 

	Many shops are set in his-
toric and unique buildings in 
downtowns, villages, and the 
countryside, brimming with 
history, which sets them apart 
from their competitors in big 
shopping malls. 

	Shoppers will find stores 
located inside century-old 
barns, historic schoolhouses, 
banks, and churches all mak-
ing the shopping experience 
memorable.

	Shop owners who are in-
terested in participating in this 
affordable event just need to 
send a private message on the 
event’s Facebook page.

	For shoppers, road trip 
planning for the Vintage 
Shop Hop is made easy with 
an interactive GoogleMap 
and master list of shops. The 
event’s GoogleMap includes 
shop details that can be ac-
cessed on mobile devices 
while traveling the area. The 
list and map are both on the 
event’s blog page at all times 
and have become a “road trip 
bible” for shoppers. 

	Find them at vintageshoph-
op.blogspot.com or follow 
the event’s Facebook page 
at   www.facebook.com/Vin-
tageShopHopEvent.

Area Wisconsin 
shops participating
	 • Home Decor & Gifts, 316 
W. State St., Beloit, 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. both days
	 • Vintage Bliss, 3100 S. 
Riverside Drive, Beloit, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. both days
	 • Vintage Etcetera, 2526 S. 
Riverside Drive, Beloit, Fri-
day 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Satur-
day 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
	 • Gunny & Co, 914 Ex-

change St., Brodhead, 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. both days
	 • Harvest Moon, 929 W. 
Exchange St., Brodhead, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. both days
	 • Sawdust & Iron, 207 Al-
len St., Clinton, Friday 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m.
	 • Antique Farmer, LLC, 
N6041 WI-89, Delavan, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. both days
	 • Feels Like Home, 18 W 
Fulton St., Edgerton, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. both days
	 • M’s on Main, 522 N. 
Main St., Edgerton, 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. both days, additionally 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday, 
March 9
	 • Hen House Thrift Bou-
tique, 7 E. Main St., Evans-
ville, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. both 
days
	 • The Vintage Roost, 228 
W. Main St., Evansville, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. both days
	 • Copper Creek Resale 
and Discount Center, 422 W. 
Highway 11, Footville, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. both days
	 • 608 Vintage, 34 S. Main 
St.	, Janesville, 10 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. both days
	 • Best of Janesville Vintage 
Mall, 3138 S. Highway 51, 
Janesville, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
both days
	 • Chicken Coop Collect-
ibles, 6507 W. Hwy 14, Janes-
ville, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both 
days 
	 • Frayed Edges Boutique, 
3719 S. County Rd. G, Janes-
ville, Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
	 • J&B Outlet & Resale, 
2342 Center Ave., Janesville, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days
	 • J&M Vintage Finds, 3832 
W. Hwy 14, Janesville, Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. 
	 • Property Pickers Estate 
Sales and Shoppable Ware-
house, 770 S. Main St., Janes-
ville, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both 
days
	 • The Creative Corner De-
cor and Gifts, 2624 E. Mil-
waukee St., Janesville, 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. both days
	 • Vintage Market, 8301 E. 
Hwy 14, Janesville, 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. both days
	 • 2nd Time Around Resale 

Shoppe, 34 Merchant Row, 
Milton, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both 
days
	 • Ar Home by Artful Ret-
iques, 229 Parkview Drive, 
Milton, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both 
days
	 • Goodrich Antiques and 
Vintage Uniques, 742 E. Mad-
ison Ave., Milton, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. both days
	 • Hattie and Elsie, 650 Col-
lege St., Milton, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. both days
	 • Red Rooster, 613 W Mad-
ison Ave., Milton, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. both days
	 • Monroe Antiques Mall, 
1003 16th Ave., Monroe, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. both days
	 • Lollygag Antiques, 16 6th 
Ave., New Glarus, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. both days
	 • Cool School Antique 
Mall, 7427 156th Ave., Bris-
tol, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. both days
	 • Flippin’ Fabulous LLC, 
448 S. Pine St., Burlington, 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. both days
	 • Josette Boutique, 573 N 
Pine St., Burlington, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. both days
	 • The Rustic Barrel, 7135 
McHenry St., Burlington, Fri-
day 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 
and Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

	 • Wilted Rose Resale & 
Gifts, 2931 Union St., East 
Troy, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. both 
days
	 • Home Decor & Vintage, 
41 S. Wisconsin St., Elkhorn, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days
	 • The Grainery (at Duester-
beck’s Brewing Co.), N5543 
County Road O, Elkhorn, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. both days
	 • Fontana Home West End, 
158 Fontana Blvd., Fontana, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days
	 • A Summer’s Garden Flo-
rist and Gifts, 5617 6th Ave., 
Kenosha, Friday 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m.
	 • Authentique, 625 57th St., 
Kenosha, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
both days
	 • EQUINOX botanical 
boutique, 5901 6th Ave. A, 
Kenosha, Friday 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m.
	 • Latibule, 4906 7th Ave., 
Kenosha, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
both days
	 • Serendipity on 7th, 4706 
7th Ave., Kenosha, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. both days
	 • Vintage Underground, 
5817 6th Ave., Kenosha, Fri-
day 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Satur-

day 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
	 • Wooden Chair Antiques, 
5710 4th Ave., Kenosha, Fri-
day 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Satur-
day 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
	 • Lake Geneva Antique 
Mall, 829 Williams, Lake Ge-
neva, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both 
days
	 • The Rabbit Hole, 264 
Center St., Lake Geneva, 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. both days
	 • Fox And Fork LLC, 203 
W Main St., Rochester, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. both days
	 • A Trew Find, 336 E Main 
St., Twin Lakes, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. both days
	 • Restoration Reserve, 
1201 Main St., Union Grove, 
Friday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
	 • Second Street Stuff, 107 
N Second St., Waterford, Fri-
day and Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Sunday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
	 • Waterford Unique An-
tique Market, 318 E. Main St., 
Waterford, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
both days
	 • Real Deal Vintage, 30702 
113th St., Wilmot, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. both days
	 • The Fuzzy Pig, N8660 
Clover Valley Rd., Whitewa-
ter, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days

Smith leads swimmers 
at conference meet
By Chris Bennett
CORRESPONDENT	
	 Trey Smith won the title 
in the 100-yard backstroke 
and 200 individual medley 
to help the Burlington Co-op 
boys swim team finish fourth 
in the Feb. 8 Southern Lakes 
Conference meet at Beloit 
Memorial.  
	 BC competes Saturday in 
a WIAA Division 1 section-
al meet at Racine Case High 
School. BC consists of swim-
mers from Burlington, Catho-
lic Central, East Troy, Union 
Grove and Waterford high 
schools. 
	 Smith won the 100 back-
stroke in 50.91 seconds and 
the 200 individual medley in 
1:57.61 for BC’s SLC titles. 
Smith swam with Paxton 
Polster, Nathan Hynes and 
Parker Rydelski on the sec-
ond-place 400 freestyle relay 
(3:29.34).

	 Rydelski came in second 
in the 500 freestyle (5:14.66) 
and third in the 200 freestyle 
(1:56.85).  
	 Hynes finished eight in the 
50 freestyle (24.60) and 100 
butterfly (1:00.70).
	 Isaiah Rosa, Samuel Beau-
dette, Elliott Pedersen and Pe-
terson Soule came in eighth 
in the 200 freestyle relay 
(1:46.71).
	 Polster came in ninth in the 
100 freestyle (56.14).
	 Cody Nelson, Angel Ja-
ramillo, Pedersen and Gavin 
Canada finished 10th in the 
200 medley relay (2:09.87).
	 BC scored 246 points. 
Badger Co-op scored 485 
points and won the SLC title. 
	 At the sectional tourna-
ment the winner in each event 
plus the next 18 fastest indi-
viduals/relay teams statewide, 
not including the sectional 
winners, advance to state.

•	Wrestlers   (Continued from page 4)

and Dylan Beighton bringing 
home the titles at 138 and 215 
pounds, respectively.
	 Ketterhagen had a first-
round bye, then had a pin and 
a major decision to reach the 
final. There, he earned a 9-4 de-
cision over Fernando Marquina 
of Catholic Memorial.
	 After a bye in the first round, 
Beighton picked up a pair of 
pins in the quarterfinals and 
semifinals. It took less than 
a period for Beighton to se-
cure the regional crown, as he 
pinned Thomas Cassady of 
Lake Mills in 1 minute, 54 sec-
onds.
	 Three other wrestlers made 
their respective finals for the 
Comets and finished second – 
Jacob Huff at 157, Brody Nich-
ols at 175 and John Fusco at 
190.
	 Huff bounced back after fin-
ishing third at the RVC meet. 
He reached the final with a pin 
and a tech fall before being 
pinned in the first-place match, 
but came back with a 15-4 ma-

jor decision over Mason Wollin 
of Lake Mills for second.
	 Nichols, meanwhile, had 
a bye before winning by ma-
jor decision and fall to reach 
the final. In the championship, 
he dropped a 4-1 decision to 
James Bratz of Shoreland Lu-
theran, but came back with an 
11-0 major decision over Dom-
inic Staver of Big Foot/Wil-
liams Bay.
	 Fusco, meanwhile, had a 
bye and a pair of pins to make 
the final. There he was pinned 
by Owen Burling of Lake 
Mills, but got a 4-1 decision 
over Joe Ebel of Jefferson to 
take second.
	 Other sectional qualifiers for 
the Comets were Kevin Vaughn 
(third at 113) and Dalton War-
renburg (third at 120).

Big Foot/Williams Bay
	 In addition to Staver’s third-
place finish, BF/WB qualified 
four other wrestlers for section-
als, with Carter Ries bringing 
home the 165-pound title.

	 Ries had a first-round bye, 
then secured a pair of pins to 
make the final. There, he won 
by technical fall by outscoring 
Hunter Burr of Martin Luther 
17-0 in 3:53.
	 Ryne Huff made it to the 120 
final with a bye, a tech fall and 
a pin, but ran into Jarvis Por-
caro of Whitewater – who had 
racked up three titles and two 
runner-up finishes this year.
	 Porcaro pinned Ryne Huff 
in 3:23, but Ryne then came 
back to pin Warrenburg (Dela-
van-Darien) to secure second.
	 Also qualifying for section-
als for BF/WB were Jonah 
Henningfield (third, 126) and 
Jake DeMarco (fourth, 190).

Whitewater
	 The Whippets did every-
thing they could to secure a 
team sectional berth, even 
wrestling RVC girls 100-pound 
champion Adalynn Frye at 106 
pound to earn points.
	 Frye finished fifth and is an 
alternate for sectionals.

	 Meanwhile, in addition to 
Porcaro’s title at 120, the Whip-
pets added titles from Connor 
Friend at 144 pounds and Tray-
sen Thomason at 150.
	 Friend had a bye to the quar-
terfinals, then picked up a pair 
of pins to make the title bout. 
There, he won by fall over 
Christian Cardon of St. John’s 
Northwestern Co-op in 4:32.
	 For Thomason, the route 
was similar. A first-round bye 
was followed by a fall and then 
a tech fall. In the championship, 
he pinned Thomas O’Brien of 
Jefferson in 1:35.
	 Jasen Porcaro also made 
finals for Whitewater at 132, 
with a bye, a pin and a tech fall. 
He lost to East Troy’s Brady 
Collins by tech fall in the cham-
pionship, but took second with-
out having to wrestle, having 
previously defeated Sergio Ve-
lasquez of Shoreland Lutheran 
earlier in the day.
	 Richi Kalra was the final 
qualifier for the Whippets, tak-
ing fourth at 175.



Page 6        EAST TROY       Friday, Feb. 21, 2025

6

WISCONSIN WATCH

By Bennet Goldstein
WISCONSIN WATCH
	 This story was produced and 
originally published by Wiscon-
sin Watch, a nonprofit, nonpar-
tisan newsroom. It was made 
possible by donors like you.
	 Katie McCullough moved 
to Wisconsin in 2021. Her 
COVID pandemic purchase of 
36 acres near the village of Rio 
in the south-central part of the 
state was exactly what she was 
looking for. 
	 She had purchased the prop-
erty, sight unseen.
	 “I don’t regret it at all,” Mc-
Cullough, 56, said with a laugh.
	 She soon met the neighbors 
– about 10 furry lodge dwellers.
	 McCullough realized she 
had a beaver problem that made 
several acres of her property in-
accessible.
	 They live atop a small mud-
dy island and constructed a dam 
roughly a decade ago. Cattails 
grow across its 20-foot breadth. 
The dam left a once-lovely 
creek bone dry.
	 Backed-up water enlarged 
the surrounding marsh and 
pond, where sandhill cranes, 
geese and ducks meander.
	 Rooted in sodden ground, 
tall oaks – some more than 100 
years old – withered and top-
pled.
	 Friends, family and locals 
recommended trapping the ro-
dents and blowing the dam sky-
high with Tannerite.
	 The solution seemed dra-
matic and destructive.
	 “We’re all here for a pur-
pose, right? To think that bea-
vers are just born a nuisance,” 
McCullough said. “It’s tough 
because some populations do 
have to be controlled if there 
aren’t natural predators. But 
I’m not good at being a natural 
predator.”
	 Surely, other options besides 
trapping or bystanding existed.

Damming behavior
	 Beavers once numbered 
between 60 million and 400 
million across North America, 
but development and unregu-
lated hunting nearly decimated 
them. Twentieth-century con-
servation efforts helped bea-
vers recover somewhat — to a 
fraction of their historical popu-
lation.
	 Conflicts with humans en-
sued as beavers returned to 
their former ranges: chewing 
trees, plugging culverts, flood-
ing roads and farm fields.
	 Few studies quantify the 
costs of beaver damage, and 
the limited data are decades 
old. One pinned annual timber 
losses in Mississippi at $621 
million, adjusted for inflation.
	 Traditional responses in-
volve trapping and dam 
breaching, but generally, these 
interventions require regular 
enforcement because new bea-

vers move in.
	 And an expanding body of 
research showcasing beavers’ 
ecosystem and economic ben-
efits is drawing attention to the 
drawbacks of removal.
	 When beavers remain on 
the landscape, they create wet-
lands, which mitigate climate 
change impacts like drought, 
wildfires and flooding — prob-
lems increasingly seen in the 
Midwest. Other wildlife also 
depends on the habitat.
	 Advocates and ecological 
consultants are popularizing 
flow control devices, a solution 
to beaver flooding problems. 
They limit beavers’ damming 
behavior and reduce impacts 
on human infrastructure.
	 Hand-constructed with flex-
ible plastic pipes and wire fenc-
ing, several types exist: pond 
levelers, culvert fences and 
decoy dams. Some bear trade-
marks like Beaver Deceiver 
and Castor Master.
	 They aim to reduce the de-
sirability of potential dam sites, 
redirect beavers’ attention or 
“sneak” pond water away un-
noticed.
	 McCullough opted for coex-
istence.
	 State wildlife agencies 
generally regulate a trapping 
season to manage beaver pop-
ulations and minimize property 
damage. Wisconsin’s forestry 
and fisheries divisions, dozens 
of municipalities, railroad com-
panies and some tribal govern-
ments also contract with the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
to remove beavers and dams 
from designated lands and wa-
ters.
	 The state imposes few re-
strictions for handling nuisance 
beavers on private property.
	 People may hunt or trap bea-
vers and remove their dams on 
their property without obtain-
ing a license. 
	 If a beaver dam causes dam-
age to a neighboring property, 
the injured party may legally 
enter the property where the 
dam lies and remove it.
	 There also are risks to ignor-
ing one’s beavers. 
	 People who own or lease 
beaver-occupied land and don’t 
allow their neighbors to remove 
them are liable for damages.

Ditching dynamite
	 But Wisconsin wildlife 
managers recommend people 
consider alternatives before 
killing the animals, including 
flow devices like pond levelers.
	 They date to at least the 
1920s when USDA Chief 
Field Naturalist Vernon Bailey 
proposed using an “entirely 
successful” drainage pipe con-
structed with logs and threaded 
through the dam.
	 Subsequent testing indicated 
that early levelers sometimes 
failed, but the concept has 

Opting for coexistence with beavers
Some Wisconsin landowners use non-lethal ways to manage nuisance animals

JOE TIMMERMAN FOR WISCONSIN WATCH Southern Lakes Newspapers

	 Katie McCullough, 56, paddles across a pond on her property with her dog, Ky, 
on Oct. 18, 2024, near Rio. McCullough installed a pond leveler on her property after 
discovering an active beaver lodge and dam.

JOE TIMMERMAN FOR WISCONSIN WATCHSouthern Lakes Newspapers

	 Dan Fuhs, co-owner of Native Range Ecological, installs 
a pond leveler in October 2023, near the village of Rio.

JOE TIMMERMAN FOR WISCONSIN WATCHSouthern Lakes Newspapers

	 A beaver swims across a pond on Katie McCullough’s 
property on Oct. 23, 2024, near Rio.

evolved.
	 Modern devices control 
water height using a flexible 
plastic tube resting on a pond’s 
bottom. A cage surrounds the 
intake and prevents beavers 
from swimming close enough 
to detect flowing water, which 
researchers believe triggers 
their building itch. The other 
end of the tube passes through 
the dam, forming a permanent 
leak.
	 Installers say levelers, which 
cost $2,000 to $4,000, function 
for about 10 years and require 
little maintenance. They can 
modify setups to accommodate 
fish passage, narrow and shal-
low streams, large ponds and 
downstream beaver dams.
	 “The best solutions obvi-
ously are going to be ones that 
work for the beavers and that 
work for us,” said Massachu-
setts-based Beaver Solutions 
owner Mike Callahan, who has 
installed more than 2,000 flow 
devices and trains consultants.
	 States throughout the Mis-
sissippi River basin, including 
Illinois, Kentucky, Minneso-
ta and Missouri, recommend 
flow devices, but with varying 
awareness of best practices.

Pond levelers relatively 
uncommon in Wisconsin
	 Wisconsin residents have 
constructed beaver pond level-
ers, as have the Department of 
Natural Resources and USDA. 
But state natural resources staff 
say they rarely receive inqui-
ries.
	 Despite their simple design, 
obtaining state authorization to 
install a flow device often takes 
longer than other activities like 
small-scale dredging and riprap 
installation because Wisconsin 
lacks a standard pond leveler 
permit.
	 Projects can vary across 
designs, siting and placement, 
with potentially significant im-
pacts to where and how pond 
water flows, said Crystal von-
Holdt, department waterways 
policy coordinator.
	 The law requires employees 
to evaluate impacts to water 
quality, navigation, wildlife, 
scenic beauty and public access 
to boating and fishing.
	 A department staff member 
told McCullough’s contractor 
and restoration ecologist Clay 
Frazer – who has overseen 
multiple beaver-related projects 
in Wisconsin like mock beaver 
dams – that many landowners 
opt not to install them after 
learning of the challenges.
	 Hiring a consultant to 
navigate the process can be 
cost-prohibitive.
	 McCullough’s bill exceeded 
$10,000, but a grant offset it.
	 Proponents say the require-
ments usher landowners toward 
a lethal resolution, which Wis-
consin’s beaver trapping rules 
seemingly favor.

Community levels 
with beavers
	 Billerica, Massachusetts, 
had a flooding problem.
	 The town’s troubles fol-
lowed a 1996 statewide voter 
referendum that banned foot-
hold traps. Conflicts increased 
as the beavers expanded into 
the community, home to more 
than 42,000 residents along 
with wetlands, streams and two 
rivers. Prime habitat.
	 Things came to a head in 
2000, and the town contracted 
with Callahan to address the 
problem non-lethally. At 43 
locations where the town tra-
ditionally utilized trapping, he 
installed flow devices.

at best, temporary solutions.
	 “If you have a crappy de-
sign, yeah, it’s not going to 
work.”
	 But Callahan estimates one 
in four beaver showdowns in 
Massachusetts require trapping.
	 Levelers aren’t effective in 
high-flow streams or developed 
floodplains, he said, where even 
a foot of water could swamp a 
home or neighborhood.
	 Drainage and irrigation 
ditches also aren’t ideal sites 
nor locations where water must 
be lowered to a depth in which 
beavers can’t live.
	 Jimmy Taylor, assistant di-
rector of the USDA’s National 
Wildlife Research Center, said 
flow devices have their uses but 
aren’t a beaver control substi-
tute.
	 Damage control can alterna-
tively involve removing dams, 
lodges and the plants beavers 
eat; installing fences or scary 
props and noisemakers; apply-
ing spicy or bitter repellants to 
food sources; and shooting.
	 People tolerate beavers until 
conflict reaches a threshold.
	 One survey found that most 
landowners were open to bea-
vers remaining on their proper-
ty when they were offered in-
centives – a finding that could 
bolster support for investing in 
non-lethal techniques.
	 Previous efforts in Congress 
to appropriate several million 
dollars toward those efforts 
have proven unsuccessful.

Seeking to change 
‘hearts and minds’
	 Frazer and McCullough 
hope to streamline Wisconsin 
permitting, making their case 
“one good flow device at a 
time.”
	 “It’s statutes. It’s permit-

ting,” Frazer said. “But it’s also 
just hearts and minds. It’s peo-
ple changing the culture of how 
they think about beaver.”
	 Their ponds look messy – 
dead trees and all – but to bea-
ver backers, their value rivals 
rainforests or coral reefs.
	 A smiling, buck-toothed 
beaver statue sits on the gravel 
driveway outside her home. Its 
concrete paws grasp a skinny 
tree stump, chewed to a sharp 
point.
	 McCullough’s sister, who 
lives in North Carolina, locat-
ed the cartoonish creature on 
Facebook and gave it a fresh 
paint job – a family rib over 
McCullough’s beaver troubles.
	 Too heavy to mail, the 
50-pound figurine hitched rides 
to weddings and socials, crawl-
ing its way north to Wisconsin 
like a baton handoff in a relay.
	 After a year, it finally ar-
rived.
	 This story was produced in 
partnership with the Mississippi 
River Basin Ag & Water Desk, 
an editorially independent re-
porting network, of which Wis-
consin Watch is a member. It 
was also reported with support 
from the Solutions Journalism 
Network, a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to rigorous and 
compelling reporting about re-
sponses to social problems.
	 The nonprofit Wisconsin 
Watch (WisconsinWatch.org) 
collaborates with WPR, PBS 
Wisconsin, other news media 
and the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison School of Journal-
ism and Mass Communication. 
All works created, published, 
posted or disseminated by Wis-
consin Watch do not necessari-
ly reflect the views or opinions 
of Southern Lakes Newspapers 
or any of its affiliates.

	 “They’re kind of instru-
mental in preventing certain 
culverts and major roads here 
in town from getting flooded,” 
said Isabel Tourkantonis, the 
town’s director of environmen-
tal affairs.
	 Trapping continued at an-
other 12 sites because the de-
vices either failed or the land-
scape made their use untenable.
	 Non-lethal management 
saved Billerica taxpayers 
$7,740 annually in avoided 
trapping and dam removal 
costs, according to a town anal-
ysis. The number of beavers 
killed dropped more than five-
fold.
	 Maintaining 380 acres of 
beaver-created wetlands pro-
vided an estimated $2 million 
of free services each year, in-
cluding water filtration, flood 
reduction and plant and wildlife 
habitat.
	 “If there’s a way to co-exist 
with an important animal popu-
lation, that’s, I would think, the 
goal,” Tourkantonis said.
	 Massachusetts landowners 
navigate a different permitting 
process for flow devices.
	 They only need to obtain 
approval from a local health 
board or conservation commis-
sion – generally at little cost. It 
takes a few days.
	 Tourkantonis said such pro-
cedures cut “through the red 
tape and make it a little bit easi-
er for folks to address an imme-
diate public safety hazard.”

Flow devices have limits
	 Scientists have conducted 
virtually no peer-reviewed re-
search evaluating the effective-
ness of flow devices.
	 But studies supporting their 
use documented financial sav-
ings, high customer satisfaction 
and trapping reduction.
	 Callahan analyzed 482 sites 
where he added flow devices 
or trapped and found only 13% 
of pond levelers failed within 
two years compared to 72% of 
trapping sites to which beavers 
returned.
	 Yet flow devices aren’t sil-
ver bullets.
	 A study conducted by the 
USDA’s wildlife control agen-
cy in Mississippi indicated that 
half of levelers failed to meet 
landowners’ goals – although 
the participants didn’t always 
maintain them.
	 Callahan, like many coex-
istence proponents, attributes 
device ineffectiveness to the 
faulty installation of outdat-
ed models. They say this can 
confirm preexisting beliefs that 
flow devices are ineffective, or 
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LEGAL NOTICES

INVITATION TO BID
Town of Spring Prairie

Walworth County

OWNER: Town of Spring Prai-
rie, Walworth County, Wisconsin 
hereby gives notice that they will 
receive sealed bids for sealcoat-
ing of town roads. Sealed bids 
shall be in a separate envelope 
and shall be clearly labeled.

“2025 Town of Spring Prairie 
Sealcoating – Sealed Bid En-
closed”

BID DEADLINE: Sealed bids 
will be received by the Town of 
Spring Prairie until 6:45 p.m. 
CDT, on Monday, March 10th, 
2025, at the Town of Spring 
Prairie Town Hall, N6097 State 
Road 120, Burlington, Wiscon-
sin 53105.

BID OPENING: Sealed Bids will 
be opening publicly and read 
aloud at a special Town Board 
meeting on Monday, March 10th, 
2025, at the Town of Spring Prai-
rie Town Hall, N6097 State Road 
120, Burlington, Wisconsin, 
53105.

CONTRACT AWARD: Award 
will be made at the bid opening 
or by the next town board meet-
ing Monday April 14th, 2025. All 
bids will be reviewed for accura-
cy and completeness before an 
award is made. Owner reserves 
the right to postpone the award 
of the Contract for a period not 
exceeding 60 days from the date 
of the bid opening Bids shall re-
main firm for that period of time.

PROJECT: The work, official-
ly known as “2025 Town Road 
Sealcoating – Town of Spring 
Prairie” consists of the following:

Sealcoating and mastic 
patching of the following Town 
Roads or portions thereof:

The bid shall include the follow-
ing:

1. HFRS2 or equivalent liquid 
asphalt furnished, heated, 
and applied at a rate of .28 
gallons per square yard.
2. Sealcoating to be done with 
¼” black granite.
3. All surfaces swept prior to 
chip sealing.
4. Sweeping of excess aggre-
gate with a pick-up broom to 
be completed within two to 
seven (2-7) days after appli-
cation

The road list is as follows:

Hargraves Rd - Potter Rd to Hwy 
D approx. 1.9mi
Spring Prairie Rd - Johnson Rd 

to Hwy DD approx. 1.0mi
Johnson Rd - Spring Prairie Rd 
to Potter Rd approx. 1.0mi

The length and widths of the 
road are approximate. Road 
lengths and widths are to be ver-
ified by the contractor. Bid prices 
for each road shall be complete 
prices. No estimates will be ac-
cepted.

For more information, please 
contact Jeff Siegler at 262-949-
1674 for additional detail or reach 
out to the Town Hall at 262-642-
7477, via cell 262-441-1721 or 
clerk@townofspringprairiewi.
gov.

BID REJECTIONS/ACCEP-
TANCE: Owner reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids, 
waive any informalities in bid-
ding, or to accept the bid or bids 
which best serve the interests of 
the Town.

BID WITHDRAWL: No bid shall 
be withdrawn for a period of 15 
days after the scheduled open-
ing of the bids without the con-
sent of the Owner.

(Published in
Elkhorn Independent and 

Standard Press
Feb. 20, 27, & March 6

and East Troy News
Feb. 21, 28, & March 7, 2025

WNAXLP - 468176)

PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Please take notice that a public 
hearing will be held by the Wal-
worth County Board of Adjust-
ment on March 12, 2025, at 9:00 
a.m. and decisions on March 13, 
2025, at 9:00 a.m. in the County 
Board Room (Room 114) in the 
Government Center (formerly 
known as the Courthouse), 100 
W. Walworth Street, Elkhorn, 
Wisconsin to consider the fol-
lowing:

1.	CALL TO ORDER

2.	ROLL CALL

3.	APPROVAL OF THE AGEN-
DA

4.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES, 
February 12 & 13, 2025

5.	NEW BUSINESS

A.	Variance Petitions

1. Lauderdale Residence 
Trust, owner / Aiden Stevens, 
applicant – Section(s) 26 – La 
Grange Township

Applicants are requesting a vari-
ance from Section(s) 74-174 / 

74-181 of Walworth County’s 
Code of Ordinances – Shore-
land Zoning to construct a resi-
dence.  The Ordinance requires 
a 75 foot shore yard setback.  
The applicants are requesting 
shore yard setbacks of 65 feet 
for the residence and 30.3 feet 
for the driveway.  The proper-
ty is zoned R-1, Single-Family 
Residence District (unsewered).  
The property is described as Tax 
Parcel(s) H LG2600027 and is 
located at N7688 West Shore 
Drive, Elkhorn,  Wisconsin.

2. Barbara A. Touchett & 
James E. Walsh Jr., owners 
/ Barb Touchett & Jim Walsh, 
applicants – Section(s) 21 – 
Delavan Township

Applicants are requesting a vari-
ance from Section(s) 74-181 
/ 74-219 / 74-221 of Walworth 
County’s Code of Ordinances – 
Shoreland Zoning to construct 
additions to a residence.  The 
Ordinance requires a 25 foot 
rear yard setback and a 5 foot 
side yard setback.  The appli-
cants are requesting a 23.5 foot 
rear yard and a 3.9 foot side 
yard.  The property is zoned 
R-2A, Single-Family Residence 
District (sewered).  The proper-
ty is described as Tax Parcel(s) 
FDLA  00174 and is located at 
1502 State Street, Delavan, 
Wisconsin.

3. Dennis L. & Laurie A. 
Gaszak Sr., owners / Dennis 
& Laurie Gaszak, applicants 
– Section(s) 10 – East Troy 
Township

Applicants are requesting a vari-
ance from Section(s) 74-165 
/ 74-181 / 74-221 of Walworth 
County’s Code of Ordinances – 
Shoreland Zoning to construct 
an accessory structure.  The 
Ordinance requires a 25 foot 
street yard setback and 25 foot 
rear yard setback.  The appli-
cants are requesting a 16.6 
foot street yard and 3 foot rear 
yard.  The property is zoned 
R-2, Single-Family Residence 
District (sewered).  The proper-
ty is described as Tax Parcel(s) 
PMR   00102E and is located 
at N9110 Ash Street, East Troy, 
Wisconsin.

4. Kyle P. & Kelly M. Salek, 
owners / Kyle Salek, applicant 
– Section(s) 26 – La Grange 
Township

Applicants are requesting a vari-
ance from Section(s) 74-181 
/ 74-201 / 74-221 of Walworth 
County’s Code of Ordinances – 
Shoreland Zoning to construct 
additions to a residence.  The 
Ordinance requires a 25 foot 
street yard setback and prohibits 
the addition from being in the 50 
foot vision triangle of an inter-

section.  The applicants are re-
questing 15 foot street yards and 
an addition within the 50 foot 
vision triangle of an intersec-
tion.  The property is zoned R-1, 
Single-Family Residence Dis-
trict (unsewered).  The property 
is described as Tax Parcel(s) 
HFP   00016 and is located at 
W5566 Wren Street, Elkhorn, 
Wisconsin.

6.	OTHER BUSINESS

7.	STAFF REPORTS

8.	ADJOURNMENT

The Board of Adjustment takes 
testimony and will then recess 
for the purpose of viewing prop-
erties if needed, thereafter, will 
reconvene into open session to 
deliberate and make decisions 
on March 13, 2025, at 9:00 a.m.

WALWORTH COUNTY BOARD 
OF ADJUSTMENT

Rose Smith-Miller, Secretary

If uncertain of the location of 
the Government Center, contact 
the Land Management Office at 
(262) 741-4972.  Requests and 
arrangements for handicapped 
access, sign language interpret-
er, or other assistance; please 
call our offices at (262) 741-
4972 at least 48 hours prior to 
the meeting.

(Published in Elkhorn 
Independent, Delavan 

Enterprise and Whitewater 
Register Feb. 20 & 27 and
East Troy News, Walworth/

Fontana/Williams Bay Times, 
and Sharon Reporter
Feb. 21 & 28, 2025
WNAXLP - 468086)

ORDINANCE 
AMENDING 

WALWORTH COUNTY 
CODE OF ORDINANCES
WHEREAS the Walworth Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors has 
heretofore been petitioned to 
amend the Walworth County 
Code of Ordinances, and

WHEREAS the petition has 
been referred to the County 
Zoning Agency for public hear-
ing, and

WHEREAS the County Zoning 
Agency, on due notice, con-
ducted a public hearing on the 
proposed amendment, and filed 
their recommendation with the 
Board, and

WHEREAS the proposed 

amendment has been given due 
consideration by the Board in 
open session,

NOW THEREFORE, THE Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors of the 
County of Walworth do ordain 
as follows:

The Walworth County Code of 
Ordinances, Zoning and Shore-
land Zoning Ordinance (and 
accompanying Zoning Map) is 
amended in the following re-
spects:

1. West Rod Cottage Industries, 
Town of East Troy – Filed a pe-
tition to amend SAID ZONING 
MAPS FROM C-4 LOWLAND 
RESOURCE CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT TO C-2 UPLAND 
RESOURCE CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT  THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED LANDS:

Tax parcel # P ET1800006A, 
Section 18, East Troy Township.

2. Big Foot Holdings, LLC, Town 
of Linn – Filed a petition to 
amend SAID ZONING MAPS 
FROM R-4 MULTIPLE-FAM-
ILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT 
(SEWERED OR UNSEWERED) 
AND B-3 WATERFRONT BUSI-
NESS DISTRICT TO R-1 SIN-
GLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE 
DISTRICT (UNSEWERED) THE 
FOLLOWING DESCRIBED 
LANDS:

Tax parcel # I L 1200005F, Sec-
tion 12, Linn Township.

All lands on tax parcel I L 
1200005F to be rezoned to R-1.

ATTEST this 14th day of 
January, 2025.
Rick Stacey
County Board Chair		
	
ATTEST this 14th day of 
January, 2025.
Susi Pike
County Clerk

(Published in Elkhorn 
Independent, Delavan 

Enterprise and Whitewater 
Register Feb. 20 and

East Troy News, Walworth/
Fontana/Williams Bay Times, 

and Sharon Reporter
Feb. 21, 2025

WNAXLP - 468043)

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
ON AMENDMENT OF A 

MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MAP 

FOR WALWORTH COUNTY 
2050 WITH UPDATE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that a public hearing will be held 
by the County Zoning Agency 
in the County Board Meeting 
Room of the Government Center 
located at 100 West Walworth 
Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin on 
Thursday, March 20, 2025 at 
5:30 p.m. covering proposed 
amendment to the Multi-Juris-
dictional Comprehensive Plan 
Map for Walworth County 2050. 

(The items may not necessarily 
be heard in the order listed on 
this notice.)

Amendments to Multi-Juris-
dictional Comprehensive Plan 
Map for Walworth County 2050

Joan Coehoorn – Owner, Sec-
tion 27, Darien Township. The 
property owner is requesting to 
amend approximately 40 acres 
shown on the Multi-Jurisdic-
tional Comprehensive Plan from 
(AP) Prime Agricultural to the 
(I) Industrial land use category, 
and a determination that such 
request meets the “extraordi-
nary circumstances” standard 
due to this request being outside 
of the annual Land Use Map 
Amendment timeframe. The re-
quested amendment is to allow 
the property owner to seek a fu-
ture rezone from the A-1 Prime 
Agricultural Land District to M-1 
Industrial District for a principal 
use for warehousing facility. The 
property of concern is located 
on the west side of Old Highway 
89, approximately 310 feet north 
of the intersection of Old High-
way 89 and Rolling Meadow 
Drive, identified as the western 
half of Tax Parcel B D 2700008.

Pursuant to Section 66.1001(4) 
Wis. Stats.

The petitions to amend said 
comprehensive plan map are 
on file at the Land Use and Re-
source Management Depart-
ment, Elkhorn, Wisconsin.

Dated this 14th day of February, 
2025.

Walworth County Zoning Agen-
cy requests any arrangements 
for handicapped access, sign 
language interpreter, or other 
assistance; please call our Offic-
es at 262-741-4972 at least 48 
hours prior to the Meeting. 

(Published in Elkhorn 
Independent, Delavan 

Enterprise and Whitewater 
Register Feb. 20 and

East Troy News, Walworth/
Fontana/Williams Bay Times, 

and Sharon Reporter
Feb. 21, 2025

WNAXLP - 468171)

TIMOTHY NOETHEN
	 Timothy “Tim” Noethen, 
68, of East Troy and more 
recently of Stevens Point, 
passed away peacefully at 
home on Feb. 8, 2025, after 
many years of fighting multi-
ple medical conditions.
	 Tim was born July 21, 
1956, in East Lansing, Mich-
igan, at Michigan State Uni-
versity Hospital, to the late 
Robert and Wilma (Schef-
fert) Noethen. He grew up 
in Bolingbrook, Illinois, and 
graduated from Naperville 
Central High School in 1974. 
While in high school, Tim 
was on the gymnastics team 
and participated in plays and 
musicals.
	 On June 14, 1980, Tim 
married Colleen Murphy. To-
gether, they built a beautiful 
life together, welcoming a 
daughter, Tiffany. When Tif-
fany had children of her own, 
their family grew with the 
addition of two granddaugh-
ters, Riley and Ruby. In their 
early years of marriage, Tim 
worked hard to obtain a Bach-
elor Degree in Education from 
Carroll College in Waukesha, 
graduating in 1986. From 
there, he also obtained a Mas-
ter’s of Education and Admin-
istration degree. In 1986, Tim 
began working at East Troy 
High School where he taught 
Spanish for 25 years, until his 
retirement in 2011. In addition 

to teaching, 
he also ded-
icated time 
to coaching 
high school 
girl’s bas-
k e t b a l l , 
softball, and 
golf, as well 
as directing 

and building sets for numer-
ous high school plays and 
musicals.
	 When Tim found himself 
with some spare time, he en-
joyed fishing, wood working, 
and digging into his family’s 
genealogy. More recently, he 
found fulfillment in volun-
teering at the Walworth Coun-
ty Historical Society twice a 
week.
	 Tim is survived by his 
beloved wife, Colleen; his 
daughter, Tiffany Miskowski; 
his granddaughters, Riley and 
Ruby Miskowski; and his sis-
ter, Melinda Evers.
	 Tim was preceded in death 
by his parents, Robert and 
Wilma.
	 A Celebration of Life will 
be held in Tim’s honor on 
March 22, 2025, from 1 until 
4 p.m. at the East Troy House; 
Back Stage - 2093 Division 
Street, East Troy.
	 Shuda Funeral Chapel is 
honored to be assisting the 
family. Online condolences 
may be sent by visiting www.
shudafuneral.com.

Obituary

Dear W.C.,
	 I hope you can help me.
	 My husband passed away 
five years ago, and I had been 
trying to manage in the home 
we shared for 40 years. Being 
an older home, it needed a 
lot of work. I could no longer 
keep up, so I hired some 
people I mistakenly trusted to 
do some of the repairs, and 
they took advantage of me. 
I paid for work that was not 
done properly or at all.
	 I made the mistake of 
taking out a loan to get more 
work done and could no 
longer afford to live in my 
beloved home. I had to sell 
the house but did not realize 
I would not be receiving any 
money from the sale due to 
the loans and several liens 
my husband had never told 
me about.
	 I will barely break even 
on the home and must move 
out in a week. I found a one-
bedroom apartment I should 
be able to afford but I do 
not have enough money for 
the security deposit and two 
months rent they are asking 
for.
	 I am terrified of becoming 

The time is now to help

By
SAL
DIMICELI
Columnist

Elderly woman able to 
avoid homelessness

homeless at 79 years old. You 
are my only hope to keep that 
from happening.

Dear readers,
	 We have seen our fair 
share of senior citizens who 
were taken advantage of due 
to home repair scams. How 
anyone could take advantage 
of a widowed older woman 
is hard to comprehend, but 
sadly, that is the world we 
live in.
	 Since she had already sold 
her home by the time she 
had written her letter to The 
Time is Now to Help, I was 
concerned where she was 
living. 
	 When I contacted the 
woman, I found she had 
been forced to move into a 
motel. Even the sale of her 
home had not been handled 
properly to allow the woman 

time to find a solution to 
her homelessness. All her 
belongings had been packed 
or thrown out and what 
little was left was in a small 
storage unit. With the cost of 
a motel room adding up daily 
she would soon lose those 
belongings when she could 
no longer afford to pay for a 
storage unit. 
	 The elderly woman was 
clearly distressed when I 
spoke to her. She also was 
distrustful and suspicious 
about speaking with me after 
all the people that had taken 
advantage of her trusting 
demeanor. After we spoke 
for a long time, she began to 
trust and even hope again. 
Tears of fear soon turned into 
tears of relief from the fear 
she was living in. 
	 We were then able to work 
on getting her out of the 
motel and into the apartment 
she had found. The rent was 
reasonable, and the apartment 
was accessible for her 
arthritic knees and hips. We 
spoke about what she would 
need for her apartment – a 
much hoped for new bed, 
several household necessities 

to replace what had been 
lost during her move, and a 
payment on her utilities to 
give her a head start on that 
expense.
	 We also paid for her motel 
room for two weeks, the time 
the landlord needed until her 
apartment would be ready. 
This assistance would allow 
the woman to escape the 
stress of poverty she was 
falling further into every day. 
	 Once the woman was 
moved into her apartment, 
I called to check on her. No 
longer did I hear distrust and 
fear. This time it sounded like 
a completely different woman 
as she spoke with excitement 
about her new apartment, 
sleeping in her new bed, and 
her ability to purchase food 
without running out of money 
by the end of the month.
	 After reviewing her budget 
one more time, we both 
laughed when she said, “I 
guess this means I graduated 
from The Time is Now.” 
I answered, “I think you 
graduated with honors.”
	 Thank you to the Family 

See TIME IS NOW, Back Page
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WALWORTH COUNTY 
BOARD OF

SUPERVISORS
MEETING

JANUARY 14, 2025

The Walworth County Board of 
Supervisors meeting was called 
to order by Chair Rick Stacey at 
5:00 p.m. in the County Board 
Room at the Walworth Coun-
ty Government Center, 100 W. 
Walworth Street, Elkhorn, Wis-
consin.

Roll call was conducted and 
the following Supervisors were 
present: Chair Rick Stacey; 
Vice-Chair Sheila T. Reiff; Su-
pervisors Brian Holt, Dennis G. 
Karbowski, Joanne Laufenberg, 
Kenneth H. Monroe, Susan M. 
Pruessing, Joseph H. Schaefer, 
and Bud Wojcik. Supervisors 
Kathy Ingersoll and Al Stanek 
were remote. A quorum was es-
tablished. 

Others in attendance: 
Walworth County Administrator 
Mark W. Luberda; and Corpora-
tion Counsel/Director-Land Use 
Resource Management Michael 
Cotter.

Joseph H. Schaefer, Walworth 
County Board Supervisor, Dis-
trict #2, delivered the invocation.  

Amendments, Withdrawals, 
and Approval of Agenda
On motion by Supervisor Kar-
bowski, second by Supervisor 
Schaefer, the agenda was ap-
proved by voice vote with no 
withdrawals.

Approval of the Minutes
On motion by Supervisor Holt, 
second by Vice-Chair Reiff, the 
December 10, 2024 Committee 
of the Whole Meeting minutes 
and the December 10, 2024 
County Board of Supervisors 
Meeting minutes were approved 
by voice vote.

Comment Period by Mem-
bers of the Public Concerning 
Items on the Agenda
There was none.

Appointments/Elections
There were none.

Communications and Matters 

to Be Referred
Chair Stacey announced that 
unless there was a request for 
an individual communication to 
be discussed, the Clerk would 
dispense with the reading of 
each title and the Chair would 
direct that all communications 
be referred or placed on file as 
indicated on the agenda.
1. Claims Received After Agen-
da Mailing
2. Claims: a) Petition for Writ of 
Certiorari and Claim for Relief – 
Delavan Lake Sanitary District, 
Petitioner v. Walworth County 
Board of Adjustment and Wal-
worth County, Respondents 
(To be referred to the Executive 
Committee)
3. Jackson County Res. No. 57-
12-2024; Town of Curran Res. 
No. 2024-1; Town of Hixton Res. 
No. 2024-02; Town of Knapp 
Res. No. 1-2024; Village of Mel-
rose Res. No. 4-2024; Village 
of Merrillan Res. No. 21-2024; 
Town of Adams Res. No. 2024-
01; Town of Bear Bluff Res. No. 
24-1; Town of Manchester Res. 
No. 2024-03 regarding the re-
quest for help and assistance 
to decrease the continuing neg-
ative impact the elk are having 
on affected citizens and their 
property in Jackson County (To 
be placed on file)
4. Correspondence from County 
Clerk Susi Pike regarding Wal-
worth County Elected Officials 
Bond (To be placed on file)
5. Correspondence from United 
Way of Walworth County Board 
of Directors and Executive Di-
rector Brian Holt Re: Allocation 
of ARPA Grant Funding for 2024 
(To be placed on file)
6. Report of the County Clerk 
Regarding Communications Re-
ceived by the Board and Recom-
mended to be Placed on File
	 • None
7. Report of the County Clerk 
Regarding Communications Re-
ceived by the Board After Agen-
da Mailing
	 • Claims: a) Claim for Dam-
aged Property – Isaiah Garcia; 
b) Notice of Injury and Claim – 
Jayden Paul (To be referred to 
the Executive Committee)
	 • Chippewa County Res. No. 
53-24 – Resolution to Formally 
Support the Creation of an In-
patient Psychiatric Treatment 
Facility in Northern Wisconsin 
– Tim Easker (To be referred to 
the Health and Human Services 

Board)
8. Report of the County Clerk 
Regarding Zoning Petitions (To 
be referred to the County Zoning 
Agency)
	 • Lake Beulah Holdings LLC 
C/O Chris Trebatowski, East 
Troy Township. Rezone approxi-
mately 1.1 acres of B-3 Water-
front Business District to R-1 
Single-Family Residence Dis-
trict.

Unfinished Business 

New Business

Reports of Standing Commit-
tees

County Zoning Agency Re-
port of Proposed Zoning 
Amendments
1. West Rod Cottage Industries 
C/O John Stoss – Owner, Sec-
tion 18, East Troy Township. Re-
zone approximately 0.37 acres 
of C-4 to C-2 – Approved 6-0 
(Supervisor Stacey recused 
himself) (December 19, 2024 
County Zoning Agency Public 
Hearing)
Chair Stacey relinquished the 
Chair to Vice-Chair Reiff and 
recused himself due to a con-
flict of interest at 5:05 p.m. 
Stacey noted the petitioner for 
Item #1, West Rod Cottage In-
dustries, is a direct neighbor of 
his and is seated on the Lake 
District board. On motion by 
Supervisor Pruessing, second 
by Supervisor Karbowski, Item 
#1 of the County Zoning Agen-
cy Report of Proposed Zoning 
Amendments was approved as 
recommended by the County 
Zoning Agency by voice vote. 
Chair Stacey resumed as Chair 
at 5:06 p.m. 
 
2. Big Foot Holdings LLC – Own-
er, David Schawk – Applicant, 
Section 12, Linn Township. Re-
zone approximately 0.58 acres 
of R-4 and B-3 to R-1 – Ap-
proved 7-0 (December 19, 2024 
County Zoning Agency Public 
Hearing)
On motion by Supervisor 
Schaefer, second by Supervisor 
Pruessing, Item #2 of the Coun-
ty Zoning Agency Report of Pro-
posed Zoning Amendments was 
approved as recommended by 
the County Zoning Agency by 
voice vote. 

Executive Committee
1. Ord. No. 1360-01/25 – 
Amending Section 2-134 of 
the Walworth County Code of 
Ordinances Relating to Chil-
dren with Disabilities Education 
Board – Vote Required: Majority 
(Recommended by the Execu-
tive Committee 5-0 and the Chil-
dren with Disabilities Education 
Board 5-0)
On motion by Supervisor Holt, 
second by Supervisor Monroe, 
Item #1, Ord. No. 1360-01/25, 
was approved by voice vote. 

Finance Committee
1. Res. No. 63-01/25 – Autho-
rizing a Budget Amendment 
of $325,000 in the Walworth 
County Sheriff’s Office Budget 
for Patrol Overtime and Associ-
ated Fringe Benefits for the Year 
Ended December 31, 2024 – 
Vote Required: Two-thirds (Rec-
ommended by the Executive 
Committee  5-0 and the Finance 
Committee 4-0)
2. Res. No. 64-01/25 – Autho-
rizing the Closure of Highway 
Project CTH C USH 14 to USH 
14 and Transferring Remaining 
Funds to the Road and Bridge 
Construction Committed Fund 
Balance for the Year Ended 
December 31, 2024 – Vote 
Required: Two-thirds (Recom-
mended by the Public Works 
Committee 5-0 and the Finance 
Committee 4-0)
3. Res. No. 65-01/25 – Autho-
rizing the Closure of Two Capi-
tal Projects Completed During 
2024 and Transferring Remain-
ing Funds to the General Fund 
Building/Equipment Reserve 
Committed Fund Balance for the 
Year Ended December 31, 2024 
– Vote Required: Two-thirds 
(Recommended by the Public 
Works Committee 5-0 and the 
Finance Committee 4-0)
4. Res. No. 66-01/25 – Authoriz-
ing the Application and Accep-
tance of the Office of Crime Vic-
tim Services Victim Waiting and 
Comfort Room Enhancements 
Grant and Establishing a Bud-
get – Vote Required: Two-thirds 
(Recommended by the Finance 
Committee 4-0)
5. Res. No. 67-01/25 – Authoriz-
ing the Acceptance of the Aging 
and Disability Resource Center 
(ADRC) Modernization Project 
Grant and Establishing a 2025 
Budget – Vote Required: Two-
thirds (Recommended by the 

Health and Human Services 
Board 9-0 and the Finance 
Committee 4-0)

Supervisor Karbowski offered 
a motion, second by Vice-Chair 
Reiff, to approve Item #1, Res. 
No. 63-01/25. A roll call vote was 
conducted. Total votes: 11; Ayes: 
11 – Holt, Ingersoll, Karbowski, 
Laufenberg, Monroe, Pruessing, 
Reiff, Schaefer, Stacey, Stanek, 
and Wojcik; Noes: 0; Absent: 
0. Res. No. 63-01/25 was ap-
proved by roll call vote. 
 
Supervisor Monroe offered a 
motion, second by Supervisor 
Schaefer, to approve Item #2, 
Res. No. 64-01/25. A roll call 
vote was conducted. Total votes: 
11; Ayes: 11 – Holt, Ingersoll, 
Karbowski, Laufenberg, Mon-
roe, Pruessing, Reiff, Schaefer, 
Stacey, Stanek, and Wojcik; 
Noes: 0; Absent: 0. Res. No. 64-
01/25 was approved by roll call 
vote. 

Supervisor Stanek offered a 
motion, second by Vice-Chair 
Reiff to approve Item #3, Res. 
No. 65-01/25. A roll call vote was 
conducted. Total votes: 11; Ayes: 
11 – Holt, Ingersoll, Karbowski, 
Laufenberg, Monroe, Pruessing, 
Reiff, Schaefer, Stacey, Stanek, 
and Wojcik; Noes: 0; Absent: 
0. Res. No. 65-01/25 was ap-
proved by roll call vote. 

Vice-Chair Reiff offered a mo-
tion, second by Supervisor Kar-
bowski to approve Item #4, Res. 
No. 66-01/25. A roll call vote was 
conducted. Total votes: 11; Ayes: 
11 – Holt, Ingersoll, Karbowski, 
Laufenberg, Monroe, Pruessing, 
Reiff, Schaefer, Stacey, Stanek, 
and Wojcik; Noes: 0; Absent: 
0. Res. No. 66-01/25 was ap-
proved by roll call vote. 

Supervisor Holt offered a mo-
tion, second by Supervisor In-
gersoll, to approve Item #5, Res. 
No. 67-01/25. A roll call vote was 
conducted. Total votes: 11; Ayes: 
11 – Holt, Ingersoll, Karbowski, 
Laufenberg, Monroe, Pruessing, 
Reiff, Schaefer, Stacey, Stanek, 
and Wojcik; Noes: 0; Absent: 
0. Res. No. 67-01/25 was ap-
proved by roll call vote. 

Transportation Coordinating 
Committee
1. Res. No. 68-01/25 – Authoriz-

ing the Rebranding of the Trans-
portation Programs – Vote Re-
quired: Majority (Recommended 
by the Transportation Coordinat-
ing Committee 5-0)
On motion by Supervisor Mon-
roe, second by Supervisor 
Stanek, Item #1, Res. No. 68-
01/25, was approved by voice 
vote. 

Reports of Special Commit-
tees
There were none.

Comment Period by Mem-
bers of the Public Concerning 
Items Not on the Agenda
Eryca Card of Elkhorn, Wiscon-
sin, a teacher for the Elkhorn 
Area School District, present-
ed a project involving Middle 
School 6th-grade students who 
wish to create picnic tables for 
the Veteran’s Park. Card re-
quested approval to be placed 
on the next County Board Agen-
da for the students to present 
their proposal. 

Chairperson’s Report 
There was none.

Adjournment
On motion by Supervisor Mon-
roe, second by Supervisor 
Schaefer, the meeting was ad-
journed at 5:19 p.m.

Prepared By: Kathleen Aukland, 
Administrative Assistant
Submitted By: Susi Pike, County 
Clerk

STATE OF WISCONSIN     )
			              ) SS
COUNTY OF WALWORTH)

I, Susi Pike, County Clerk in 
and for the County aforesaid, 
do hereby certify that the fore-
going is a true and correct copy 
of the proceedings of the Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors for the 
January 14, 2025 meeting. 

(Published in Elkhorn 
Independent, Delavan 

Enterprise and Whitewater 
Register Feb. 20 and

East Troy News, Walworth/
Fontana/Williams Bay Times, 

and Sharon Reporter
Feb. 21, 2025
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LEGAL NOTICE

•	Time is now   (Continued from page 7)

Foundation for providing 
a $40,000 matching grant. 
We hope you will take 
advantage of this as your 
donations will be matched 
dollar for dollar, doubling 
your donation and the 
assistance we will be able to 
provide. Thank you!

Health & Happiness,
Love and God bless 

everyone, Sal

	 Please help: There are 
many coming to us in 
desperation. Our good 
fellow creations need our 

compassion. Together we 
make a big difference. Make 
checks payable to: The Time 
Is Now to Help, P.O. Box 
1, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. 
The Time Is Now to Help 
is a federally recognized 
501(c)3 charitable 
organization. You will 
receive a tax deductible, 
itemized thank you receipt 
showing how 100% of your 
donation was used. Please 
visit our website for more 
information, to read more 
columns and/or to make a 
donation.

	 Prayer chain: Bill, Brian, 
Mike, Sylvia, Megan, 
Kayla, Maria C., Judy, 
Scott, Annie, Marilyn, 
Brandon, Helen, Dennis, 
Mary, Joseph, Jordan, Jean, 
Tom L., Dr. Peter, Matthew, 
Pam E., Jenene B., John S., 
Patricia H., Wendy, Eric, 
Anthony, Mary, Charlie, 
Tom P., Christina, Billy, 
Mike, Cheryl, Bryan E., 
Betty, Ellie, Concetta, 
Cheryl, Kirubel M., Wanda 
L., Joan, Bruce and Andy.
	 For more information, 
visit timeisnowtohelp.org.

System to help communities 
track and respond to overdose
	 The Wisconsin Department 
of Health Services has launched 
an innovative new online tool 
for people working in overdose 
spike response, substance use 
prevention, harm reduction, 
treatment, and recovery. 
	 The Wisconsin Suspected 
Overdose Alerts for Rapid Re-
sponse (WiSOARR) system 
will provide near real-time data 
on when and where suspected 
overdoses may have occurred 
to inform immediate actions to 
address drug overdoses.
	 “WiSOARR gives our sub-
stance use partners a faster and 
clearer understanding of when 
and where suspected overdoses 
are occurring in their commu-
nities,” said Michelle Haese, 
DHS director of substance use 
initiatives. “This system is a 
step forward in our ongoing 

work to better understand and 
respond to the ever-evolving 
drug overdose epidemic with 
the right strategies at the right 
time.”
	 Using data that includes 
suspected overdose data from 
ambulance runs and emergency 
department visits, the system 
allows users to monitor local 
trends, set and receive alerts 
around community-specific 
thresholds, and connect to es-
sential spike response resources.
	 The WiSOARR system is 
not available to the public. 
	 Publicly available, anony-
mous data on confirmed drug 
overdoses and other substance 
use data will remain available 
on the DHS website. 
	 The launch of the system 
follows reports from across the 
nation that suspected overdose 

deaths are trending down for 
the first time since 2018.
	 In addition to data tracking 
tools like WiSOARR, the DHS 
response to the drug overdose 
epidemic includes public ed-
ucation on how to talk about 
substance use to build support-
ive communities; free distri-
bution of naloxone, the opioid 
overdose reversal medication, 
and drug-checking supplies 
like fentanyl test strips; as well 
as investments in harm reduc-
tion response programs, addi-
tional treatment and recovery 
supports like mobile clinics, 
and programs that connect 
people who have experienced 
an overdose with people in re-
covery from a substance use 
disorder who support and guide 
the overdose survivor to better 
health and wellness.

Rotary Club to host special guest
‘John McGivern – The Stories 
Continue’ to be featured Feb. 22
	 The Rotary Club of Mukwonago will 
present “John McGivern – The Stories 
Continue” on Saturday, Feb. 22, with 
two shows at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. at the 
Greenwald Foundation Performing Arts 
Center, which is at Mukwonago High 
School.
	 McGivern is a Wisconsin legend, 
known for his work on the PBS 
show “Around the Corner, with John 
McGivern.” He currently can be seen 
on “John McGivern’s Main Streets” 
television show.  
	 During his presentation in 
Mukwonago, McGivern will share 
humorous and personal stories of his 

growing up in Milwaukee and being part 
of a large, working-class Irish Catholic 
family.
	 Tickets are $35 for reserved seating 
and $60 for VIP seating. There is a limited 
number of VIP seats, which will include 
preferred seating and a post-show “meet 
and greet” reception with McGivern.  
	 Light refreshments will be served 
during intermission.
	 Tickets are on sale now exclusively 
online at http://gfpac.booktix.com.  
	 Questions can be addressed to 
mukwonagorotary@gmail.com.  
	 “Your support and sponsorship of this 
Rotary Club of Mukwonago fundraising 
event is greatly appreciated.  All show 
proceeds will directly benefit non-profit 
and charitable organizations, activities, 
and services,” Rotary representatives said.  
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See BOXED & BURLAP, Page 3 Downtown location has 
coffee, art classes and more
	 In 2023, a second Boxed and Burlap location 
opened, this one in downtown Delavan.
	 The large coffee shop and luncheon venue 
features plenty of space to visit with friends 
while enjoying the quality coffee roasted there 
and used at both locations.
	 This space is a large venue that has a long 
history in Delavan, located on the famous Brick 
Street (East Walworth Avenue), named such 
from the bricks that were used to pave the street 
that date back to when the circus wintered in 
Delavan.  
	 The building was first used as Schulz’s 
Five and Dime and later was part of a clothing 
store. Today, the multi-use space incorporates 
a coffee shop, coffee roasting area, rental space 
for groups, an art gallery and a speakeasy.
	 Lindsay Neighbors was an art teacher and 
dreamed of bringing an art space to downtown 
Delavan. On the first floor, a studio is used by 
Shannon Osbourne and Rachel Catlett to teach 
painting classes for people of different ages and 
abilities.
	 “We hope to add ceramics and pottery 
classes in the near future to fully extend the arts 
experience,” Garcia said.
	 The lower level of the downtown store 
also serves as an event space, decorated by a 
Chicago graffiti artist Lindsay brought in. 
	 Additionally downstairs features the 
speakeasy, called Bar 119. Just as in the days of 
prohibition, it’s a private space that requires a 
password to access through the secret entrance. 
There are people who have paid memberships 
to Bar 119 and may enter at any time the bar 
is open. Special events require a ticket be 
purchased.
	 Non-members may still visit Bar 119 by 

asking a member of the staff for the password 
and being directed to the secret entry.  There is 
a cover charge for non-members. 
	 Boxed and Burlap is at 230 E. Walworth 
St., Delavan. The hours are Sunday through 
Thursday from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Friday and 
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to midnight. To learn 
more, visit boxedandburlap.com.

Boxed&Burlap
A UNIQUE WEDDING VENUE

Barn, outdoor sites offer 
many options to couples
By Sandra Landen Machaj
CORRESPONDENT

hose seeking a unique bridal and event 
venue may want to consider Boxed and 

Burlap, on Highway 67 near Highway 50, Delavan, 
which has been transformed into an elegant space.

	 The property, originally a one-building, two-bedroom 
farmhouse, was purchased by Lindsay and John Neighbors 

in 2016 and transformed into a coffee house. It’s easy to 
spot, with “COFFEE” in large letters along the building, 

encouraging drivers to stop for a cup of quality, self-roasted 
coffee. The store also carries tea and pastries.
	 John began renovating the property when the couple 
purchased it, turning the house into the coffee shop and adding 
a greenhouse. The garage was transformed into Batten House, 
which today is used as a bride’s room for weddings.
	 In addition, he built a large barn, capable of holding up 
to 250 guests at any event. Originally built to hold boats, the 
couple ran a small garden shop on the property. At Christmas 
time, John and Lindsay sold Christmas trees and wreaths in the 
parking lot for a few years.
	 It didn’t take long for the space to grow into a wedding and 
event venue. The first wedding was held there in 2018.
	 “They were all family weddings,” said Megan Garcia, sales 
manager for Boxed and Burlap. In 2020, the space officially 
became a wedding and event venue, and about 55 couples now 
tie the knot there each year.
	 While barn weddings have become popular over recent years, 
there is a difference between the barn at Boxed and Burlap 
and many others. Unlike many barns, formerly used to house 
animals and hay, this venue’s barn is new with large, windowed 
doors and skylights to allow natural light to shine in.
	 Bright clear decorative lights are hung near the ceiling, 
adding to the ambiance. A built-in bar is at one end of the 
building, with a separate building for caterers to assemble the 
food they will be serving.
	 “There are two outdoor ceremony sites, each beautiful in its 
own way,” shared Garcia. “One has a background of trees and 
the other is more of a garden space. And if the weather doesn’t 
cooperate, the ceremony can be moved indoors.
	 “By holding it in front of one of the large glass doors, the 
same beautiful forest background is still seen,” she explained.
	 Rental for a wedding includes the barn as well as Batten 
House, traditionally used by the bridal party for preparing 
makeup and hair. It’s a place to relax as wedding festivities 
begin.
	 “While the bride and her attendants have a place to enjoy and 
prepare, we have not forgotten the groom and the groomsmen,” 
said Garcia, adding that an Airstream was purchased and is 
being transformed into a groom’s space.
	 Rental begins at 8 a.m. the day of the event to allow ample 
time to decorate for it. The rental of the space includes round 
tables and white plastic chairs, but the design of the space and 
setting it up is the responsibility of the renters. Renters can 

COURTESY BOXED AND BURLAP Southern Lakes Newspapers

	 Boxed and Burlap in downtown Delavan 
is a beautiful and relaxing space.

COURTESY WANDERLYNN PHOTOGRAPHY Southern Lakes Newspapers

	 Inside Boxed and Burlap’s barn, the space is elegantly prepared for a reception. With 
lighting from chandeliers and plenty of room, it’s an ideal space for a wedding or other 
group gathering.

COURTESY WANDERLYNN PHOTOGRAPHY Southern Lakes Newspapers

	 The large white barn at Boxed and Burlap features a 
large open space inside allowing for nearly any setup de-
sired, for weddings as well as other gatherings.

Living
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money sense

Moves to 
consider 
during a 
career 
transition
Look at options 
in advance
	 If you are navigating 
a career transition, what 
financial moves should you 
consider? Here are five 
things you need to know 
before making a move.
	 • Know the money 
involved. If your transition 
is due to a layoff or early 
retirement package, you need 
to understand how much 
money you’ll receive and for 
how long. Will the money 
stop if you accept a new role, 
will you accrue sick leave 
and vacation time during 
your transition and will you 
be paid for unused leave at 
your final resignation date? 
You should also investigate 
if you qualify for any 
programs that would support 
you during your transition. 
	 • Know your benefits 
package. Many companies 
and organizations offer 
extended benefit packages 
for those transitioning into 
retirement or being laid off. 
For example, the Federal 
government may offer 
coverage under the Federal 
Employees Health Benefits 
(FEHB) program, or you 
can research programs like 
the Temporary Continuation 
of Coverage, which can 
last up to 18 months for 
separating employees. 
Regardless of your situation, 
doing your research and 
asking questions about 
understanding what 
programs and support is 
available to you is key. 
	 • Know your retirement 
plan options. Many 
Americans have retirement 
savings in 401Ks and similar 
programs. Government 
employees use the Thrift 
Savings Plan (TSP). You 
should work with a financial 
professional who can explain 
how you’ll be taxed on 
withdrawals from these 
accounts, should you need 
them. In some cases, you can 
qualify for early retirement 
and can avoid the 10% 
early withdrawal penalties. 
If you’re transitioning to 
a new role, you may have 
the option to transfer past 
accounts like your TSP to 
a new employer’s 401(k) if 
the plan accepts transfers. 
Finally, you could roll over 
your existing savings plan 
into an IRA allowing you 
to avoid immediate taxes 
and potentially providing 
you with some attractive 
investment options.
	 • Review your finances 
and budget. What sources 
of income can you count 
on during this transition? If 
you have built an emergency 
fund containing several 
months’ worth of living 
expenses, you may need 
to tap into it. If you were 
already nearing retirement 
age, you might start drawing 
on Social Security, even if 
it’s earlier than you planned. 
If you aren’t near retirement 
age, you may be able to find 
some part-time work until 
you land your next full-time 
job. At the same time, you 
may want to closely examine 
your budget to find areas in 
which you can cut back. One 
of the many free budgeting 
apps available online can 
prove useful in this area.
 	 • Get some answers – and 
some help. You may want 
to consult with a financial 
professional, who can 
provide advice and guidance 
and help you work toward 
your short- and long-term 
goals. 
	 This can unquestionably 
be a challenging time for 
you. But by looking at all 
your options, drawing on all 
your resources and getting 
some financial advice and 
guidance, you can make 
decisions that can help you 
be prepared for whatever life 
throws at you. 
	 This article was written by 
Edward Jones.
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By Jason Arndt
STAFF WRITER
	 A children’s consignment store 
in Burlington recently underwent an 
ownership and name change.
	 Previously known as grayson 
grape & co, 265 Milwaukee 
Ave., first-time mother Sydney 
Huisinga and fiancé Caleb 
Kresken bought the establishment 
from owner Dana Erickson and 
transformed the business into “Ellie 
Bean Boutique” in honor of their 
daughter. 
	 Huisinga, a 2020 Burlington 
High School graduate, officially 
reopened the business on Jan. 16 
after she spent time working with 
Erickson.
	 “I was already working here and 
had already been doing a lot of it for 
a while,” she said. “It is pretty much 
the same shop. We did change a 
little bit in the shop to make it more 
of our own. But other than that, it is 
pretty much the same.”
	 Ellie Bean Boutique, like 
its predecessor, features new 
and gently worn clothing, toys, 
baby items, books, and many 
other products from hundreds of 
consigners.
	 Huisinga said Ellie Bean 
Boutique touts diverse product 
offerings at affordable prices. 
	 “We have a lot of baby items and 
we carry up to like an adult extra 
small, so a lot of clothing and a lot 

of bamboo,” she said, adding that 
they also have maternity clothing 
available as well, also at discounted 
prices.
	 “Our consigners that were with 
grayson grape got transferred to 
us, so we kept building up what we 
already had.”

Finding a purpose
	 Originally from Lake Geneva, 
Huisinga attended Badger High 
School as a freshman before 
moving to Burlington, where she 
completed the last three years at 
Burlington High School. 
	 Around the time she gave birth 
to Ellie, who is now 2 years old, 
Huisinga discovered grayson grape 
and immediately fell in love with 
the store. 
	 “It was perfect because I had a 
place to go for all of my baby stuff 
and I saved money,” Huisinga said. 
“It was really nice to have.”
	 As a stay-at-home mother, Huisinga 
said she wanted to reconnect with 
the community and began helping 
Erickson at grayson grape. 
	 “I was looking for something 
to help me get out of the house 
and back into the community, and 
helping Dana a couple of days a 
week was exactly what I needed,” 
Huisinga wrote in her introductory 
announcement late in 2024.

By Jennifer Eisenbart
STAFF WRITER
	 After Mariah Lohff had her first 
child in January of 2023, she noticed 
something.
	 Her normally fit body didn’t 
exactly do what she wanted it to 
anymore. A life-long dancer who 
turned to weightlifting as she got 
older, Lohff said she suddenly 
couldn’t even lift an “easy” weight – 
90 pounds.
	 “The pelvic floor, it’s completely 
torn apart,” she said of giving birth.
	 What Lohff 
discovered in her 
aim to become 
better educated 
about exercise 
was Pilates. 
Now, roughly 
two years later, 
she is opening 
her own studio, 
Pilates Reformed, 
in Whitewater – a city that has 
become home to her after both 
she and her husband graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater.
	 “Pilates is not only for everyone 
– and I truly mean for anyone – I 
can work with any mobility level,” 
Lohff explained.
	 The studio officially opened 
Monday, with a ribbon cutting at 
131 W. Center St., Whitewater. 
Following the ribbon cutting was a 
mini-class and demonstration of the 
key piece of equipment Lohff uses – 
the Reformer.
	 Pilates, she explained, offers a 
little something for everyone. While 
Lohff worked on Pilates with her 
mother-in-law to help with range 
of motion in the woman’s shoulder, 
Pilates can be used at whatever level 
it needs to be.
	 Beginners work with a far 
different set of exercises than the 
advanced level, but Pilates has 
also become a popular workout for 
professional and high-level athletes.
	 “You’d be hard-pressed to find 
a professional athlete that hasn’t 
tried Pilates,” Lohff explained. 
NBA great LeBron James does the 

exercise, but so does golfer Tiger 
Woods.
	 It’s also popular among 
Olympians – gold medalists Kerri 
Walsh-Jennings (volleyball) and 
Missy Franklin (swimming) have 
tried it as well. Even gold-medal 
gymnast Simone Biles has tried 
Pilates – though, in her case, it’s one 
of the few things she found difficult 
and won’t be going back to.
	 As Lohff explains, once she got 
into Pilates, she discovered how 
much it toned the entire body – 

something that 
creator Joseph 
Pilates intended 
when he started 
the exercise 
practice during 
World War I 
while interned in 
a British camp.
	Lohff prefers 
to teach – and 

exercise – using the Reformer, but 
Pilates can be performed on a mat as 
well. Mat work and early Reformer 
work both provide a base for those 
performing the exercises to move up 
to more advanced moves.
	 Currently, Lohff offers only 
Reformer Pilates. With the Reformer 
– basically a platform with a 
sliding carriage allowing resistance 
exercises using loops and springs 
– beginners start out on their backs 
and engage their core while also 
working specific muscle groups.
	 Each workout at Lohff’s studio 
is 50 minutes long. As people 
progress from the beginner levels 
into intermediate and advanced, 
workouts can go from one a week 
to two or perhaps even three – and 
exercises progress from not just 
on the back but in kneeling and 
standing positions as well.
	 Lohff is certified to teach 
Reformer 1 and 2, as well as pre-
natal and post-natal Pilates. She also 
now owns a triangle wedge, which 
allows pregnant women to work in 
positions other than on their side 
once they are past 16 weeks in the 
pregnancy.
	 “I highly recommend Pilates if 
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	 Earlier this week, Pilates Reformed owner Mariah Lohff celebrat-
ed the grand opening and ribbon cutting for her new business, at 
131 W. Center in Whitewater. Behind her are the Reformer machines 
she uses in her studio.

‘Reformed’ look at mobility, fitness
Everyone can benefit from Pilates at new studio in Whitewater

anyone is pregnant, as a way for 
preparing the body for childbirth,” 
Lohff said. “But I also recommend 
it for post-natal recovery. Pilates is a 
game-changer.” 
	 She is currently staffing the studio 
with herself and one other employee 
but is still looking for at least one 
other teacher who can potentially 
handle early morning classes.
	 As Lohff’s career progressed 
from human resources to owning 
this studio, one important thing has 
remained constant.
	 “It’s helping people,” she said, 
adding that she also volunteers in 

the Whitewater community. “It’s 
what’s been consistent in my career.
	 “It’s just the next endeavor for 
me – how I give back. I’ll never stop 
learning about how to be better at 
this,” she said.
	 Classes and costs for 
Lohff’s studio can be found at 
pilatesreformedww.com. 
	 For more information, contact 
Lohff by calling 715-571-2202 
or by sending an email to pilates 
reformed ww@gmail.com.
	 She can also be found on 
Facebook and Instagram, under 
pilatesreformedww.

Kids consignment store under new ownership
Ellie Bean Boutique, Burlington, offers affordable prices

JASON ARNDT PHOTOS Southern Lakes Newspapers

	 Ellie Bean Boutique, 265 Milwaukee Ave., Burlington features 
hundreds of children’s consigners. Owner Huisinga instills her pas-
sion for outfit arrangements, decorating and children’s products at 
her business.

JASON ARNDT Southern Lakes Newspapers

	 Sydney Huisinga, owner of Ellie Bean Boutique, stands near just a few of the many items available at her store in Burlington. 

See ELLIE BEAN, Page 3
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real estate
Here is a listing of recent single-family home, condominium and vacant land sales in Kenosha, 
Racine and Walworth counties. The information is provided through the Multiple Listing Service.

home &property sales

Racine County
SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES

Burlington
• 8832 Pheasant Run...............$410,000
• 265 Schemmer St..................$225,000
• 516 E State St........................$182,000
• 301 Wainwright Ave................$280,000

Waterford 
• 803 River Ridge Cir................$469,358
• 6425 N Tichigan Rd................$765,000
• 7609 N Tichigan Rd................$765,000

Yorkville
• 1116 63rd Dr.......................$1,850,000
• 15600 County Line Rd...........$451,000
• 14922 Washington Ave........$1,230,000

CONDOS
Waterford

• 314 S Jefferson St C..............$256,000
• 640 Trailview Xing 1................$340,000

Walworth County
SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES

East Troy
• W1069 Spleas Skoney Rd...$1,055,000
• 1830 Thomas Dr.....................$455,000
• N9254 Woodfield Ct...............$322,000

Elkhorn
• 1209 Oakwood Ln..................$440,000
• 220 W Rockwell St.................$333,000
• 39 E Sedgemeadow St...........$291,300

Lake Geneva
• 121 Maestro Cir......................$518,610
• 314 Ridge Rd.........................$409,000
• 1478 Rock Ridge Ln...............$635,000
• 101 Tenor Ct...........................$615,766

Linn
• N2466 Elgin Club Rd..............$450,000
• W3833 Lakeview Park Dr.......$475,000
• W4357 Laurel St.....................$490,000

Lyons
• 6308 2nd Ave.........................$380,000
• 2461 Briarwood Ct.................$834,000

Sharon
• 103 Martin St..........................$198,000
•144 Seymour St.........................$95,000  

Sugar Creek
• N6788 Clubhouse Dr..............$405,000
• W6674 N Lakeshore Dr..........$210,000
• N6836 North Lake Dr.............$425,000

Walworth
• 308 Windmill Ln......................$464,458

Whitewater
• 938 W South St........................$51,000
• 464 West Whitewater St.........$185,000
• 330 South Whiton St..............$205,000

CONDOS
Geneva

• 614 Geneva National Ave N...$215,000
• 1461 Geneva Natl Ave S.....$1,250,000

VACANT LAND
Bloomfield

• Lt21 Charles Young Dr Lt27.....$22,000
Delavan

• Lt18 Cochrane St Blk 10..........$47,500
East Troy

• Lt12 Troy Hill Ct........................$76,000

Kenosha County
SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES

Salem Lakes
• 11331 272nd Ave...................$275,000
• 11415 274th Ave....................$295,000
• 127 E Chestnut St..................$265,000

VACANT LAND
Randall

• 34000 Bassett Rd...................$170,000
Twin Lakes

• Lt3 93rd St................................$37,000
• 3024 Richmond Park Dr...........$40,000

REAL ESTATE  3
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Not all team members may be appropriately licensed to provide all products and services or licensed  
to do business in all states. 
Thrivent financial advisors and professionals have general knowledge of the Social Security tenets.  
For complete details on your situation, contact the Social Security Administration.
Thrivent and its financial advisors and professionals do not provide legal, accounting, or tax advice.  
Consult your attorney or tax professional.
See thrivent.com/social for important disclosures.
No products will be sold. 27764MA  R2-24

Savvy Social Security

Thrivent invites you to this special event in your area: 
Savvy Social Security.

These sessions are hosted by Thrivent-Shoreline Group.

Seating is limited. Reserve a spot for you and  
a guest today.
A light meal or heavy appetizers will be served.

Strategies to help maximize your social security income

Shoreline Group 
262-806-7390

Monday, March 10, 2025
6:00 p.m.
The Treasury 
303 E. Walworth Avenue
Delavan, WI 53115

Tuesday, March 11, 2025
6:00 p.m.
The Club at Strawberry Creek
14810-72nd Street
Kenosha, WI 

Thursday, March 20, 2025
6:00 p.m.
Waterfront Warehouse
3322 Sheridan Road
Kenosha, WI

Scan
to register.

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

Email: highstandardplumbingllc@yahoo.com
www.highstandardplumbingllc.com

Fully Licensed, Insured & Bonded
in Illinois and Wisconsin

WI License #121-6974
 IL License #055-044845 

262-705-3315

PROUD TO BE
AN INDEPENDENT
LOCAL BUSINESS

We take pride in our work, our reputation and
our role in this community

468152

24-Hour
Emergency Service

upgrade to brown, crossback 
folding chairs for an 
additional fee.
	 Each table seats eight 
guests, and a handful of 
square tables can be used as 
a head table, gift table and/or 
welcome table. Linens are not 
included in the rental. 
	 Most weddings include 
dancing, and a dance floor 
may be brought in by the 
renters. The type, size, and 
placement are decided by 
the couple to fit in with their 
room design.
	 One of the special bonuses 
of having a wedding at Boxed 
and Burlap is the use of the 
coffee shop. Throughout the 
day, free coffee is available 
for the wedding party. Once 
the coffee shop closes, the 
building itself may still be 
used, along with the outdoor 
patio.
	 The patio is often used as 
a place for cocktail hour or 
as the ceremony site. Later in 
the evening, the greenhouse 
attached to the coffee shop 
may be transformed into a 
treats table for guests to pick 
up a bite when they stop by 
for coffee.

Help with planning, 
making connections
	 When a couple is planning 
a wedding, they can make 
an appointment with Garcia, 
who will take them on a tour 
of the venue and go through 
the contract. 
	 Only one wedding is held 
per day on Fridays, Saturdays 
and Sundays. Prices vary 
on the day, and if a couple 
chooses to serve alcohol, 
a bar package needs to be 
purchased. No outside liquor 
is allowed. 
	 Food must be ordered from 
an outside caterer, which must 
be a state-licensed kitchen 
and have insurance. Boxed 
and Burlap can recommend 
one of its preferred caterers, 
with options available in all 

COURTESY WANDERLYNN PHOTOGRAPHY Southern Lakes Newspapers

	 An outside wedding ceremony incorporates a nature background, adding to the 
beauty of the site. 

COURTESY LUSIA STUDIO 
PHOTOGRAPHY

	 Exchanging vows 
whether inside or outside 
of the building, allows the 
beauty of the trees out-
doors to serve as a back-
ground. 

A look at organic insect pest control
On the garden path

By
MELINDA
MYERS 
Columnist

	 You can have a beautiful, 
productive garden while 
working with nature to 
manage insect pests. As you 
incorporate various eco-
friendly pest management 
strategies, you will encourage 
songbirds, beneficial insects, 
and pollinators to visit your 
gardens.
	 You will find slight 
variations of definitions, but 
most organic gardeners agree 
the focus is on cultivating 
a system that supports and 
sustains all its members. 
This includes plants, soil 
microbes, and other beneficial 
organisms.
	 As with any garden, it 
starts with creating a healthy 
soil foundation, selecting 
the plants best suited to the 
growing conditions, and 
providing them with proper 

care. When you do these 
things, you will be able to 
grow healthier plants that are 
more tolerant of pest attacks 
and more resilient when 
damaged.
	 Removing weeds from 
garden beds is an important 
pest management strategy. 
These uninvited plants 
compete with your desirable 
plants for water and nutrients. 
Many also attract and harbor 
plant-damaging insect pests 
and disease organisms in the 
garden. 

	 No matter how well you 
plan, plant, and care for your 
gardens, insect pest problems 
can arise. Include nature’s 
pest managers in your organic 
garden approach. Ninety-six 
percent of terrestrial North 
American birds rely on 
insects for part of their diet. 
They also add color, motion, 
and entertainment to our 
landscapes. 
	 Many beneficial insects 
eat or parasitize insects. Lady 
beetles, green lacewings, 
young and old, eat hundreds 
of aphids a day.  Parasitic 
wasps, depending on the 
species, can attack specific 
or a variety of insects 
including caterpillars like the 
tomato hornworm, aphids, 
leafhoppers, scale, beetles, 
and true bugs.
	 Attract more beneficial 
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	 A cabbage worm is shown feeding. There are ways 
to attract more beneficial insects – both pollinators and 
pest managers – to your gardens with plants. 

	 If you forget to cover 
your cabbage, broccoli, 
cauliflower, and Brussels 
sprouts, enlist the help of 
a naturally occurring soil 
bacterial called Bacillus 
thuringiensis kurstaki (Btk) 
found in Summit Biological 
Caterpillar and Webworm 
(SummitResponsible 
Solutions.com).  It only 
kills true caterpillars and 
webworms and can be applied 
to edible plants right up to 
harvest.
	 A strong blast of water is 
a great first step in managing 
mites and aphids. It knocks 
them off the plant, helping 
minimize the damage. If 
needed, apply lightweight 
horticulture oils, like organic 
Summit Year-Round Spray 
Oil according to label 
directions. It kills a wide 
variety of soft-bodied insects 
in all stages (including eggs) 

on contact and poses few 
risks to beneficial insects that 
land on the treated plant.
	 Over time these eco-
friendly strategies become 
part of your gardening 
routine. And the more we 
work with nature, the better 
it is for you, your plants, and 
the environment.	
	 Melinda Myers has 
written over 20 gardening 
books, including Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
Revised Edition, and Small 
Space Gardening. 
	 She hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” instant video and 
DVD series and the nationally 
syndicated Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
	 Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for 
Birds & Blooms magazine. 
Myers’ website is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

insects, both pollinators 
and pest managers, to your 
gardens with plants. Grow 
plants like sweet alyssum, 
columbine, thyme, lavender, 
goldenrod, sedum, asters, 
and other plants that attract 
beneficial insects to your 
garden.
	 Be proactive by regularly 
monitoring your gardens. 
Look for emerging pest 
problems and the good guys 
stopping by to dine on them. 
You will need to tolerate 
some damage so there will be 
food to attract and feed the 
predators in the garden.
	 If intervention is needed, 
look for the most eco-friendly 
control options. Barriers 
of lightweight floating 
row covers protect against 
cabbage worms, Japanese 
and bean beetles, cucumber 
beetles, squash bugs, and 
squash vine borers on 
susceptible plants. Just cover 
the plantings with row covers 
immediately after seeding.  
Since basil and beans do 
not need to be pollinated to 
produce the harvest, leave 
them covered for the season. 
Uncover squash, pumpkins, 
melons, and cucumbers 
when they begin flowering 
so pollinators have access to 
the blossoms. Research found 
vine crops in this manner 
limited damage by squash 
bugs, squash vine borer, and 
the cucumber beetles that 
can infect and kill cucumber 
plants with bacterial wilt.

•	Ellie Bean   (Continued from page 2)

	 An advocate for small 
businesses, Huisinga said 
the opportunity ignited her 
already existing passion for 
thrifting, taking photographs, 
and shopping, among other 
pursuits. 
	 “I love to take pictures. I 
love to put outfits together 
and get cute little new toys 
for babies,” she said. “I just 
realized that it made perfect 
sense for me to do this.”
	 When Erickson decided 
to sell the business, citing 
other obligations, Huisinga 
immediately jumped at the 
opportunity. 
	 “It wasn’t long before I 
realized that my heart truly 
belonged to the consignment 
and thrifting world,” she 
wrote. “The connections I 
made with other families 
who also loved thrifting and 
supporting small businesses 
inspired me to take the leap 
and start my own venture.”
	 She also jumped in 
because grayson grape 
served a vital niche to the 

community.
	 “Honestly, I was going to 
be so sad if I wasn’t going 
to be able to shop here 
anymore and I knew a lot of 
our consigners would feel 
that way, too,” Huisinga said. 
“We don’t really have a kids 
store in Burlington or a store 
that just accommodates little 
babies.”
	 At Ellie Bean Boutique, 
most of the items she receives 
have a shelf life of about 120 
days.
	 If an item doesn’t sell 
within the allotted amount 
of time, Huisinga donates 
it to local organizations, 
such as Love, Inc. and the 
Transitional Living Center. 
	 In retrospect, Huisinga 
never envisioned having her 
own store, especially since 
she was undecided on her 
future after graduating from 
high school in 2020. 
	 “I never expected myself 
to have a brick-and-mortar 
store,” she said. “I always 
liked thrifting and I always 

liked reselling my clothes 
online. I thought that was 
fun.”

Young entrepreneurship
	 Huisinga, 22, follows a 
recent business trend in the 
Burlington area with several 
people younger than 25 years 
old taking ownership of 
brick-and-mortar stores.
	 In addition to Huisinga, 
Morgan Cole, who is 19, 
owns Morgan’s She Shed and 
Noah Brague serves as the 
proprietor of KenoKicks262. 
	 Huisinga said she 
believes the trends serve as 
inspiration. 
	 “I really think a lot of us 
younger people are saying 
this is something we can do,” 
Huisinga said. 
	 Ellie Bean Boutique is 
typically open Wednesdays 
through Sundays. 
	 For more information, 
including hours of operations 
and items available for sale, 
visit the Ellie Bean Boutique 
Facebook page.

• Boxed & Burlap  (Continued from front page)

price and service ranges.
	 “If you are using food 
trucks, consider a grazing 
table as lines usually are 
long for service,” Garcia 
recommends. And as we 
know, when people are 
hungry they often get 
impatient.”
	 She advises couples 
reserve the space at least a 
year and a half before the 
wedding, especially if a 
Saturday is the day of choice. 
There is a little more leeway 
for Fridays and Sundays. 
	 The venue does not 
provide a day-of-event 
coordinator, but a wedding 
planner can be recommended, 
and there is Boxed and Burlap 
staff on site throughout the 
day of an event.
	 Those seeking a beautiful, 
unique place to hold a 
wedding can contact Boxed 
and Burlap, 2935 State Rd. 
67, Delavan at 262-374-5497 
or by visiting the website at 
www.boxedand burlap.com.



SERVING SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN AND NORTHERN ILLINOIS

YOUR AD HERE! 262.728.3411

Marketplace
Southern Lakes Newspapers

Everything’s better in

Proud Publisher of the 
MARKETPLACE: Part of 
Your Hometown Newspaper

SERVICE DIRECTORY

 ADVERTISING
Ads run for 4 weeks

Marketplace Your ad will reach 
thousands of 

potential customers!

Call Vicki:

262.728.3411

Now you can run your 
FULL COLOR AD 
in Marketplace for as little as

$1475
per
week

338171

painting

Call

262.728.3411
to place your ad

Classified ad deadline 
Monday at 10 a.m.

southernlakesclassifieds.com

Inside Sales
Part Time – 3 Days/Week – 9-5

Duties Include:
Inbound & Outbound Telemarketing

Data Entry
Must have:

• Accurate Computer Skills
• Pleasant Phone Manners
• Must Be Dependable

             Apply in Person at

 1102 Ann St., Delavan, Wis.
or email:

vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com 35
96

61

449751

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Southern Lakes Newspapers, your hometown 

newspapers serving Walworth, Racine, & Kenosha 
Counties, has an opening for an experienced 
Media Sales Representative to call on current and 
new accounts in a protected sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the area. You have the 
opportunity to sell into all Southern Lakes 
Newspapers, L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

381314
MGA Research is an equal opportunity employer.

CRASH TEST TECHNICIAN
MGA Research is one of the leading companies 
in automotive crash testing located outside 
of Burlington, WI. This role is for a full-time, 
salaried, entry-level position to prepare vehicles to 
successfully go through crash tests. This includes 
instrumenting vehicles with various test devices, 
photographing and measuring vehicles, setting 
up video cameras and data acquisition systems, 
and interacting with global customers. MGA is 
looking for highly motivated individuals that have 
a willingness to learn in a fast-paced environment. 
Applicants must be comfortable using power tools, 
computers, and other precision equipment.

Please apply at
mgacareers.mgaresearch.com

DATA ENTRY CLERK
 This individual will be inputting information from a variety of 
sources into documents as well as performing other clerical 
functions in our Creative Department. The 25-30 hour/week 
flexible position is available now. The successful Data Entry 
Clerk applicant will possess the following: 
 • High school diploma or equivalent
 • Data entry experience 
 • Knowledge of correct spelling, grammar and punctuation
 • Ability to be detail-oriented while working under a deadline
 • Good communication skills 

Knowledge of Adobe InDesign, Microsoft Word,  
Excel, and/or Filemaker Pro is a plus

Daytime hours (M,T,W,F) in our Delavan office
No nights or weekends

Please send a resume, questions or to request  
an interview time to Heidi Schulz at:

hschulz@southernlakesnewspapers.com

467288

GRAPHIC 
DESIGNER

Continued growth within our group of 
weekly newspapers and shoppers has 

caused the need for an additional graphic 
designer at our Delavan, Wis. facility. This 

position includes ad design, including 
web ads, and page design of our weekly 

publications. Part or full-time position 
available. Proficiency in Adobe InDesign 

and Photoshop necessary; prior newspaper 
experience preferred but not required. 

Daytime hours (M,T,W,F). No nights or weekends.
Email resume with salary requirements to 
hschulz@southernlakesnewspapers.com

467289

338412

Wall 2 Wall  
Painting Inc.

Interior/Exterior Painting Specialists 
Residential/Commercial 

(262) 514-4055
www.wall2wallpainting.net
FULLY INSURED • IN BUSINESS SINCE 1982

EAST TROY COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

OPEN POSITIONS

458888

• Food Service Cook - Little Prairie Primary
• Food Service Cook - Prairie View Elementary
• Food Service Cook - East Troy Middle School

• Food Service Floater
Part Time School Year Positions Pay Rate Is $17.54

For more information, or to apply, visit
https//www.easttroy.k12.wi.us/district/employment.cfm or call the district office at 262-642-6710

EAST TROY COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

OPEN POSITIONS

458886

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS
The East Troy Community School District has a need for confident, reliable, dedicated 
bus drivers to fill morning and afternoon routes for the year. This is the perfect part-
time work for retirees, parents (even those with preschoolers-bring them along!), or 

anyone looking to help the community and make a little money on the side. We offer
a competitive hiring bonus of $750-$1,000 for bus drivers. We provide paid training

to obtain your CDL and our trainers are excited to help. New bus drivers are also
eligible for additional bonuses during and at the end of the school year.

For more information, or to apply, visit
https//www.easttroy.k12.wi.us/district/employment.cfm

or call the district office at 262-642-6710

for sale

help wanted

services offered

Help Wanted
HELP WANTED: WAREHOUSE 
LIGHT MACHINES, MAILINGS, 
INKJET. WILL TRAIN THE BEST 
CANDIDATE. 3 DAYS PER 
WEEK. 18-26 HOURS. MON/
TUES/WED. CALL TO INQUIRE 
262-725-7704.

TOWN OF WHEATLAND Look-
ing for Municipal Clerk and 
Municipal Treasurer. Seeking 
applications for both appointed 
positions. Please send cover let-
ter and resume to kwilson23@
wi.rr.com or mail both to PO Box 
797 New Munster, WI 53152. 
Job descriptions can be found at 
www.townwheatland.com

Managerial
WAREHOUSE  ASSISTANT 
MANAGER 4 DAYS PER WEEK. 
DELAVAN LOCATION. PUB-
LISHERS OF WEEKLY NEWS-
PAPERS & TMC PRODUCTS. 
CALL TO INQUIRE 262-725-
7704 OR SEND RESUME TO 
lsweet@rvpublishing.com

Part Time Help 
Wanted

DATA ENTRY, MAILROOM 
PREPARATIONS FLEXIBLE 
HOURS. PLEASE APPLY AT 
1102 ANN ST. DELAVAN, WI 
OR CALL 262-725-7704 TO IN-
QUIRE

Misc Services
CONSUMER CELLULAR - the 
same reliable, nationwide cover-
age as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and 
text, starting at just $20/month. 
For more information, call 1-833-
518-2155

PREPARE FOR POWER outag-
es today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now to 
receive a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase. Call 
1-888-355-6955 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

Special Events
59th ANNUAL GREATER MIL-
WAUKEE INDOOR WINTER 
Automotive and Vintage Bicy-
cle Swap Meet. Car and bicycle 
parts, all makes, collectibles, car 
related items. Sunday February 
23, 2025. 7:30 AM - 1:00 PM. 
$10 General admission. Heated 
Indoor Event. Free Parking, food 
available. Event held at Washing-
ton County Fairgrounds 3000 Cty 
Hwy PV West Bend, WI 53095. 
Hosted by WI. Chapter Model 
A Ford Club of America. WWW.
wichaptermafca.com

Other Real Estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 

cannot be credited or refunded 

after the ad has been placed. 

Ads canceled before deadline 

will be removed from the paper 

as a service to our customers, 

but no credit or refund will be 

issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 

publication does not knowingly 

accept fraudulent or deceptive 

advertising. Readers are cau-

tioned to thoroughly investigate 

all ads, especially those asking 

for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Collectibles
COMPLETE SET OF WALKING 
HALF DOLLARS IN Whitman 
Album. 1916 - 1947 graded F-12. 
Red Books over $4,000. Selling 
for $3,500. 262-248-0192 Bob 
Yopp.

Misc. For Sale
15 ANTIQUE BICYCLES 
$195.00 each, or all 15 for 
$1,350. Elkhorn. 262-949-6997.

real estate

transportation
Automobiles

1977 OLDSMOBILE CUTLAS 
BROUGHAM Mint condition. 
$7,000, OBO. Call 262-379-4161.

2000 CADILLAC SEDAN DEV-
ILLE pearl white, 65,000 original 
miles, runs smooth, everything 
works as it should, always stored 
in a heated garage. Title is lost, 
but we have all the required pa-
per work. $5950. best. 262-949-
6997

2001 FORD MUSTANG CON-
VERTIBLE Blk on Brn, 90K 
miles, new tires, new brakes, 
mechanically sound throughout, 
minor scratches on body, leath-
er seats, V-6 engine, premium 
sound system and ice-cold A/C 
and hot heat. $6000. call 262-
496-5739.

2004 MONTE CARLO Mint 

condition. Mechanically sound. 

$6,000. OBO Call 262-379-4161.

2005 CHRYSLER LIMITED 

Mechanically sound with docu-

ments. No rust. 141,000 miles, 

$6,000. Call 262-379-4161.

Boats

14 FT. ALUMINUM FISHING 

BOAT trolling motor, oars, bat-

tery. $395.(262) 742-3665 after 

5:00 pm weekdays.

Campers  
and RVs

2016 FLEETWOOD TERRA 34B 
MOTOR HOME 35’ 27,000 Miles 
3 Slideouts 2 New WI-FI TV’s 
5.5k Generator.  $79,000 262-
206-4164.

2016 FLEETWOOD TERRA 34B 
MOTOR HOME 35’ 27,000 Miles 
3 Slideouts 2 New WI-FI TV’s 
5.5k Generator.  $79,000 262-
206-4164.

2021 JAYCO JAYFLIGHT SLX 
264 Bunk house. In new condi-
tion. Loaded. NO SLIDE. Price to 
sell $18,500. Call 815-494-8309

Sports/ 
Classic Cars

1949 CHEVY STYLELINE DE-
LUXE 2 Door, New engine, New 
tires, Clean interior. Runs Great! 
$7,500. Elkhorn Text only (708) 
785-2440.

1952 CHEVY PICKUP Solid Ne-
vada truck, runs great. $19,750. 
(262) 949-6997.

Trucks & Trailers
UTILITY TRAILER With tool box 
and ramps. High speed tires. 
$1,800. OBO. Call 224-518-6491

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, 
boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call Veteran 
Car Donations at 1-888-425-
2108 today!

ROOF TOP CARRIER BOX 
$69.00. Text Only. (262) 949-
6997.

Wanted  

to Buy

OLDER / VINTAGE CAMPER 

TRAILER RV & Older Golf Cart. 

Call or Text 262-903-7522.
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